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News
Outrage at the pump

BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

Tuesday, June 3, 2008 1:26 AM EDT

Drivers' anger rises as prices creep over $4 a
gallon

Industry analysts said the cost of gasoline might have
peaked over the Memorial Day weekend, but prices
shot up another 6 cents from last week - to just shy
of the $4 mark.

And that has motorists in the Attleboro area fuming.

"It's outrageous. I didn't want to stop here, but I'm on
empty," said Deborah Walsh of Canterbury, N.H., who
travels across New England on a daily basis assisting
radiologists.

Walsh stopped at the Shell gas station on South
Avenue in Attleboro, where the price of regular gas
was $3.95 per gallon.

"I'm waiting for it to hit $5, then I'm going to learn to
ride a motorcycle," she said. A statewide survey
Monday by AAA Southern New England found an
average price of $3.96 per gallon for self-serve
regular, up from $3.90 last week.

The state's average has risen 77 cents per gallon over
the last six weeks and is a penny a gallon below the
national average.

The survey found prices as high as $4.19 to as low as
$3.84 in the state
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Anthony Gallucci of Warwick, R.I., said he tries to save on gas by commuting with his wife
when he can, but said that's tough because their schedules do not always match up.

Corrine Beckwith, 21, traveling with Chris McGrath, 23, said the two often travel in
Beckwith's more fuel efficient vehicle instead of McGrath's Jeep, which McGrath said is not

fuel-efficient and costs about $80 to fill.

Brad Kirby of Attleboro was not in a pleasant mood fueling his Nissan Frontier, which he said

gets about 18 miles per gallon.

"I think it's ridiculous. Gas is not a frivolous thing, it's a basic necessity," he said. "The fat
cats are getting rich off of middle-income people trying to get to work."

Walsh was inclined to agree.

"It's a monopoly and all about politics," she said. "We're stuck. As an everyday person there's

nothing we can do."

Until the recent spike in prices, the state's record price was $3.23 per gallon, set in the
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina in 2005. A year ago at this time, the average stood at $3.03.

Diesel prices also rose 3 cents this week to $4.91.

Post Your Comments

socal1 wrote on Jun 3, 2008 1:53 PM:
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" Demand by emerging markets has definately increased world demand, but the US is still the largest consumer of oil and
gasoline. So overall we have the greatest potential to negatively or postively impact supply and demand. "

noonespecial wrote on Jun 3, 2008 12:19 PM:
" It's not the US increase in demand that has caused this, but the global increase in demand, especially in large developing
countries such as China and India. "

socal1l wrote on Jun 3, 2008 8:04 AM:

" High gas prices are here to stay. The "conspiracy vs supply and demand" debate was also made in the 1970s when gas
prices rose from $0.25/gal to $0.50+/gal. Be grateful that we don't have long gas lines or the dreaded "odd/even" days to
purchase gas. Whatever the true reason(s) for the spike in gas prices, our economy, based on capitalism, helps to add to
the price of oil. This is not a bad thing because we can also help to reduce the price. As consumers the only way to get
the attention of opec, wall street speculators, auto makes, etc. is to purchase less gas. But this would require consumers
to make changes to their behavior patterns; reduce your speed on the highways (people are still driving 75+ mph), etc.
Auto makers are now saying they will be making more fuel efficent vehicles because truck and suv sales are down. Since
the US govnmt. said that American drivers drove about 11 billion miles less in March or April 2008 in comparison to the
sames month in 2007, a barrel of oil has dropped from a high of $135 to $127. As in losing weight, a life time commitment to
a life style change is necessary in order to be successful. So keep complaining but keep changing. You get the attention of
individuals as well as companies when you impact their wallets. "

spookey wrote on Jun 3, 2008 8:01 AM:

" supply and demand, and also we can figure in, GREED! the united states has a lot of coal,oil, and natural gas. NO one in
washington is doing anything about the high prices. ethanol is a joke, giving a rise to food prices! bought elbow macaroni
lately? if our government is serious about conserving fuel, lower the speed limit! lower speeds, saves fuel! "

kevin h. wrote on Jun 3, 2008 7:23 AM:
" "It's outrageous. | didn't want to stop here, but I'm on empty," said Deborah Walsh of Canterbury, N.H.,

But Deb, We have new lamp posts!
Not exactly an Attleboro Chamber of Commerce endorsement. ;-) "

a-town is weak wrote on Jun 3, 2008 2:21 AM:
" wut the f$ck "

*Member ID: I

*Password: I

Forgot Your Password?

Login |

Sign Up!

News | Sports | Classifieds | Archives | Subscribe | Guestbook | Home | About Us | Contact Us



http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/06/03/news/3250923.txt#

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/news

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/sports

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/archives

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/shared-content/perform/?domain_name=thesunchronicle.com&form_template=subscribe

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/guestbook/guestbook1.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/about_us

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/contact_us




34 South Main St., Attleboro, MA - (508) 222-7000

TN News Sports J.Features.' ‘C..'.Iassiﬁed.f;' "Milestoner;"‘.sszrvices "(Photos| TV Listingé" Cars

Attleboro Mansfield Norfolk

Foxboro

North Attleboro

Norton Plainville

Norton

College a la carte
BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

Saturday, September 6, 2008 2:51 AM EDT

Remember those college days when you visited the
campus dining hall to enjoy the open-air Mongolian
Wok, where students had their choice of fresh
vegetables, beef, pork, sauces and rice cooked to
order?

Or, maybe you ate from a selection of locally grown,
organic foods, or snacked on freshly baked cinnamon
sticks.

Whatever you were craving, you felt comforted
knowing your food was trans fat free, of course.
Right?

Top Headlines

Norton briefs

Tour Winnecunnet Pond by canoe on
Aug. 16 in Norton

Norton High student wins Rensselaer
Medal

Norton official to quit
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Rehoboth

to public
Maybe not.

Yet, local colleges and universities say those types of
options are becoming common in many campus dining
halls as part of a nationwide trend to accommodate
current students and lure others. "I've had students
tell me they chose Northeastern because of the food,"
said Maureen Timmons, director of dining services at
Northeastern University in Boston, where incoming
students get a taste of their future dining hall meals
during orientation.
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"Food services is definitely something students

consider," said Gail Rotondi, operations manager for

Sodexho Food Services at Bridgewater State College. "Students are more sophisticated
customers looking for a more retail approach."

Bridgewater State has so embraced the retail approach, its cafeterias are designed to
resemble mall food courts, Rotondi said.

Students were welcomed this past fall with a new, green dining center. Crimson Hall features
fresh smoothies, an open-air Mongolian wok and a gas-powered pizza oven that cooks
popular flatbread pizzas and cinnamon sticks, she said.

"Food entertainment” is available at Northeastern's dining hall.

Patrons can watch cooking demonstrations by professional chefs at the Exhibition Kitchen,
which resembles the type of set-up seen on TV food channels, Timmons said.

Two plasma screens display close-ups from three different cameras of the food while it is
prepared to give the audience a better view, she said.

College students also are increasingly able to choose from a variety of food types to fit their
unique diet. Vegetarian, vegan, food allergy, trans fat-free and kosher menus are being
initiated, if not expanded upon, at many local schools.

There is also a movement towards providing organic and locally grown produce.

About 23 percent of last year's produce at the University of Massachusetts-Amherst came
from local farmers, up from 8 percent four years ago, head of dining services Ken Toong said.
UMass issues about 13,500 meal plans each semester and is currently the third largest dining
service in the country in terms of revenue.

The school leads national colleges, serving more than 15 types of cuisine, including Turkish,
Thai, Indian, and Japanese, Toong said.

"UMass offers lots of options when it comes to food. They always have pasta, sandwiches,
cereal and salad, along with a few main courses for each meal that change daily," said
Giuliana Castagnola, a junior at UMass-Amherst.
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And, to reduce waste and promote healthy eating, the school has reduced portion sizes and
lists nutritional facts for every serving of food, Toong said.

At many schools, flexible hours provide access to food through much of the day and night.

Students can eat from 7 a.m. to 2 a.m. at Wheaton College in Norton to accommodate more
varied student schedules than in the past, spokesman Mike Graca said.

At Northeastern, a full breakfast menu will be offered all day starting in fall 2009, when the
construction of a new dining hall is complete said Timmons.

"When I went to school 20 years ago, sun-dried tomatoes would have been considered
exotic," Graca said. "The big trend in dining services for students is the increase in the kinds
of choices they are looking for."

And, more choices have resonated well with some students.

"I like being able to make my own waffles," said Mellissa Burkhart, a junior at the University of
Hartford in Connecticut. "We have five different kinds of juice, every kind of soda, Gatorade,
four different types of milk and different kinds of flavored water."

But, not everyone is satisfied with the smorgasbord approach.

"For me, all the food choices aren't necessarily a good thing. They try to do too much and
they don't always have the resources to make good-tasting food," said Mike Mirarchi, a junior
at Fordham University in New York City.

And despite the many offerings at Northeastern, Timmons said, "grilled cheese, chicken
fingers, and mac & cheese are still the favorites."

* Return to Previous Page
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realist wrote on Sep 6, 2008 10:21 PM:
" Edible food at a college? Is there no respect for tradition any more? "
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Air conditioners now a hot commodity

BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE Tuesday, June 10, 2008 2:51 AM EDT

Junior Santiago of Cumberland, R.I.,
and his 1-year-old son Elijah check out
air conditioners at Lowe's in North
Attleboro Monday. (Staff photo by Mike
George)

Air conditioners are a hot item for area residents
looking to cool off from record high temperatures.

Daily shipments of air conditioners at the Wal-Mart in
North Attleboro sold out in an average of 20 minutes
after their arrival this past weekend, said store
manager Karen.

The store has found itself out of stock for about 12
hours at a time each day, with the sale of air
conditioners totaling $55,000 since Friday, she said.

And it's a similar story in other area stores.

Top Headlines

Repair shop legislation gets boost
Attleboro filmmaker ready for big debut

Mayor: Unresolved dispute with HUD
holds up Attleboro money

Suspects allegedly pass counterfeit bills
in Seekonk

Party turns violent in Wrentham

"It's been a bit of a frenzy," said Trish, an assistant
manager at The Home Depot in South Attleboro, who
compared air conditioner sales during the area's first
heat wave of the season to the rush for shovels and
snow-blowers before the first snow storm of winter.
The store sold an
estimated 600 air
conditioners and 250 fans over the past weekend.
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Eric Dieffenbach, general manager of Bernie's in North )
Attleboro, estimated his store's air conditioner sales to + )
be well into the hundreds, adding he also bought one
for his home because of the heat and humidity.

AddThis

At Lowe's in North Attleboro, customer John McCarron was pushing a cart with three air
conditioners on it.

He said the main factor in deciding which models to consider was price, adding that he had
bought another three units earlier Monday morning.

"It's been beautiful," McCarron said of the summer-like weather.

He said he spent some time at the beach over the weekend to keep cool.

Other customers at Lowe's said energy efficiency was a factor in their purchases.
"I'm hoping to save some money on the electricity bill," said Jim Schwab of Pawtucket.

He said he was replacing four older air conditioners in his home for more energy efficient
models.

Junior Santiago of Cumberland, R.I., said he came to Lowe's after discovering Wal-Mart was
out of air conditioners. Santiago said he had to buy a third unit for his apartment to keep his
1-year-old son, Elijah, cool.
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Lowe's was not allowed to disclose its sales or inventory numbers.
Some air conditioner shoppers were divided on just how hot it seemed outdoors.

"It hasn't been too bad, yet. I work outside. I'm used to it," Shawn Gibson said of the recent
weather while looking at air conditioners at Lowe's Monday afternoon.

"I think it's very hot," countered Shana Gibson.
The couple had purchased an air conditioner at Bernie's earlier.

"It's been crazy. I can't wait to go to lunch. It's going to be like 450 degrees in my car," said
Greg, a Bernie's associate from North Providence, R.I.
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Riding the spring heat wave

BY STEPHEN PETERSON SUN CHRONICLE STAFF Tuesday, June 10, 2008 2:51 AM EDT

In 100-degree temperatures and irony
just as high, North Attleboro High
School graduates Elijah Harris, Jordan
Laythe, Kevin Connolly and Kyle
Kummer, who are all employed by the
North Attleboro Park and Recreation
Department, work on the outline of the
"North" logo on the floor of the deep end
of the empty town pool - which is
scheduled to open June 29. (Staff photo by Mark Stockwell)

It is still two weeks from the official start of summer
but it might as well have been July or August Monday
as the thermometer peaked at 101 degrees - the
highest temperature in Attleboro in nearly two years.

Top Headlines

Repair shop legislation gets boost

Attleboro filmmaker ready for big debut
The high was at 6:30 p.m., believe it or not, and the

temperature was still in the 90s after 7 p.m.,
according to the Attleboro Water Department.

Monday's high easily broke the record for the date of
95 degrees set in 1959.

It marked the first official heat wave of the year as it

Mayor: Unresolved dispute with HUD
holds up Attleboro money

Suspects allegedly pass counterfeit bills
in Seekonk

Party turns violent in Wrentham

was the third consecutive day of 90-degree plus
weather. Saturday and Sunday both had highs of 96,
the latter a record for the date by 2 degrees.

E Print this story

Today will make a fourth straight day of such temps
as a high of 94 degrees - which should feel like 101
with the humidity, is forecast, AccuWeather said.
Tonight is expected to bring showers and
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thunderstorms to cool things off. The New England o RSS
office of the a Forums
Environmental
AddThis

Protection Agency K
issued an alert for

unhealthy air quality for
today for most of New England, including all of Massachusetts
except Cape Cod and the Islands and all of Rhode Island.

"As this heat wave continues, we are expecting more
unhealthy air quality for Tuesday in most of southern New
England," said Robert W. Varney, administrator of EPA's New
cwim instructor at the Skinner Pool England _ofﬁce. "On these days, EPA and_the medical

in Plainville, cleans leaves out of ~ COMMunity suggest that people limit their strenuous outdoor

the pool Monday in preparation for activity."
the pool season.

MIKE GEORGELarissa Basque, a

Exposure to elevated ozone levels can cause serious
breathing problems, aggravate asthma and other pre-existing lung diseases, and make people
more susceptible to respiratory infection. When smog levels are elevated, people should
refrain from strenuous outdoor activity, especially sensitive populations such as children and
adults with respiratory problems, officials say.

When ozone is forecast to be unhealthy, EPA asks the public to help reduce ozone-smog by
using public transportation, car pooling and/or combining trips; refueling cars at night; and
avoiding the use of small gasoline powered engines such as lawn mowers, chain saws, and
leaf blowers.
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Cooler air and northwesterly winds are forecast for Wednesday, which should bring an end to
poor air quality, the EPA said.

Wednesday is forecast to have a high of 84 degrees, with lower humidity than Monday and
Tuesday, AccuWeather said.

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, PETA, offers the following advice for pets for the
hot weather: Keep dogs inside as soaring temperatures can cause heat stress and be fatal -
if dogs must be left outside, they should be supplied with ample water and shade, and the
shifting sun needs to be taken into account as even brief periods of direct exposure to the
sun during a heat wave can have life-threatening consequences; walk with your dog, don't
run, as dogs will collapse before giving up, at which point it may be too late to seek help;
never leave a dog in a parked car in warm weather, even for short periods and even with the
windows slightly open; dogs pads easily burn on heated asphalt and pavement and sand; and
make sure neighbors dogs, if outside, have adequate water and shelter.

Sturdy Memorial Hospital in Attleboro reported no emergencies related to the weather
Monday.

However, several students had to go home from Bishop Feehan High School in Attleboro due
to illness, according to Principal Bill Runey. He said some of the students who weren't feeling
well hadn't eaten breakfast and had had some caffeine, which could have contributed to
their symptoms of feeling ill and dehydrated.

"After we gave them some fluids, they were still not feeling well," Runey said, so their
parents were contacted and some of the pupils went home. Other parents made their kids
stay in school, the principal added. The school has very limited air conditioning.

Making an announcement over the PA system Monday, Runey
urged students to eat breakfast and keep hydrated.

The school also postponed a charity volleyball tournament scheduled for today in the school's
gymnasium, which the principal described as a "greenhouse."

Due to the hot weather expected today, Bishop Feehan girls are being allowed to wear
sneakers and boys don't have to wear ties.

The hot weather has descended on us abruptly this year. Friday's high was just 65 degrees,
with Saturday's high a staggering 31 degrees higher.

However, the end of May of last year, there nearly was a heat wave, with a high temp one
day of 96 and the third day just falling short by 2 degrees of a third day of 90-degree
weather, water department records show. And the highest temp last year was in June, 99
degrees June 27.

The last heat wave was in early August. There were two heat waves last July and one the
end of June. The last time the temperature hit 100 or above was 101 in August 2006.

Sun Chronicle Intern Matthew Rocheleau contributed to this story.
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Bloggers look to the unusual suspects in jewelry heist

BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

Thursday, June 12, 2008 9:15 AM EDT

ATTLEBORO - News of the city's big jewelry heist has
gone global.

The theft of up to $2 million in gold, diamonds and
jewelry - including New York Giants Super Bowl rings -
was the top story on the home pages of the New York
Post and Yahoo! Web sites Wednesday morning.

It was referred to as "The Attleboro Job" by Yahoo!
sports blogger Matthew J. Darnell.

The weekend burglary of the E.A. Dion plant left
plenty of opportunity for breezy speculation about
potential suspects

"Maybe there's a group of locals who really wanted
those Super Bowl XLII rings, got very close to getting
them, and then came up short," Darnell wrote. "I can't
think of anyone specifically who would fit those roles,
but maybe police can." In reply to Darnell's posting,
online user "DolphinsIn09" wrote: "I am not sure if it
was the Patriots who did it, or not. I did hear,

Top Headlines
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Heat wave's end expected
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Take car to work? Brown proposes tax
break

Bloggers look to the unusual suspects in
jewelry heist
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however, that when the FBI was investigating the -

surveillance tape, that half way through, it switched B rorums
over to a Rams Practice." 1 AddThis

The original story was first posted on The Sun
Chronicle's Web site Tuesday afternoon, and was
printed in Wednesday's paper.

L

It became an Internet headline within hours at the Winnipeg Sun in Canada, IDEX Online in
Israel, Fox News, the New York Times, Washington Post, Boston Herald, Baltimore Sun,

Newsday, Associated Press and other news outlets.

"Given the theft of Giants rings, the New England location of the heist and the outcome of

the last Super Bowl, we suggest checking the Patriots for alibis," wrote Reid Cherner and Tom

Weir in a USAToday.com blog.

"Also keep an eye on George Clooney, Matt Damon, and Brad Pitt," Yahoo! online user "Brad"
wrote in reference to the "Ocean's Eleven" movie franchise.
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Patriot Place, CBS Scene beef up employment rolls

BY MATT ROCHELEAU SUN CHRONICLE STAFF Tuesday, June 17, 2008 2:54 AM EDT

Construction at Patriot Place in Foxboro,
where retail development is bringing
plenty of jobs to the area. (Staff photo by
Tom Maguire)

FOXBORO - Local workers pinched by the slowing
economy and rising unemployment can seek relief at
upcoming job fairs at Patriot Place near Gillette
Stadium in Foxboro.

Tenants have begun interviewing for the remaining
1,600 full- and part-time jobs created by the retail
center.

The CBS Scene Restaurant & Bar job fair started
Monday with about 500 interviews scheduled. The
three-level, 15,000-square-foot restaurant and
entertainment venue plans to hire about 160
employees through Friday, general manager Michael
Seznec said.

"We'll be hiring people from a wide range of hospitality,

retail and restaurant backgrounds," he said.

Seznec was one of five managers interviewing

candidates and said he did not notice an above

average number of unemployed applicants. This

despite the national unemployment rate rising for the

fifth month in a row during May by 0.5 percent, the

largest jump in 22 years, to 5.5 percent. "It's really a
mix," he said of those
who applied.

The state unemployment rate is 4.1 percent, ranking
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as the 19th lowest in the U.S., according to CNNMoney.com.

Patriot Place stores already have added 400 jobs at recently opened businesses, including
Bass Pro Shops, Staples, Circuit City, Christmas Tree Shops, Off Broadway Shoe Warehouse

and Bed Bath & Beyond.

About 275 of those jobs were filled by local residents during job fairs this past August from
Bass Pro Shops, which opened in November, said promotions manager Thomas Keating.

"It's a great way to get people staffed," said Keating of the job fairs. "We had no trouble

filling spots."

Employees at CBS Scene can expect training to start July 21. The restaurant's grand opening

is tentatively set for the weekend of Sept. 6, the same weekend the Patriots have their

home opener.

Many other Patriot Place tenants plan to hold job fairs over the next two months.
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Patriot Place will feature more than 70 shopping, dining, and entertainment locations. Over
half of these are expected to be open for the start of the football season in September.

"We're excited to be providing an opportunity at a time when so many people are either job
seeking or looking for a part-time job to supplement their income," said Brian Earley, the
mall's general manager.

"Over the last year, more than 1,000 tradespeople have been at work building Patriot Place,"
he said. "We are glad to be in this position in the current economic climate."

* Return to Previous Page

Post Your Comments

dogsrule wrote on Jul 1, 2008 12:46 PM:
" Connemara - Do you mind sharing if you have heard from CBS Scene? | had an interview last week and I'm wondering if
they hired all they need. Thanks - "

Connemara wrote on Jun 17, 2008 3:21 PM:

" Thank you for your best wishes. | do understand what you are saying about the jobs available at Patriot Place -but | think
there is a great need for part-time employment in this area also. There are many people in this area who are looking for
part-time jobs to supplement their income and not necessarily high-level full-time jobs. | think there will be many
opportunities for parents, for example, that want to work either nights/weekends - or when the kids are in school. "

realist wrote on Jun 17, 2008 1:46 PM:

" Connemara -- | wish you the best of luck. Between CBS Scene and Bass Pro shops, it's becoming quite a destination that
will attract people even from outside the local area. I'm just lamenting that, except for a few senior level positions, many of
these jobs won't pay a mortgage or send kids to school. The good jobs from places like the Foxboro Company or One
Beacon Insurance are gone and nothing has really replaced them. "

Connemara wrote on Jun 17, 2008 11:21 AM:

" Realist: | had an interview for a position at CBS Scene last night. Hopefully, I'l get hired - it's going to be beautiful. | think
Patriot Place is going to be a spectacular addition to the local area. With the cost of gas as it is - it will be great for local
people to not have to travel far for this type of shopping/entertainment. | don't know about the majority of people looking for
jobs at Patriot Place - but I'm looking for a 2nd job to make some EXTRA cash. "

realist wrote on Jun 17, 2008 9:46 AM:
" Ah retail jobs. Where the average workers might actually make enough to transport themselves to and from work and
maybe get lunch at a complex designed to remove more wealth than it brings to an area.

| hate to sound cynical and | don't fault the Kraft family - but couldn't they use their influence to bring more real jobs in the
area? "
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News

It's easy being green
BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

Friday, June 20, 2008 1:07 AM EDT

After a late-night NBA Title blowout, Celtics fans were
wide-awake Wednesday morning and ready to grab
the new championship gear and apparel for sale at
area retailers.

"Last night's game was unbelievable," said lifelong
Celtics fan Scott Cameron, 58, of Attleboro, while
looking over Celtics tees at JC Penney at Emerald
Square mall in North Attleboro.

"With all of their hard work on defense, they deserved
it all," said Cameron, who had already purchased three
T-shirts earlier and was back to buy two more - one
was for himself, of course, another for his son, Sam,
in Houston, and the rest he planned to send to friends
in Colorado.

Stores were busy and well stocked, offering a wide-
range of jerseys, T-shirts, hats and other products to
commemorate the Celtics NBA-record 17th
championship, including a miniature replica Larry
O'Brien NBA Championship Trophy at JC Penney.

Sales were comparable to the days following the
Patriots and Red Sox championships, according to one
JC Penney manager. It was the same wherever Celtics
memorabilia was on sale.
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"It's good for the kids and good for the businesses," Cathie Thornhill said amidst a sea of
green, white and gold at Modell's Sporting Goods in South Attleboro.

Her 3-year-old son, Ian, came along to help find Celtics gear for his 14-year-old brother and

big fan, Sean, who plays basketball.

Louise Demers of Pawtucket bought championship gear for her relatives in Florida and Las
Vegas. Her 17-year-old neice and devoted Celtics fan, Kayla Pike, woke up early to purchase

memorabilia, including a Paul Pierce jersey.

Pike plans to show off her Celtic Pride again by waking up early Thursday to attend the rolling

rally in Boston, Demers said.

Cathy Freudenberg and her daughter, Sarah, of Foxboro, searched through championship

displays at Olympia Sports for a Rajon Rondo T-shirt for Sarah to wear to tomorrow's parade.
Friends Emily Dechanbeau and Karin Degirolamo, Bishop Feehan seniors from North Attleboro,
also wanted clothing for the championship celebration.

"It was sick," Degirolamo said of Tuesday night's dismantling of the Lakers. "We have lots of
bragging rights for when we go to college next year."

That sentiment was repeated by fans shopping across the area.

"It's definitely the best time for Boston sports," said Nate Meserve, of Sharon, holding a hat
and numerous Celtics souvenirs.

He, like Degirolamo, was referring to the recent success of the Red Sox, New England
Patriots, and now the Celtics. "It's been the best season since '86 for all three teams," said
Dean Chase, a Providence resident and a Celtics fan since he was 10 years old.

Louise Tetreault of Cumberland, R.I., while picking out a T-shirt for her husband at JC
Penney, said, "There's no sweeter time to be from Boston."

* Return to Previous Page
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News
Downtown work: A big improvement or a big pain?
BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE Tuesday, June 24, 2008 3:14 AM EDT
ATTLEBORO - The city's streetscape project, Top Headlines
including the construction of new sidewalks, curbs and
the installation of historical light fixtures, has turned So long, income tax?
downtown upside down - and it's generating lots of
opinions. Teens' ticket to ride becoming too costly
"I think it looks great. What they've done with the Norton van crash victim listed in fair
common area is phenomenal," Bob Bamberg, owner of condition
Attleboro's Old Barn, said on one of his daily walks
through downtown. Downtown work: A big improvement or a

big pain?
The streetscape improvements will cost about $1
million - mainly in state and federal funds - and A special thanks, done in person
stretch from the common to city hall on Park Street
and the Bronson Building at the intersection of North
and South Main streets.

E Print this story

"It's money well spent," Bamberg said, adding that B4 Email this story
when the project was first conceived, funding for
priorities like police, fire and schools was not as tight iR Photo Reprints
as it is now.

&yl RsS
At the Super Petroleum station on Pleasant Street, B rorums

which overlooks much of the work, station worker
Roger Winsor said, "anything to improve the city's look
is good." And while the construction has caused some
traffic headaches, Winsor said "it's nothing to
complain about. It's understandable."

"5 AddThis

Bamberg had no complaints about traffic either.

"Traffic is traffic," he said. "It has always been tough navigating through downtown
Attleboro."

Others disagreed.

"I don't think it's worth it," motorist Lisa Fulton of Attleboro while getting gas.
She said the city should use the taxpayers' money on more serious matters.
"It's just ridiculous," she said.

Fulton said she has been affected firsthand, since the public works department has been too
invested in the streetscape and similar projects to help her with an easement problem near
her home.

Mary Perry of Norfolk has been commuting to her job at Sturdy Memorial Hospital for the past
16 years, and said it has taken her longer to get to work and she has left home a few
minutes earlier since construction began.

"It's a pain in the (butt)," pedestrian Amanda Simoneau of Attleboro said while pushing her
son in a stroller down the sidewalk. Simoneau said she frequently walks downtown, and trying
to maneuver around construction, closed sidewalks and crossing busy streets with a stroller
can be difficult.

However, Simoneau, said she was looking past present inconveniences, and would take a
wait-and-see approach.

» Return to Previous Page
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Post Your Comments

ucbruin wrote on Jun 24, 2008 2:46 PM:
" Harry-I too have often wondered why so many people walk on the side of the street when there is a sidewalk available
to them. Like you | was taught to use the sidewalk. "

us1087 wrote on Jun 24, 2008 12:04 PM:
" Lipstick on a pig. Save the cash and put it towards tax relef. "

jose21 wrote on Jun 24, 2008 9:58 AM:

" My only complaint is the little island that's attached to the bridge in the center. You used to be able to get over to the left 2
lanes if you wanted to get over onto 123, rather than go straight onto 118.. now you can't merge until you're closer to the
intersection, which causes a backup under the bridge.. "

ricknkim wrote on Jun 24, 2008 9:29 AM:
" | think it is a great project for the city - place was looking more and more like Lowell and Fall River prior to the
updates/enhancements.

Of course the way the budget and economy is now, it is tough to digest at times but when it was conceived and begun,
we weren't in the current state of problems. A good step forward for the city but a long way to go. "

yestostreetscape wrote on Jun 24, 2008 9:29 AM:
"1'm 100% for the streetscape project. It's absolutely necessary to improve the city and it's the only chance at getting new
businesses downtown. | can't believe people are complaining about a little traffic!!!

ads wrote on Jun 24, 2008 8:25 AM:

" | think the beautification of the downtown area is a plus for the whole city. Of course, I'd like to see as much funds as
possible for our schools, our police and fire department. But these funds were available from state and federal funding for
this project, and I'm glad they did it.

Improving the run down, dingy downtown area will do so much for the city. I'm sure more people will enjoy the area when
it's done, use it more and the overall improvement will be uplifting to the whole community. "

Harry Hindsight wrote on Jun 24, 2008 7:23 AM:

" But will all this work keep people from walking and running in the street? The biggest thing, all this money to make
sidewalks handicap accessable, and there are still powered wheelchairs in the street. | can see where there are not any
sidewalks, but to drive down the street next to new sidewalks is just mind blowing. Maybe | am just too old, but we were
taught to walk on the sidewalks becase the cars do not drive there and we would not get hit. Wouldn't that make them
electric vehicles and thus need turn signals and such, also to be registered as road worthy vehicles?

There ought to be a law for that! "
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Mansfield girls' efforts are hailed
BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

Saturday, June 28, 2008 2:01 AM EDT

MANSFIELD - Two Mansfield students have been
recognized by Kohl's for performing good deeds
through volunteer work.

Eleven-year-olds Katie Kroll and Molly Trowbridge,
along with classmate Molly Shield, raised more than
$2,000 for autism through a bake sale last Valentine's
Day, said Katie's mother, Maureen Kroll.

The youngsters were inspired to help in part by their
friend and classmate, Jamie Piro, and Katie's cousin
who have autism, she said.

The fifth-grade girls were among the 40 youths
selected across the state and nearly 2,000 kids
honored nationwide through the eighth annual Kohl's
Kids Who Care Scholarship Program.

They will receive certificates of recognition, $50 gift
cards to Kohl's and a chance to receive a $1,000
regional scholarship to be awarded in July. "Young
people are transforming our communities through
volunteerism and service activities that benefit
others," said Julie Gardner, executive vice president
and chief marketing officer at Kohl's. "Every year we
are inspired by the good deeds these kids have

Top Headlines

Mansfield girls' efforts are hailed
NA firefighters sign on to blood drive
Big finish for racers in Mansfield

State police dog tracks down city
burglary suspect

Chase suspect ordered to jail
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accomplished and are proud to recognize them through the Kohl's Kids Who Care Scholarship

Program.

A list of all local and national winners is available at www.kohlskidswhocare.com
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Big finish for racers in Mansfield

BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE Monday, June 30, 2008 2:38 AM EDT

Lorrie Biech, left, of Beverly Hills, Calif,
and Mary Helen Dunnam, of Corpus
Cristi, Texas, chat on the wing of their
plane after landing. (Staff photo by Mike

George)
MANSFIELD - Flying in just above the treetops at Top Headlines
more than 200 mph, 66 women pilots crossed the
finish line at the 32nd annual Air Race Classic that Mansfield briefs
ended Friday at Mansfield Municipal Airport.
Military News

Members of the 33 teams were energetic, even after
a four-day, 2,400-mile journey that began Tuesday in Family Fun Night set for July 8
Bozeman, Mont.

Mansfield kicks off drive for soccer
"I had the time of my life. This was the most exciting, fields
most fun thing I've ever done," said Laura Berry of
Arkansas, who competed for Team 28 in her first Tax vote set in Mansfield
cross-country race.

Her teammate, Camelia Smith, has been flying since _
1971. The former air taxi pilot and flight attendant & Print this story
described her second Air Race Classic as, "eventful," = Email thi
A ) mail this story
and "a huge learning experience."
I8 Photo Reprints

Berry has been flying for four years and was co-pilot

of the 235 horsepower Cessna 182RG. She kept an ot RSS
eye on the winds, weather and altitude, and relayed B oums
information between ground crews via radio. "You

definitely don't get €3 AddThis

bored," said Berry, who
updated her Internet blog (www.airraceclassic28.com)
of the cross-country adventure at each of the course's seven stops in Montana, South
Dakota, Iowa, Illinois, Kentucky, Pennsylvania and New York.

Smith calls Hindsville, Ark., her home. With a population of 75, she had a reason for learning
to fly.

"I just wanted to go somewhere," she said. Now, "I feel it's an addiction."

The two, like other pilots, did not know how they placed, since the results are more complex
than being first to finish. The final standings will be announced at Sunday night's banquet in
the Mansfield Holiday Inn.

The top 10 pairs receive $15,000.

Team 20, or the "Dream Team," as Barbara Strachan and Mary Wunder like to be called,
arrived in Mansfield just after noon. After 64 years of combined flying experience, the duo

competed in their first race.

"It was a dream come true. That's why we are the Dream Team," said Strachan of Florida. "It
was just something I always wanted to do. I've always been fascinated with the sky."
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"We are just in awe that we did it," Wunder of Pennsylvania said, minutes after landing,
where participants were greeted just off the runway by family, friends and local residents.

Almost all the aviators agreed the effects of rising fuel costs were an issue this year.

"It's going to affect whether or not I fly next year," Smith said. She said fuel prices caused
some pilots not to fly this year.

"We begged for lots of money," said Eileen Piasecki-Couch, of Team 24, along with Gloria
Smith-Zawaski, both of Orange County, N.Y.

Like most teams, they used sponsorships to help cover their costs.

The race ended in Massachusetts for just the second time in event history. With more than
2,000 spectators and media coverage, the event is expected to generate from $350,000 to
$1 million in economic stimulus for the local economy, according to the race's official Web
site.
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Sunday In
Fuel assistancnﬁnu‘hs preparing to help more in need

BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE Sunday, June 29, 2008 2:33 AM EDT

OIL DELI VERY-Sept. 1, 2005 —-Tri-Boro
Oil deliveryman Dave Berglund of
Attleboro delivers 198.8 gallons of home
heating oil to a home on Smith Street in
North Attleboro Thursday, Sept. 1,
2005. At the rate of 2.35/gallon (as it
was on Thursday) the bill for the
delivery is 467.18. PHOTO BY MARK
STOCKWELL

If middle-class pocketbooks already are aching at the
prospect of next winter's heating bills, consider the
poor and elderly on fixed or pinched incomes.

Social service agencies that provide heating
assistance to the needy say they are worried clients
will be forced into making troubling choices.

"They are having to make choices like, 'Do you stay
warm, or do you eat?'" said a concerned Jonathan
Carlson, executive director of Self-Help Inc.

Self-Help's Fuel Assistance Program provides

assistance with heating costs to more than 9,000
households annually in 31 cities and towns across
Southeastern Massachusetts, including Attleboro.

People in need already have been contacting Self-Help

in preparation for winter, which is unheard of in past

years, Carlson said. "Elderly people are especially
nervous," he said
because many are on

Top Headlines

Fuel costs fuel worries
Money in the tank

Fuel assistance programs preparing to
help more in need
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a fixed income, trying to pay for medical expenses, and faced with increasing costs of living

beyond fuel prices.

The program is funded federally, but those funds have proven inadequate to meet recent

demand.

"Something significant has to change," said Carlson, who hopes the federal government will

increase funding.
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Self-Help already has asked for $15 million from the state to help cover the rise in fuel costs,
said Carlson, who encourages citizens to address the situation with their local and state
representatives.

The Attleboro Energy Fund is not waiting around, either. "We can't wait until fall - we need
your help now!" reads a flyer sent out by fund organizers to local businesses in search of
donations.

The Attleboro Energy Fund was created as another option to Self-Help to assist the elderly
and disabled on fixed incomes and low-income and working poor families who are unable to
meet rising fuel costs.

What is particularly frustrating, Carlson said, is the number of middle-class families struggling
to pay for fuel costs and other goods, yet are just outside the range to qualify for
assistance.

"A huge percentage of people in Attleboro fall outside the 200 percent poverty level needed
to qualify for Self-Help," said Julie Fleishmann, outreach manager the city health department.

That's why other funds and programs have been established to assist those in need, she
said.

With oil price up from $2.50 a gallon a year ago to more than $4.50 now - and with no end in

sight, Madeline McNielly, director of the Attleboro Council on Aging and leader of the

Attleboro Energy Fund, wanted to reassure those in need. "It is important that people know
that there are people in the community who care and are
working very hard to prepare for winter," she said.
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Weary drivers think the worse is yet to come gas pricewise

BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

Tuesday, July 1, 2008 2:44 AM EDT

DREW PILLSBURYThe sign in front of a
Mobil station on Route 106 in Mansfield
on Monday. Prices have remain the

same for the past two weeks.

Gas prices in Massachusetts have not changed in two
weeks, but many local motorists believe that trend will
not last.

"It's not going to stop. It's not going to be less. It's
going to keep going up," said one Attleboro resident
while fueling up Monday at the Gas Plus on Pleasant
Street. "I don't even look at the gas prices. I can't
change them," she said.

A statewide survey Monday by AAA of Southern New
England found an average price of $4.06 per gallon for
regular-grade self-serve, 2 cents below the national
average.

Prior to the past two weeks of steadying prices, the
average had increased for 10 consecutive weeks, to
rise above $4-a-gallon for the first time.

"I think as long as people keep paying the increased
price it will keep going up," said Robert McAllister of
Attleboro. "It's supply and demand." McAllister said he
would support any
alternatives to bring
demand down.

"I think it is crazy. It's insane that they are getting
away with this," said his wife, Donna, referring to the
high prices oil companies are charging.

However, some motorists were more optimistic.
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"I think it's a good sign. I think they might go down a little bit. I'm hoping," said Diane Ward
who commutes from Bourne to work in Attleboro.

Looking ahead, drivers speculated on what gas prices will be like by the end of summer.
One driver said she expects gas to be around $5 a gallon by the end of summer.
Delores Santaniello of Attleboro agreed.

She said she expects prices to jump right after the July Fourth holiday..

"Americans have let this happen. And, no one's done anything about it because Americans
are spoiled," Santaniello said.
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Post Your Comments

chiman1111 wrote on Jul 1, 2008 11:09 AM:

" Its crazy to think we will ever see $2 a gallon ever again. Unless you are from Venezuela paying around $0.15 a gallon
you are going to pay alot. Canada have seen these prices years ago. Europe...yeah ok France is paying around $11 a
gallon! We are suffering from $4 a gallon? | am sorry to say it but we have taken low prices for granted for way too long!
We all want the biggest,baddest,newest everything that the next guy has. We never just settle. Escalades, Expeditions,
Denalis, Hummers, that is just vehicles. What about big screen tvs? Big houses? Why do people buy houses they cant
afford? | think it's clear we are victims of our own demise. There are other countries that have it much worse and seem to
make it happen. With out going bankrupt, foreclosed or moneyless. If you have a big family then perhaps you should have
thought about what that intails financially in the future rather than relying on the state to pay your way and than get upset
when the state stops funding. We need to get off our butts and make things happen! Its our own fault. Get up and vote!
Make a difference don't be morons! Don't just complain. Take your anger and direct it to making a change in your own
home, neighborhood, town, city, state, country! Ok | feel better now | vented and need to get back to work so my bills get
paid...lol' "
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What the Fourth means to me

BY ALLISON COLLINS AND MATT ROCHELEAU
FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

Thursday, July 3, 2008 2:59 PM EDT

Jim Quigley, 73, of Norton, who
immigrated from Scotland to the United
States 43 years ago: "It's a great
celebration of independence. It makes
people realize how fortunate they are to
live in a free society."

As the nation celebrates, local residents have

their say about the holiday

The Fourth of July - Independence Day - is more than
fireworks and backyard cookouts. The Sun Chronicle
set out to find what the holiday means to ordinary
residents in the Attleboro area. They include
immigrants, the young and the old. Here is what they
had to say:

North Attleboro Veterans Agent James McCann,
60, who served with the Army's 82nd Airborne
Division in Vietham from 1968 to 1969:

"The Fourth of July is the moment where each of us
should pause and remember the rebirth of democracy.
It should be a great moment of reflection and joy. It's
a time of rejoicing that the human spirit is protected
by the freedoms of democracy. I think a lot of that is
lost today."

Barbara Harwood, 67, office worker for the
Attleboro Council on Aging:

"Freedom. It's a time when the nation comes
together. It's also a time for family, food, and
fireworks." Connie Farrands, 71, of Attleboro:
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"It's such a wonderful holiday. I'm a patriot. I love this
country. I think it's too bad that people don't realize the
importance of this day the way they used to."

Rabbi Elyse Wechterman, Congregation Agudas Achim in

"I love the Fourth of July. I always get teary eyed at some
point during the day. I think it's because I believe in the ideals

of the country. As an American Jew, I know that my
community has flourished here under these ideals of
democracy and freedom like no where else in the world. I very
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much appreciate the opportunities, and at the same time
realize we don't fulfill these ideals very well. July 4th is a time
to recommit to doing my part to live out those values."

State Sen. Scott Brown, R-Wrentham:

"On other holidays we remember the sacrifices made for our
Connie Farrands country, but Independence Day is a more joyous day because
we celebrate the birth of our nation and what it means to be an American. It is a day when
we can wear the red, white and blue and show our pride in our country and heritage. I look
forward to being with friends and family and participating in parades and attending fireworks
shows. Some of my fondest memories are of this day."

Pagna Eam, 19, of Attleboro, who immigrated from Cambodia to the United States in
2004:

"It's about the freedom and the rights that people have. It is a wonderful day. I have been
here about four years and this country has given me great freedom."

Michael Pratas, 18, Navy recruit, of Rehoboth:

"It means representing the country you live in. Patriotism is to fight for oneself, family and
country, and not for only one person. People in past wars did that for us, and that's why we
can enjoy the Fourth."
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Spatcher Pool cool

BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE Saturday, July 12, 2008 1:11 AM EDT

Zack Koehler, 6, of Attleboro, jumps into
the city’s Twin Village Pool on
Wednesday before the storm that hit the
area later that day. Like the Spatcher
Pool, which opened Tuesday for the first
time in several years, the three city
pools, including Twin Villlage, also
opened for the season on Tuesday.
(Martin Gavin staff photo)

ATTLEBORO Top Headlines

The newly renovated Spatcher Pool has made an early  Attieboro briefs
summer splash with local swimmers since reopening
Tuesday for the first time in four years. City library faces cutbacks

"I love it. It's great for young kids especially, and it
allows me to relax a little," Joy Geysen of Attleboro
said Wednesday, the second day the pool was open,
and the first visit for Joy and her 3-year-old son,
Henry.

Bloggers look to the unusual suspects
City dog park? Don't count on it

FBI joins theft probe

Geysen said she has already purchased a membership
and plans to bring her son at least once a week this
summer. E Print this story

E . .
Attleboro resident Jennifer Hill said she too is Emall this story

considering a membership so she and her 14-month- 8 Photo Reprints
old son, Emmett, can keep cool. "I think it looks great.
We will be here a lot g RSS

) " :
this summer," she said. B forums

The state-owned, city-operated pool at Hayward Field = [ AddThis
cost about $1.8 million to repair and upgrade.

A rededication of the pool is scheduled for 10 a.m. Tuesday.

Hill remembers spending time at Spatcher Pool when she was a kid, and she said the recently
completed changes are a big improvement.

"It's completely different - 100 percent better," she said.
Lifeguard Hailey Morrill of Attleboro echoed that.
"It's really nice, and they renovated it really well," she said.

Morrill said Spatcher Pool is more kid friendly and a lot bigger than other local pools where
she has worked.

She and fellow lifeguard Janice Churchill of Attleboro remarked about how nice the new locker
rooms and bathrooms look. Churchill was a lifeguard at Spatcher before the renovation, and
said the entire facility is much cleaner.

Other enhancements to the pool include a mushroom-shaped fountain, a wading pool for

smaller children, a waterfall and misting machines among other toys and amenities for people

of all ages. Despite those additions, lifeguard Paul Crowley of Attleboro said he wishes the
pool still had a diving board like he remembers using when he
was younger.
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Jamie Farnham of Attleboro spent the afternoon with her daughters, 4-year-old Ruby and 2-
year-old Claire. They escaped Wednesday's 90-degree heat in the cool, clear pool water and
ate a picnic lunch beneath the shade of a tree beside the pool.

"I think it's beautiful," said Farnham, who purchased a summer membership upon arriving
Wednesday.

"I like the hats," said Claire, referring to buckets resembling party hats that fill with water
until they flip, emptying into the pool, and on anyone, below.

"I like the deep water," said Ruby.
Farnham said she and her daughters used to make a near 40-minute, 30-mile drive to
Houghton's Pond in Milton, but are now embracing the opportunity to save time and gas

money with Spatcher as a closer alternative.

A one day pass is $5 for Massachusetts residents, $6 for out-of-state children 17 years and
younger and $10 for out-of-state adults.

Season passes are offered to Massachusetts residents only and cost $10 for seniors, $25 for
individuals or $100 per family. Children under 3 are free.

The season ends Aug. 22, when the pool will close until next summer.
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Rehoboth
Patrick to visit Rehoboth

BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

Thursday, July 3, 2008 2:12 AM EDT

REHOBOTH - Local residents who want to give Gov.
Deval Patrick a piece of their minds - or just share an
idea - will get their chance this summer.

Patrick will visit Rehoboth at 6 p.m. on July 29 as part
of a five-week, 11-date town hall meeting tour of the
state beginning Tuesday in Salem.

Patrick said the meetings are open to the public as
part of the administration's goal to make state
government as accessible as possible.

In addition to those sessions, Patrick plans to hold
four public meetings with his cabinet in locations
outside the Statehouse.

The closest to the Attleboro area will be held on the
same day as the Rehoboth meeting in Fall River. The
governor says he wants to give the public a chance
to offer their observations and ideas on issues from

education reform to health care.

"As we continue to rebuild our economy and our
people, it's important that all our residents feel part of
these initiatives," the governor said in a statement. "I
look forward to hearing from all of my constituents on
issues they care about most, and how the state can
be a better partner to local communities."
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For a list of the governor's town hall meeting schedule visit

www.mass.gov/governor/townhall.
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A bang up 4th display

BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

Saturday, July 5, 2008 1:04 AM EDT

The fireworks show at Hayward Field in
Attleboro drew some 14,000 people
Friday night. (Staff photo by Martin

Gavin)

Skies clear for city's fireworks

ATTLEBORO - Early wet weather did not keep an
estimated 14,000 residents from packing Hayward
Field Friday night to watch the city's fireworks display.

The estimate from Police Chief Richard Pierce was one
of the largest crowds in several years he said.

Just after 9 p.m. as "The Star-Spangled Banner"
ended, the bright, thundering fireworks streaked
across a clear sky, bursting into an array of colors and
patterns.

Away from the field, locals lined sidewalks and lawns
along North Avenue and other nearby streets to catch
a glimpse of the half-hour-long show.

For some spectators the night continued a long-
standing Fourth of July family tradition. "It's like a
meeting place for the
family," said Marilyn
Cronin of Norton.

She and her husband Michael joined four generations
of family members at their annual visit to the
Attleboro fireworks.
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Jerry and June Crawford of Attleboro brought their daughter Sidney and 4-year-old son Dylan
to the show for at least their fifth year.

"I like when the grand finale starts," said Sidney, who turns 7 later this month.

The Crawford family said they watched other fireworks in past years, but it just was not the
same.
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One reason was they prefer Attleboro is how, "the police do a great job getting everyone out
after," said June Crawford.

Others got their first taste.

Sean, Eileen, 10-year-old Connor, and 4-year-old Kathleen Danahey of North Attleboro said
they usually watch fireworks at home on TV, but decided to come to the city's festivities for
their first time.

"I hope it's a good show," said Eileen about one hour before the start of the fireworks. The
event had been touch-and-go earlier in the day with showers predicted in the area. Fire
Chief Ronald Churchill made the decision Friday that the event would go on as scheduled,
rather than be postponed as last couple of displays were.

Launched by Atlas Pyrotechnic of Jaffrey, N.H., the fireworks cost over $20,000, said Linda
Alger, a fireworks committee member. Most of the funds were provided by donations,
however about $5,000 was still needed heading into Friday
night, said city Councilor Brian Kirby who was taking
donations with other volunteers in exchange for miniature American Flags at the field's
entrance.

"I think it's worth it. There's not a whole lot people get together as a city to do. It's
important for the community," said Rick LaPalme of Attleboro who spent the evening with
wife Sherry and sons Ricky, 13, and Ryan, 10.

The night included the appearance of Big Nazo Puppets, a raffle of signed Patriots jerseys, a
tribute to the veterans, a speech by Mayor Kevin Dumas, and music by Nate Adams.

An ambulance was called minutes before the start of the national anthem for a man who
collapsed in diabetic shock. Officials said there were no other problems.
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News
At $4.10 a gallon, a twenty doesn't get you very much

BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE Tuesday, July 8, 2008 1:14 AM EDT

Jesse Sanders of Rehoboth keeps a weary
eye on the gauge while gasing up at Gas
Plus on Pleasant Street in Attleboro.
With gas prices pretty much all topping
$4 a gallon, drivers are finding sticker
shock when filling up. (Staff photo by
Tom Maguire)

Gas prices are on the rise again and area drivers
paying more at the pump have noticed the needle on
their vehicles' fuel gauge rising less than it used to.

"Last year, when I bought this car, $20 would fill the
tank," now $20 only fills the tank about halfway, Nick
Smith of Fall River said while gassing up at the Gas
Plus on Pleasant Street in Attleboro.

"It's totally ridiculous," said Jesse Sanders of
Rehoboth, who said he spent only $10 or $15 a week
on gas last year.

Now, he said he needs at least $30 to make it through
the week.

And George Blais of Attleboro, a delivery man for Papa
Gino's, said gas costs him $40 to $60 a week. "It goes
quick. It's $12 just to
get through a Friday
night's deliveries," said
Blais, who estimated he
spends double or triple
the $20 per week gas
cost last year.

After holding steady for

George Blais of Attleboro pumps
some gas into his van. People
pump gas at Gas Plus on Pleasant

Street, Attleboro. (Staff photo by ~ Southern New England.
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three weeks, the average cost of self-serve, regular gasoline
in Massachusetts jumped 2 cents from last week to $4.08 per
gallon, according to a statewide survey Monday by AAA of
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Tom Maguire)
Consumers getting less bang for their buck at gas stations
must also budget for rising prices elsewhere.

"It's killing me," said Rhonda Chauncey of Attleboro, who said she spends about $80 on gas
each week. "I don't know what's killing me more though, gas prices or groceries."

Coupled with a slowing economy, residents are making sacrifices to use less gas and weather
the rising cost of living.

"We don't go out to each as much," said Mike Lewis of Taunton.

Lewis said last year he spent about $30 per week on gas, but even though he drives less
now, gas still costs him $60 to $70 a week, now.

"It's outrageous that they think people can afford these gas prices in this economy," said
passenger Rachel St. Pierre, who stopped to fuel up with driver Lacey Binns.

St. Pierre and Binns of Attleboro said they each spend about twice as much on gas as they
did last summer.

Prior to this week's increase, gas prices had held steady for three consecutive weeks after
10 straight weeks of rising prices. Massachusetts is about 2 cents below the national
average of $4.10, AAA says.

P Return to Previous Page

Rhonda Chauncey of Attleboro
says gas prices are squeezing her,
costing her more than $80 a week.
(Staff photo by Tom Maguire)

Post Your Comments

jose21 wrote on Jul 8, 2008 4:28 PM:
" Jesse Sanders of Rehoboth has the coolest mullett I've seen in years! "

realist wrote on Jul 8, 2008 3:58 PM:
" A cynical addition to chiman1111's comment: | wonder how many of these oversize gas guzzlers were bought with
money from a home equity loan? "

chiman1111 wrote on Jul 8, 2008 11:09 AM:

" " Its crazy to think we will ever see $2 a gallon ever again. Unless you are from Venezuela paying around $0.15 a gallon
you are going to pay alot. Canada have seen these prices years ago. Europe...yeah ok France is paying around $11 a
gallon! We are suffering from $4 a gallon? | am sorry to say it but we have taken low prices for granted for way too long!
We all want the biggest,baddest,newest everything that the next guy has. We never just settle. Escalades, Expeditions,
Denalis, Hummers, that is just vehicles. What about big screen tvs? Big houses? Why do people buy houses they cant
afford? | think it's clear we are victims of our own demise. There are other countries that have it much worse and seem to
make it happen. With out going bankrupt, foreclosed or moneyless. If you have a big family then perhaps you should have
thought about what that intails financially in the future rather than relying on the state to pay your way and than get upset
when the state stops funding. We need to get off our butts and make things happen! Its our own fault. Get up and vote!
Make a difference don't be morons! Don't just complain. Take your anger and direct it to making a change in your own
home, neighborhood, town, city, state, country! Ok | feel better now | vented and need to get back to work so my bills get
paid...lol! " "

realist wrote on Jul 8, 2008 9:36 AM:

" Is a van really the best pizza delivery vehicle?

Spookey is right about the space heaters. With oil going up to near $5 a gallon many people will find electric space heaters
cheaper than oil. That could be a problem. "

spookey wrote on Jul 8, 2008 7:32 AM:

" gas prices are high, however, home heating oil is through the roof. what i am concerned about, is the use of space
heaters this winter. everyone knows what they can cause, if not properly used! this fuel situation came upon us all to fast!
the average person in this part of the country just can't afford these outrageous prices! "

quaff787 wrote on Jul 8, 2008 7:08 AM:
" maybe rhonda should ditch her suv? "
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Prepare for stormy summer, officials say

BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

Friday, July 11, 2008 1:11 AM EDT

With hurricane season here, residents are told to
get emergency supplies together before the next
bad storm arrives in New England

Within 36 hours, Tropical Storm Bertha became the
season's first hurricane, peaked at Category 3 headed
toward the East Coast, and has now weakened to a
Category 1 storm not expected to strike the East
Coast.

Though anticlimactic, Bertha serves as a reminder of
how weather can change literally overnight, and being
ready for Mother Nature's worst can make all the
difference.

Forecasters Thursday night cautioned that Bertha
could strengthen and menace Bermuda.

"In this day and age, people get a fair warning ahead
of time," Attleboro police Capt. David Proia said.

However, he and most officials agree the most
common cause for problems during severe weather
arise from residents who are unaware and unprepared.
Local officials have provided some insight on how to
stay safe during the Atlantic hurricane season, which
runs from June 1 through November 30.

North Attleboro Fire Chief Peter Lamb said preparation
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should begin no later than when the storm is about 72 hours, or three days away.

Residents should be self-sustainable for about three days, which includes a stockpile of non-

perishable food and enough bottled water for everyone in the household, he said.

Once a storm strikes, the most important tip officials offer is to stay inside and off roadways

until it has passed.

Proia suggested people keep the following items at hand during extreme weather: portable
radio to hear weather updates, flashlights, batteries, first aid kits, charged cell phones,

blankets, enough of any prescription medicine to last about a week, tools and plywood to
cover windows. Residents also should fill the family car with gas in case of an evacuation.

An evacuation of Attleboro would be unlikely because the city is far enough inland, however

it could host people fleeing from the coast.

Attleboro would prepare for such a situation by opening shelters, likely at Attleboro High

School and other available school buildings, Proia said.

The public works department would be out to clear roads of any debris. An emergency
operation center would be set up and emergency crews would have extra staff, he said.

Following are tips provided by Ray Cord with Norton's Community Emergency Response Team:

If a hurricane is due to hit our area, bring in all outside furniture and decorations and secure
all awnings and canopies. When a storm hits, move to an interior room or the basement,

staying away from windows and doors.

In the aftermath of a storm, watch out for broken glass, sharp metal and downed power

lines. Assume that all downed lines are live.

If evacuated to an emergency shelter, bring prescriptions, blankets, pillows, books and
games, but no pets. Except for guide animals, pets are not allowed in shelters. Special pet

shelters will be designated.
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Photograph and property damage and attempt to salvage any "before" pictures to help
document your loss and eligibility for assistance.

Red Cross guidelines say to plan ahead for the possibility of becoming separated from family
or friends.

Because local phone lines may be out of service or overloaded after a disaster, designate an
out-of-town contact that each family member can call or e-mail.

Consider having a laminated wallet-sized card made with the contact information.

Contact the American Red Cross Rhode Island Chapter for more tips on preparing for this
year's hurricane season: Toll free 1-800-842-1122 or 401-831-7700.
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Predators on course

BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE Friday, July 11, 2008 1:11 AM EDT

Aerial photograph from the
Massachusetts Geographic Information
System shows Highland Country Club
and the immediate surrounding area.
Coyotes have been spotted on the golf
course recently —this, in an area where
there are also two elementary schools,
one middle school and one high school,
not to mention numerous homes
nearby.

Coyotes have been 'playing’ on Highland Country
Club, just a chip shot from downtown

As if golf was not frustrating enough, imagine walking
toward your next shot with the ball placed neatly in
the middle of the fairway only to have it snatched up
and taken away by a coyote.

That's what happened recently to a golfer at Highland
Country Club in Attleboro, where numerous coyote
sightings are beginning to concern some club
employees, members and nearby residents.

The sightings of both adults and pups began last fall
and have increased in recent weeks, club President
Kevin Bowler said.

The country club, off Mechanic Street, is surrounded
by a densely populated residential area less than a
mile from downtown, where pet owners and parents of
young children especially should keep a watchful eye.

"Personally, I would be very concerned about our
neighbors," Bowler said. Bud Cobb, a club member who
lives across the street
from the course, has
seen the coyotes but is
not worried because he
does not have pets.

(Photo by Associated Press)
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"As long as I don't go out at night," he added.

The club notified its membership of the situation Tuesday via
e-mail and planned to begin alerting surrounding neighbors,
club PGA Pro Drew Chapman said.

The country club contacted the Massachusetts Fisheries and
Wildlife Authority earlier this week to have an observer check
out the situation, Chapman said.

Coyotes are protected by the state. Environmental officials told the club that any type of
removal of the animals would be done as a last resort, Chapman said.

"To me, it's kind of crazy. It seems like something that would be a public health problem,"

Bowler said.

What has been most troubling, Bowler said, is how relatively comfortable the coyotes are
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around humans.

Coyotes do thrive in suburban and urban areas close to people, however, they are usually
shy and elusive, seen only during non-daylight hours, either individually or in small groups.

The animals are afraid of loud noises and bright lights, according to the MassWildlife Web
site.

But in a recent incident, a grounds keeper at the golf course encountered numerous coyotes
on a course green in daylight, Bowler said. When the grounds keeper drove toward the pack
in his cart, the coyotes stood their ground and did not
disperse until an air horn was sounded multiple times, Bowler
said.

Also, earlier this year, a pro shop worker retrieving golf balls in the ball collection machine on
the course's driving range was approached by a couple of coyotes, Bowler said.

Though the sightings are not an every day occurrence and the closest the coyotes have
ever come to a human is about 30 feet, Chapman said club officials are worried.

"My fear is that something serious is going to happen," Bowler said.

The state offered some advice to club officials and local residents to make the coyotes feel
unwelcome, including being aggressive towards scaring them off.

The entire grounds crew has been equipped with air horns, Chapman said, although most
golfers rarely carry such equipment.

"It's a lot easier said than done," Bowler said of deterring the coyotes.

Wildlife officials also advised that no food, trash or habitable areas be left available to the
animals.

* Return to Previous Page
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NaturalCasing wrote on Jul 23, 2008 8:34 AM:
" The city also has dangerous 'animals', except they are not beautiful and covered in fur. Coyotes are nothing. "

kingston73 wrote on Jul 11, 2008 6:22 PM:

" I'm glad it seems like a majority of people don't seem too worried. | don't think there has ever been a documented case of
a coyote attaching a person in the history of the US. Yes, they will eat your small pocket dog or your cat if you leave them
outside unattended, but you have more to worry about with a tick or mosquito than you do with a coyote. HELP, maybe
you should move to the city, where you won't be exposed to any "dangerous" animals. "

harry hindsight wrote on Jul 11, 2008 5:25 PM:

" Help:

Heartless people, most of the comments are for the care and well being of the coyote. That shows heart that people are
willing to put their own self gain of the pleasure of golf after the coyote's right to live and thrive.

The most damaging thing said is the chemicals used by the golf course could be harming the coyotes. So shame on the
golf course. "

concepteur wrote on Jul 11, 2008 5:22 PM:
" Take a look at The Narragansett Bay Coyote Study conducted by the Conservation Agency:
http://www.theconservationagency.org/coyote.htm

Their Safety Tips and Facts:
http://tinyurl.com/62w9q7

help to provide some guidance. They have been living with coyotes on the islands of Narragansett Bay for some time.

Never feed coyotes or leave out foods that might attract them. Secure your trash. They eat fruit, cereals, meats, small
animals, and carrion.

Never feed pets outside.

Bring your small pets inside at night or accompany them in heavily used coyote areas any pet woodchuck size or smaller
is at risk.

A safe cat is an indoor cat. Outdoor cats or cat colonies are a magnet for coyotes.

If coyotes are staring at you, or following you, they probably think you are going to feed them. Remember many coyotes
are trained to expect food from people.

Read the rest: http://tinyurl.com/62w9q7 "

realist wrote on Jul 11, 2008 4:53 PM:
" I meant "You'll be fine". Sorry it's been a long day of preaching and sarcasm. "

realist wrote on Jul 11, 2008 4:52 PM:
" What do you suggest? Exterminate all wild life so that people can enjoy nature? Leave the coyotes alone, don't let your
cat wander the streets, don't leave pet food, or any food outdoors. You'll be find. "



javascript:parent.history.back()



jose21 wrote on Jul 11, 2008 4:44 PM:
" Help - your on the worng website. These guys will tell you it's your fault for having kids, and proabably for having a pool.

HELP wrote on Jul 11, 2008 4:05 PM:

"WOW! HEARTLESS PEOPLE THAT LIVE IN OUR TOWN

THINK ABOUT OUR POOR CHILDREN WHO COULD POSSIBLY BE ATTACKED BY THESE COYOTES

IMCONCERNED

ILIVE IN S ATTLEBORO AND HAVE HAD A COYOTE RUNNING THRU MY YARD FOR THE PAST MONTH WHILE MY FAMILY
AND | ARE ENJOYING OUR POOL "

gingersnap wrote on Jul 11, 2008 2:25 PM:
" Why is the picture of a coyote in the snow? Shouldn't it be on green, plush greens? Are the photographers unable to
capture a picture of these? "

realist wrote on Jul 11, 2008 11:40 AM:
" | have been dealing with coyotes in my neighborhood for years. | have never worried about going outside day or night.
Of course my dog is larger than most coyotes. "

hope2008 wrote on Jul 11, 2008 10:41 AM:

" Skeptic: The goose that was beaten to death with a golf club because it "frightend" a golfer - was killed at Locust Valley
Golf Range. Unfortunately, | withessed the scene. If a golfer found a goose that "frightening", imagin how a golf-ball
stealing coyote will affect golfers. Watch out! "

mmarcia wrote on Jul 11, 2008 10:38 AM:

" There have been packs of coyotes in this area for years. One lives in the now closed North Attleborough Landfill. Yes,
they have been known to wander through the surrounding neighborhoods (mostly at night), and they really hate police and
fire engine sirens (their howls make the hair on the back of your neck stand up!) but we have to share the land. More and
more developments are being built, woods are being cut down, and where are these animals supposed to go?

It's also a good reminder to NOT let your cats and small dogs wander out alone. They won't attack and dog their own size,
but small animals are their food source. "

realist wrote on Jul 11, 2008 10:26 AM:
" | also haven't seen a road runner in a while? A coincidence, | think not. "

realist wrote on Jul 11, 2008 10:20 AM:

" hope2008 has a point. You can have a satellite picture of Bristol County if you want to show where coyotes live. Their
range is through out the state -except for one of the islands, | forget which one.

They have as much a right to exist as the cute little squirrels and the birds in the backyard.

| have noticed fewer skunks in my neighborhood since | have been seeing more coyotes. "

hope2008 wrote on Jul 11, 2008 9:34 AM:

" The entire tone of this article as well as the title - screaming of a predator - is designed to create hysteria. An ariel shot
of the area pointing out schools, homes, etc. Usually these ariel shots are reserved for swat team articles. Homeowners
should immediately sell their homes and the schools should shut down as all of the children are at risk of being eaten alive.
This is what this biased article implies. Does it point out that this area borders a wildlife corridor? Does it mention the
conservation land in that area? No, this artcle, as it was written is designed to frighten people and justify what will
probably happen to these animals. The chemicals on that golf course are a lot more danderous than the coyotes. Where is
the mention of that? | also do not think that the coyotes are stealing golf balls! "

skeptic wrote on Jul 11, 2008 9:26 AM:
" | think the golfers should notice a drop in the goose populuation. Didn't the beating incident happen at a different course? "

Kathy Garrey wrote on Jul 11, 2008 9:10 AM:

" Club President Kevin Bowler is a spoiled yuppie cry BABY. That golf course was built on the coyotes habitat. Learn to
live with them or go golf somewhere else. What a little weenie!! Or better yet - instead of being a yuppie 24/7 - go volunteer
somewhere and make yourself useful. "

hope2008 wrote on Jul 11, 2008 9:03 AM:

" Lets remember that these creatures are a protected species and treat them with the respect that all creatures deserve.
Lets not have the hysteria begin. Several years ago a patron of the golf course became "frightened" of a goose on the
course, and proceeded to beat it to death with a golf club. Remember? Who exactly is the "predator"? "

Harry Hindsight wrote on Jul 11, 2008 8:25 AM:
" "Shop at ACME", good one realist. "

realist wrote on Jul 11, 2008 8:02 AM:

" Actually the canine predator in this area was the wolf until colonial times. The coyote was a smaller scavenger. The
current eastern coyote, say some experts, appears to be a natural hybrid of the western coyote and wolves from Canada
that has moved into the area to fill the niche left by the indigenous wolf extinction. The eastern coyote is much larger than
a western coyote (neither really shop at Acme). That being said, they are part of the nature that golfers are always
claiming to love as they pour tons of insecticide and fertilizer on the grass. Think of them as the northeast's version of the
natural hazards on Florida courses. alligators. They will eat the smaller rodents like groundhogs and squirrels. Imagine how
different the movie Caddyshack would have been if it were a coyote and not a gopher on the course.

Of course I'm a bit skeptical of the story that the ball was snatched by a coyote. Maybe he lost it... "

spookey wrote on Jul 11, 2008 7:54 AM:
" AMEN, to you harry. man kind have driven these animals out of their natural territory, with development everywhere. the
old saying is "you reap the harvest that you soe!" "

Harry Hindsight wrote on Jul 11, 2008 7:39 AM:

" Before everyone starts crying about safety of children and pets, blah blah blah, let's remember that this was and is their
natural territory. We built houses into the woods and fields that were the coyotes hunting grounds and pushed them into
the only local open space they could find, the golf course.

They are protected by the state and anyone harming them should be arrested. even the expert from the state says that
removal is a last resort.

Let nature take it's course, when they eat the food source at the golf course, they will move to another area to hunt. It is
the balance of things. They help keep the rodent and rabbit population in balance. "
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News
Pricey, with glitches, but everybody wants it
BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE Saturday, July 12, 2008 1:11 AM EDT

Kimmy Bradsher sees her new iPhone at
the Tempe Marketplace AT&T store
Friday. (Associated Press)

New Apple iPhone draws big crowds to the local

outlets Top Headlines
Between long lines, sellouts and activation problems, Theft charges added
patience was key for local shoppers looking to

purchase the coveted iPhone 3G released by Apple Mourning a life cut short

Inc. on Friday.

More fun in store on Rte. 1
By early afternoon, the AT&T store at Emerald Square
mall in North Attleboro had sold out, with no news on
when more stock would arrive, shopper Desi Bellamy of
Providence said after leaving the store.

Help on wheels

Pricey, with glitches, but everybody

wants it
"I would have bought it today if they had it," Bellamy
said.
Employees at the store said they could not speak to &h Print this story

the news media, but next door at J.B. Robinson
Jewelers, employee Dennis Baker said there was a line
of about 30 people snaking out of the AT&T store 8 Photo Reprints
when he arrived for work at 9:30 a.m., though the

B4 Email this story

store does not open until 10 a.m. &l RSS

i a Forums
Baker said he spoke to the person at the front of the _
line, who said he had camped outside the store since G /ddThis

8 a.m. Lines at the Apple Store at Providence Place
Mall were even longer,
according to Bellamy, who went there earlier in the day.

Bellamy estimated a line of 200 people waited there, stretching from the store's doorway to
the mall escalators. Despite long lines, phones there were in stock as of 4 p.m. Friday,
according to a store employee.

The iPhone 3G, released in 21 countries Friday, updates last year's model by speeding up
Internet access and adding a navigation chip. Consumers paid $199 for the lower model or
$299 for the top-of-the-line model, plus a two-year service contract through AT&T.

Though less expensive than the initial prices of $499 and $599 for the older models, some
shoppers still said the high-tech gadget was too pricey.

"I would get it if I was rich enough," said John Roque Jr. of North Attleboro, who came with
friends Jared Herrern and Alex Pereira just to check out the new phone.

"It's pretty cool, but the plan is too expensive," said another shopper who intended to stick
with his current T-Mobile service.

The lucky few who waited out the lines long and got their hands on an iPhone before they
sold out found they were not done waiting yet.
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A spokesman for AT&T, the exclusive carrier for the iPhone in the U.S., said there was a
global problem with Apple's iTunes servers that prevented the phones from being fully
activated in-store, as had been planned.

Instead, employees were telling buyers to go home and perform the last step by connecting
their phones to their own computers, spokesman Michael Coe said.

However, the iTunes servers were equally hard to reach from home, leaving the phones

unusable except for emergency calls. Calls to AT&T started with an automated message
telling customers they may have to wait until later in the day
to "tether and sync" their devices.

The problem extended to owners of the previous iPhone model. A software update released
for that phone on Friday morning required the phone to be reactivated through iTunes.

John Nason of Norton uses the previous model, and said he was unable to use his phone all
day since he tried updating it at home Friday morning.

"I wish I never got it," Nason said of his current iPhone.

He said the newer model is better and less expensive, and visited the AT&T store in North
Attleboro to upgrade, but the store was out of stock.

"The new one looks awesome - sounds like a good deal," Nason said.

® Return to Previous Page

Post Your Comments

realist wrote on Jul 12, 2008 10:00 AM:
" The glitch is with the ATT system. It will be worked out in a few days. This is an amazing product that will put other
phones to shame. "
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News

Comcast subscribers to lose six channels

BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 2:35 AM EDT

Almost one-third of Comcast New England subscribers
will see six channels disappear over the next few
days.

As the cable provider switches those channels to a
digital signal between today and Thursday, residents
using its analog service will no longer be able to view
the channels, Comcast spokeswoman Jennifer Niloff.

Before Aug. 15, analog users can request a free digital
converter box from Comcast for one year without
paying the monthly fee of $3.95, she said.

The 70 percent of Comcast New England users who
are digital subscribers will still have access to the
channels without interruption, but the channel
numbers will change, Niloff said.

The channels are: MSNBC which will now be Channel
251, TruTV will be Channel 186, Hallmark will be

Channel 208, EWTN will be Channel 238, BCTV will be
Channel 268 and Inspiration will be Channel 234. CN8
will remain available to all users as its number moves

Top Headlines

Mansfield heads to the polls

Dip in costs little comfort to owners of
gas guzzlers

North rookie cop finds big success on
his first patrol

Two Attleboro men charged with radiator
theft

High carbon monoxide levels force family
to flee Norton home

E. Print this story
B4 Email this story

i Photo Reprints

Bl RSS
from Channel 3 to Channel 188.

a Forums
NJT, Channel 56, will no longer be available at all on F9 AddThis

Comcast, according to www.comcastdigitalworld.com,
where more information is available.

Comcast, the only cable provider in the country that still offers any analog channels, wanted
to make room for more high-definition, on-demand programming and faster Internet service,
Niloff said.

A single analog channel takes up to 10 times as much room as a digital channel, or three
times as much as a high-definition channel.

The transition comes separate from the federally mandated Digital Broadcast Transition in
February 2009, which will not affect cable companies or their customers.

* Return to Previous Page
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mmarcia wrote on Jul 15, 2008 2:31 PM:
" There are no competitors! I'm sure Comcast has an agreement that they will be the exclusive carrier. They are the only
option, unless you want that ugly dish in your yard. "

burf1 wrote on Jul 15, 2008 12:15 PM:
" Dump cable!!! Directv is vastly superior and more cost effective anyway! "

realist wrote on Jul 15, 2008 8:03 AM:

" The local towns should be looking at their contracts with Comcast. They are required to keep a minimum number of
channels.

Of course if it were up to Comcast they would broadcast nothing but Home Shopping and Pay Per View services. "

foxres wrote on Jul 15, 2008 2:53 AM:
" Are any of the competitors or other services better, worse, the same? Do they switch channels or pricing tiers often? "




http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket/automobiles/automobiles/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket/help_wanted

https://secure.townnews.com/shared-content/perform/?domain_name=thesunchronicle.com&form_template=class

https://secure.townnews.com/shared-content/perform/?domain_name=thesunchronicle.com&form_template=subscribe

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/news/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/sports/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/features/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/milestones/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/print_services/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/reprints/

http://affiliate.zap2it.com/tvlistings/ZCGrid.do?aid=selectmsc

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket/automobiles/automobiles/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket/help_wanted/

http://thesunchronicle.trulia.com/MA/Attleboro/

https://secure.townnews.com/shared-content/perform/?domain_name=thesunchronicle.com&form_template=subscribe

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/attleboro/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/foxboro/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/mansfield/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/norfolk/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/north_attleboro/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/norton/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/plainville/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/rehoboth/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/seekonk/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/wrentham/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/15/news/3407056.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/15/news/3410031.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/15/news/3415591.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/15/news/3415612.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/15/news/3415645.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/15/news/3415990.prt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/15/news/3415990.eml

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/reprints

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/rss

http://www.thesunchronicle.ning.com/forum

http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php

http://www.comcastdigitalworld.com/

javascript:parent.history.back()



*Member ID: I

*Password: I

Forgot Your Password?
Login |

or

Sign Up! |

News | Sports | Classifieds | Archives | Subscribe | Guestbook | Home | About Us | Contact Us



http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/15/news/3415990.txt#

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/news

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/sports

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/archives

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/shared-content/perform/?domain_name=thesunchronicle.com&form_template=subscribe

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/guestbook/guestbook1.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/about_us

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/contact_us




34 South Main St., Attleboro, MA - (508) 222-7000

Home L Sports-"JIFeatures “\Classifieds | Milestones | Services |Photos| TV I.isting;' "Cars [ Jobs |Real Estate'| Subscribe |

Attleboro Foxboro Mansfield Norfolk North Attleboro Norton Plainville Rehoboth Seekonk Wrentham

Attleboro
Up, up - and away

BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE Tuesday, July 22, 2008 2:49 AM EDT

Kevin Aguirre, 11, of Attleboro,
launches his rocket during Wednesday’s
Sensata and United Way design contest
to make and launch rockets. To view an
online video of this event go to
thesunchronicle.com/video. (Staff photo
by Tom Maguire)

ATTLEBORO - Children and adults had a blast Top Headlines
watching their creations soar overhead Wednesday at
the Sensata Technologies and United Way sponsored Attleboro briefs
rocket design and launching competition.
Will she go from Briggs to the Food
"It's awesome. Rockets are always fun," said Boy Network?
Scout and Cub Scout leader Barry Pond.

Attleboro dog park 6 votes away
The water-powered rockets provided quite a show as

the projectiles jetted past the 200-foot stretch of Attleboro council OKs dog park law
grass between Sensata's Operations and Business
Centers, landing in the parking lot beyond. Car shears hydrant in city

Twenty different teams were composed of one child
from either the Boys and Girls Club of Attleboro,

Markman Children's Programs in Attleboro, the & Print this story
Attleboro YMCA or Anawan Council of Boy Scouts.

B4 Email this story

Traveling an estimated 392 feet, the winning rocket 38 Photo Reprints
by Team 8 was constructed by 11-year-old Alex
Girard of the Attleboro YMCA, along with Sensata &l RSS

employees Joe Medeiros and Roger Mayer of Rehoboth = B s

and Eric Morrison of Warwick, R.I. The group, which

credited its success to €3 AddThis

good weight distribution

and a "superior design,"

used a two-liter soda bottle for the base, a plastic folder for
the nose and CDs broken in half for fins.

"It's funny to see all the different designs," said Pond, who
helped his 10-year-old son, Matt, build "The Phoenix" for Team
14, which cleared the bushes just before the parking lot.

Design work Gary Hasson, Paula . - .
Hasson and Jay McGowan of Each team had only an hour and a list of specified materials

Sensta put some big wings on the  to build the rockets in the Business Center auditorium. Teams

rocket of Amber James, 10, of were given the opportunity to make modifications after their
Attleboro during Wednesday s first try.

Sensata and United Way design

contest to make and launch i
rockets. To view an online video of 1€am 13 used the CDs, bolts and washers they were provided

this event, go to to give their design the weight they wanted.
www.thesunchronicle.com/video.

"The whole thing was Freddy's idea," said DiBenedetto, who
worked with 10-year-old Freddy Moran of Markman's Children's Programs in Attleboro and
fellow interns Bryan Methe of Longmeadow and Michael Chin of Foxboro.



http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket/automobiles/automobiles/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket/help_wanted

https://secure.townnews.com/shared-content/perform/?domain_name=thesunchronicle.com&form_template=class

https://secure.townnews.com/shared-content/perform/?domain_name=thesunchronicle.com&form_template=subscribe

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/news/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/sports/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/features/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/milestones/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/print_services/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/reprints/

http://affiliate.zap2it.com/tvlistings/ZCGrid.do?aid=selectmsc

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket/automobiles/automobiles/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket/help_wanted/

http://thesunchronicle.trulia.com/MA/Attleboro/

https://secure.townnews.com/shared-content/perform/?domain_name=thesunchronicle.com&form_template=subscribe

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/attleboro/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/foxboro/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/mansfield/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/norfolk/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/north_attleboro/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/norton/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/plainville/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/rehoboth/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/seekonk/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/wrentham/

http://thesunchronicle.com/video

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/22/attleboro/3063790.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/22/attleboro/3311133.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/22/attleboro/3311144.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/22/attleboro/3319970.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/22/attleboro/3343285.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/22/attleboro/3424778.prt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/22/attleboro/3424778.eml

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/reprints

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/rss

http://www.thesunchronicle.ning.com/forum

http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/video



Moran performed a victory dance after a successful blast for his team. He said he was
excited and the best part of the day was getting to pull the launch cord, "and have it not
blow up on the launch pad," added teammate and Sensata intern John DiBenedetto of
Raynham.

The design contest was used, "to increase employee awareness of United Way funded
agencies," Sensata spokeswoman Linda Megathlin said.

And it seemed to work as, a crowd of employees surrounded the launch site while others
lined office building windows and the pavement to catch a glimpse.

Cheers, 'ohs' and 'ahs' echoed through the quad during the two rounds of lift-offs.

For first place, Girard received his own prize pack, a donation of $127 for the Attleboro YMCA
and the promise of rocket-shaped ice pops for his entire camp at a later date. Sensata was
awarded the United Way's Chairman's Cup, becoming the only
company to win the honor twice since it was introduced in
2002.

Sensata won the cup last year, which is given to a company
that gives back the most to communities in New England, said
Peter Thomas, senior vice president of the United Way of
Massachusetts.

"Today is an excellent example of how you folks give back to
the community," Thomas said, handing the prize to David
Britton, Sensata's engineering manager in sensors and co-
chairman of its United Way group.

TOM MAGUIRESensata wins cup
Peter Thomas, left, the chief * Return to Previous Page
professional officer and senior vice
president of United Way of
Massachusetts presents the United
Way of Massachusetts Bay
Chairman’s Cup to David Britton,
the co-chairman of the Sensata
United Way Campaign on
Wednesday. Sensata was awarded
the United Way'’s Chairman’s Cup,
becoming the only company to win
the honor twice since it was
introduced in 2002. Sensata won
the cup last year, which is given to
a company that gives back the
most to communities in New
England. VIDEO: To view an online
video of the rocket design and
launch competition, go to
thesunchronicle.com/video.
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News
Not much relief from pain at pump

BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

Saturday, July 19, 2008 1:13 AM EDT

The gas sign at the Hess Station in
Bakers Corner, Seekonk read $3.93.9.
(Staff photo by Tom Maguire)

Area drivers say they think the most recent dip in
prices for gasoline only temporary

ATTLEBORO - Motorists generally find the cheapest
gas prices in the area along a stretch of Pleasant
Street that is home to six gas stations - from the
Super Petroleum downtown to the Ray Getty a mile
away.

Yet, even the bargains of the Attleboro Gas Mile,
where gas prices have fallen below $4 a gallon,
combined with generally falling gas prices elsewhere
are doing little to ease the pain at the pump for most
drivers.

Sarah Doucette of North Attleboro was glad prices
dropped slightly this week, though she said it really
hasn't made much of a difference.

"I have to get gas either way," said Doucette, who
was filling up at Ray Getty. She said prices will not
really begin to make a difference for her unless they
go back to $3 a gallon.

And most motorists say prices below $4 per gallon are
not here to stay. "It's not going to last," said Daniel
Pare of Attleboro. "A

Top Headlines

City tries to boost safety at local pools
Spatcher is just spectacular

Attleboro plans to bring sex offender
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penny here, two cents there, it doesn't matter."

Though the penny-saving price drop has not made a difference yet for Bob Alves, he was
optimistic.

"It's a good trend," said Alves, who added this week's three-day, 11 percent, drop in crude
oil prices could have an impact on fuel costs.

That trend was short-lived, however, because oil prices rebounded Friday above $130 a
barrel.

In the meantime, operators say the relative bargain on Pleasant Street is because of the
concentration of stations along a short stretch of road.
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"We are all in competition with each other, all looking for customers," said Roger Winsor,
owner of Super Petroleum.

Ray Deiri, owner of Ray Getty, said the competition is there but he tries not to focus on it.

"Whenever I can pass a buck to my customers, I'm willing to do it. They are all hurting," Deiri
said.

That's a practice that might get tougher, as big oil companies squeeze the greatest profit
from the gas crisis.

Pleasant Street Shell owner Cindy Karol said this has been the worst year for business since
her family started in 1981, and the competition is jeopardizing the station's future. Prices for
regular unleaded along Pleasant Street were all below $4
Friday with the exception of Shell and Mobil. The lowest was
Cumberland Farms at $3.93, although later in the day the price rose to $3.99.
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Call Attleboro walking club The Wanderers

BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

Tuesday, July 22, 2008 2:49 AM EDT

ATTLEBORO - "Get tired of walking?" Tony Sousa

joked after lapping seven of his fellow walking club
members who had stopped along a path in Capron
Park to talk with a reporter.

Quick-witted comments like that are common for this
vivacious group of Attleboro seniors, all over 70, who
gather every Monday and Wednesday at 8 a.m. to
walk about one or two miles through the city's
landmark park.

They are called the Rev. Larson Senior Center Walking
Club, or as the back of their matching T-shirts reads,
the "Attleboro Wanderers."

"It's a friendship, a comradery," said member Millie
Bauer of the nine-person club nearing its two-year
anniversary.

"We keep moving and socialize and have lots of fun,"
said Wednesday session leader Phyllis Campbell, who
added that the walkers carry on casual conversations
and update each other on the news. The group says
they normally trudge through summer rainstorms,
prepared with umbrellas in their cars, but in the winter
they sometimes forced by cold or severe weather to

meet and walk at Emerald Square mall in North Attleboro.
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"They don't even compare," retired Attleboro police officer and former club leader, Matt

Savastano said of walking in the mall versus the park.

All of the members said they enjoy the park the most, for its openness and scenery, as well
as the shade the tall, overhanging trees provide, said member Carol Theberge.

"It's a beautiful park to walk in," Campbell said.

She said the park provides a great opportunity to meet other people in the community and

their dogs.

The exercise can also benefit physical, mental and emotional health, member Ginny Holt said

she has learned from her doctor.

Holt noted how depression can be common among the elderly, but exercise, especially in a

group, can help.

The activity is also good for blood pressure and keeps blood flowing to the brain to help stay

alert.

And, several members said they keep active in other ways, from bowling, biking, tai chi or

additional walking.

There is no pressure to keep up, so members walk at their own pace while keeping one
another in sight. "I'm not a fast walker, I'm not a slow walker - I'm a half-fast walker," Matt
Savastano said of his pace through the half-mile laps with his wife, Alice.

One walker, Gerry Green was absent Monday. The group said it is always ready to look out
for fellow seniors who do not feel well, move out of the area or die.

"Groups like these have to be open-ended," Millie Bauer said.

The club welcome new members.

"It's fun. It's a good group," said Monday's leader, Theo Sousa.
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The club wants other people to consider joining and realize the benefits the walks can offer.
They also said there are always plenty of spaces where they meet in the park's small parking
lot across from Nelson Family Dental off County Street.

"Come and try us, you might like us," Campbell said.

Anyone interested can call the Rev. Larson Senior Center for more information and to sign-
up.
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Round and round on memory lane

BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE Tuesday, July 29, 2008 3:09 AM EDT

Bob Curran shows Elena Clarke of
Attleboro and Mark Clarke of Attleboro
his model of the Looff Carousel. The
carousel still operates at Slater Park in
Pawtucket. Curran brought his model of
the 1895 carousel to the Larson Senior
Center last week for the seniors to enjoy.
(Staff photo by Tom Maguire)

Think of a day at an amusement park, and maybe hot

! . / Top Headlines
dogs, carnival prizes, cotton candy and a lurching

stomach after a few dizzying rides comes to mind.

But for Bob Curran of South Attleboro, nothing
compares with a few spins around a classic carousel.

Now retired, the 74-year-old Curran built from scratch
a fully functional, one-12th scale replica of the Looff
Carousel, where he worked at Slater Memorial Park in
Pawtucket.

Completed about five years ago, the model has 50
hand-carved, basswood pieces, including 42 horses,
three dogs, one camel, a giraffe, a lion and two
double benches.

Each horse is made of 12 to 14 parts, Curran said.
Music plays through a
mini band organ as a
sewing machine belt
takes the carousel from
a complete stop to up
to 10 revolutions per
minute. The mini ride
runs for about three
minutes before pausing
for another three to

Bob Curran sets up his model of
the 1895 Looff Carousel. (Staff
photo by Tom Maguire)

a 48-inch square base, took about four years to build.
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simulate riders getting on and off.

The 24-inch high, 44-inch diameter carousel, centered above

In the center of the ride, standing near the controls is the carousel operator.

"That was me. But I never wore those coveralls," Curran said last week at Attleboro's Rev.
Larson Senior Center, where he displayed the miniature ride for the first time in about five

years.

He worked on the full-size ride as a carousel operator at Slater Park for about four years.

Slater Park's Looff Carousel was built in 1895 and is among the oldest and few remaining

wooden stander carousels still operating in the United States. A "stander" carousel is one in

which the horses or other animals remain in place, rather than go up and down.

The carousel is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, and is named after its



http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket/automobiles/automobiles/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket/help_wanted

https://secure.townnews.com/shared-content/perform/?domain_name=thesunchronicle.com&form_template=class

https://secure.townnews.com/shared-content/perform/?domain_name=thesunchronicle.com&form_template=subscribe

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/news/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/sports/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/features/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/milestones/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/print_services/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/reprints/

http://affiliate.zap2it.com/tvlistings/ZCGrid.do?aid=selectmsc

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket/automobiles/automobiles/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket/help_wanted/

http://thesunchronicle.trulia.com/MA/Attleboro/

https://secure.townnews.com/shared-content/perform/?domain_name=thesunchronicle.com&form_template=subscribe

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/attleboro/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/foxboro/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/mansfield/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/norfolk/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/north_attleboro/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/norton/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/plainville/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/rehoboth/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/seekonk/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/wrentham/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/29/news/3446296.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/29/news/3451352.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/29/news/3452539.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/29/news/3459314.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/29/news/3464034.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/29/news/3446296.prt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/29/news/3446296.eml

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/reprints

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/rss

http://www.thesunchronicle.ning.com/forum

http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php



builder Charles I.D. Looff, who constructed the first carousel ever at Coney Island, N.Y.

Even on a carousel where riders and the horses they straddle do not go up and down, Curran
said the hardest part of the job was making sure people stayed in their seats.

So, what attracted him to the giddy, yet sedate world of carousels?

"It wasn't for the money, that's for sure," Curran said. In fact, Curran said he put more of his
own money into the ride than he made.

He said he sanded down and replaced numerous boards to
restore the art underneath. He fixed two fans, meant to cool
the ride, so they would pass safety inspections. And, he sold
carved miniature horses and donated the money to the
carousel.

"I put a lot of my own money into it. I hope they appreciated
it," said Curran, who stopped working at the park about five
years ago.

Bob Curran's model of the 1895
Looff Carousel is remarkable for
its detail. The model is a one-12th o i L .
scale replica of the Victorian-era PaWtUCket, did in faCt, show its appreCIatlon in 1999 by

landmark. (Staff photo by Tom refurbishing horse 4A on the carousel, and naming it "Bob" -
Maguire) after Curran.
His replica of the Looff Carousel also was on display in Pawtucket City Hall for a time.

He also has taken his replica on the road to miniature carousel shows in Pennsylvania.

"I think the workmanship is what gets them most," Curran said of other model builders who
have admired his craft.

Curran concedes, however, that he needed help along the way.

Curran originally used ceramic for the model, since he didn't know how to carve wood. But he
met online fellow carousel enthusiast Debbie Martinez of Houston, who, for a Christmas gift,
sent a hand-carved miniature horse.

Previously unaware she was so adept at wood caring, Curran asked her to make the horses
for his carousel. She accepted, carving and mailing two or three pieces at a time, based on
Curran's measurements.

"I was lucky to find her," said Curran, who painted each piece as it arrived.

He estimated each horse Martinez made could sell for almost $100. Curran said he could not
let her generosity go unrewarded, so he sent her $20 for each horse.

Another person he credits is his wife for putting up with him.

"She was a good inspiration," he said.

Now, the former truck driver, father of six, and grandfather of 14 says he is done building
models. He plans to give the attention he once paid to the carousel toward caring for his

wife.

Curran says he has considered donating the miniature carousel to a museum, and hopes to
see a real, full-size carousel built in Attleboro.

He suggested Capron Park as a good spot, an idea that resonated with those gathered at
the senior center.

"That's a good place for it" said David Downs of Attleboro, who was admiring the model. "I
think it's great. It takes a lot of work to make something like this."

Others agreed.

"I love it. It's my favorite ride," said Judith Shevory of Attleboro.
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News
What to do with Manny?
BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE Tuesday, July 29, 2008 3:09 AM EDT
Red Sox left-fielder Manny Ramirez is in the news Top Headlines
again, this time saying he is tired of the team and
wouldn't mind being traded. The Sun Chronicle asked Round and round on memory lane
area residents, "If you were the Red Sox, what would
you do with Ramirez?" High gas costs fueling online classes at

local colleges
"I'm a Cubs fan, but I watch the Red Sox because of
Manny Ramirez. He's the most entertaining player off Norton firefighters to get new rescue
the field and he's clutch. I would pay him his $20M. All  boat
I can think about is him rolling over the ball he tried to
catch in the outfield last week." Gillette country concert draws crowds,
crimes, drunkeness
-Ron Henderson, 46, Providence, landscape architect
What to do with Manny?
"He's too valuable to the team."

- Phil Ross, 17, Attleboro, Attleboro High senior "I say

keep him. He's produced more than he's bungled. You & Print this story

don't have him in the lineup to be a fielder." B4 Email this story
-David Farmer, 45, Attleboro, an engineer and a St. iE8 Photo Reprints
Louis fan

&l Rss

"That's a tough question. I think they need to re-sign B rorums
Manny, and then he'll settle in." )
n AddThis

-Pete Fine, 49, Rehoboth, patent worker

"Trade him. I'm tired of it, too. All the offense and the stuff he does is great, but ..."
-Jonathan Parker, 48, North Easton.

"I'd keep him. He's batting over .300 now."

-Samantha Gray, 18, Attleboro, Bristol County Agricultural High School graduate who will
attend Westfield State College.

* Return to Previous Page
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sideline wrote on Jul 29, 2008 10:09 PM:
" get rid of the cry baby. 20 mill for playing a kids game. He never woked a day in his live. None of them cry baby athletes
ever worked a day in their lives and worried about how to pay their tax, heating bills or better yet their FOOD bills. "

spookey wrote on Jul 29, 2008 7:56 AM:

" LOOK, manny is just being manny. he is very productive with the bat, and boston needs more of that. i believe he gets
upset, when he is the only one producing. he is just like nomar, and others, who made their mark, and moved on to other
teams. manny has been good to baseball, and baseball has been good to many. nomar, and johnny d, have done well with
other teams. manny can too! "
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Seekonk vet, owner search for lost '"Tuffy'

BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

Tuesday, July 29, 2008 3:09 AM EDT

Tuffy

SEEKONK - The owners of a Pomeranian named
"Tuffy" and staff at Central Avenue Veterinary Clinic
are on the lookout for the small dog that escaped
from the clinic last week.

Tuffy was frightened following a severe thunderstorm
that swept through the area last Wednesday and
bolted from the clinic where he was being boarded.

The 8-year-old dog is about 1 1/2 feet long, weighs
10 pounds and has a reddish coat and white chest,
said the owner, MarkChartier, of 55 Middle St. in
Attleboro.

Tuffy wears a blue collar with tags, said Tina
Truesdale, wife of clinic veterinarian William Truesdale.

A reward is being offered, but the amount was not
immediately announced. The dog has been spotted on
three occasions over
the past six days,
including near Tiffany Street in Seekonk, the baseball
fields off North Street and Shirwood Drive and along
South Main Street near the railroad tracks.

Several hours after heavy nighttime thunderstorm,

Top Headlines

Seekonk briefs
Booking it in Seekonk

Now planning Seekonk's future: John
Hansen

Police find illegal fireworks in Seekonk

Viera, Cavaco to square off in Seekonk

5 Print this story

B Email this story
i Photo Reprints
gl RSS

a Forums

‘(_’ AddThis

Tuffy was still "petrified" and dug a hole under a fence at the clinic, Truesdale said.

The clinic hired Debbie Scarpellini, a professional dog finder, on Saturday, Truesdale said.

She said Scarpellini told her that should anyone spot Tuffy, they should not call out or

approach him because the dog will likely be frightened.

Chartier, after returning from a one-week vacation in Mexico with his wife, said they had

their only pet boarded in a kennel at the facility.

Tuffy has been a regular visitor to the clinic for the past eight years, Truesdale said.

Chartier said anyone who sees the dog or can provide helpful information should call his home
phone at 508-399-5223, Tina Truesdale at 508-642-7866 or Debbi Scarpellini at 508-208-

8616.

* Return to Previous Page



http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket/automobiles/automobiles/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket/help_wanted

https://secure.townnews.com/shared-content/perform/?domain_name=thesunchronicle.com&form_template=class

https://secure.townnews.com/shared-content/perform/?domain_name=thesunchronicle.com&form_template=subscribe

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/news/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/sports/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/features/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/milestones/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/print_services/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/reprints/

http://affiliate.zap2it.com/tvlistings/ZCGrid.do?aid=selectmsc

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket/automobiles/automobiles/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket/help_wanted/

http://thesunchronicle.trulia.com/MA/Attleboro/

https://secure.townnews.com/shared-content/perform/?domain_name=thesunchronicle.com&form_template=subscribe

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/attleboro/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/foxboro/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/mansfield/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/norfolk/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/north_attleboro/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/norton/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/plainville/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/rehoboth/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/seekonk/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/wrentham/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/29/seekonk/3063799.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/29/seekonk/3116434.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/29/seekonk/3232002.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/29/seekonk/3370457.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/29/seekonk/3374337.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/29/seekonk/3466011.prt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/29/seekonk/3466011.eml

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/reprints

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/rss

http://www.thesunchronicle.ning.com/forum

http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php

javascript:parent.history.back()



Post Your Comments

*Member ID: I

*Password: I

Forgot Your Password?

Login |

Sign Up! |

News | Sports | Classifieds | Archives | Subscribe | Guestbook | Home | About Us | Contact Us



http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2008/07/29/seekonk/3466011.txt#

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/news

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/sports

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/admarket

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/archives

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/shared-content/perform/?domain_name=thesunchronicle.com&form_template=subscribe

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/guestbook/guestbook1.txt

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/about_us

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/contact_us




WEDNESDAY JULY 30, 2008


Preparation is key to riding out big storms


BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE


Weather forecasters anticipate an unusually busy hurricane season for New England and the entire East Coast, causing state and city officials to make preparations.


The predictions are attributed to above average temperatures in off shore waters along the East Coast and data suggesting storms will take a north or northwest turn once they reach the Western Atlantic, said AccuWeather meteorologist Tom Kines.


A main concern for safety officials is the public’s readiness should a storm hit, said Peter Judge, public information officer for the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency. 


“Part of the problem is people don’t have a real grasp on what a hurricane is like,” Judge said, referring to Bay State residents who rarely encounter major summer storms.


In fact, the last notable Atlantic storm to hit the area was nearly a decade ago.


In 1999 Hurricane Floyd, downgraded to a tropical storm once it hit New England, caused minor damage, power failures and flooding. 


While it has been nearly 17 years since the last severe hurricane reached local landfall, Bob, a Category 2 Hurricane in August 1991, socked the region with winds between 91 and 110 mph causing nearly $1 billion in damage.


With such long gaps since Bob, Floyd and today, many local residents are without a great sense of what to expect or how to prepare for what could become a reality this summer.


“People should realize that they may have to be self-reliant for a while,” Attleboro Fire Chief Ronald Churchill said.


North Attleboro Fire Chief Peter Lamb said residents should begin preparing no later than when the storm is about 72 hours — three days — away.


“The one advantage hurricanes give us over other disasters is people usually get plenty of 

warning,” Judge said.


Officials emphasized the value of using a portable radio to hear urgent messages like weather updates, and the locations of shelters or evacuation buses.


Preparing for those fleeing


Though an evacuation of Attleboro seems unlikely due to the town’s distance from the coast, local towns will prepare for an influx of people fleeing the coast, said Attleboro Police Capt. David Proia.


Suggestions for locals, whether at home or on vacation, also included: keeping enough bottled water and non-perishable food that does not need to be cooked to last about three days, flashlights, batteries, first aid kits, charged cell phones, a family communication plan, blankets, enough of any prescription medicine to last about 1 week, tools and plywood to cover windows, and a full gas tank in case of an evacuation.


“All of it is common sense, but all the people in the city couldn’t call us and say ‘we need your help,’” said Churchill on why emergency personnel constantly remind the public to be well-equipped.


Beyond asking the community to be vigilant, state and city crews have made their own provisions for potential hurricanes.


“We prepare every year like this is going to be the year we get one,” so the state can step in to help residents “if the storm exceeds their capabilities,” Judge said.


In May, prior to the start of the Atlantic hurricane season — which runs from June 1 to Nov. 30 — MEMA performs exercises with local towns. The training ensures local communities have adequate equipment and personnel in case of a major storm, he said.


When the storm gets close


If a storm crosses north of the Carolinas aimed at New England, MEMA would begin to monitor the activity with National Weather Service. The state emergency center in 

Framingham and emergency centers in surrounding areas, including Bridgewater, would be activated, Judge said.


Once a storm hit, Massachusetts would receive any necessary assistance from the National Guard, Red Cross, Mass. Highway, and coastal officials to manage the situation.


Locally, Attleboro would open shelters, likely at Attleboro High School and other available school buildings, said Proia. The Public Works Department will be out to clearing roads of any debris. An emergency operation center will be setup and emergency crews will have extra staff, Proia said.


More specifics on the town’s emergency management procedure would be announced as needed and determined by the circumstances, Lamb said.


Announcements and updates would come through local TV, automated telephone messages, radio and other available means of communication, Lamb said.


Weather patterns suggest about a dozen hurricanes will develop in the Atlantic this year, which is about average, said AccuWeather meteorologist Tom Kines. 


However, residents north of the Carolinas and New England can expect to see more of those storms headed in their direction than usual, Kines predicted. 


Peak hurricane times


The peak time for hurricane activity in Massachusetts would be from the end of August through October when ocean waters are warmest, Kines said.


The level of intensity of this summer’s storms remains to be seen.


It’s something you’ve got to watch out for,” Kines said. “Storms do not necessarily have to make landfall to cause damage.”
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Getting a real shot of energy in a can

BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE Tuesday, August 5, 2008 2:42 AM EDT
Rockstar, Amp, Sparks and Four Maxed
caffeinated energy drinks are packaged
similarly; however, the drinks on the
right contains more alcohol than a beer,
while the others have none. Some claim
that teens may be the intended target
audience for both drinks. (Staff photo by
Drew Pillsbury)

Partiers looking for a more electrified buzz concocted Top Headlines

increasingly popular "Jagerbombs" and "Vodka Red

Bulls" by addlng the energy drink that - so the Getting a real shot of energy in a can

marketing goes - "vitalizes the body and mind."
In North, a facelift for an old museum
Now, instead of having to combine a shot of

Jagermeister or vodka with the 80 milligrams of In Foxboro, a cancer fundraiser goes on

caffeine, taurine and other energizing ingredients despite heavy rain
found in a can of Red Bull, similar caffeinated alcoholic
drinks are coming pre-mixed. Attleboro prosecutor charged with

sexual assault

But with their bold packaging and flavors that include

apple, watermelon and tropical fruit, the beverages Gas prices dip, but drivers' anger
are considered most likely to appeal to the youth remains
market.

Watchdogs say the beverage distributors may even B} rint this stor
have teens in their sights. v
G Email this story
"These drinks are clearly marketed towards kids,"
D.A.R.E. Northeastern Regional Director Ron Brogan I8 Photo Reprints
said. "Alcoholic energy drinks are a concern," echoed
Stephen Wallace,
chairman and chief B Forums
executive officer of Students Against Destructive
Decisions (SADD) National in Marlboro.

Eu RSS

L AddThis

Caffeine content in most of the malt beverages is less
than a 16-ounce cup of drip coffee, according to Boston Children's Hospital.

On the other hand, a typical cup of joe usually doesn't come with other stimulants like
ginseng and taurine or pack a higher alcohol content than most cans of beer.

The alcohol by volume in a can of Budweiser or Heineken is 5 percent, Corona Extra's is 4.6
percent and Bud Light, Miller Lite and Coors Light each have an alcohol content of 4.2
percent.

But the alcohol-stimulant drink Four Maxed, made by Phusion Projects, is twice as potent as
a can of Bud, with an alcohol content of 10 percent, and comes infused with taurine,
guarana and wormwood oil.

Another juiced-up beverage - called Joose - has an alcohol content of 9 percent to 9.9
percent, while the malt beverages 3SUM and Rockstar 21 contain 6 percent and 6.9 percent
of alcohol by volume.

Many of the drinks' labels do not list the exact amount of caffeine inside.

United Brands, makers of Joose and 3SUM, refused an interview or to disclose the amount of
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caffeine in their flavored malt beverages.

Sparks, a 16-ounce "caffeinated alcohol beverage" made by Miller Brewing Co. containing
taurine, ginseng and 6 percent to 7 percent alcohol by volume, also has 17 mg of caffeine
per can, MillerCoors Senior Media Relations Manager Julian Green said.

Of particular concern to industry watchdogs are similarities in the appearances of alcoholic

and non-alcoholic energy drinks. "They clearly shouldn't be in the same section," said David
Deluliis spokesman for the Massachusetts chapter of Mothers
Against Drunk Driving (MADD).

"Not only product placement, but also packaging is a concern," said Wallace, the SADD
executive who noted that product coloring, logos and design appear to be aimed at teens.

At City Spirits on Park Street in Attleboro, drinks like Sparks and Four Maxed are stored in a
separate cooler away from non-alcoholic beverages.

A City Spirits employee, along with an employee at Patriot Liquors on Pleasant Street, said
the average age of customers who purchase such drinks is 21 to 30.

Both stores said they have never confused a caffeinated alcoholic drink for a regular energy
drink.

But the government is concerned.

Anheuser-Busch reformulated its Bud Extra and Tilt beverages to remove caffeine and
guarana following a June 26 agreement with attorneys general in 11 states and will not
produce any caffeinated alcoholic beverages in the future.

"The Attorney Generals drew their own conclusion about whom we were targeting in
marketing Bud Extra and Tilt," Anheuser-Busch spokeswoman Francine Katz said. "Their
allegations are wholly inconsistent with the way these products actually were marketed."

But not everyone agrees.

More than 500 energy drinks were introduced worldwide in 2006, according to an 18-page
report by the Marin Institute in San Rafael, Calif., titled "Alcohol, Energy Drinks, and Youth: A
Dangerous Mix".

That same year energy drink sales totaled more than $3.2 billion - a 516 percent inflation-
adjusted increase from 2001, according to the report.

The report found about one-third of 12- to 24-year-olds regularly consume energy drinks,
and concluded that age group would be more likely than others to try caffeinated alcoholic
beverages.

Mixing alcohol and caffeine also may cause physical health problems, since alcohol slows
down the central nervous system, while caffeine speeds up the nervous system and heart
rate, the report said.

Furthermore, "caffeine masks the intoxicating effects of alcohol, which may lead to increased
risk-taking," like a person feeling OK to drive when in fact they are drunk, the report said.
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Gas prices dip, but drivers' anger remains

BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

Tuesday, August 5, 2008 2:42 AM EDT

Gas prices continued to inch down this
week at this Hess station Monday at
Baker's Corner in Seekonk. (Staff photo
by Tom Maguire)

Gas prices are tumbling, but area drivers still aren't
happy.

Prices in Massachusetts have fallen an average of 19
cents over the past three weeks, including a 6-cent
drop this past week, AAA Southern New England
reported Monday.

"It's just pennies on a tank full. It isn't that big of a
difference," said Mark Trepanier of Attleboro while
stopping for gas.

Trepanier said he spends about $50 a week since
buying a 35 mpg Geo Prism about a month ago. His
new fuel-efficient vehicle fills up for a bargain
compared to his previous 13 mpg Chevy Blazer, which
consumed about $200 a week in gas.

"It was costing me a fortune," Trepanier said while
fueling up at the Cumberland Farms Gulf station on
Pleasant Street, where regular unleaded was priced at
$3.83. The weekly statewide survey by AAA found an

average price of $3.89

per gallon for self-
serve, regular-grade gasoline, one penny above the
national average.

The survey shows prices ranging from as low as $3.61
to as high as $4.33 per gallon in the state.
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But Alex Beaton of Attleboro said there still is just one word to describe current gas prices:

"Outrageous."

Beaton said his father owns GH Electric in Attleboro, so he understands how businesses are

affected when the cost to travel goes up.

"It's not like we can just up our prices to make up the difference," Beaton said.
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While filling up the company van, the price meter passed the $75 mark for a full tank and did
not stop until it hit $115.

The vehicle is one of eight the company uses, and Beaton's alone traveled from Attleboro to
jobs in Falmouth and Duxbury then back to Attleboro on Monday.

Many motorists say gas prices might be falling, but it's not making much of a difference.

"Even though it looks better, we're used to paying $2 a gallon," said Mark Mullins of Attleboro
who spends about $40 a week on gas.

June Vesey of Attleboro agreed. "I'm happy it's going down, but I'd like to see it go down
more by the holidays so I can afford to buy presents," she
said.

So, will gas prices continue to sink below the $4-a-gallon mark?

"It depends. I think it'll go down more if they do the offshore drilling," Mullins said.

Others were less hopeful.

"I think it'll be more - back up to $4," John Bryson of Attleboro said.

Joseph Krewko of Plainville, riding with Anthony Kalalas of North Attleboro, says he's
frustrated with expensive gas prices and the slowing economy.

"With the rise in inflation and decrease in real wages, no one (cares) if we eat tonight,"
Krewko said.
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Love, honor, cherish 8/8/08

BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

Saturday, August 9, 2008 1:34 AM EDT

Town halls see surge in weddings on a lucky day
for many

Many couples tying the knot on Friday believed they
had more superstitious luck on their side than the
usual something old, something new, something
borrowed, something blue.

Eight, a lucky number in China, gained even greater
significance Friday as the date on the calendar rolled
over to 8/8/08.

In Attleboro, six weddings were performed at city hall,
the most City Clerk Betty Shockroo said she has seen

in her first year as clerk and in four years as justice of
the peace.

"Today was higher than our monthly average," said
Shockroo, who performed seven weddings in all of
June and 10 in May.

She said all but one couple chose the date for good
luck, including one couple of Chinese descent who
plan to have a bigger ceremony in a few weeks. On
average, 5,000 weddings are held in the United States
on a Friday in August, said Rebecca Dolgin, executive
editor of TheKnot.com, a site couples can use to plan
their wedding day.
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"This Friday, we have seen a 400 percent increase, and have 22,000 people registered to get

married," Dolgin told the San Francisco Chronicle.

WeddingChannel.com saw a 213 percent increase in registry entries for weddings for the
auspicious Aug. 8, 2008, compared with the second Friday in August last year.

The Chinese word for eight - ba - sounds so similar to the word for wealth that many believe

the number is associated with prosperity.

About 9,000 weddings will take place in Beijing on Friday, which is more than twice the
previous single-day marriage record, according to the state-run Xinhua News Agency.

Friday's opening ceremonies for the Olympic Games in Beijing also began at 8:08:08 p.m. on

8/8/08.

In China, people try to get phone numbers, addresses, license plates and floors in buildings

with the number eight in them.

The telephone number 8888-8888 was sold to an airline for $280,000 at an auction in China

several years ago, according to the Associated Press.

In Chinese culture, six is lucky, while seven is bad - and four is really bad.

Town halls in Plainville, Rehoboth, Seekonk, Foxboro, Mansfield, and Norfolk were closed
Friday afternoon, and Norfolk's town clerk was not available, so no information was available
on the number of weddings in those towns. The town clerk's offices in Wrentham and North

Attleboro said they had no weddings.
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$100,000 in memory of Becky

BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

Monday, August 11, 2008 2:57 AM EDT

ATTLEBORO - Those who knew her say they'll never
get over the death of 17-year-old Rebeckha Lynn
Whitefield, but they're working to turn the tragedy
into a living legacy.

Whitefield was killed in a car crash in May on Oakhill
Avenue in Attleboro.

"Becky was a giving person and her father wanted
Becky to keep giving even though she is not with us
physically anymore. It is his way of keeping her
memory alive with all of us," said Mark Parsons,
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Whitefield's indoor field hockey coach. "She had a way
of making everyone smile and enjoy life. She always
had a smile on her face and loved to make people
laugh."
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The fund has raised about $40,000 since May, with
hopes of collecting $100,000 over the next three
years. Proceeds from a mini-golf and pitch and putt
tournament Saturday at Atlantic Golf, 754 Newport
Ave. in South Attleboro, will go toward the fund.

The tournament will be from 8 a.m. to noon. The cost is $6 per player, and includes
refreshments and trophies.

Parsons, whose daughter was a friend of Whitefield, is helping coordinate the tournament.
The event is still in need of sponsors for about 10 of the 27 total holes, he said.

Sponsorship is $100 per hole or $500 to sponsor the tournament, which has a fundrasing goal
of $5,000 goal.

Parsons said the golf course has been one of the fund's biggest supporters.
"They didn't even blink," he said of Atlantic Golf's decision to help out.

The tournament features 18 holes of mini-golf and 9 of pitch and putt for more experienced
players.

"Mike, the father, wanted it to be about the family," Parsons said of the event. "We don't
want anybody to be turned away."

Foursomes as well as single players are welcome, said Christine Chapman, who helps with the
foundation. Participants can register the day of the event and are encouraging people to
arrive early.

Those seeking more information or interested in sponsoring a hole or the event can contact
Mike Whitefield at 508-226-7464 or Mark Parsons at 508-369-9056 or email at
mparsons@winning-moves.com.

Whitefield's dedication as a high school field hockey player and track athlete is remembered
through the fund established in her name.

The foundation, started by Rebeckha Whitefield's dad, Michael Whitefield and managed by a
board of directors of 11 family and friends, supports youth organizations in the Attleboro area
that Whitefield had played or was interest in.

So far, the foundation has donated to the Attleboro High football team for equipment,
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Parsons said.

The fund also has committed to the Attleboro High field hockey team and South Attleboro
Whitehawks youth football organization, Chapman said.

Scholarships will be given out starting with the Class of 2009.

Looking ahead, the foundation's next event on Sept. 6 will be a closest to the pin
tournament at Wentworth Hills Country Club in Plainville, Stone-E-Lea Golf Club in Attleboro
and Rehoboth Country Club.

Parsons said he is handling the loss of Whitefield one day at a time.

"This special 17-year-old girl has touched the whole city of Attleboro and we will never get
over it," he said.

Whitefield was killed just after 11 p.m. on May 16, when the vehicle she was driving crashed
into a tree on rain-slick Oakhill Avenue, near the Seekonk line.

Along with her father, Rebeckha left her stepmother, Jen, and three stepsisters.

Donations can be sent to: Rebeckha Whitefield Scholarship Fund, 55 Pioneer Circle,
Attleboro, MA 02703.
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Summer turns into a washout
BY MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

Saturday, August 16, 2008 1:37 AM EDT

Local golfers have faced extra challenges this summer
beyond the inherent difficulty of the game.

First it was coyotes, and now it is wet weather as
those spending time outdoors have witnessed just
three days without precipitation so far in August,
according to Attleboro Water Department water
record keeper Steve Brasier.

"Our play is definitely down," said Manager Nancy
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Vieira of Stone-E-Lea Golf Course in Attleboro.

Official wants North Attleboro gated road
Many golfers, especially in leagues, have played reopened
through the rain at Stone-E-Lea because it has rained
so often. This despite the course's offer of refunds
should it rain, depending on the number of holes they

have played, said Vieira.
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some.

Vieira described the consistent rainfall as a double-edged sword, since the precipitation can
keep some patrons away, but also means less watering is needed.

"Stone-E-Lea is greener right now than we've ever been this time of year." said Vieira.

Unlike some other courses, Locust Valley Country Club in Attleboro does not use irrigation
other than on the greens and tees, said country club manager Arthur Anderson.

"The rain actually helps us because it keeps the course in better shape," said Anderson who
felt most patrons would just reschedule for a sunnier day if the forecast does not look
promising.

In rare cases, stormy weather can bring in more golfers.

Torrential rainstorms early Friday morning hit Chemawa Golf Course in North Attleboro which
meant carts were not allowed on the course temporarily.

Yet, about four miles away, Stone-E-Lea was dry and took in 24 golfers who originally
planned to play at Chemawa.

Those same storms caused for a one-hour delay as some golfers were called off the course
during the Attleboro Area Golf Association Tournament at Highland Country Club, said
Chapman. Since July, Attleboro has had 7.34 inches of rainfall, which is 2.15 more inches
than last year's 5.19 inches.

From May 1 through August 15, the city has had 55 days of precipitation which is 15 more
than in 2007.

Since the start of the year Attleboro has had its 28th highest 8-month precipitation total out
of 108 years.
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Post Your Comments

brewmeister wrote on Aug 16, 2008 1:59 PM:

" Indeed, Stone-E-Lea is in the best late summer condition | have seen in years. The tees and greens are superb and the
fairway conditions, despite the lack of an irrigation system, are very good.

It seems strange to me, however, that there is so little play on weekends, particularly Saturday. | play there early in a
foursome and finish in under 4 hours, walking! And the best part, it is still one of the best bargains in this area. Well worth
giving it a try if you haven't done so. (PS, | don't work there nor have any financial interest other than the greens fees | pay
each week). "
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Features
A 'hidden gem’

By Matt Rocheleau For The Sun Chronicle Sunday, January 4, 2009 1:48 AM EST

Brian and Dawn Fitzgerald are in the
second phase of restoring Wrentham's
Proctor Mansion, which was built in
1861 and is now an inn. (Staff photo by
Tom Maguire)

Couple returns Victorian glory to Wrentham's

Proctor Mansion Top Headlines

WRENTHAM - When 73-year-old Hope Hall passed A 'hidden gem’
away in 1991, her lifelong home on 36 Common St.,
was left in disrepair. Hall's possessions, left behind in Walk this way

the then 130-year-old mansion, were auctioned off as
requested in her will. The residence was bequeathed
to the four churches of Wrentham, and the Original
Congregational Church became its owner.

Last-minute lifesavers

Oh, Canada!

If you walked through that house 17 years ago it
would have been difficult to appreciate the detailed,
Victorian-style craftsmanship of its 1861 roots. And,
since Hall's death, the condition of the home Thomas
Proctor built had continued to deteriorate until
recently.

Many faces of Santa: Area woman pays
painstaking tribute to jolly old elf

E Print this story

B4 Email this st
Now, Proctor's vision is being brought back to life by mar s s

Brian and Dawn Fitzgerald as they restore the
estimated 9,000-square-foot mansion into a
downtown inn. The couple from Sharon purchased the
18-room building, along with its nearly two-and-a-half

8 Photo Reprints
&y RSS

E Forums

acres of property, in spring 2007. )

g AddThis
After nearly one-and-a-half years of preparation, the
Proctor Mansion Inn opened its doors to their first
guests in late September. In the two months following, they have hosted visitors from
several foreign countries including the Netherlands, Switzerland, Germany and England, as
well as local guests.

The inn's locale is one of its major attractions, Brian Fitzgerald said. It sits across from the
town common, is nearly equidistant to Boston and Providence and is less than a 10-minute
drive to shopping at Wrentham Village Premium Outlets and Patriot Place in Foxboro. Beyond
convenience, the mansion's three-story interior offers a
glimpse back to Civil War era living.

Fitzgerald said he believes the building stands as one of seven
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Second Empire French Victorian style homes with its interior
intact remaining in the United States.

Exhibited throughout the inn are 147-year-old stained glass
windows, hand-painted walls and ceilings, authentic art and oil
paintings, original floors, furniture, light fixtures and intricate,

A room with a view One of the hand-carved mouldings.
mansion’s bedrooms overlooks

Wrentham Common and has a

great view of the Original The mansion's 11- to 13-foot-high ceilings are indicators of
Congregational Church's steeple. the Proctor family's prosperity. During the 1800s, the height
(Staff photo by Tom Maguire) of a home's ceilings often signified the economic status and

social class of those living inside. Proctor attained this wealth
by inventing and patenting the gimlet tip, or pointed, screw as president of American Screw
Co., which employed around 10,000 workers at its peak.

And, Fitzgerald speculates Proctor may have not only provided a large number of jobs, but
also a safe haven for people facing persecution. A red, circular glass window on the rear of
the house may be a sign that the home provided shelter for slaves as part of the
Underground Railroad, Fitzgerald said.

The first floor includes the L'Enfant Ballroom, which hosts up to 35 guests, a formal dining
room, parlor, kitchen, and multiple pantries. The quarantine room is where sick people were
kept and is has been the setting for at least seven births and 12 deaths.

Above the foyer's hand-carved mahogany staircase are six, second-floor bedrooms where
Proctor, his wife and three children slept.

First phase of restoration

Currently in phase one of a four-phase restoration, the Fitzgeralds are renting three of those
rooms as well as hosting small functions while they finish fixing the details of the downstairs.

Their second phase will involve completing the second floor's restoration and adding more
parking. Returning the third floor to its original look is the next to last phase of the plan. The
floor features a billiard room and was likely reserved for
Proctor's 10 servants, said Fitzgerald.

The final phase, which the couple plans to complete between
2010 and 2011, will be to restore the backyard's English
gardens and convert the carriage house into a restaurant. The
carriage house, separate from the inn, stabled horses. On the
upper floor there are four bedrooms and a dance hall.

The duo said they are committed to doing all they can to keep
the mansion in its original state. In fact, the only renovations,
which are more drastic than restorations, are converting two
second-floor closets into bathrooms.

However, all of this attention to detail adds up.
"Everything we estimate costs twice as much as we thought,"

said Fitzgerald, though neither he nor his wife would disclose
exact figures.

The Proctor Mansion Inn's parlor — \,ch of the high expense comes from hiring special craftsmen
showcases the style of furniture

popular in the Victorian era and required for certain restoration projects, the couple said.
offers a view through arched Those workers are hard to find and often extensively

doors to L'Enfant Ballroom, where interviewed to test their understanding of 1800 Victorian
a Victorian tea and historical tour architecture.
were in progress. (Staff photo by
Tom Maguire) . . .
As it turns out, the Fitzgeralds are no strangers to mid-19th

century New England construction. About 18 years ago, Brian and Dawn bought and restored
The Admiral Fitzroy Inn built in 1854 along the waterfront of Newport, R.I.

The couple continues to rent out the Admiral Fitzroy, which coincidentally was the start of
an impromptu road trip that led them to discover the house in Wrentham.

"My wife and I were driving back from Newport and by happenstance decided to drive along
[Route] 140 through Wrentham," said Fitzgerald. "As we drove past we noticed the 'for sale’
sign on the ground."

It was then that the two became interested in purchasing what was then commonly referred
to as Hope Hall Mansion.

Items of historical interest

Amid all the restoration work, the Fitzgerald's have come across some items of historical
interest. Several written documents and a portrait, believed to be of Thomas Proctor, were
found underneath some of the floorboards, said Fitzgerald.

The home's basement has turned out to be a treasure chest of 19th century artifacts. The
couple has discovered missing pieces of the cast-iron fence in the front yard, 120-year-old
radiators, a wood stove and decorative pillars.





"It's got all of the cool stuff," said Fitzgerald who described the basement as one of his
favorite places in the house.

However, the focus on reviving the interior where guests are welcomed and stay has been
above the cellar.

Lodging ranges from $105 to $215 per night depending on the room's size and when it is
being rented. The inn offers organic, natural and local foods to their guests and a member of
the staff is always available.

"We want them to feel pampered like the Victorians did with beautiful furniture, magnificent
architecture and impeccable service," said Fitzgerald.

On Sunday, the Proctor Mansion Inn hosted its first Victorian tea party, which included a
historical tour of the mansion, organized by Wrentham resident Donna Canavan.

"My husband is never impressed by anything, but ever since he saw this place the other day
he was so in awe that he can't stop talking about it," Canavan said.

She said she thought the tea party, held in the ballroom, dining room and parlor, would be a
good way to show local residents the building she describes as a "hidden gem."

"I thought this building was so beautiful to show Wrentham," said Canavan. "Everyone is
really curious about what the inside looks like."

Her daughter, Kathleen, and Kathleen's friend, Hannah Guild, were similarly impressed.

"They've done amazing work renovating it and I'm excited to see what it looks like when
they're done," said Kathleen Canavan.

"Wrentham has some cool history, so I think this is a good fit," Guild said.

More information is available on The Proctor Mansion Inn's Web site at
http://proctormansioninn.com/ or by calling 877-384-1861.
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