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"Through these awards, the University adds its own acknowledgement of their contributions 
to the honors that they receive from national and international organizations," he added.


This year's honorees join the 59 other faculty members who have been recognized since 
the awards were established in 1997. 


"This year's award winners and their campus colleagues are poignant examples of what 
the University of Massachusetts is all about­academic excellence and service. These 
awards illustrate the importance of attracting and retaining top faculty members, even in 
tough economic times," said UMass Board of Trustees chairman Robert J. Manning. "The 
University of Massachusetts is unwavering in its commitment to providing students with a 
world­class education; without the outstanding work and dedication of our faculty members, 
this commitment would not be possible."


In the last seven years at ACCELA, 65 teachers have earned graduate degrees while 
involved with the program. Almost 5,000 teachers and students have been affected by the 
program.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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"Through these awards, the University adds its own acknowledgement of their contributions 
to the honors that they receive from national and international organizations," he added.


This year's honorees join the 59 other faculty members who have been recognized since 
the awards were established in 1997. 


"This year's award winners and their campus colleagues are poignant examples of what 
the University of Massachusetts is all about­academic excellence and service. These 
awards illustrate the importance of attracting and retaining top faculty members, even in 
tough economic times," said UMass Board of Trustees chairman Robert J. Manning. "The 
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world­class education; without the outstanding work and dedication of our faculty members, 
this commitment would not be possible."
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Frederick W. Clark Jr. will resign as chairman of the state's Board of Higher Education 
effective Dec. 6 ­ only 15 months after being appointed by Gov. Deval L. Patrick. 


Senior vice president of Mirrione Realty Corp., real estate development firm located in 
Easton, Mass., Clark cited the economic status in the real estate industry as the reason for 
leaving the 13­member board. 


"Although serious and sudden economic conditions in my private sector profession (real 
estate development) sadly prevent me from continuing on in my volunteer capacity as a 
member and Chairman of the Board of Higher Education, I leave with complete confidence 
that the Board is in a stronger, more relevant, position to positively impact opportunities for 
the higher education advancement of our students," Clark wrote in a resignation letter to the 
governor, dated Nov. 20.


He expressed gratitude for his opportunity to serve as chairman.


"As a grateful alum of the system myself, I understand completely that but for 
Massachusetts public higher education, hundreds of thousands of students would simply 
not have had an opportunity to reach their full intellectual, economic, social or cultural 
potential," Clark said. "To work with and speak for the heroic faculty, staff, and 
administrators of these fine institutions has been a high honor for me ­ for which I am 
deeply thankful."


He plans to resign Friday after a special board meeting to recommend former Northeastern 
University President Richard Freeland as the next commissioner of the Massachusetts 
Department of Higher Education.


On Nov. 21, a search committee chaired by Clark unanimously recommended Freeland as 
the next commissioner, a nomination that must be approved by state Secretary of Education 
Paul Reville.


"Our likely commissioner recommendation to Secretary Paul Reville comes with the 
complete support of every constituent group within public and private higher education, and 
who carries an unprecedented level of experience and respect, thus guaranteeing that this 
candidate will have a profound and lasting impact in higher education policy and planning," 
Clark said. 
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Board of Higher Education chair to resign


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/2/08 Section: News


Frederick W. Clark Jr. will resign as chairman of the state's Board of Higher Education 
effective Dec. 6 ­ only 15 months after being appointed by Gov. Deval L. Patrick. 


Senior vice president of Mirrione Realty Corp., real estate development firm located in 
Easton, Mass., Clark cited the economic status in the real estate industry as the reason for 
leaving the 13­member board. 


"Although serious and sudden economic conditions in my private sector profession (real 
estate development) sadly prevent me from continuing on in my volunteer capacity as a 
member and Chairman of the Board of Higher Education, I leave with complete confidence 
that the Board is in a stronger, more relevant, position to positively impact opportunities for 
the higher education advancement of our students," Clark wrote in a resignation letter to the 
governor, dated Nov. 20.


He expressed gratitude for his opportunity to serve as chairman.


"As a grateful alum of the system myself, I understand completely that but for 
Massachusetts public higher education, hundreds of thousands of students would simply 
not have had an opportunity to reach their full intellectual, economic, social or cultural 
potential," Clark said. "To work with and speak for the heroic faculty, staff, and 
administrators of these fine institutions has been a high honor for me ­ for which I am 
deeply thankful."


He plans to resign Friday after a special board meeting to recommend former Northeastern 
University President Richard Freeland as the next commissioner of the Massachusetts 
Department of Higher Education.


On Nov. 21, a search committee chaired by Clark unanimously recommended Freeland as 
the next commissioner, a nomination that must be approved by state Secretary of Education 
Paul Reville.


"Our likely commissioner recommendation to Secretary Paul Reville comes with the 
complete support of every constituent group within public and private higher education, and 
who carries an unprecedented level of experience and respect, thus guaranteeing that this 
candidate will have a profound and lasting impact in higher education policy and planning," 
Clark said. 
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Board of Higher Education chair to resign


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/2/08 Section: News


Freeland would take over for Patricia Plummer, who stepped down in September after a 
two­year stint to work as a senior adviser to UMass President Jack M. Wilson.  


Freeland retired in 2006 as the president of Northeastern and currently teaches at 
Northeastern and Clark universities.


Clark said he hopes be able to help the Massachusetts higher education again in the 
future.


"As I intend to continue my support of public higher education, I do hope to find another 
venue soon to further contribute to the advancement of our colleges and universities and the 
students that they serve," he said.


According to their Web site, chairman is the highest position within the state Department of 
Higher Education whose mission is: "To ensure that Massachusetts residents have the 
opportunity to benefit from a higher education that enriches their lives and advances their 
contributions to the civic life, economic development, and social progress of the 
Commonwealth."


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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Board of Higher Education chair to resign


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/2/08 Section: News


Freeland would take over for Patricia Plummer, who stepped down in September after a 
two­year stint to work as a senior adviser to UMass President Jack M. Wilson.  


Freeland retired in 2006 as the president of Northeastern and currently teaches at 
Northeastern and Clark universities.


Clark said he hopes be able to help the Massachusetts higher education again in the 
future.


"As I intend to continue my support of public higher education, I do hope to find another 
venue soon to further contribute to the advancement of our colleges and universities and the 
students that they serve," he said.


According to their Web site, chairman is the highest position within the state Department of 
Higher Education whose mission is: "To ensure that Massachusetts residents have the 
opportunity to benefit from a higher education that enriches their lives and advances their 
contributions to the civic life, economic development, and social progress of the 
Commonwealth."


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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Hookah hopes go up in smoke


Noho Board of Health votes against changing city 
smoking regulations
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/9/08 Section: News


NORTHAMPTON ­ The Northampton 
Board of Health shot down an attempt 
to open a downtown hookah bar by 
voting against loosening the city's 
tobacco laws.


On Dec. 4, the board voted two to one 
against changing the city's smoking 
regulations, ending months of debate 
over hookah lounge's opening.


Co­founders of The Den, Victor Quinn, 
Scott Radner and Christian Rahn, 
received a tobacco permit from the board in April. In May, the Health Board's three members 
voted to pass a one­time exemption to Northampton's no­smoking laws.  


They were told the hookah bar could open as long as an adequate ventilation system was 
installed, which was approved by the Board of Health and the Northampton Building 
Inspector, according to The Den's Web site.


The owners describe on their site how the ventilation would work.


"Air is being sucked out of our lounge faster than it is being pumped in and thus whenever a 
door is opened a vacuum is created and all air is sucked inwards," the Web site says. "This 
means that no smoke will ever be billowing out of our lounge."


The businessmen said they spent around $75,000 to meet the board's ventilation and other 
sanitation requirements. Believing they had the city's approval, the owners scheduled to 
open their 122 Main St. location, below Pinocchio Pizzeria, during by mid­August. 


The opening was delayed while the owners waited for building permits to be granted until 
early November when their plans came to a screeching halt. The city told the board The Den 
would not be allowed to open under the city's current smoking laws.


Though Massachusetts has a statewide ban on smoking indoors, there is specific 
exemption for smoking bars, which must be approved by the Department of Revenue.


A public hearing was held on Nov. 12, to debate the hookah bar's exemption.


"The predominant point that the opposition made is that smoking is bad for you, and 
therefore the town should not allow an establishment that encourages smoking," said The 
Den's owners on their Web site. "Our main argument is that smoking is a legal activity, 
smoking bars are legal in the state, and no one that did not specifically choose to enter a 
hookah lounge and make an informed, adult decision to smoke would be subject to any 
smoke at all."  
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Hookah hopes go up in smoke


Noho Board of Health votes against changing city 
smoking regulations
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/9/08 Section: News


NORTHAMPTON ­ The Northampton 
Board of Health shot down an attempt 
to open a downtown hookah bar by 
voting against loosening the city's 
tobacco laws.


On Dec. 4, the board voted two to one 
against changing the city's smoking 
regulations, ending months of debate 
over hookah lounge's opening.


Co­founders of The Den, Victor Quinn, 
Scott Radner and Christian Rahn, 
received a tobacco permit from the board in April. In May, the Health Board's three members 
voted to pass a one­time exemption to Northampton's no­smoking laws.  


They were told the hookah bar could open as long as an adequate ventilation system was 
installed, which was approved by the Board of Health and the Northampton Building 
Inspector, according to The Den's Web site.


The owners describe on their site how the ventilation would work.


"Air is being sucked out of our lounge faster than it is being pumped in and thus whenever a 
door is opened a vacuum is created and all air is sucked inwards," the Web site says. "This 
means that no smoke will ever be billowing out of our lounge."


The businessmen said they spent around $75,000 to meet the board's ventilation and other 
sanitation requirements. Believing they had the city's approval, the owners scheduled to 
open their 122 Main St. location, below Pinocchio Pizzeria, during by mid­August. 


The opening was delayed while the owners waited for building permits to be granted until 
early November when their plans came to a screeching halt. The city told the board The Den 
would not be allowed to open under the city's current smoking laws.


Though Massachusetts has a statewide ban on smoking indoors, there is specific 
exemption for smoking bars, which must be approved by the Department of Revenue.


A public hearing was held on Nov. 12, to debate the hookah bar's exemption.


"The predominant point that the opposition made is that smoking is bad for you, and 
therefore the town should not allow an establishment that encourages smoking," said The 
Den's owners on their Web site. "Our main argument is that smoking is a legal activity, 
smoking bars are legal in the state, and no one that did not specifically choose to enter a 
hookah lounge and make an informed, adult decision to smoke would be subject to any 
smoke at all."  


Continued... 


Page 1 of 2 next > 


Article Tools
Subscribe:


My Yahoo!   Google   


 


The Massachusetts Daily Collegian has an 'open door' policy with regards to reader 
comments. In the interest of facilitating an open discourse, comments are not screened or 
edited for spelling, mechanics or content. Comments on our website cannot be verified by 
The Collegian and in no way represent the opinions of The Massachusetts Daily Collegian 
or its staff.


Be the first to comment on this story


 Notify me of followup comments via e­mail  


Type your comment below (html not allowed)


   I am not posting spam. I understand posting spam or other comments that are 
unrelated to this article will cause my comment to be flagged for deletion and possibly 
cause my IP address to be permanently banned from this server.


 


National College Advertising and Marketing  | Privacy Policy  (8/15/07) | Terms of Use (4/28/08)


Content Submission Agreement  (8/23/07) | Copyright Compliance Policy  (8/25/07) | RSS Terms of Use 


 


Print Email    Page 1 of 2 next >


Media Credit: Matt Rocheleau/Collegian
[Click to enlarge]


Share:
Facebook   Blogger   del.icio.us   digg   newsvine  


NOTE: Email address will not be published 


Name: (required) 


Email: (required)


Website: 


gfedc


gfedc


Post


2008 Basketball Season 
Preview


Season Preview: Expectations uncertain 
for UMass 
Q and A: Kellogg answers the tough 
questions 
Roster Breakdown: In­depth look at the 
roster 
FEATURE: Breaking down the dribble­
drive motion offense 
COMMENTARY: Xavier still class of A­10; 
Temple, Dayton strong again 


News


UMass Democrats honored 
UMass flunks affordability test 
Amherst closes door on housing 
Kwanzaa, topic of review and celebration 
in Campus Center 


Arts & Living


Enigk returns to Iron Horse 


Editorial / Opinion


Return to an American republic 
Of food, fasting, fowl and pets 
College, if you want to 
A new New Deal? Try trains 


Sports


Men's Basketball: Commonwealth 
crushed 
Men's Basketball: Gaffney dominance 
still not enough 
Hockey: Mass Attack downs Huskies 
Hockey: Minutemen show effort in non­
conference win 
Women's Basketball: Minutewomen win 
Brown Classic 


POLL 


How will you cope with finals?


 Finals!? But it's only...oh holy crap finals are next 
week! 


 Binge drinking 


 Denial 


 Positive thinking, lots of sleep and healthy studying 


 Caffeine, caffeine and more caffeine 


 Finals are a piece of cake for me 


View Results 


24 Hour News


 


 


nmlkj


nmlkj


nmlkj


nmlkj


nmlkj


nmlkj


Submit Vote


 


INTERACT 


Login


Email Edition


About Us


Forums


Podcasts


Syndication


Letter to the Editor


Classifieds


Ad Rates


Archives


Search


SPECIAL ISSUES 


The Minute 2008 Online


The Score 2007 Online


UMass YakBack


BLOGS 


News Blog


Sports Blog


Arts & Living Blog


Ed­Op Blog 


LINKS 


UMass Amherst


Amherst Wire


Campus LIVE


College Publisher


PRINT PDF 


 


COLLEGIAN PARTNERS 


Student Checking Account


Debt Consolidation


Reverse Phone Search


Payday Loan


Moving Companies


Writing Coach


Maritime Lawyer


Search Web
 2008 Woodie Awards Jobs Top College News


 


Front Page 


© The Daily Collegian 


Powered by College Publisher 


College Publisher powered by   and 



http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/11/24/2008BasketballSeasonPreview/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/11/24/2008BasketballSeasonPreview/Season.Preview.Expectations.Uncertain.For.Umass-3559452.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/11/24/2008BasketballSeasonPreview/Q.And.A.Kellogg.Answers.The.Tough.Questions-3559460.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/11/24/2008BasketballSeasonPreview/Roster.Breakdown.InDepth.Look.At.The.Roster-3559465.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/11/24/2008BasketballSeasonPreview/Feature.Breaking.Down.The.DribbleDrive.Motion.Offense-3559473.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/11/24/2008BasketballSeasonPreview/Commentary.Xavier.Still.Class.Of.A10.Temple.Dayton.Strong.Again-3559485.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/12/08/News/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/12/08/News/Umass.Democrats.Honored-3573517.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/12/08/News/Umass.Flunks.Affordability.Test-3573523.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/12/08/News/Amherst.Closes.Door.On.Housing-3573527.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/12/08/News/Kwanzaa.Topic.Of.Review.And.Celebration.In.Campus.Center-3573531.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/12/08/ArtsLiving/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/12/08/ArtsLiving/Enigk.Returns.To.Iron.Horse-3573536.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/12/08/EditorialOpinion/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/12/08/EditorialOpinion/Return.To.An.American.Republic-3573539.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/12/08/EditorialOpinion/Of.Food.Fasting.Fowl.And.Pets-3573543.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/12/08/EditorialOpinion/College.If.You.Want.To-3573545.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/12/08/EditorialOpinion/A.New.New.Deal.Try.Trains-3573549.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/12/08/Sports/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/12/08/Sports/Mens-Basketball.Commonwealth.Crushed-3573556.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/12/08/Sports/Mens-Basketball.Gaffney.Dominance.Still.Not.Enough-3573572.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/12/08/Sports/Hockey.Mass.Attack.Downs.Huskies-3573579.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/12/08/Sports/Hockey.Minutemen.Show.Effort.In.NonConference.Win-3573582.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/12/08/Sports/Womens.Basketball.Minutewomen.Win.Brown.Classic-3573584.shtml

http://www.mtvu.com/about/advertising/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/user/privacypolicy/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/user/terms

http://www.dailycollegian.com/user/submission

http://www.dailycollegian.com/user/copyright

http://www.dailycollegian.com/user/rssterms

http://www.dailycollegian.com/

http://collegepublisher.com/






 


Home > News 


Hookah hopes go up in smoke


Noho Board of Health votes against changing city 
smoking regulations
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/9/08 Section: News


"The Board of Health is required to regulate public health," the owners continued. "They 
have done so by making sure that no one no willing to smoke will be subject to a health 
hazard. It should not be their place to regulate the personal decisions of adults regarding 
something that is legal everywhere else."


According to The Springfield Republican, chairman Jay Fleitman said the board has 
received over 200 letters and e­mails on the subject since the public hearing.  


The board said they had warned the owners not to install the ventilation system until their 
approval was finalized.


"The Den chose to move forward against our recommendations," said Scrimgeour, 
according to The Republican.


The owners could not be reached for comment prior to publication.


Northampton resident Brian McCullough had been following some of the controversy 
swirling around The Den and was disappointed to hear the proposed hookah lounge is 
now out of luck.


"They would have had good business," he said. "To me it seems pretty obvious that the 
place put in a ventilation system so it's not affecting anyone around them. And, anyone that 
goes in there knows what it is."


"As long as you know what you're getting yourself into, then I don't see a problem," agreed 
University of Massachusetts freshman and biology major Brittani Barrett.


Freshmen Emily Morin, a Spanish major, agreed.


"It's a travesty," Morin said, who felt the state's recent decriminalization of marijuana and the 
Northampton Board of Health's recent decision posed a double­standard. 


A hookah is a single or multi ­stemmed, often glass­based, water pipe for smoking tobacco. 
Originally from India, the hookah has gained immense popularity, especially in the Middle 
East, and locally among teens and college students.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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Hookah hopes go up in smoke


Noho Board of Health votes against changing city 
smoking regulations
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/9/08 Section: News


"The Board of Health is required to regulate public health," the owners continued. "They 
have done so by making sure that no one no willing to smoke will be subject to a health 
hazard. It should not be their place to regulate the personal decisions of adults regarding 
something that is legal everywhere else."


According to The Springfield Republican, chairman Jay Fleitman said the board has 
received over 200 letters and e­mails on the subject since the public hearing.  


The board said they had warned the owners not to install the ventilation system until their 
approval was finalized.


"The Den chose to move forward against our recommendations," said Scrimgeour, 
according to The Republican.


The owners could not be reached for comment prior to publication.


Northampton resident Brian McCullough had been following some of the controversy 
swirling around The Den and was disappointed to hear the proposed hookah lounge is 
now out of luck.


"They would have had good business," he said. "To me it seems pretty obvious that the 
place put in a ventilation system so it's not affecting anyone around them. And, anyone that 
goes in there knows what it is."


"As long as you know what you're getting yourself into, then I don't see a problem," agreed 
University of Massachusetts freshman and biology major Brittani Barrett.


Freshmen Emily Morin, a Spanish major, agreed.


"It's a travesty," Morin said, who felt the state's recent decriminalization of marijuana and the 
Northampton Board of Health's recent decision posed a double­standard. 


A hookah is a single or multi ­stemmed, often glass­based, water pipe for smoking tobacco. 
Originally from India, the hookah has gained immense popularity, especially in the Middle 
East, and locally among teens and college students.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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Amherst College student tells tale of 
Jeopardy!


Josh Walovitch, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/9/08 Section: News


Amherst College senior Ben Bishop of Seattle, Wash., has been cashing in recently by 
answering trivia on TV game show Jeopardy!.


Bishop plays squash at Amherst and he is the second person with ties to the college to 
appear on the show this year. 


In April, 25­year­old town resident Katherine Duke was a Jeopardy! contestant. She is a 
writer and editor for the Amherst College's public relations department.


Bishop's recent TV appearance was actually taped in September, but was sworn to keep 
his results a secret.


He spoke with a reporter from The Massachusetts Daily Collegian to answer some 
questions about his recent fame and success.


Question: How long have you been a fan of Jeopardy!? Do you routinely watch it?


Answer: "I watched it on and off when I was younger, but began watching it most nights 
when I got to college, when I had nothing to do most nights at 7:30 p.m."


Q: How did the application process work? Are they selective in choosing candidates?


A: "They advertise for an online test that they offer about once a year. I took this and then got 
an e­mail asking me to tryout in person in Boston.  I went to that tryout, where there was a 
written test (to determine skill), an interview (to determine personality), and a mock­game 
(to make sure we could keep the game moving and answer in the form of a question)."


Q: How did you train, if at all, for the show?


A: "I went to trivia night at the Harp on Tuesdays, and read a little about topics that show up a 
lot (Royalty, Presidents...)"


Q: Are you given categories ahead of time?


A: "Absolutely not. All material is hidden, and they randomly select which set of questions 
they will use before the game."


Q: I was told that you won $25,000 on your first appearance resulting in you playing the 
following night, what were the results of that show?


A: "I've won $88,800 going into Friday's show." 
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Amherst College student tells tale of 
Jeopardy!


Josh Walovitch, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/9/08 Section: News


Amherst College senior Ben Bishop of Seattle, Wash., has been cashing in recently by 
answering trivia on TV game show Jeopardy!.


Bishop plays squash at Amherst and he is the second person with ties to the college to 
appear on the show this year. 


In April, 25­year­old town resident Katherine Duke was a Jeopardy! contestant. She is a 
writer and editor for the Amherst College's public relations department.


Bishop's recent TV appearance was actually taped in September, but was sworn to keep 
his results a secret.


He spoke with a reporter from The Massachusetts Daily Collegian to answer some 
questions about his recent fame and success.


Question: How long have you been a fan of Jeopardy!? Do you routinely watch it?


Answer: "I watched it on and off when I was younger, but began watching it most nights 
when I got to college, when I had nothing to do most nights at 7:30 p.m."


Q: How did the application process work? Are they selective in choosing candidates?


A: "They advertise for an online test that they offer about once a year. I took this and then got 
an e­mail asking me to tryout in person in Boston.  I went to that tryout, where there was a 
written test (to determine skill), an interview (to determine personality), and a mock­game 
(to make sure we could keep the game moving and answer in the form of a question)."


Q: How did you train, if at all, for the show?


A: "I went to trivia night at the Harp on Tuesdays, and read a little about topics that show up a 
lot (Royalty, Presidents...)"


Q: Are you given categories ahead of time?


A: "Absolutely not. All material is hidden, and they randomly select which set of questions 
they will use before the game."


Q: I was told that you won $25,000 on your first appearance resulting in you playing the 
following night, what were the results of that show?


A: "I've won $88,800 going into Friday's show." 
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Amherst College student tells tale of 
Jeopardy!


Josh Walovitch, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/9/08 Section: News


Amherst College senior Ben Bishop of Seattle, Wash., has been cashing in recently by 
answering trivia on TV game show Jeopardy!.


Bishop plays squash at Amherst and he is the second person with ties to the college to 
appear on the show this year. 


In April, 25­year­old town resident Katherine Duke was a Jeopardy! contestant. She is a 
writer and editor for the Amherst College's public relations department.


Bishop's recent TV appearance was actually taped in September, but was sworn to keep 
his results a secret.


He spoke with a reporter from The Massachusetts Daily Collegian to answer some 
questions about his recent fame and success.


Question: How long have you been a fan of Jeopardy!? Do you routinely watch it?


Answer: "I watched it on and off when I was younger, but began watching it most nights 
when I got to college, when I had nothing to do most nights at 7:30 p.m."


Q: How did the application process work? Are they selective in choosing candidates?


A: "They advertise for an online test that they offer about once a year. I took this and then got 
an e­mail asking me to tryout in person in Boston.  I went to that tryout, where there was a 
written test (to determine skill), an interview (to determine personality), and a mock­game 
(to make sure we could keep the game moving and answer in the form of a question)."


Q: How did you train, if at all, for the show?


A: "I went to trivia night at the Harp on Tuesdays, and read a little about topics that show up a 
lot (Royalty, Presidents...)"


Q: Are you given categories ahead of time?


A: "Absolutely not. All material is hidden, and they randomly select which set of questions 
they will use before the game."


Q: I was told that you won $25,000 on your first appearance resulting in you playing the 
following night, what were the results of that show?


A: "I've won $88,800 going into Friday's show." 
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Amherst College student tells tale of 
Jeopardy!


Josh Walovitch, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/9/08 Section: News


Q: What do you plan to do with your winnings?


A: "No idea."


Q: How would you describe the whole experience?


A: "Fun. It's a game show, and I enjoyed playing the game, and I enjoyed entertaining."


Q: Was it intimidating ­ were you nervous? 


A: "Not too nervous or intimidated ­ more excited. I was getting paid enormous amounts of 
money for answering questions. What's not to like?"


Q: Did you mess up on any of the phrasings, like forgetting to say "what is..." or "who is..."?


A: "Nah, it just becomes kind of a reflex."


Q: Was playing final Jeopardy! as fun as it is when watching at home?


A: "More fun ­ the money is real." 


Q: Did you get to meet Alex Trebek? Was he still rock'n that sweet mustache? Did it 
mesmerize you? Did you get lost in it?


A: "No, I asked him at the end of the first show why he got rid of it.  He refused to answer. It 
remains one of life's great mysteries why he shaved it. I always thought it was the source of 
his strength ­ like Samson's hair.  I guess not." 


Q: How much of that money do you actually get to keep?


A: "Don't know ­ you'll have to ask the IRS. Jeopardy! doesn't pay me until 120 days after the 
show airs, so I'm still scrounging in my couch for beer money for another four months."


Matt Rocheleau contributed to this article. 


Josh Walovitch can be reached at jwalovit@student.umass.edu.
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Amherst College student tells tale of 
Jeopardy!


Josh Walovitch, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/9/08 Section: News


Q: What do you plan to do with your winnings?


A: "No idea."


Q: How would you describe the whole experience?


A: "Fun. It's a game show, and I enjoyed playing the game, and I enjoyed entertaining."


Q: Was it intimidating ­ were you nervous? 


A: "Not too nervous or intimidated ­ more excited. I was getting paid enormous amounts of 
money for answering questions. What's not to like?"


Q: Did you mess up on any of the phrasings, like forgetting to say "what is..." or "who is..."?


A: "Nah, it just becomes kind of a reflex."


Q: Was playing final Jeopardy! as fun as it is when watching at home?


A: "More fun ­ the money is real." 


Q: Did you get to meet Alex Trebek? Was he still rock'n that sweet mustache? Did it 
mesmerize you? Did you get lost in it?


A: "No, I asked him at the end of the first show why he got rid of it.  He refused to answer. It 
remains one of life's great mysteries why he shaved it. I always thought it was the source of 
his strength ­ like Samson's hair.  I guess not." 


Q: How much of that money do you actually get to keep?


A: "Don't know ­ you'll have to ask the IRS. Jeopardy! doesn't pay me until 120 days after the 
show airs, so I'm still scrounging in my couch for beer money for another four months."


Matt Rocheleau contributed to this article. 


Josh Walovitch can be reached at jwalovit@student.umass.edu.
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Amherst College student tells tale of 
Jeopardy!


Josh Walovitch, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/9/08 Section: News


Q: What do you plan to do with your winnings?


A: "No idea."


Q: How would you describe the whole experience?


A: "Fun. It's a game show, and I enjoyed playing the game, and I enjoyed entertaining."


Q: Was it intimidating ­ were you nervous? 


A: "Not too nervous or intimidated ­ more excited. I was getting paid enormous amounts of 
money for answering questions. What's not to like?"


Q: Did you mess up on any of the phrasings, like forgetting to say "what is..." or "who is..."?


A: "Nah, it just becomes kind of a reflex."


Q: Was playing final Jeopardy! as fun as it is when watching at home?


A: "More fun ­ the money is real." 


Q: Did you get to meet Alex Trebek? Was he still rock'n that sweet mustache? Did it 
mesmerize you? Did you get lost in it?


A: "No, I asked him at the end of the first show why he got rid of it.  He refused to answer. It 
remains one of life's great mysteries why he shaved it. I always thought it was the source of 
his strength ­ like Samson's hair.  I guess not." 


Q: How much of that money do you actually get to keep?


A: "Don't know ­ you'll have to ask the IRS. Jeopardy! doesn't pay me until 120 days after the 
show airs, so I'm still scrounging in my couch for beer money for another four months."


Matt Rocheleau contributed to this article. 


Josh Walovitch can be reached at jwalovit@student.umass.edu.
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SGA to discuss budget


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/9/08 Section: News


The Student Government Association (SGA) will host a town­hall style meeting about the 
campus budget crisis, tonight at 7 p.m. in the Student Union.


The meeting will be held in the Commonwealth Room, also known as Earthfoods Café. It is 
open to all students of the University of Massachusetts "as a space to exchange information 
on how the UMass budget crunch will affect students as early as next year," according to 
SGA president Malcolm Chu.


"The meeting can be an opportunity for students to learn what the Task Force has been 
discussing in its meetings," said Chu, one of three students who sit on the Chancellor's 
Budget Task Force.


"While the Task Force meetings have been open to the public, the fact that only two 
undergraduate students and one graduate student sit on the Task Force suggests that 
student input is marginalized," said Chu. "Rather than tokenize students in this discussion 
on how the University's funding and allocations will change, we want as many students as 
possible to not only be informed of the current situation, but also actively working to plan the 
University's response to the upcoming budget cuts," Chu continued.  


The mid­year cuts from Gov. Deval Patrick's office eliminated between $11 and $12 million 
of UMass' budget. Some are anticipating more significant cuts in the near future, according 
to Chu. 


The immediate effects of such cuts to the budget vary, and could include increasing class 
sizes. 


Chancellor Holub recently released a message to the Budget Task Force outlining specific 
priorities for the Task Force that he has in mind. 


"Departments must be ready to enter the next academic year with a teaching staff that is 
perhaps smaller than they had anticipated it would be," said Holub.


Members of the SGA's executive cabinet, the Student Senate, and several area governments 
are expected to attend the meeting. 


Students are invited to bring questions about the budget process, ideas for how to alleviate 
financial burdens placed on students, as well as potential strategies to maximize student 
input in decision­making bodies of the University, Chu said. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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SGA to discuss budget


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/9/08 Section: News


The Student Government Association (SGA) will host a town­hall style meeting about the 
campus budget crisis, tonight at 7 p.m. in the Student Union.


The meeting will be held in the Commonwealth Room, also known as Earthfoods Café. It is 
open to all students of the University of Massachusetts "as a space to exchange information 
on how the UMass budget crunch will affect students as early as next year," according to 
SGA president Malcolm Chu.


"The meeting can be an opportunity for students to learn what the Task Force has been 
discussing in its meetings," said Chu, one of three students who sit on the Chancellor's 
Budget Task Force.


"While the Task Force meetings have been open to the public, the fact that only two 
undergraduate students and one graduate student sit on the Task Force suggests that 
student input is marginalized," said Chu. "Rather than tokenize students in this discussion 
on how the University's funding and allocations will change, we want as many students as 
possible to not only be informed of the current situation, but also actively working to plan the 
University's response to the upcoming budget cuts," Chu continued.  


The mid­year cuts from Gov. Deval Patrick's office eliminated between $11 and $12 million 
of UMass' budget. Some are anticipating more significant cuts in the near future, according 
to Chu. 


The immediate effects of such cuts to the budget vary, and could include increasing class 
sizes. 


Chancellor Holub recently released a message to the Budget Task Force outlining specific 
priorities for the Task Force that he has in mind. 


"Departments must be ready to enter the next academic year with a teaching staff that is 
perhaps smaller than they had anticipated it would be," said Holub.


Members of the SGA's executive cabinet, the Student Senate, and several area governments 
are expected to attend the meeting. 


Students are invited to bring questions about the budget process, ideas for how to alleviate 
financial burdens placed on students, as well as potential strategies to maximize student 
input in decision­making bodies of the University, Chu said. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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Distinguished lectures continue today


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/9/08 Section: News


Rafael A. Fissore, professor of veterinary and animal sciences at the University of 
Massachusetts, will give the second of four Distinguished Faculty Lectures today at 4 p.m. 
in the Massachusetts Room of the Mullins Center.


Fissore's talk titled, "Activating the Egg: A Tale of Mice, Pigs, and Men," will discuss how the 
egg, the female gamete, always emerges from the ovary arrested in its development. 


Precisely how the sperm "activates" the egg has been a mystery for scientists for quite 
some time. 


Fissore, who has been with UMass since 1993, will explain what his research team has 
discovered about mammalian fertilization. Their research has included the use of mice and 
pigs, and most recently studying infertile men.


He will also discuss what these findings mean for new treatments for infertility, as well as 
their ethical implications.


"His research looks at understanding the mechanism by which the sperm is able to induce 
activation and trigger development in mammalian eggs," said a statement from University 
spokesman Patrick J. Callahan. "This research has implications for understanding 
reproduction and the development of new treatments for infertility and the ethical questions 
such treatment will raise."


Fissore was an assistant professor from 1993 to 1998, an associate professor from 1999 
to 2007 and has been a professor since then. 


He also served as a visiting professor in the department of physiology at Katholieke 
Universiteit of Leuven in Leuven, Belgium in 2003. 


Weibo Gong, electrical and computer engineering, is another participant in the lecture 
series, who will give a talk titled, "Will the Internet Soon Outsmart Humans?" on Monday, 
Feb. 23, 2009. Sally I. Powers, psychology, will conclude the series in her discussion, 
"Hormones and Lovers' Quarrels: How Stress Translates into Depression," on Monday, 
April 27, 2009.


There is a reception after each talk where faculty members in the series are given a 
Chancellor's Medal following their lecture. 
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Distinguished lectures continue today


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/9/08 Section: News


Rafael A. Fissore, professor of veterinary and animal sciences at the University of 
Massachusetts, will give the second of four Distinguished Faculty Lectures today at 4 p.m. 
in the Massachusetts Room of the Mullins Center.


Fissore's talk titled, "Activating the Egg: A Tale of Mice, Pigs, and Men," will discuss how the 
egg, the female gamete, always emerges from the ovary arrested in its development. 


Precisely how the sperm "activates" the egg has been a mystery for scientists for quite 
some time. 


Fissore, who has been with UMass since 1993, will explain what his research team has 
discovered about mammalian fertilization. Their research has included the use of mice and 
pigs, and most recently studying infertile men.


He will also discuss what these findings mean for new treatments for infertility, as well as 
their ethical implications.


"His research looks at understanding the mechanism by which the sperm is able to induce 
activation and trigger development in mammalian eggs," said a statement from University 
spokesman Patrick J. Callahan. "This research has implications for understanding 
reproduction and the development of new treatments for infertility and the ethical questions 
such treatment will raise."


Fissore was an assistant professor from 1993 to 1998, an associate professor from 1999 
to 2007 and has been a professor since then. 


He also served as a visiting professor in the department of physiology at Katholieke 
Universiteit of Leuven in Leuven, Belgium in 2003. 


Weibo Gong, electrical and computer engineering, is another participant in the lecture 
series, who will give a talk titled, "Will the Internet Soon Outsmart Humans?" on Monday, 
Feb. 23, 2009. Sally I. Powers, psychology, will conclude the series in her discussion, 
"Hormones and Lovers' Quarrels: How Stress Translates into Depression," on Monday, 
April 27, 2009.


There is a reception after each talk where faculty members in the series are given a 
Chancellor's Medal following their lecture. 
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"The Chancellor's Medal is the highest honor bestowed on individuals for exemplary and 
extraordinary service to the campus," the statement said.


The lecture series is sponsored by the offices of the chancellor and the provost.


Fissore was also an embryologist in the in­vitro fertilization program at Brigham and 
Women's Hospital's department of obstetrics, gynecology and reproductive biology and 
Harvard Medical School from 1990­93. From 1983 to 1984 he was a veterinary assistant in 
the veterinary practice of Dr. Roberto Magnasco in Canals, Cordoba, Argentina.


Fissore earned a degree as a veterinary surgeon from the University of Buenos Aires in 
1983; was a resident at the School of Veterinary Medicine at the University of California, 
Davis from 1984 to 1988; earned a master of preventive veterinary medicine from the 
University of California Davis in 1988; earned a diplomate ACT from the American College 
of Theriogenology in 1988, and earned a doctorate in veterinary and animal sciences from 
UMass Amherst in 1993. 


Professor Fissore also served as a postdoctoral fellow in reproductive biology at Harvard 
Medical School and Brigham and Women's Hospital in Boston from 1988 to 1989.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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"The Chancellor's Medal is the highest honor bestowed on individuals for exemplary and 
extraordinary service to the campus," the statement said.


The lecture series is sponsored by the offices of the chancellor and the provost.


Fissore was also an embryologist in the in­vitro fertilization program at Brigham and 
Women's Hospital's department of obstetrics, gynecology and reproductive biology and 
Harvard Medical School from 1990­93. From 1983 to 1984 he was a veterinary assistant in 
the veterinary practice of Dr. Roberto Magnasco in Canals, Cordoba, Argentina.


Fissore earned a degree as a veterinary surgeon from the University of Buenos Aires in 
1983; was a resident at the School of Veterinary Medicine at the University of California, 
Davis from 1984 to 1988; earned a master of preventive veterinary medicine from the 
University of California Davis in 1988; earned a diplomate ACT from the American College 
of Theriogenology in 1988, and earned a doctorate in veterinary and animal sciences from 
UMass Amherst in 1993. 


Professor Fissore also served as a postdoctoral fellow in reproductive biology at Harvard 
Medical School and Brigham and Women's Hospital in Boston from 1988 to 1989.
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Man struck, killed by Amtrak train identified 
as former UMass employee


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/10/08 Section: News


A former employee of the University of 
Massachusetts, and Amherst resident, 
was struck by an Amtrak passenger 
train while crossing the tracks near 34 
Bridge Street around 4:30 p.m. 
yesterday.


Police identified the man as 63­year­
old Jeffrey M. Tenenbaum of 27 
Montague Road. Tenenbaum was 
pronounced dead at the scene when 
officials responded around 5 p.m.


Police said they do not suspect foul play at this time, but the incident remains under 
investigation.


Tenenbaum worked as a reference librarian at UMass for 31 years before retiring in 
December 2003, according to the Amherst College Web site. He also worked as a 
substitute reference librarian at Amherst College since retiring from UMass, the site said.


"It's a tragedy for his family," said University spokesperson Patrick Callahan.


Town resident Titus Neigens said he witnessed an adult male cross the tracks while the 
red railroad warning lights were blinking as the train approached.


"At that point the train passed and no one was there," Neigens said.


The train stopped after the alleged incident.


There are warning lights, but no crossing arms where the road and tracks intersect.


After hearing police sirens, Miguel Reda, a nearby Amherst resident, walked to the scene to 
see what had happened. He said he could see what appeared to be a sheet covering a 
body near the tracks.


Officials used caution tape to keep onlookers away.


Emily Nuzzo, a manager at Cushman's, said she heard from a witness that the man was 
wearing a white T­shirt. 


"I heard the regular sound of the train coming and then I heard it slowing down," said Nuzzo, 
who graduated from the University of Massachusetts in May.


Neigens said he was picking up his son at nearby Cushman Market and Café. He said he 
gave his number to police in case they wanted to ask him any questions about what he 
saw.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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Man struck, killed by Amtrak train identified 
as former UMass employee


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/10/08 Section: News


A former employee of the University of 
Massachusetts, and Amherst resident, 
was struck by an Amtrak passenger 
train while crossing the tracks near 34 
Bridge Street around 4:30 p.m. 
yesterday.


Police identified the man as 63­year­
old Jeffrey M. Tenenbaum of 27 
Montague Road. Tenenbaum was 
pronounced dead at the scene when 
officials responded around 5 p.m.


Police said they do not suspect foul play at this time, but the incident remains under 
investigation.


Tenenbaum worked as a reference librarian at UMass for 31 years before retiring in 
December 2003, according to the Amherst College Web site. He also worked as a 
substitute reference librarian at Amherst College since retiring from UMass, the site said.


"It's a tragedy for his family," said University spokesperson Patrick Callahan.


Town resident Titus Neigens said he witnessed an adult male cross the tracks while the 
red railroad warning lights were blinking as the train approached.


"At that point the train passed and no one was there," Neigens said.


The train stopped after the alleged incident.


There are warning lights, but no crossing arms where the road and tracks intersect.


After hearing police sirens, Miguel Reda, a nearby Amherst resident, walked to the scene to 
see what had happened. He said he could see what appeared to be a sheet covering a 
body near the tracks.


Officials used caution tape to keep onlookers away.


Emily Nuzzo, a manager at Cushman's, said she heard from a witness that the man was 
wearing a white T­shirt. 


"I heard the regular sound of the train coming and then I heard it slowing down," said Nuzzo, 
who graduated from the University of Massachusetts in May.


Neigens said he was picking up his son at nearby Cushman Market and Café. He said he 
gave his number to police in case they wanted to ask him any questions about what he 
saw.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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Man struck, killed by Amtrak train identified 
as former UMass employee


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/10/08 Section: News


A former employee of the University of 
Massachusetts, and Amherst resident, 
was struck by an Amtrak passenger 
train while crossing the tracks near 34 
Bridge Street around 4:30 p.m. 
yesterday.


Police identified the man as 63­year­
old Jeffrey M. Tenenbaum of 27 
Montague Road. Tenenbaum was 
pronounced dead at the scene when 
officials responded around 5 p.m.


Police said they do not suspect foul play at this time, but the incident remains under 
investigation.


Tenenbaum worked as a reference librarian at UMass for 31 years before retiring in 
December 2003, according to the Amherst College Web site. He also worked as a 
substitute reference librarian at Amherst College since retiring from UMass, the site said.


"It's a tragedy for his family," said University spokesperson Patrick Callahan.


Town resident Titus Neigens said he witnessed an adult male cross the tracks while the 
red railroad warning lights were blinking as the train approached.


"At that point the train passed and no one was there," Neigens said.


The train stopped after the alleged incident.


There are warning lights, but no crossing arms where the road and tracks intersect.


After hearing police sirens, Miguel Reda, a nearby Amherst resident, walked to the scene to 
see what had happened. He said he could see what appeared to be a sheet covering a 
body near the tracks.


Officials used caution tape to keep onlookers away.


Emily Nuzzo, a manager at Cushman's, said she heard from a witness that the man was 
wearing a white T­shirt. 


"I heard the regular sound of the train coming and then I heard it slowing down," said Nuzzo, 
who graduated from the University of Massachusetts in May.


Neigens said he was picking up his son at nearby Cushman Market and Café. He said he 
gave his number to police in case they wanted to ask him any questions about what he 
saw.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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Ed Cutting
posted 12/10/08 @ 9:15 AM EST 


There is a real problem with that track ­­ from where the old station was on Railroad Ave 
north to Cushman Village, the track is still in the sense it was in the '70s pre­Amtrak. 
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jrod
posted 12/10/08 @ 9:37 AM EST 


Let's have UMass setup some safety precautions here ­ maybe some rumble strips or a 
random crossing guard that rotates around all the railroad crossings in town. 
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[QUOTE id="fad926d0­b1c1­4cf3­aa2d­889a5a780fc5"]Let's have UMass setup some 
safety precautions here ­ maybe some rumble strips or a random crossing guard that 
rotates around all the railroad crossings in town. (Continued…) 
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MIRIAM
posted 12/10/08 @ 2:49 PM EST 


not to mention the fact that there should be a guard while the train is passing, there is 
also the problem of the bridge down the street from cushman that people tend to walk 
on. (Continued…) 


Details    Reply to this comment  
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UMass Student Union, Pioneer Valley venues host Inauguration parties 
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff 


Published: Sunday, January 25, 2009 
Updated: Sunday, January 25, 2009 


As record-setting crowds packed into the nation’s capital on Tuesday, the turnout at 
local gatherings also exceeded expectations as people joined to watch televised 
broadcasts of the Presidential Inauguration of Barack Obama. 


Attended by mainly Obama supporters, public screenings were held at the University of 
Massachusetts, The Academy of Music in Northampton and at Rafters Sports Bar & 
Restaurant in Amherst. 


At UMass, faculty, staff, students and local residents were among an estimated 1,000 
spectators, according to Kevin Libby, the event’s planner and a senior majoring in Social 
Thought and the Political Economy.  


Both the Student Union’s Cape Cod Lounge and ballroom filled to capacity, causing 
event staff to open The Hatch food court to make room for a larger-than-anticipated 
audience. Others crowded into the Blue Wall eatery. 


“We originally thought we’d get between 50 and 100 people,” explained Lloyd Henley, assistant director for the Center for Student 
Development. “Then, it started to grow.” 


“We were blown away with the RSVP requests,” added Libby, who said people began arriving around 45 minutes prior to the 
event’s planned start at 11 a.m. “It’s exciting that we, as a UMass community, can come together to be a part of this.” 


Expressing a desire to share the moment with others was common throughout the day. 


“Obviously it’s just a momentous occasion. The difference here is you don’t want to be alone. You want to be with a community of 
people,” said TreaAndrea Russworm, assistant professor in the English department. “If you can’t be in D.C., you want to be with 
others.” 


Vice Provost for Outreach Sharon L. Fross said, “We’re all working at the campus, and it’s really wonderful to be a part of the 
campus community and to be together.”  


Watching the television coverage from the Blue Wall, she added, “It is historic, and I think all of us recognize that. We recognize 
where the country is. We recognize the historic nature of his election, and [President Obama] has so many in the country behind 
him.” 


After Obama’s inaugural address, some members of the crowd reacted to what they had just heard from the newly appointed 
commander in chief. 


“I thought it was a very good speech,” said Willie Pope, associate director of the Committee for the Collegiate Education of Black 
and other Minority Students. “It’s one that’s going to bring people and inspire people to do things together. And, that’s the only 
way that we are going to move forward in this country is by us all coming together to putting our heads together to try and solve 
what problems we have.” 


UMass student, Ryan Pothering, agreed. 


“I’ve always liked listening to his speeches,” he said. “He’s very eloquent. He ties his arguments in very well.” 


In downtown Northampton, hundreds were lined up outside The Academy of Music nearly an hour before the venue’s free 
screening of the inaugural broadcast began. 


Friends and former Amherst Regional High School classmates Charlotte de Vries, Brooke Steinhauser and Ella Stocker were in 
high spirits as they approached the theater’s entrance. Now college graduates, the three recalled former President George W. 
Bush’s election when they were high school freshmen and his re-election in their first year at college in 2004. However they said 
Obama’s inauguration has a different feel. 


“It’s so exciting to be here. It’s an historic event,” said de Vries, a UMass alumna. “Obama is all about community and here we are 


P.J. Stanley/Collegian 


More than 1,000 people crowded the Student Union at the 
University of Massachusetts last Tuesday to watch the 
inauguration of Barack Obama. Initially the event was to be 
held solely in the Cape Cod Lounge, but spillover sites in 
the Ballroom and Hatch had to be set up to accomodate 
the crowds.  
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in a community.” 


Northampton resident Pamela Cobb was also glad to be in the company of others. 


“I didn’t want to sit at home and watch it by myself. I wanted to be with a group of people,” said Cobb. “I’ve got a big TV at home – 
so, that’s not it. It’s about being with other people.” 


And folks inside were not alone as every one of the theater’s 803 seats was filled as they watched the celebration on a large 
screen, according to Debra J’Anthony, the venue’s executive director. It was the first time the academy has offered an inaugural 
telecast, she said, and they did so because they felt there was something “special” about this inauguration. 


“This is the first time – in my voting history – that I’ve been this excited about a president-elect,” agreed Holyoke resident Leslie 
Pray. 


Pray said she considered traveling to Washington D.C. to watch in person. However, she said she had too many commitments to 
make the trip and took the day off instead. 


UMass alumnus Michael Trabert said he did not have to take any time off because he is currently unemployed. 


“Maybe Obama can help me with that,” Trabert laughed. 


The Academy of Music also offered a rebroadcast of the inaugural ceremonies at 6 p.m., which brought in about 600 people, 
J’Anthony said. 


Prior to his inaugural address, customers at Rafters had speculated on what the 44th president might say.  


“I feel he will do a really good job setting the tone for the next four years,” said Alison Wilson-Pierce watching the coverage with 
fellow UMass student Vanessa Snow. 


UMass graduate student Quentin Lewis said he was anticipating an “intelligent and inspiring” speech after the president takes his 
oath.  


Lewis said he did volunteer work for Obama’s campaign in New Hampshire and was excited to watch the inauguration in a more 
social atmosphere than his lab room at the University. However, having studied race as an anthropology student, Lewis said he is 
concerned for some people who may see the election of the first African-American president as an end to racism. 


“It’s a huge step forward,” added his fiancé Alanna Rudzik. “But, it doesn’t mean that suddenly those [racial] barriers are gone.” 


A native of Canada, Rudzik gave her perspective on what the day meant for those beyond the United States’ borders. 


“It’s a seismic shift in the way the world looks at the U.S.,” said Rudzik. “It’s an epic moment that he will have to live up to, but I 
think people around the world are rooting for the U.S." 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. 
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Around 500 people will get the opportunity to be served by such 
local celebrities as University of Massachusetts Chancellor 
Robert Holub and head men’s basketball coach Derek Kellogg 
tonight at Amherst Survival Center’s first annual “Empty Bowls 
Dinner” benefit, which sold out over the weekend, according to a 
statement from the center. 


  


The meal, served at The Pub on 15 E. Pleasant St.  in Amherst, 
will feature hearty soup, freshly baked bread and salad provided 
by local restaurants and businesses to assist the Center in 
trying to help fight local hunger.  


  


Despite recent cutbacks, the 34­year­old Survival Center is 
“expanding its food pantry, meal service, health clinic and other programs to meet the region’s growing needs,” 
the statement said. 


  


“The ‘Empty Bowls Dinner’ is a great way to support those who have been hit hardest in the recession,” said 
Cheryl Zoll, the Center’s executive director. “They need your help more than ever.” 


  


The benefit, sponsored by The Pub and People’s Bank, “comes at a critical time for the Survival Center,” the 
statement said.  


  


Demand for services at the agency rose by nearly 30 percent in the last year as the global economy weakened 
and forced the state to cut some of its funding to the Center, according to the statement.  


  


MBA students at the Isenberg School of Management (ISOM) helped publicize the event. Through a student 
organization called Net Impact UMass Amherst, students are serving as board fellows on the Amherst Survival 
Center board. According to the ISOM website, Net Impact UMass Amherst, an affiliate of a larger Net Impact 
organization, seeks to improve the world “by growing and strengthening a network of leaders who use the power 
of business to make a positive net social, environmental, and economic impact.” 


  


Other guest waiters will include Amherst Town Manager Larry Shaffer, state Sen. Stanley Rosenberg and state 
Rep. Ellen Story, said Kara Kharmah, an MBA student at Isenberg helping to organize the benefit.  


  


Each guest will receive a handcrafted bowl by local artisans and will have the chance to bid in a silent auction 
that includes glass bowls by Northampton artist Josh Simpson. Though he is a local resident, Simpson’s work 
has obtained international recognition and is displayed in collections worldwide, including those of the Museum 
of Fine Arts in Boston and Canada’s Royal Ontario Museum. 


  


Though all tickets are sold out, the agency accepts donations online through 
http://people.umass.edu/support/asc/. 


 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. 
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Around 500 people will get the opportunity to be served by such 
local celebrities as University of Massachusetts Chancellor 
Robert Holub and head men’s basketball coach Derek Kellogg 
tonight at Amherst Survival Center’s first annual “Empty Bowls 
Dinner” benefit, which sold out over the weekend, according to a 
statement from the center. 


  


The meal, served at The Pub on 15 E. Pleasant St.  in Amherst, 
will feature hearty soup, freshly baked bread and salad provided 
by local restaurants and businesses to assist the Center in 
trying to help fight local hunger.  


  


Despite recent cutbacks, the 34­year­old Survival Center is 
“expanding its food pantry, meal service, health clinic and other programs to meet the region’s growing needs,” 
the statement said. 


  


“The ‘Empty Bowls Dinner’ is a great way to support those who have been hit hardest in the recession,” said 
Cheryl Zoll, the Center’s executive director. “They need your help more than ever.” 


  


The benefit, sponsored by The Pub and People’s Bank, “comes at a critical time for the Survival Center,” the 
statement said.  


  


Demand for services at the agency rose by nearly 30 percent in the last year as the global economy weakened 
and forced the state to cut some of its funding to the Center, according to the statement.  


  


MBA students at the Isenberg School of Management (ISOM) helped publicize the event. Through a student 
organization called Net Impact UMass Amherst, students are serving as board fellows on the Amherst Survival 
Center board. According to the ISOM website, Net Impact UMass Amherst, an affiliate of a larger Net Impact 
organization, seeks to improve the world “by growing and strengthening a network of leaders who use the power 
of business to make a positive net social, environmental, and economic impact.” 


  


Other guest waiters will include Amherst Town Manager Larry Shaffer, state Sen. Stanley Rosenberg and state 
Rep. Ellen Story, said Kara Kharmah, an MBA student at Isenberg helping to organize the benefit.  


  


Each guest will receive a handcrafted bowl by local artisans and will have the chance to bid in a silent auction 
that includes glass bowls by Northampton artist Josh Simpson. Though he is a local resident, Simpson’s work 
has obtained international recognition and is displayed in collections worldwide, including those of the Museum 
of Fine Arts in Boston and Canada’s Royal Ontario Museum. 


  


Though all tickets are sold out, the agency accepts donations online through 
http://people.umass.edu/support/asc/. 


 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. 
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Hundreds of local residents packed into The Pub on East Pleasant Street in Amherst last night for the Amherst 


Survival Center’s first annual ‘Empty Bowls Dinner.’ 


The sold­out benefit brought in around 500 people in an effort to combat hunger in the local community.  


Guests were served by a waitstaff which included locally­known figures like former University of Massachusetts 


point guard and current head basketball coach Derek Kellogg, Chancellor Robert Holub and his wife Sabine, 


Amherst Police Chief Charles Scherpa and Town Manager Larry Shaffer.  


 “Everyone that’s working here tonight is a volunteer, which is amazing,” said event organizer Ruth Wade. 


Kellogg said he was excited to be there and came to The Pub earlier in the afternoon to practice serving tables 


and carrying around trays.  


“I’ve been pretty good,” said Kellogg, mentioning that he was told by one of the workers in the kitchen that he 


“might have a future in this.” 


Other members of the volunteer staff were also glad to help out. 


“I love the Survival Center and the work they do there,” said Shaffer. “Whatever I can do to help out, I ’m happy to 


do.” 


“In these economic times, I ’m more than happy to do as much as I can to help people out,” agreed Scherpa. 


State Sen. Stanley Rosenberg and state Rep. Ellen Story were scheduled to serve food as well, but could not 


make it due to legislative responsibilities, said Wade.  


As people entered, they picked out their own ceramic bowls made by local artisans, which they could keep 


after the dinner. Those in attendance could choose from a wide selection of soups and were also served salad 


and freshly baked bread. 


Randi Stein of Amherst and Ruth Love Barer of Hadley, Mass. said they both came to support the Survival 


Center. 


“This is a wonderful way to support [the Center],” said Barer. “The crowd here is amazing. I’m proud to be here.” 


“I’m impressed with this bowl,” said Stein. “It’s such a tangible representation of what is needed.” 


Amherst resident Tammy Parks said she purchased her tickets soon after they went on sale. 


“I came to support a good cause, to get a beautiful bowl and to have soup,” she said.  


Despite recent cutbacks, the Survival Center, established in 1975, is “expanding its food pantry, meal service, 


health clinic and other programs to meet the region’s growing needs,” outlined a recent statement.  


“The ‘Empty Bowls Dinner’ is a great way to support those who have been hit hardest in the recession,” said 


Cheryl Zoll, the center’s executive director. “They need your help more than ever.” 


The benefit, sponsored by The Pub and People’s Bank, “comes at a critical time for the Survival Center,” the 


statement said.  


Demand for services at the agency rose by nearly 30 percent in the last year as the global economy weakened 


and forced the state to cut some of its funding to the Center.  


MBA students at the Isenberg School of Management (ISOM) helped publicize the event. Through a student 


organization called Net Impact UMass Amherst, students are serving as board fellows on the Amherst Survival 


Center board. According to the ISOM website, Net Impact UMass Amherst, an affiliate of a larger Net Impact 


organization, seeks to improve the world “by growing and strengthening a network of leaders who use the power 


of business to make a positive net social, environmental and economic impact.” 


Guests also bid in a silent auction which included glass bowls by Northampton artist Josh Simpson. Though he 


is a local resident, Simpson’s work has obtained international recognition and is displayed in collections 


worldwide, including those of the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston and Canada’s Royal Ontario Museum. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. 
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Coach Kellogg, Chancellor Holub serve soup for 
charity
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff


Published: Tuesday, January 27, 2009 
Updated: Tuesday, January 27, 2009 


Hundreds of local residents packed into The Pub on East Pleasant Street in Amherst last night for the Amherst 


Survival Center’s first annual ‘Empty Bowls Dinner.’ 


The sold­out benefit brought in around 500 people in an effort to combat hunger in the local community.  


Guests were served by a waitstaff which included locally­known figures like former University of Massachusetts 


point guard and current head basketball coach Derek Kellogg, Chancellor Robert Holub and his wife Sabine, 


Amherst Police Chief Charles Scherpa and Town Manager Larry Shaffer.  


 “Everyone that’s working here tonight is a volunteer, which is amazing,” said event organizer Ruth Wade. 


Kellogg said he was excited to be there and came to The Pub earlier in the afternoon to practice serving tables 


and carrying around trays.  


“I’ve been pretty good,” said Kellogg, mentioning that he was told by one of the workers in the kitchen that he 


“might have a future in this.” 


Other members of the volunteer staff were also glad to help out. 


“I love the Survival Center and the work they do there,” said Shaffer. “Whatever I can do to help out, I ’m happy to 


do.” 


“In these economic times, I ’m more than happy to do as much as I can to help people out,” agreed Scherpa. 


State Sen. Stanley Rosenberg and state Rep. Ellen Story were scheduled to serve food as well, but could not 


make it due to legislative responsibilities, said Wade.  


As people entered, they picked out their own ceramic bowls made by local artisans, which they could keep 


after the dinner. Those in attendance could choose from a wide selection of soups and were also served salad 


and freshly baked bread. 


Randi Stein of Amherst and Ruth Love Barer of Hadley, Mass. said they both came to support the Survival 


Center. 


“This is a wonderful way to support [the Center],” said Barer. “The crowd here is amazing. I’m proud to be here.” 


“I’m impressed with this bowl,” said Stein. “It’s such a tangible representation of what is needed.” 


Amherst resident Tammy Parks said she purchased her tickets soon after they went on sale. 


“I came to support a good cause, to get a beautiful bowl and to have soup,” she said.  


Despite recent cutbacks, the Survival Center, established in 1975, is “expanding its food pantry, meal service, 


health clinic and other programs to meet the region’s growing needs,” outlined a recent statement.  


“The ‘Empty Bowls Dinner’ is a great way to support those who have been hit hardest in the recession,” said 


Cheryl Zoll, the center’s executive director. “They need your help more than ever.” 


The benefit, sponsored by The Pub and People’s Bank, “comes at a critical time for the Survival Center,” the 


statement said.  


Demand for services at the agency rose by nearly 30 percent in the last year as the global economy weakened 


and forced the state to cut some of its funding to the Center.  


MBA students at the Isenberg School of Management (ISOM) helped publicize the event. Through a student 


organization called Net Impact UMass Amherst, students are serving as board fellows on the Amherst Survival 


Center board. According to the ISOM website, Net Impact UMass Amherst, an affiliate of a larger Net Impact 


organization, seeks to improve the world “by growing and strengthening a network of leaders who use the power 


of business to make a positive net social, environmental and economic impact.” 


Guests also bid in a silent auction which included glass bowls by Northampton artist Josh Simpson. Though he 


is a local resident, Simpson’s work has obtained international recognition and is displayed in collections 


worldwide, including those of the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston and Canada’s Royal Ontario Museum. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. 
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Matt Rocheleau and Joe Meloni, Collegian Staff
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Two small fires on separate floors caused an evacuation of the 


26­story W.E.B. Du Bois library, which remained closed for 


about three­and­a­half hours Wednesday afternoon.  


Both fires were short­lived, caused minimal damage and are 


under investigation, officials said. There were no injuries.  


The fires began in green paper recycling bins on the 18th and 


22nd floors, according to a University statement. Smoke 


triggered the fire alarms and lit emergency strobes around 12:38 


p.m., forcing officials to evacuate the building and prevent others 


from entering until 4 p.m.  


Terry Warner, assistant director of administrative service of the library, said this is the first time there has been 


a fire in the library since she began working there in 1985.  


The fire on the 22nd floor was put out by a person riding the elevator down who smelled smoke when the 


elevator’s doors opened. The person put out the smaller of the two fires using one of the library’s emergency fire 


extinguishers, said Warner, who declined to disclose the person’s name but did say that the person was not a 


library staff member. The other fire was put out by the Amherst Fire Department. 


“We’re pretty good about evacuating,” said Warner. “Our main concern is getting everyone out safely ­ leave it to 


the professionals to take it from there.” 


The library’s second priority, she said, is to make sure the building is “safe to occupy before we let anyone 


back in.” 


Initially, library workers had told students that they would be allowed back in the building within a half­hour. 


However, officials later announced the library would not re­open until 4 p.m. because, “the building was cleared 


to contain the fire and clear the air of smoke,” said responding UMass police officer Brian Green. 


Junior Emily Ward said that she saw a small amount of smoke while studying on the 18th floor. 


“We heard the alarm and everyone was like ‘ah crap,’” said senior Alex Owens who was in room 767 of the 


library when the alarms sounded.  


Owens, a journalism and anthropology double major, said people were directed away from the elevators and told 


to use the stairs.  


“I was down in the basement and the alarm went off,” said Keith Shannon a senior journalism major. “They were 


saying it was a drill.” 


Shannon was supposed to have a class in library room 720 at 1:25 p.m., which was cancelled due to library ’s 


closing.  


“They told me that I needed to go away for a half hour,” said Kristen Johnson, a sophomore sociology major 


who attempted to enter the building at 1 p.m. “They didn’t tell us anything, but a firefighter went in and then 


another went in a little after.” 


The Fire Department, UMass Police and Environmental Health and Safety all responded to the scene.  


Past alarms and evacuations have been non­fire related, like those caused by dust from construction being 


done inside the building, or fire drills, Warner said. 


Mike LaCrosse contributed to this report.  


Matt Rocheleau and Joe Meloni can be reached at news@dailycollegian.com. 
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Two small fires on separate floors caused an evacuation of the 


26­story W.E.B. Du Bois library, which remained closed for 


about three­and­a­half hours Wednesday afternoon.  


Both fires were short­lived, caused minimal damage and are 


under investigation, officials said. There were no injuries.  


The fires began in green paper recycling bins on the 18th and 


22nd floors, according to a University statement. Smoke 


triggered the fire alarms and lit emergency strobes around 12:38 


p.m., forcing officials to evacuate the building and prevent others 


from entering until 4 p.m.  


Terry Warner, assistant director of administrative service of the library, said this is the first time there has been 


a fire in the library since she began working there in 1985.  


The fire on the 22nd floor was put out by a person riding the elevator down who smelled smoke when the 


elevator’s doors opened. The person put out the smaller of the two fires using one of the library’s emergency fire 


extinguishers, said Warner, who declined to disclose the person’s name but did say that the person was not a 


library staff member. The other fire was put out by the Amherst Fire Department. 


“We’re pretty good about evacuating,” said Warner. “Our main concern is getting everyone out safely ­ leave it to 


the professionals to take it from there.” 


The library’s second priority, she said, is to make sure the building is “safe to occupy before we let anyone 


back in.” 


Initially, library workers had told students that they would be allowed back in the building within a half­hour. 


However, officials later announced the library would not re­open until 4 p.m. because, “the building was cleared 


to contain the fire and clear the air of smoke,” said responding UMass police officer Brian Green. 


Junior Emily Ward said that she saw a small amount of smoke while studying on the 18th floor. 


“We heard the alarm and everyone was like ‘ah crap,’” said senior Alex Owens who was in room 767 of the 


library when the alarms sounded.  


Owens, a journalism and anthropology double major, said people were directed away from the elevators and told 


to use the stairs.  


“I was down in the basement and the alarm went off,” said Keith Shannon a senior journalism major. “They were 


saying it was a drill.” 


Shannon was supposed to have a class in library room 720 at 1:25 p.m., which was cancelled due to library ’s 


closing.  


“They told me that I needed to go away for a half hour,” said Kristen Johnson, a sophomore sociology major 


who attempted to enter the building at 1 p.m. “They didn’t tell us anything, but a firefighter went in and then 


another went in a little after.” 


The Fire Department, UMass Police and Environmental Health and Safety all responded to the scene.  


Past alarms and evacuations have been non­fire related, like those caused by dust from construction being 


done inside the building, or fire drills, Warner said. 


Mike LaCrosse contributed to this report.  


Matt Rocheleau and Joe Meloni can be reached at news@dailycollegian.com. 
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A student at the University of Massachusetts allegedly stabbed an 


Amherst College student several times in the back and chest in an 


Amherst College dormitory early Sunday.  


Marcus Smith, 21, of 5 Codman Park, Apt. 3, Roxbury, a sociology 


major at UMass, was arrested and charged with assault and battery 


with a dangerous weapon (a knife), according to the Amherst Police 


Department. 


The 20­year­old male victim was allegedly stabbed by Smith at 


Crossett Dormitory and police said they were notified at 1:04 a.m. 


Sunday. 


The victim’s name is not being released by police at this time, but officials said he was transported by ambulance to 


Baystate Medical Center in Springfield, Mass. where he was in fair condition and expected to survive. 


Smith was brought to Cooley Dickinson Hospital in Northampton, Mass. where he was treated for a hand injury and 


released into police custody, officials said. 


Smith is expected to be arraigned in the Eastern Hampshire District Court on Monday. Since the alleged stabbing, he was 


being held at the Hampshire County House of Correction in lieu of $25,000 cash bail. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. 
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757...nice... Great to know we have looser gang bangers on campus.  To have the nerve when peoplecall ou and Marcus out for 
the criminals you are....loosers! 


Mon and Wed : March for Marcus 
Tues and Thur : Justice for Jason 


To preface my comments, I was at the party at the time of the stabbing though I did not directly witness the stabbing. From what 
witnesses have told me, the Amherst student was stabbed while attempting to break up a fight between Smith and another 
student. From what I know of the case, self­defense is going to be extremely difficult for Smith. Frankly, the fact that he snuck a 
weapon (he hid the knife from security that was frisking students at the door) into a party at a school with a decidedly non­
violent 


As a former UMass student I am not sure what bothers me more the two very publicized violent crimes recently or the posts on 
this article. First, Amherst is one of the safest towns in Mass. It has a crime index of 38 opposed to 76 for the state and 100 for 
the avearge place in the country. That being said there is NO reason to be carrying a knife. And you cannot claim self defense 
with a deadly weapon (which a knife that could cause death is) if the person you are defending yourself against did not use 
deadly force. I will not even discuss how absurd the racial comments or how a person looks is, you are suppose to eduacated 
not ignorant. Now, I know what 757 stands for and it just further illustrates ignorance. And to say a person who was stabbed 
several times in the chest and back is not seriously hurt is just plain stupid. I agree that people should wait to pass judgment on 
this as in any case, but that goes to all sides. A person could have been killed, lives could be, and probably will be, destroyed. It 
is about time people on campus start to grow up and act like adults. 


Pu cuz in jail for 25! 
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A student at the University of Massachusetts allegedly stabbed an 


Amherst College student several times in the back and chest in an 


Amherst College dormitory early Sunday.  


Marcus Smith, 21, of 5 Codman Park, Apt. 3, Roxbury, a sociology 


major at UMass, was arrested and charged with assault and battery 


with a dangerous weapon (a knife), according to the Amherst Police 


Department. 


The 20­year­old male victim was allegedly stabbed by Smith at 


Crossett Dormitory and police said they were notified at 1:04 a.m. 


Sunday. 


The victim’s name is not being released by police at this time, but officials said he was transported by ambulance to 


Baystate Medical Center in Springfield, Mass. where he was in fair condition and expected to survive. 


Smith was brought to Cooley Dickinson Hospital in Northampton, Mass. where he was treated for a hand injury and 


released into police custody, officials said. 


Smith is expected to be arraigned in the Eastern Hampshire District Court on Monday. Since the alleged stabbing, he was 


being held at the Hampshire County House of Correction in lieu of $25,000 cash bail. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. 
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757...nice... Great to know we have looser gang bangers on campus.  To have the nerve when peoplecall ou and Marcus out for 
the criminals you are....loosers! 


Mon and Wed : March for Marcus 
Tues and Thur : Justice for Jason 


To preface my comments, I was at the party at the time of the stabbing though I did not directly witness the stabbing. From what 
witnesses have told me, the Amherst student was stabbed while attempting to break up a fight between Smith and another 
student. From what I know of the case, self­defense is going to be extremely difficult for Smith. Frankly, the fact that he snuck a 
weapon (he hid the knife from security that was frisking students at the door) into a party at a school with a decidedly non­
violent 


As a former UMass student I am not sure what bothers me more the two very publicized violent crimes recently or the posts on 
this article. First, Amherst is one of the safest towns in Mass. It has a crime index of 38 opposed to 76 for the state and 100 for 
the avearge place in the country. That being said there is NO reason to be carrying a knife. And you cannot claim self defense 
with a deadly weapon (which a knife that could cause death is) if the person you are defending yourself against did not use 
deadly force. I will not even discuss how absurd the racial comments or how a person looks is, you are suppose to eduacated 
not ignorant. Now, I know what 757 stands for and it just further illustrates ignorance. And to say a person who was stabbed 
several times in the chest and back is not seriously hurt is just plain stupid. I agree that people should wait to pass judgment on 
this as in any case, but that goes to all sides. A person could have been killed, lives could be, and probably will be, destroyed. It 
is about time people on campus start to grow up and act like adults. 


Pu cuz in jail for 25! 
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UMass sociology major Marcus Smith, 21, has been 
charged in the alleged stabbing of an Amherst College
Student.  
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A University of Massachusetts student pleaded innocent to a 


charge of assault and battery with a dangerous weapon (a knife) 


after being accused of stabbing an Amherst College student at 


an Amherst College dormitory Sunday morning. 


Marcus Smith, 21, of 5 Codman Park, Apt. 3, Roxbury, Mass., a 


sociology major at UMass, was arraigned in Eastern Hampshire 


District Court in Belchertown on Monday and will be held without 


bail until his pre­trial hearing on March 12. 


According to a probable cause statement by Amherst police 


Sgt. Brian Johnson, the victim, 20­year­old Issac Cameron 


“received six to seven stab wounds to his abdomen, back and neck areas.” 


Police initially responded to a report of a double stabbing at Crossett Dormitory on Sunday at around 1:10 a.m. 


and found Smith, also injured, in the building’s basement bathroom. 


“Smith stated that he had been involved in a fight with an unknown male and as a result of this fight had been 


stabbed in the hand,” said Johnson’s report. “Smith then showed me a wound to the back of his left thumb, 


which was a deep, clean laceration approximately three­fourth inches in length.” 


The report said Smith was wearing a purple T­shirt and a white undershirt which were “heavily stained with blood 


in several places,” though police observed no additional wounds than the one on Smith’s hand. 


“I asked Smith if he knew who had stabbed him, and he stated he did not,” wrote Johnson. “I asked him for a 


description of his assailant, and Smith stated he could not provide one, and that he never saw a knife.” 


According to Johnson, when searched by police, no weapons were found on Smith’s person. 


“Smith stated that he became involved in an argument with an unknown individual over a girl he was dancing 


with,” the report said. “Smith stated he was punched in the nose by this person.” 


One witness, 18­year­old Cory Atkins, a freshman at Amherst College, was interviewed at the scene. 


“Atkins stated that he witnessed a dark­skinned male wearing a purple and black shirt with a purple or black 


baseball hat involved in a physical altercation with his friend, Cameron,” said Johnson’s report. “Atkins did not 


see a knife used…[he] positively identified Smith as the individual he had witnessed fighting with Cameron.” 


Cameron was transported by the Amherst Fire Department to Baystate Medical Center in Springfield, Mass., 


where he was in fair condition, said police. 


Smith was brought to Cooley Dickinson Hospital in Northampton where he was treated for his hand injury and 


released into police custody afterwards, officials said.  


Prior to his arraignment, Smith was held at the Hampshire County House of Correction in lieu of $25,000 cash 


bail. 


Johnson’s report said the bail was $50,000. 


Court documents provided a statement on why Smith is now being held without bail.  


“Given the serious nature of the offense and the injuries sustained during this knife attack, no condition of bail 


would assure the safety of the victim or the community,” said the document. 


The maximum penalty for Smith’s charge is 10 years in prison. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. 
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757...nice... Great to know we have looser gang bangers on campus.  To have the nerve when peoplecall ou and Marcus out for 
the criminals you are....loosers! 


Mon and Wed : March for Marcus 
Tues and Thur : Justice for Jason 


To preface my comments, I was at the party at the time of the stabbing though I did not directly witness the stabbing. From what 
witnesses have told me, the Amherst student was stabbed while attempting to break up a fight between Smith and another 
student. From what I know of the case, self­defense is going to be extremely difficult for Smith. Frankly, the fact that he snuck a 
weapon (he hid the knife from security that was frisking students at the door) into a party at a school with a decidedly non­
violent 


As a former UMass student I am not sure what bothers me more the two very publicized violent crimes recently or the posts on 
this article. First, Amherst is one of the safest towns in Mass. It has a crime index of 38 opposed to 76 for the state and 100 for 
the avearge place in the country. That being said there is NO reason to be carrying a knife. And you cannot claim self defense 
with a deadly weapon (which a knife that could cause death is) if the person you are defending yourself against did not use 
deadly force. I will not even discuss how absurd the racial comments or how a person looks is, you are suppose to eduacated 
not ignorant. Now, I know what 757 stands for and it just further illustrates ignorance. And to say a person who was stabbed 
several times in the chest and back is not seriously hurt is just plain stupid. I agree that people should wait to pass judgment on 
this as in any case, but that goes to all sides. A person could have been killed, lives could be, and probably will be, destroyed. It 
is about time people on campus start to grow up and act like adults. 


Pu cuz in jail for 25! 
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UMass sociology major Marcus Smith, 21, has been 
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A University of Massachusetts student pleaded innocent to a 


charge of assault and battery with a dangerous weapon (a knife) 


after being accused of stabbing an Amherst College student at 


an Amherst College dormitory Sunday morning. 


Marcus Smith, 21, of 5 Codman Park, Apt. 3, Roxbury, Mass., a 


sociology major at UMass, was arraigned in Eastern Hampshire 


District Court in Belchertown on Monday and will be held without 


bail until his pre­trial hearing on March 12. 


According to a probable cause statement by Amherst police 


Sgt. Brian Johnson, the victim, 20­year­old Issac Cameron 


“received six to seven stab wounds to his abdomen, back and neck areas.” 


Police initially responded to a report of a double stabbing at Crossett Dormitory on Sunday at around 1:10 a.m. 


and found Smith, also injured, in the building’s basement bathroom. 


“Smith stated that he had been involved in a fight with an unknown male and as a result of this fight had been 


stabbed in the hand,” said Johnson’s report. “Smith then showed me a wound to the back of his left thumb, 


which was a deep, clean laceration approximately three­fourth inches in length.” 


The report said Smith was wearing a purple T­shirt and a white undershirt which were “heavily stained with blood 


in several places,” though police observed no additional wounds than the one on Smith’s hand. 


“I asked Smith if he knew who had stabbed him, and he stated he did not,” wrote Johnson. “I asked him for a 


description of his assailant, and Smith stated he could not provide one, and that he never saw a knife.” 


According to Johnson, when searched by police, no weapons were found on Smith’s person. 


“Smith stated that he became involved in an argument with an unknown individual over a girl he was dancing 


with,” the report said. “Smith stated he was punched in the nose by this person.” 


One witness, 18­year­old Cory Atkins, a freshman at Amherst College, was interviewed at the scene. 


“Atkins stated that he witnessed a dark­skinned male wearing a purple and black shirt with a purple or black 


baseball hat involved in a physical altercation with his friend, Cameron,” said Johnson’s report. “Atkins did not 


see a knife used…[he] positively identified Smith as the individual he had witnessed fighting with Cameron.” 


Cameron was transported by the Amherst Fire Department to Baystate Medical Center in Springfield, Mass., 


where he was in fair condition, said police. 


Smith was brought to Cooley Dickinson Hospital in Northampton where he was treated for his hand injury and 


released into police custody afterwards, officials said.  


Prior to his arraignment, Smith was held at the Hampshire County House of Correction in lieu of $25,000 cash 


bail. 


Johnson’s report said the bail was $50,000. 


Court documents provided a statement on why Smith is now being held without bail.  


“Given the serious nature of the offense and the injuries sustained during this knife attack, no condition of bail 


would assure the safety of the victim or the community,” said the document. 


The maximum penalty for Smith’s charge is 10 years in prison. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. 
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757...nice... Great to know we have looser gang bangers on campus.  To have the nerve when peoplecall ou and Marcus out for 
the criminals you are....loosers! 


Mon and Wed : March for Marcus 
Tues and Thur : Justice for Jason 


To preface my comments, I was at the party at the time of the stabbing though I did not directly witness the stabbing. From what 
witnesses have told me, the Amherst student was stabbed while attempting to break up a fight between Smith and another 
student. From what I know of the case, self­defense is going to be extremely difficult for Smith. Frankly, the fact that he snuck a 
weapon (he hid the knife from security that was frisking students at the door) into a party at a school with a decidedly non­
violent 


As a former UMass student I am not sure what bothers me more the two very publicized violent crimes recently or the posts on 
this article. First, Amherst is one of the safest towns in Mass. It has a crime index of 38 opposed to 76 for the state and 100 for 
the avearge place in the country. That being said there is NO reason to be carrying a knife. And you cannot claim self defense 
with a deadly weapon (which a knife that could cause death is) if the person you are defending yourself against did not use 
deadly force. I will not even discuss how absurd the racial comments or how a person looks is, you are suppose to eduacated 
not ignorant. Now, I know what 757 stands for and it just further illustrates ignorance. And to say a person who was stabbed 
several times in the chest and back is not seriously hurt is just plain stupid. I agree that people should wait to pass judgment on 
this as in any case, but that goes to all sides. A person could have been killed, lives could be, and probably will be, destroyed. It 
is about time people on campus start to grow up and act like adults. 
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Ridebuzz and Dean's Beans join forces
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff


Published: Tuesday, February 24, 2009 
Updated: Tuesday, February 24, 2009 


Dozens of students lined up to get the world ’s first taste of a new flavor of coffee as two local companies 


announced their partnership during a marketing class at the University of Massachusetts on Monday 


afternoon.  


In Mahar Auditorium, Ridebuzz.org founder Jeffrey D. Brown and Dean’s Beans founder Dean Cycon 


unveiled the new “Community Supporting Ridebuzz Coffee” before the Isenberg School of Management ’s 


Introduction to Marketing course, taught by professor Doron Goldman.  


Ridebuzz, based out of Amherst , is a non­profit organization that helps residents in the Pioneer  Valley , 


including students at the Five Colleges, carpool  by providing them with a  free ridesharing website, 


ridebuzz.org, where people can connect in a format similar to online social networking.  


Dean’s Beans, of Orange, Mass., is a fair­trade and organic coffee roasting company that supports the 


farmers from whom they get their coffee beans through People­Centered Development projects.  


All profits from the sale of Ridebuzz Coffee will be donated to support its rideshare program.  


Some of the students in Goldman’s class, and all 30 from his Sales and Distribution Strategy class, will 


work with Ridebuzz during the spring semester  to help the carpooling company and give the students 


some real­world experience.  


“Students will be honing their environmentally and socially responsible business skills while working 


with Ridebuzz,” said a statement from Ridebuzz.  


Following the coffee ’s introduction and announcing the two companies joining together, Cycon gave a 


presentation on what Dean’s Beans does to help coffee growers.  


Cycon said he started out as a lawyer because he wanted to use the profession as his way of bringing 


justice to the world, but found that being a lawyer was not for him.  


“I realized nothing in the planet would ever change unless business changed the way it operates,” Cycon 


said.  


The coffee comes in two flavors, dark roasted Nicaraguan, and a medium roasted Colombian.  


Students poured cups of the new coffee and commented on its debut.   


“If I pictured coffee in my head, this is what it would taste like, ” said junior Chris Perruzzi, an accounting 


major.  


“This coffee is exceptional, ” agreed Robert Doane, a junior majoring in finance.  


Others felt the fresh brew was not bad, but not up to par with well­known brands like Dunkin’ Donuts and 


Starbucks.  


“I think it needs to be fine tuned a bit,” said junior management major Ron Aylward.  


Ridebuzz Coffee will be carried by local businesses. River  Valley  Market in Northampton will the first to 


offer it.  


The beverage  can be purchased online at www.ridebuzz.org/coffee.  


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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Profit from a socially repsonsible company feeding all profits to help a non­profit...... has the world taken a turn for the GOOD? 
That's responsible drinking! THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO EMBRACES THIS THINKING. Now get out there and try ridesharing and 
cut your carbon emissions and gas bills in half.  


Great article. It's nice to read about positive news!


As someone that enjoys great coffee, and has even roasted at home as a hobby.....I was surprised by the 
student that prefers Dunkin Donuts and Starbucks. I am sure they drink folgers too.....lol 
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Dozens of students lined up to get the world ’s first taste of a new flavor of coffee as two local companies 


announced their partnership during a marketing class at the University of Massachusetts on Monday 


afternoon.  


In Mahar Auditorium, Ridebuzz.org founder Jeffrey D. Brown and Dean’s Beans founder Dean Cycon 


unveiled the new “Community Supporting Ridebuzz Coffee” before the Isenberg School of Management ’s 


Introduction to Marketing course, taught by professor Doron Goldman.  


Ridebuzz, based out of Amherst , is a non­profit organization that helps residents in the Pioneer  Valley , 


including students at the Five Colleges, carpool  by providing them with a  free ridesharing website, 


ridebuzz.org, where people can connect in a format similar to online social networking.  


Dean’s Beans, of Orange, Mass., is a fair­trade and organic coffee roasting company that supports the 


farmers from whom they get their coffee beans through People­Centered Development projects.  


All profits from the sale of Ridebuzz Coffee will be donated to support its rideshare program.  


Some of the students in Goldman’s class, and all 30 from his Sales and Distribution Strategy class, will 


work with Ridebuzz during the spring semester  to help the carpooling company and give the students 


some real­world experience.  


“Students will be honing their environmentally and socially responsible business skills while working 


with Ridebuzz,” said a statement from Ridebuzz.  


Following the coffee ’s introduction and announcing the two companies joining together, Cycon gave a 


presentation on what Dean’s Beans does to help coffee growers.  


Cycon said he started out as a lawyer because he wanted to use the profession as his way of bringing 


justice to the world, but found that being a lawyer was not for him.  


“I realized nothing in the planet would ever change unless business changed the way it operates,” Cycon 


said.  


The coffee comes in two flavors, dark roasted Nicaraguan, and a medium roasted Colombian.  


Students poured cups of the new coffee and commented on its debut.   


“If I pictured coffee in my head, this is what it would taste like, ” said junior Chris Perruzzi, an accounting 


major.  


“This coffee is exceptional, ” agreed Robert Doane, a junior majoring in finance.  


Others felt the fresh brew was not bad, but not up to par with well­known brands like Dunkin’ Donuts and 


Starbucks.  


“I think it needs to be fine tuned a bit,” said junior management major Ron Aylward.  


Ridebuzz Coffee will be carried by local businesses. River  Valley  Market in Northampton will the first to 


offer it.  


The beverage  can be purchased online at www.ridebuzz.org/coffee.  


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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UMass students protest possible fee increases
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff 


Published: Wednesday, February 25, 2009 
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A coalition of undergraduate and graduate students 


continued a series of protests yesterday speaking out against 


a proposed $1,500 fee increase for students at the 


University  of Massachusetts  next semester.  


The protests are part of an effort to convince the 


University ’s Board of Trustees to hold off on voting on the 


fee increase until funds from the federal stimulus package 


are allocated to higher education.  


The Board of Trustees will vote on the fee increase this 


Friday at UMass­Dartmouth.  


Dozens of members of the UMass Student Action group, composed of members from the Graduate 


Employee Organization (GEO), the Student Government Association (SGA), and the Graduate Student 


Senate (GSS) stood on the steps of Machmer Hall onon   Wednesday at around noon.  


The group held up signs, chanting, giving speeches through megaphones and passing out flyers while, 


hundreds passing through the busy area across from the W.E.B. Du Bois library and near the Student 


Union.  


Boone Shear, a member of the GEO, said the coalition hopes “to get word out and get the University to 


admit that there is money out there is the stimulus package. ” 


“We feel it is a false promise that the University has no choice but to raise fees,” he said.  


Student trustee and senior anthropology major Lindsay McCluskey described the group’s main focus.  


“We want the [Board of] Trustees to postpone the vote until the governor knows how much money he 


can give the University,” she said,.  


Christopher Sweetapple, a graduate student and department steward for the anthropology department 


organized the event and had originally only planned for it to be anthropology faculty and students.  


“It started as a small gathering, then mushroomed into this,” he said.  


Chancellor Robert Holub sent a campus­wide e­mail intended to clarify confusion over the fee increase 


and other budget­related concerns.  


However, the e­mail was not directly in response to yesterday’s protest, according to University 


spokesman Ed Blaguszewski, who said the idea for the e­mail began several days ago.  


The rally was not only intended to make other students aware of the fee increases, but also to rally 


support for events planned for the rest of the week.  


UMass Student Action is teaming up with the Public Higher Education Network of Massachusetts 


(PHENOM) for a “statewide call ­in day” from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. today in the Cape Cod Lounge of the 


Student Union.  


Students will be calling Gov. Patrick to demand stimulus funding be given to the UMass to prevent 


layoffs and fee increases.  


On Friday, the group is offering free bus rides to Dartmouth to protest the board of trustees’ meeting in 


person. Buses will leave at around 5 a.m. from the Haigis Mall, where free coffee and donuts will be 


provided.  


The cost of the trip is being split by the three Registered Student Organizations (RSO) that make up 


UMass Student Action – the GEO, SGA and the GSS, said GEO Vice President Tim Sutton.  


Protesters hope to assemble in the hundreds at Dartmouth with representatives from each of the five 


campuses, including at least 100 from Amherst , said McCluskey.  


Those traveling by bus will meet up with five GSS students who left Amherst  on Monday are walking 107 


miles from Amherst  to Dartmouth, which kicked off this week’s events protesting the fee increase.   


 “UMass Student Action formed on the UMass­Amherst campus this month in response to the proposal 


to hike student fees, general trend of dwindling state and federal support for public higher education, 


and privatization of the University,” said a statement from the coalition.  


The group has been working with students from the other University campuses in hopes of creating a 


statewide coalition.  


For more information on the bus rides to Dartmouth, call the GEO at 413­545­0705 or e ­mail them at 


departmental@geouaw.org, or visit www.umassstudentaction.org.  


Matt Rocheleau can reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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A coalition of undergraduate and graduate students 


continued a series of protests yesterday speaking out against 


a proposed $1,500 fee increase for students at the 


University  of Massachusetts  next semester.  


The protests are part of an effort to convince the 


University ’s Board of Trustees to hold off on voting on the 


fee increase until funds from the federal stimulus package 


are allocated to higher education.  


The Board of Trustees will vote on the fee increase this 


Friday at UMass­Dartmouth.  


Dozens of members of the UMass Student Action group, composed of members from the Graduate 


Employee Organization (GEO), the Student Government Association (SGA), and the Graduate Student 


Senate (GSS) stood on the steps of Machmer Hall onon   Wednesday at around noon.  


The group held up signs, chanting, giving speeches through megaphones and passing out flyers while, 


hundreds passing through the busy area across from the W.E.B. Du Bois library and near the Student 


Union.  


Boone Shear, a member of the GEO, said the coalition hopes “to get word out and get the University to 


admit that there is money out there is the stimulus package. ” 


“We feel it is a false promise that the University has no choice but to raise fees,” he said.  


Student trustee and senior anthropology major Lindsay McCluskey described the group’s main focus.  


“We want the [Board of] Trustees to postpone the vote until the governor knows how much money he 


can give the University,” she said,.  


Christopher Sweetapple, a graduate student and department steward for the anthropology department 


organized the event and had originally only planned for it to be anthropology faculty and students.  


“It started as a small gathering, then mushroomed into this,” he said.  


Chancellor Robert Holub sent a campus­wide e­mail intended to clarify confusion over the fee increase 


and other budget­related concerns.  


However, the e­mail was not directly in response to yesterday’s protest, according to University 


spokesman Ed Blaguszewski, who said the idea for the e­mail began several days ago.  


The rally was not only intended to make other students aware of the fee increases, but also to rally 


support for events planned for the rest of the week.  


UMass Student Action is teaming up with the Public Higher Education Network of Massachusetts 


(PHENOM) for a “statewide call ­in day” from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. today in the Cape Cod Lounge of the 


Student Union.  


Students will be calling Gov. Patrick to demand stimulus funding be given to the UMass to prevent 


layoffs and fee increases.  


On Friday, the group is offering free bus rides to Dartmouth to protest the board of trustees’ meeting in 


person. Buses will leave at around 5 a.m. from the Haigis Mall, where free coffee and donuts will be 


provided.  


The cost of the trip is being split by the three Registered Student Organizations (RSO) that make up 


UMass Student Action – the GEO, SGA and the GSS, said GEO Vice President Tim Sutton.  


Protesters hope to assemble in the hundreds at Dartmouth with representatives from each of the five 


campuses, including at least 100 from Amherst , said McCluskey.  


Those traveling by bus will meet up with five GSS students who left Amherst  on Monday are walking 107 


miles from Amherst  to Dartmouth, which kicked off this week’s events protesting the fee increase.   


 “UMass Student Action formed on the UMass­Amherst campus this month in response to the proposal 


to hike student fees, general trend of dwindling state and federal support for public higher education, 


and privatization of the University,” said a statement from the coalition.  


The group has been working with students from the other University campuses in hopes of creating a 


statewide coalition.  


For more information on the bus rides to Dartmouth, call the GEO at 413­545­0705 or e ­mail them at 


departmental@geouaw.org, or visit www.umassstudentaction.org.  


Matt Rocheleau can reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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Holub attempts to clarify fee increase confusion
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff


Published: Thursday, February 26, 2009 
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In the midst of several, student­run events this week protesting a proposed $1,500 increase to student 


fees next semester, Chancellor Robert Holub sent a campus­wide e­mail Wednesday intended to clarify 


confusion over the fee increase and other budget ­related issues.  


University  of Massachusetts  spokesman Ed Blaguszewski said the e­mail “[had] been in the works for a 


couple of days,” and is not in direct response to the on­going student demonstrations.  


Holub expressed a hopeful, yet sobering message that detailed how the potential fee increases will 


impact students, how the University is taking the federal stimulus package into account and reiterated 


his plans to work with the Budget Planning Task Force as UMass ’ future fiscal issues unfold.  


“There has been speculation and assertions made about the budget plans that, frankly, aren’t accurate,” 


began Holub’s e­mail.  


Outlining how undergraduate students will be affected, Holub said the fee increase will also come with 


about $7 million of additional financial­aid funding, and roughly one­third of the money raised by the 


increased fees will go directly back to students.  


Most graduate students will not see their mandatory fees or tuition rise, he said. About 90 percent will 


not have to pay the proposed $520 per year increase in curriculum fees for full ­time, in­state graduate 


students, or $1,020, for full ­time, out­of­state graduate students.  


“No one likes raising fees, I certainly don’t, but our current fiscal realities, and our commitment to 


maintaining the quality of a UMass Amherst education, make this unavoidable, ” wrote Holub.  


“Opponents of the fee increase aren’t taking into account the fiscal realities,” he continued.  “We’re still 


facing serious budget cuts even with the fee increase, and disastrous cuts if we don ’t see this increase.” 


The University is hoping that stimulus funding can ease budget cuts.  


“We are also very closely monitoring the federal stimulus package, and have worked very hard with our 


federal delegation and now with state officials to ensure that UMass Amherst receives as much support 


from the stimulus plan as possible,” said Holub.  


For now, however, 50 faculty positions, 30 lecturers, and 150 teaching assistants will likely be cut in the 


next fiscal year even with the fee increase, he said.  


“These cuts would come with painful reductions in everything from student life programs to 


maintenance,” said Holub “Without the fee increase, things will be even bleaker. ” 


To those who oppose fee increases, he said, “I understand that view, and join these people in not wanting 


to raise the costs of an education. But where we part company is in what we are willing to do to achieve 


that goal.” 


“I stand with those students, faculty, and staff who have urged me to do all I can to defend and protect 


the quality of the education that we offer, ” he continued.  “I agree with them that doing grave damage to 


our institution in this time of great economic uncertainty is the wrong answer now, and the wrong 


answer for students and for our future.” 


Those in opposition of the fee increase, he said, have offered no  “viable alternative, ” other than 


demanding for state funding – a strategy Holub said is not likely to become a reality with the current 


state of the economy.  


But, he said, “I encourage those of you who love UMass Amherst and value your education to get in 


touch with your state and federal representatives and urge them to support UMass. And I encourage 


you to talk to others on campus that oppose the fee increase, and urge them to take a more reasoned 


approach to the reality we face.” 


Holub said he has continued to work closely with the Budget Planning Task Force and expects the group 


to provide him with further recommendations soon, which will be announced to the campus in addition 


to any decisions made concerning the budget.  


“Personally, I do not want to see a large increase in fees; I agree philosophically that the University is a 


public good and should be better supported by the citizens of the Commonwealth,” said Holub. “But I 


also have to face the reality of our economic crisis, while at the same time trying to preserve the quality 


educational experience that our students want and deserve.” 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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Holub attempts to clarify fee increase confusion
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff


Published: Thursday, February 26, 2009 
Updated: Thursday, February 26, 2009 


In the midst of several, student­run events this week protesting a proposed $1,500 increase to student 


fees next semester, Chancellor Robert Holub sent a campus­wide e­mail Wednesday intended to clarify 


confusion over the fee increase and other budget ­related issues.  


University  of Massachusetts  spokesman Ed Blaguszewski said the e­mail “[had] been in the works for a 


couple of days,” and is not in direct response to the on­going student demonstrations.  


Holub expressed a hopeful, yet sobering message that detailed how the potential fee increases will 


impact students, how the University is taking the federal stimulus package into account and reiterated 


his plans to work with the Budget Planning Task Force as UMass ’ future fiscal issues unfold.  


“There has been speculation and assertions made about the budget plans that, frankly, aren’t accurate,” 


began Holub’s e­mail.  


Outlining how undergraduate students will be affected, Holub said the fee increase will also come with 


about $7 million of additional financial­aid funding, and roughly one­third of the money raised by the 


increased fees will go directly back to students.  


Most graduate students will not see their mandatory fees or tuition rise, he said. About 90 percent will 


not have to pay the proposed $520 per year increase in curriculum fees for full ­time, in­state graduate 


students, or $1,020, for full ­time, out­of­state graduate students.  


“No one likes raising fees, I certainly don’t, but our current fiscal realities, and our commitment to 


maintaining the quality of a UMass Amherst education, make this unavoidable, ” wrote Holub.  


“Opponents of the fee increase aren’t taking into account the fiscal realities,” he continued.  “We’re still 


facing serious budget cuts even with the fee increase, and disastrous cuts if we don ’t see this increase.” 


The University is hoping that stimulus funding can ease budget cuts.  


“We are also very closely monitoring the federal stimulus package, and have worked very hard with our 


federal delegation and now with state officials to ensure that UMass Amherst receives as much support 


from the stimulus plan as possible,” said Holub.  


For now, however, 50 faculty positions, 30 lecturers, and 150 teaching assistants will likely be cut in the 


next fiscal year even with the fee increase, he said.  


“These cuts would come with painful reductions in everything from student life programs to 


maintenance,” said Holub “Without the fee increase, things will be even bleaker. ” 


To those who oppose fee increases, he said, “I understand that view, and join these people in not wanting 


to raise the costs of an education. But where we part company is in what we are willing to do to achieve 


that goal.” 


“I stand with those students, faculty, and staff who have urged me to do all I can to defend and protect 


the quality of the education that we offer, ” he continued.  “I agree with them that doing grave damage to 


our institution in this time of great economic uncertainty is the wrong answer now, and the wrong 


answer for students and for our future.” 


Those in opposition of the fee increase, he said, have offered no  “viable alternative, ” other than 


demanding for state funding – a strategy Holub said is not likely to become a reality with the current 


state of the economy.  


But, he said, “I encourage those of you who love UMass Amherst and value your education to get in 


touch with your state and federal representatives and urge them to support UMass. And I encourage 


you to talk to others on campus that oppose the fee increase, and urge them to take a more reasoned 


approach to the reality we face.” 


Holub said he has continued to work closely with the Budget Planning Task Force and expects the group 


to provide him with further recommendations soon, which will be announced to the campus in addition 


to any decisions made concerning the budget.  


“Personally, I do not want to see a large increase in fees; I agree philosophically that the University is a 


public good and should be better supported by the citizens of the Commonwealth,” said Holub. “But I 


also have to face the reality of our economic crisis, while at the same time trying to preserve the quality 


educational experience that our students want and deserve.” 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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Ferraro to speak on Obama's foreign policy
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff


Published: Tuesday, March 10, 2009 
Updated: Tuesday, March 10, 2009 


Mount Holyoke College professor Vincent Ferraro will tackle the question of whether   President Barack 


Obama’s foreign policies are realistic or idealistic during a lecture Tuesday night in Campus Center room 


165 at 7p.m.  


The Ruth C. Lawson Professor of International Politics at Mount Holyoke, Ferraro will speak about how 


the commander in chief has pursued foreign policy so far in his presidency.  


Ferraro ’s talk will focus on the paradoxes of what some feel is a realist handling of policies in Pakistan, 


Afghanistan, Iraq and Russia by Obama versus the president ’s more idealistic set of policies on Iran, 


China and North Korea.  


“He will pretty much speak on what Obama has done already in terms of foreign policy and what Obama 


will do in the future,” said Ashley Coulombe, a senior journalism major and press director for the UMass 


Democrats, which is hosting the event. “I’m looking forward to seeing him because I ’ve been busy 


watching what ’s going on with the economy and what ’s going on domestically.” 


Ferraro is a specialist in changes in international relations since the end of the Cold War and American 


foreign policy.  


“His expertise is foreign policy, but if the topic [of domestic policy] comes up, I ’m sure he would share 


his thoughts,” said Coulombe.  


In 2007, Ferraro came to UMass to speak with former  National  Security  Advisor  Anthony  Lake, who 


was then serving as chief foreign policy advisor to Obama when he was a senator, and tonight will speak 


shortly about his support for the senator ’s bid for the White House.  


“Everyone that was there just loved him,” said Coulombe recalling Ferraro’s previous visit to UMass. 


“He’s really a great speaker.” 


Ferraro is completing a college textbook covering such topics as imperialism, balance of power, global 


poverty, causes of war, deterrence, terrorism and global environmental problems. The book will 


address changes in international relations since the collapse of the Soviet Union and will use a variety of 


case studies such as the Anti­Ballistic Missile Treaty, Third World debt and the Cuban missile crisis.  


In 1977, Ferraro served as an academic consultant for the United Nations Association of the United 


States. 


He also consulted for the UN’s development program during the late 1980s. More recently, his expertise 


was tapped through the Pew Charitable Trusts faculty fellowship board, on which he served as a member 


from 1989 to 1995.   


In 1980, Ferraro was the recipient of an Andrew W. Mellon Faculty Grant for his research on political 


economy. During the war in the Persian Gulf, Ferraro served as a local expert for the Springfield ABC 


affiliate.  


Ferraro is Mount Holyoke’s lead faculty member on a project funded by the William and Flora Hewlett 


Foundation, which is integrating Internet material into the international relations curriculum.   


Ferraro ’s scholarly work in international relations includes several articles on global poverty, Third 


World development and global debt in such journals as the World Policy Journal, the International 


Journal of Social Economics and the Journal of Interdisciplinary History.  


In 1993 he delivered a paper to the International Studies Association on the political economy of the 


International Monetary Fund.  


He has also written articles on global interdependence and the politics of energy and served as a local 


media resource during the oil embargo.   


Ferraro teaches world politics, American foreign policy and international political economy at Mount 


Holyoke, and world politics at UMass.  


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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Mount Holyoke College professor Vincent Ferraro will tackle the question of whether   President Barack 


Obama’s foreign policies are realistic or idealistic during a lecture Tuesday night in Campus Center room 


165 at 7p.m.  


The Ruth C. Lawson Professor of International Politics at Mount Holyoke, Ferraro will speak about how 


the commander in chief has pursued foreign policy so far in his presidency.  


Ferraro ’s talk will focus on the paradoxes of what some feel is a realist handling of policies in Pakistan, 


Afghanistan, Iraq and Russia by Obama versus the president ’s more idealistic set of policies on Iran, 


China and North Korea.  


“He will pretty much speak on what Obama has done already in terms of foreign policy and what Obama 


will do in the future,” said Ashley Coulombe, a senior journalism major and press director for the UMass 


Democrats, which is hosting the event. “I’m looking forward to seeing him because I ’ve been busy 


watching what ’s going on with the economy and what ’s going on domestically.” 


Ferraro is a specialist in changes in international relations since the end of the Cold War and American 


foreign policy.  


“His expertise is foreign policy, but if the topic [of domestic policy] comes up, I ’m sure he would share 


his thoughts,” said Coulombe.  


In 2007, Ferraro came to UMass to speak with former  National  Security  Advisor  Anthony  Lake, who 


was then serving as chief foreign policy advisor to Obama when he was a senator, and tonight will speak 


shortly about his support for the senator ’s bid for the White House.  


“Everyone that was there just loved him,” said Coulombe recalling Ferraro’s previous visit to UMass. 


“He’s really a great speaker.” 


Ferraro is completing a college textbook covering such topics as imperialism, balance of power, global 


poverty, causes of war, deterrence, terrorism and global environmental problems. The book will 


address changes in international relations since the collapse of the Soviet Union and will use a variety of 


case studies such as the Anti­Ballistic Missile Treaty, Third World debt and the Cuban missile crisis.  


In 1977, Ferraro served as an academic consultant for the United Nations Association of the United 


States. 


He also consulted for the UN’s development program during the late 1980s. More recently, his expertise 


was tapped through the Pew Charitable Trusts faculty fellowship board, on which he served as a member 


from 1989 to 1995.   


In 1980, Ferraro was the recipient of an Andrew W. Mellon Faculty Grant for his research on political 


economy. During the war in the Persian Gulf, Ferraro served as a local expert for the Springfield ABC 


affiliate.  


Ferraro is Mount Holyoke’s lead faculty member on a project funded by the William and Flora Hewlett 


Foundation, which is integrating Internet material into the international relations curriculum.   


Ferraro ’s scholarly work in international relations includes several articles on global poverty, Third 


World development and global debt in such journals as the World Policy Journal, the International 


Journal of Social Economics and the Journal of Interdisciplinary History.  


In 1993 he delivered a paper to the International Studies Association on the political economy of the 


International Monetary Fund.  


He has also written articles on global interdependence and the politics of energy and served as a local 


media resource during the oil embargo.   


Ferraro teaches world politics, American foreign policy and international political economy at Mount 


Holyoke, and world politics at UMass.  


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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Players from the University  of Massachusetts  football team 


were on the offensive yesterday afternoon, as they 


competed to recruit people walking through the Campus 


Center to participate in a bone marrow donor registration 


drive.  


 


Now in its second year, the annual event seeks anyone 


willing to swab their cheek and fill out some paper work – a process which takes several minutes – to be 


entered into the National Marrow Donor Program Registry database of potential matches for bone 


marrow transplants.  


By the time of the drive’s conclusion at 2 p.m., the team had registered 240 people, up from around 150 


a year ago, said football team video coordinator Bill Sisler.  


“People have been fantastic,” said Kevin Morris, who was promoted from offensive coordinator to be the 


team’s head coach in January.  “We’re so thankful to see the UMass community so excited about what 


we’re doing here.” 


Similar drives are being held by the other 11 schools in the football team ’s conference, the Colonial 


Athletic Association (CAA), which holds a competition to see which team can register the most people.  


Morris added extra incentive for his players by dividing them up to see which group could sign up the 


most people. The groups earned points for each registrant, which go towards part of a larger team­wide 


competition for a reward to be determined at the end of spring.  


Last year ’s campaign was held at McGuirk Stadium on May 3, the day of the team’s Spring Game, but the 


registration was mainly limited to players, coaches and their friends and family, Sisler said.  


Sophomore Octavious Hawkins, one of five quarterbacks in the running to be a starter, volunteered to 


demonstrate for students how to use the cotton swab kits.  


Each kit contains four sterilized swabs, which are used to rub against the four corners of the inner cheek 


– a process much simpler than it was two years ago, when registrants had to give a vial of blood. The 


swabs are then sealed and sent away to be tested for possible matches. If a match is found, the person 


tested is contacted through the form they filled out with the testing kit.  


“We are trying to get way more people than any other team so we can help people out,” said Hawkins, a 


communications major.  


He said Morris came up with the idea for the team’s internal competition to boost the players ’ 


motivation.  


“It brought out the competitiveness in all of us,” Hawkins said. “Our new coach is all about helping 


people.” 


Men’s lacrosse coach Greg Cannella, who graduated from the University in 1988, participated in the 


drive.  


“I’m here to support the football team and potentially help anyone, if need be,” he said.  


Standing in the main concourse of the Campus Center, the football team also brought many students 


down the escalators to the basement room where the tests were administered.  


“I was recruited by a large football player,” said senior Chris Mackay, majoring in Middle Eastern 


studies. “I’m trying to see what it ’s all about and if I want to be in the registry. ” 


“I’m all for it,” said Smith Vocational [Northampton] senior Mykayla Parisa.  “I’m just up for something 


different really.” 


On any given day, more than 6,000 people search the NMDP Registry for a donor. These patients have 


leukemia, lymphoma and other life­threatening diseases that can be treated by a bone marrow or cord 


blood transplant.  


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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Players from the University  of Massachusetts  football team 


were on the offensive yesterday afternoon, as they 


competed to recruit people walking through the Campus 


Center to participate in a bone marrow donor registration 


drive.  


 


Now in its second year, the annual event seeks anyone 


willing to swab their cheek and fill out some paper work – a process which takes several minutes – to be 


entered into the National Marrow Donor Program Registry database of potential matches for bone 


marrow transplants.  


By the time of the drive’s conclusion at 2 p.m., the team had registered 240 people, up from around 150 


a year ago, said football team video coordinator Bill Sisler.  


“People have been fantastic,” said Kevin Morris, who was promoted from offensive coordinator to be the 


team’s head coach in January.  “We’re so thankful to see the UMass community so excited about what 


we’re doing here.” 


Similar drives are being held by the other 11 schools in the football team ’s conference, the Colonial 


Athletic Association (CAA), which holds a competition to see which team can register the most people.  


Morris added extra incentive for his players by dividing them up to see which group could sign up the 


most people. The groups earned points for each registrant, which go towards part of a larger team­wide 


competition for a reward to be determined at the end of spring.  


Last year ’s campaign was held at McGuirk Stadium on May 3, the day of the team’s Spring Game, but the 


registration was mainly limited to players, coaches and their friends and family, Sisler said.  


Sophomore Octavious Hawkins, one of five quarterbacks in the running to be a starter, volunteered to 


demonstrate for students how to use the cotton swab kits.  


Each kit contains four sterilized swabs, which are used to rub against the four corners of the inner cheek 


– a process much simpler than it was two years ago, when registrants had to give a vial of blood. The 


swabs are then sealed and sent away to be tested for possible matches. If a match is found, the person 


tested is contacted through the form they filled out with the testing kit.  


“We are trying to get way more people than any other team so we can help people out,” said Hawkins, a 


communications major.  


He said Morris came up with the idea for the team’s internal competition to boost the players ’ 


motivation.  


“It brought out the competitiveness in all of us,” Hawkins said. “Our new coach is all about helping 


people.” 


Men’s lacrosse coach Greg Cannella, who graduated from the University in 1988, participated in the 


drive.  


“I’m here to support the football team and potentially help anyone, if need be,” he said.  


Standing in the main concourse of the Campus Center, the football team also brought many students 


down the escalators to the basement room where the tests were administered.  


“I was recruited by a large football player,” said senior Chris Mackay, majoring in Middle Eastern 


studies. “I’m trying to see what it ’s all about and if I want to be in the registry. ” 


“I’m all for it,” said Smith Vocational [Northampton] senior Mykayla Parisa.  “I’m just up for something 


different really.” 


On any given day, more than 6,000 people search the NMDP Registry for a donor. These patients have 


leukemia, lymphoma and other life­threatening diseases that can be treated by a bone marrow or cord 


blood transplant.  


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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$1,500 fee increase to be rebated
Timothy Wallace and Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff


Published: Tuesday, March 24, 2009 
Updated: Friday, March 27, 2009 


Federal stimulus money given to the state and allocated by 


Gov. Patrick will allow the University  of Massachusetts  


system to rebate a $1,500 student fee increase approved by 


the Board of Trustees last month.  


Patrick announced Tuesday that $82 million will be given to 


the UMass system – around half of the $162 million given to 


all state colleges and universities.  


Instead of a $1,500 increase, the funds will allow the 


University to employ the standard annual increase to cover 


the cost of inflation, according to a statement from the 


governor. That cost of inflation increase projected by 


several news sources to be around $400.  


University spokesman Ed Blaguszewski stated that he was 


aware of the reported $400 figure, but said the exact 


calculations have yet to be determined.  


As part of the governor ’s Massachusetts Recovery Plan, the 


money is aimed at restoring funding to campus budgets, 


averting layoffs and program cuts and mitigating student fee 


hikes, the statement said.  


However, in a campus­wide e­mail about the announcement, 


Chancellor Robert C. Holub was cautious in detailing exactly 


how the money could affect UMass.  


“While this action by the Governor is not final, and the 


ultimate budget for the Commonwealth will not be 


determined until later this summer, we applaud his 


leadership.” 


“It is our sincere hope that the stimulus funding to UMass 


Amherst will mitigate the possibility of layoffs resulting from 


our projected $46 million budget deficit, ” he said. “We also 


want to do all we can to lessen the impact of the fee increase passed recently by the Board of Trustees, 


and hope to rebate as much of this increase as we can based on the stimulus money we receive. This 


announcement was an important step for our institution, and I personally thanked the Governor for his 


support. ” 


“With enrollment at an all time high, it is critical that tomorrow’s leaders have access to the 


opportunities they need today, ” said Patrick.  “Federal recovery funds will help our public colleges and 


universities prepare our students for success after graduation, giving the Commonwealth a highly ­


skilled workforce to compete in a 21st century global economy. ” 


If the higher education recommendations in the Governor ’s fiscal year 2010 budget are approved by the 


legislature, Governor Patrick will use $162 million in federal education recovery funds to restore 


budgets to FY2009 levels at UMass to $81.6 million, community colleges to $40.3 million, state 


colleges to $36.7 million and other forms of support including training grants to $2.8 million.  


Education Secretary Paul Reville pointed to additional federal recovery money dedicated to higher 


education, including increases in Pell Grant and work study funding.  Pell Grant funding will see an 


increase in the maximum grant for students from $4,731 to $5,350, and will help an additional 85,000 


low­income students pay for college.   Additionally, federal recovery funds include $9 million for work 


study programs at the 29 campuses, adding to the $45 million Massachusetts  already receives annually.  


“Governor Patrick is to be commended for taking this critical step toward restoring funding for public 


higher education in Massachusetts ,” said UMass President Jack Wilson. ”The Governor ’s action 


represents an investment in the 63,000 students who attend the University  of Massachusetts  and an 


investment in our state ’s economic future. ” 


Governor Patrick unveiled two other key parts of his Massachusetts Recovery Plan last week.  First, he 


announced he will commit $168 million in federal recovery funds to 166 school districts to help them 


reach so­called foundation spending levels and avoid program cuts and teacher layoffs next school year. 


Second, he pledged $280 million for every school district in the state to support special education 


services, plus an additional $10 million for special education services for pre­school students.  


To date, Governor Patrick has committed a total of $620 million in American Recovery and 


Reinvestment Act funds for K­12 education, special education and higher education programs and 


services.  


Over the next two years, Massachusetts  will receive an estimated $1.88 billion to support early 


education, K­12 education and higher education.  


Timothy Wallace can be reached at timothyw@student.umass.edu.  


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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income is the same or less than it was last year.  


Right, everyone wins. Especially them lower income taxpayers who are worse off while paying their taxes than the people who 
are receiving the education and their tax money. 


Actually I think it means everyone has the chance to "win". This isn't a competition for resources between students and staff; it's 
about providing the best possible resources to prepare our students for the future. We all have to chip in (especially parents 
who in many cases are responsible for the tuition and the taxes that make up the stimulus monies as well as fees).  


www.TheEasyEssay.com is a free program that is being used from Special Services Education to college education, FCAT, 
SAT, ACT test preparation, home schooling, and educational rehabilitation, as well as in business for concise, organized and 
targeted memos, speeches, reports, and recommendations.  
As a former English teacher, I am aware of how hard teachers try to teach students to write essays. We applaud their efforts. 
In an effort to help, we are offering this as a free service so that everyone can take advantage of its simplicity and put their time 
and energy to a greater and better good. 
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Updated: Friday, March 27, 2009 


Federal stimulus money given to the state and allocated by 


Gov. Patrick will allow the University  of Massachusetts  


system to rebate a $1,500 student fee increase approved by 


the Board of Trustees last month.  


Patrick announced Tuesday that $82 million will be given to 


the UMass system – around half of the $162 million given to 


all state colleges and universities.  


Instead of a $1,500 increase, the funds will allow the 


University to employ the standard annual increase to cover 


the cost of inflation, according to a statement from the 


governor. That cost of inflation increase projected by 


several news sources to be around $400.  


University spokesman Ed Blaguszewski stated that he was 


aware of the reported $400 figure, but said the exact 


calculations have yet to be determined.  


As part of the governor ’s Massachusetts Recovery Plan, the 


money is aimed at restoring funding to campus budgets, 


averting layoffs and program cuts and mitigating student fee 


hikes, the statement said.  


However, in a campus­wide e­mail about the announcement, 


Chancellor Robert C. Holub was cautious in detailing exactly 


how the money could affect UMass.  


“While this action by the Governor is not final, and the 


ultimate budget for the Commonwealth will not be 


determined until later this summer, we applaud his 


leadership.” 


“It is our sincere hope that the stimulus funding to UMass 


Amherst will mitigate the possibility of layoffs resulting from 


our projected $46 million budget deficit, ” he said. “We also 


want to do all we can to lessen the impact of the fee increase passed recently by the Board of Trustees, 


and hope to rebate as much of this increase as we can based on the stimulus money we receive. This 


announcement was an important step for our institution, and I personally thanked the Governor for his 


support. ” 


“With enrollment at an all time high, it is critical that tomorrow’s leaders have access to the 


opportunities they need today, ” said Patrick.  “Federal recovery funds will help our public colleges and 


universities prepare our students for success after graduation, giving the Commonwealth a highly ­


skilled workforce to compete in a 21st century global economy. ” 


If the higher education recommendations in the Governor ’s fiscal year 2010 budget are approved by the 


legislature, Governor Patrick will use $162 million in federal education recovery funds to restore 


budgets to FY2009 levels at UMass to $81.6 million, community colleges to $40.3 million, state 


colleges to $36.7 million and other forms of support including training grants to $2.8 million.  


Education Secretary Paul Reville pointed to additional federal recovery money dedicated to higher 


education, including increases in Pell Grant and work study funding.  Pell Grant funding will see an 


increase in the maximum grant for students from $4,731 to $5,350, and will help an additional 85,000 


low­income students pay for college.   Additionally, federal recovery funds include $9 million for work 


study programs at the 29 campuses, adding to the $45 million Massachusetts  already receives annually.  


“Governor Patrick is to be commended for taking this critical step toward restoring funding for public 


higher education in Massachusetts ,” said UMass President Jack Wilson. ”The Governor ’s action 


represents an investment in the 63,000 students who attend the University  of Massachusetts  and an 


investment in our state ’s economic future. ” 


Governor Patrick unveiled two other key parts of his Massachusetts Recovery Plan last week.  First, he 


announced he will commit $168 million in federal recovery funds to 166 school districts to help them 


reach so­called foundation spending levels and avoid program cuts and teacher layoffs next school year. 


Second, he pledged $280 million for every school district in the state to support special education 


services, plus an additional $10 million for special education services for pre­school students.  


To date, Governor Patrick has committed a total of $620 million in American Recovery and 


Reinvestment Act funds for K­12 education, special education and higher education programs and 


services.  


Over the next two years, Massachusetts  will receive an estimated $1.88 billion to support early 


education, K­12 education and higher education.  


Timothy Wallace can be reached at timothyw@student.umass.edu.  


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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5 comments 


So there's still going to be a $400 fee increase. That this is allegedly the same as inflation doesn't matter if, like many people, your 
income is the same or less than it was last year.  


Right, everyone wins. Especially them lower income taxpayers who are worse off while paying their taxes than the people who 
are receiving the education and their tax money. 


Actually I think it means everyone has the chance to "win". This isn't a competition for resources between students and staff; it's 
about providing the best possible resources to prepare our students for the future. We all have to chip in (especially parents 
who in many cases are responsible for the tuition and the taxes that make up the stimulus monies as well as fees).  


www.TheEasyEssay.com is a free program that is being used from Special Services Education to college education, FCAT, 
SAT, ACT test preparation, home schooling, and educational rehabilitation, as well as in business for concise, organized and 
targeted memos, speeches, reports, and recommendations.  
As a former English teacher, I am aware of how hard teachers try to teach students to write essays. We applaud their efforts. 
In an effort to help, we are offering this as a free service so that everyone can take advantage of its simplicity and put their time 
and energy to a greater and better good. 
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$1,500 fee increase to be rebated
Timothy Wallace and Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff


Published: Tuesday, March 24, 2009 
Updated: Friday, March 27, 2009 


Federal stimulus money given to the state and allocated by 


Gov. Patrick will allow the University  of Massachusetts  


system to rebate a $1,500 student fee increase approved by 


the Board of Trustees last month.  


Patrick announced Tuesday that $82 million will be given to 


the UMass system – around half of the $162 million given to 


all state colleges and universities.  


Instead of a $1,500 increase, the funds will allow the 


University to employ the standard annual increase to cover 


the cost of inflation, according to a statement from the 


governor. That cost of inflation increase projected by 


several news sources to be around $400.  


University spokesman Ed Blaguszewski stated that he was 


aware of the reported $400 figure, but said the exact 


calculations have yet to be determined.  


As part of the governor ’s Massachusetts Recovery Plan, the 


money is aimed at restoring funding to campus budgets, 


averting layoffs and program cuts and mitigating student fee 


hikes, the statement said.  


However, in a campus­wide e­mail about the announcement, 


Chancellor Robert C. Holub was cautious in detailing exactly 


how the money could affect UMass.  


“While this action by the Governor is not final, and the 


ultimate budget for the Commonwealth will not be 


determined until later this summer, we applaud his 


leadership.” 


“It is our sincere hope that the stimulus funding to UMass 


Amherst will mitigate the possibility of layoffs resulting from 


our projected $46 million budget deficit, ” he said. “We also 


want to do all we can to lessen the impact of the fee increase passed recently by the Board of Trustees, 


and hope to rebate as much of this increase as we can based on the stimulus money we receive. This 


announcement was an important step for our institution, and I personally thanked the Governor for his 


support. ” 


“With enrollment at an all time high, it is critical that tomorrow’s leaders have access to the 


opportunities they need today, ” said Patrick.  “Federal recovery funds will help our public colleges and 


universities prepare our students for success after graduation, giving the Commonwealth a highly ­


skilled workforce to compete in a 21st century global economy. ” 


If the higher education recommendations in the Governor ’s fiscal year 2010 budget are approved by the 


legislature, Governor Patrick will use $162 million in federal education recovery funds to restore 


budgets to FY2009 levels at UMass to $81.6 million, community colleges to $40.3 million, state 


colleges to $36.7 million and other forms of support including training grants to $2.8 million.  


Education Secretary Paul Reville pointed to additional federal recovery money dedicated to higher 


education, including increases in Pell Grant and work study funding.  Pell Grant funding will see an 


increase in the maximum grant for students from $4,731 to $5,350, and will help an additional 85,000 


low­income students pay for college.   Additionally, federal recovery funds include $9 million for work 


study programs at the 29 campuses, adding to the $45 million Massachusetts  already receives annually.  


“Governor Patrick is to be commended for taking this critical step toward restoring funding for public 


higher education in Massachusetts ,” said UMass President Jack Wilson. ”The Governor ’s action 


represents an investment in the 63,000 students who attend the University  of Massachusetts  and an 


investment in our state ’s economic future. ” 


Governor Patrick unveiled two other key parts of his Massachusetts Recovery Plan last week.  First, he 


announced he will commit $168 million in federal recovery funds to 166 school districts to help them 


reach so­called foundation spending levels and avoid program cuts and teacher layoffs next school year. 


Second, he pledged $280 million for every school district in the state to support special education 


services, plus an additional $10 million for special education services for pre­school students.  


To date, Governor Patrick has committed a total of $620 million in American Recovery and 


Reinvestment Act funds for K­12 education, special education and higher education programs and 


services.  


Over the next two years, Massachusetts  will receive an estimated $1.88 billion to support early 


education, K­12 education and higher education.  


Timothy Wallace can be reached at timothyw@student.umass.edu.  


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  


Comments 


5 comments 


So there's still going to be a $400 fee increase. That this is allegedly the same as inflation doesn't matter if, like many people, your 
income is the same or less than it was last year.  


Right, everyone wins. Especially them lower income taxpayers who are worse off while paying their taxes than the people who 
are receiving the education and their tax money. 


Actually I think it means everyone has the chance to "win". This isn't a competition for resources between students and staff; it's 
about providing the best possible resources to prepare our students for the future. We all have to chip in (especially parents 
who in many cases are responsible for the tuition and the taxes that make up the stimulus monies as well as fees).  


www.TheEasyEssay.com is a free program that is being used from Special Services Education to college education, FCAT, 
SAT, ACT test preparation, home schooling, and educational rehabilitation, as well as in business for concise, organized and 
targeted memos, speeches, reports, and recommendations.  
As a former English teacher, I am aware of how hard teachers try to teach students to write essays. We applaud their efforts. 
In an effort to help, we are offering this as a free service so that everyone can take advantage of its simplicity and put their time 
and energy to a greater and better good. 


Does that mean the students won? Students 1: Administration 0 
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Profile | Heavy decisions weigh on Holub, keep him 
busy
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff


Published: Sunday, March 29, 2009 
Updated: Sunday, March 29, 2009 


Robert C. Holub spent the first five days of spring break in 


Florida. The weather was mostly sunny with temperatures 


reaching the high 70s to low 80s each day. But, as has 


become increasingly common for Holub since coming to the 


University  of Massachusetts  and taking on the duties of 


chancellorship, his focus was anything but recreational.  


In fact, he worked.  


During a week when much of the University had a chance to 


relax midway through the semester, he was attending 


meetings with donors as part of a fundraising trip.  


When Holub accepted the job a year ago this May, the budget crisis – what he now calls his biggest 


challenge – was just unfolding. The economy was souring when he took office on August 1, but as he said, 


some of the most versed experts in the financial world did not anticipate what has become a reality. 


Holub said the current economic slowdown surprised him, too.  


Beyond keeping Holub busy, the budget crisis and a recently outlined, controversial reorganization plan 


has different groups of the UMass community wanting and expecting dissimilar things from the 


chancellor – making it difficult, if not impossible, to please everyone.  


The dilemma of considering so many varying opinions is something every chancellor faces, he said, but 


it becomes more apparent when money is tight.  


“The decisions are the same,” Holub said. “But the consequences are very different. Reductions to 


budgets in times of financial crisis may mean putting some people out of work or eliminating programs 


that are cherished and have been important on the campus.” 


Holub’s decisions affect undergraduate and graduate students, faculty, staff, alumni relations, 


administration and local residents among others.  


Some of those groups overlap and within the groups there are subgroups. The Massachusetts Society of 


Professors (MSP), the Student Government Association (SGA), the Graduate Employee Association 


(GEO), the Graduate Student Senate (GSS), the Faculty Senate, the Professional Staff Union, the Office of 


African, Latino, Asian/Pacific Islander and Native American (ALANA) Affairs and the deans of the 


various colleges are just a few of those subgroups. There are also the recently created Budget Task Force 


and Task Force on Reorganization with ideas of their own which Holub must consider.  


“It is difficult to weigh all options,” said Holub. “Not all merit equal weight, but it is hard to figure which 


should carry more weight. I respect very much groups and individuals that try to reason with me rather 


than simply support their own view or attack me.    


“I believe strongly that we are a community, and that what tears a community apart is the dogmatic 


belief that one perspective is more valuable than another,” he said.  


Holub attests he does not use a different approach when speaking with the different groups, but does 


keep his audience in mind.   


In a recent testimony to the state legislature asking for stimulus money to help cover the University ’s 


deficit, he said his presentation was a bit different than how he has addressed the campus. The testimony 


focused not only on the budget crisis, but also outlined what benefits the University has to offer the 


state.  


So far, Holub feels the campus has been fairly supportive of the decisions he has made. However, he 


acknowledged that opposition exists.  


“It ’s a large University, it ’s a complex University, ” he said. “There are many people who have different 


experiences, who have different ideas. At a place like this you are not going to be 100 percent in 


agreement on anything.” 


Trying to evaluate the University ’s fiscal future is now the focal point of Holub’s schedule.  


“I put in a lot of hours,” he said describing his typical day­to­day routine.  “I think that it has been 


exacerbated maybe by the budget crisis because then I have to have more meetings to deal with the 


budget and the reorganization.” 


Holub’s job sends him to dozens of meetings beyond Amherst , the majority of which are held in the 


Northeast – namely places like Boston, New York  City and Washington, D.C. 


Both on and off campus, Holub said he’s had around 50 meetings on the budget alone since November.   


When he’s not on the road, odds are he’s in his office in the Whitmore Administration Building on the 


flagship campus.  


On a typical day, from around 8 a.m. until around 5 p.m., he ’s engaged in various meetings. After which, 


he usually sits at his computer until around 6:30 p.m. or 7 p.m., reading his mail and replying to e­mails, 


before heading home to Hillside, an on­campus residence reserved for chancellors.  


There he usually has dinner with his wife Sabine, his 86­year ­old mother Marilyn and three young 


daughters Madelaine, Shoshanah and Natalie, ages eight, six and two – respectively.  


After spending some time with his family, but before calling it a night, he checks his e­mail again or 


finishes something else he’d been working on earlier that day, while still trying his best to keep his work 


away from home.   


“Then I go to sleep and it starts again the next day,” he said.  


However, relaxing is sometimes difficult.  


“It keeps me up at night, and actually wakes me up early in the morning sometimes, ” said the 10th 


chancellor to serve the Amherst  campus. “I’ve had a lot on my mind lately with regard to the budget and 


the reorganization and things like that.” 


Weekends tend to be less busy with meetings from time­to­time, and the chancellor frequently attends 


dinners, fine arts or athletic events.  


Trying to stay on top of his schedule has proven difficult, yet as Holub put it:  “That makes it interesting, 


too, that you have so many different things to do in a day. You’ll be dealing with donors in one moment 


and legislators in another and faculty in another and students in another moment and budget issues. ” 


However, when all of the meetings are over and decisions must be made, he said being the person who 


has the final say can be a less than enjoyable part of what he does.  


In October, the Commonwealth ’s legislators reduced UMass’ state aid by $25 million.  


In December, UMass issued 31 “notices of nonreappointment” to part­ and full­time non­tenure­track 


faculty. In February, professors agreed to freeze their salaries. Earlier this month, the University issued 


60 more nonreappointment notices to non­tenure­track professors bringing the total to 91 professors 


this year – around 6 percent of the faculty.  


Student fees were increased by $1,500, though that is expected to be rebated due to $82 million of 


federal stimulus money alllocated to UMass by Gov. Deval Patrick last week to help the University 


recover from a $46 million deficit.  


News also came last week that UMass will eliminate one or more of their sports programs – possibly 


baseball – to help cope with the budget crisis.  


Having to raise fees, cut people ’s budgets, layoff employees, freeze construction projects, cap 


administrative spending or tell others that funding is not available for what they would like to do are just 


some of the examples.  


“On the other hand, it wouldn’t prevent these things from being done,” Holub said. “Someone else would 


have to do them. And, I like to think that I do them with sensitivity and good judgment, and that ’s the 


reason that I ’m here.” 


Prior to working at UMass, Holub taught at the University  of California Berkeley for 27 years, achieving 


the rank of full professor and serving in several administrative posts.  


There, Holub said he also dealt with many “strong­minded” groups who each wanted and expected 


different things from him. That experience has proven helpful for what he faces now at UMass.  


“If we start from the common perspective that the institution or the campus is more important than 


anything relating to the individual or the smaller groups, then once decisions are made, I believe the 


community is more easily reconciled and can move forward more easily,” he said.  


In 2006, he left Berkeley  for Knoxville , Tenn., to serve as the University  of Tennessee ’s chief academic 


officer for two years before becoming provost and vice chancellor for academic affairs.  


Tennessee was in the early stages of a budget crisis when Holub worked there, which has worsened 


since.   He said his focus then was as it is now, “gathering information and trying to reach the best 


decision for the campus.” 


Though, Holub said none of his positions at either university have had as many responsibilities as being 


chancellor of over 25,000 students and more than 210,000 alumni.   


Balancing more than a budget  


As much as he said he enjoys the responsibility and challenges of his job, the one thing he said he 


couldn’t live without is his family.  


But being chancellor can interfere with how often he can be with them.  


“I think if I were a faculty member I ’d be able to spend more time with [my family], although as a faculty 


member I was very busy too,” said Holub. “There’s always going to be that tradeoff and being so busy 


does take me away from them. But I do have time with them in the evening and we eat dinner together, 


and I see them in the morning before I leave, and then on the weekends we do things, and we very often 


go to sporting events together – at least with the two older girls [Madelaine and Shoshanah] – so there ’s 


still time that we spend together. ” 


His eldest daughters’ favorite sporting event is hockey and they have been to several of UMass’ games 


this season.  


“They ask me sometimes what the students [chanting in the stands] are saying and I say:  ‘Well, they’re 


wishing our team good luck and the other team bad luck. ’” 


Other than at some of the football games, Holub’s youngest daughter Natalie usually doesn ’t attend 


because she ’s a little too young, he said.  


“When she gets to be five or six then I ’m sure she’ll come along as well. Of course maybe then the older 


one won’t want to come. She’ll have other things to do. She ’ll want to go out with her friends rather than 


with her father. But, we’ll see what happens,” Holub said.  


Holub’s wife Sabine helps with taking care of the kids as well as doing fundraising for the University and 


work for organizations like the Amherst  Survival  Center. 


The couple met at Ohio State where Sabine, a native of Germany, was a graduate student and Holub was a 


visiting professor, both involved in German studies.  


They dated for about a year before getting married in November 1998.  


Holub, a New Jersey  native who described his childhood as “fairly normal,” originally planned to 


become a doctor, but changed his mind during his senior year of college after working for a 


pharmaceutical firm in Philadelphia. He still received his bachelors in natural science from the 


University  of Pennsylvania , but also earned a masters in comparative literature and later a masters and 


doctorate in German from the University of Wisconsin­Madison.  


Holub’s interest lies in 19th and 20th­century German intellectual, cultural, and literary history. Not 


counting a book still several years in progress, Holub has written 12 books and more than 100 articles 


and essays on topics ranging from early 19th century German realism to postwar examination of the 


Holocaust.  


The chancellor said such scholarly works are one of the things he is most proud of.  


“But, I hope, if you’d ask me the question 10 years from now, I ’d be able to point to some things that I ’ve 


done in administration,” he said.  


Communicating on the job  


Holub said one of the most important things he has learned in his career has been to communicate with 


others.  


“You need to talk to them,” he said. “There has to be some endeavor to understand where other people 


are coming from, what their history is, what the history of the institution has been, what their 


experiences have been. I think you develop that gradually as you go through various administrative 


positions.” 


At UMass, one of the first things the chancellor said he did to establish communication was to arrange 


appointments with all of the deans, to visit their colleges, talk to the staff and see the facilities in person.  


Holub said he’s currently setting up a staff council so he can meet with representatives of the staff on a 


more regular basis.  


“I can’t claim that I have a perfect understanding of the campus. Certainly I ’ve only been here since 


August,” Holub said. “But I’m trying to learn about the campus more and more, and I have to count on 


that dialogue with other people to have that understanding.” 


In fact, one thing Holub said he regrets is not meeting with members of the campus as often as he 


would’ve liked. The reason, again, has been his busy schedule do to the University’s budget woes.  


“I’m under no illusions about the central administration,” said Holub. “I don’t think we’ve done as well 


as we should do with regard to the support of faculty and I hope that I can improve that. That ’s my goal.” 


“I think that I regret in this first year that I wasn’t able to schedule more meetings with faculty to get to 


know faculty better and to get to know students better, ” he continued.  “But, that was forced on me by 


the various budget problems that we ’ve had.” 


Interacting with students in the classroom is something Holub said he misses since leaving his role as a 


faculty member at Berkeley. So, next semester he will be one of the professors teaching a class of around 


20 incoming freshman in a new course called first­year seminar.   


“It ’s difficult for me to arrange a regular course because my schedule is so demanding. It isn ’t difficult 


for me to find three hours a week, but it ’s difficult for me to find the same three hours week after week,” 


said Holub. “But, a first­year seminar that meets once a week, I think I can probably keep the time open 


most of the weeks to be able to meet with them. And, I look forward to sitting in a class with students 


again.” 


He said he is also considering meeting with students outside the classroom on a more informal basis. He 


mentioned the idea of going to the dinning commons with his family to have dinner.  


“[Students] were important to me as a faculty member, but I guess even more important to me now as a 


chancellor, ” he said.  


Holub has also kept communication­focused through a website made to address the budget crisis, 


creating a Budget Task Force and Task Force on Reorganization to give him feedback and keeping the 


community up­to­date on his decisions through campus­wide e­mails.  


In one of his latest e­mails sent out on March 12, the chancellor announced his decision to reorganize 


the University ’s colleges for the fall semester in an effort to cut costs.  


Holub said he had briefed the deans from each of the colleges the day prior to sending out the e­mail.  


“I think in general they were in favor of it,” he said, “Some deans felt less comfortable with it than others. 


But there were some difficult decisions to make, and we’re going to try to make everyone comfortable 


with the reorganization and the direction we’re moving in.” 


With eight months of chancellorship now under his belt the he said is enjoying the job overall.  


“I think that there’s enough that ’s enjoyable in the position, there ’s enough that ’s challenging that keeps 


me intellectually stimulated that I enjoy doing what I ’m doing,” he said. “I think this is my last job. I 


mean that ’s the way I ’d like to think about it. But, I don’t know. You can never tell what ’s going to 


happen. But, I didn’t enter into this job as a step to another job.” 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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Profile | Heavy decisions weigh on Holub, keep him 
busy
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff


Published: Sunday, March 29, 2009 
Updated: Sunday, March 29, 2009 


Robert C. Holub spent the first five days of spring break in 


Florida. The weather was mostly sunny with temperatures 


reaching the high 70s to low 80s each day. But, as has 


become increasingly common for Holub since coming to the 


University  of Massachusetts  and taking on the duties of 


chancellorship, his focus was anything but recreational.  


In fact, he worked.  


During a week when much of the University had a chance to 


relax midway through the semester, he was attending 


meetings with donors as part of a fundraising trip.  


When Holub accepted the job a year ago this May, the budget crisis – what he now calls his biggest 


challenge – was just unfolding. The economy was souring when he took office on August 1, but as he said, 


some of the most versed experts in the financial world did not anticipate what has become a reality. 


Holub said the current economic slowdown surprised him, too.  


Beyond keeping Holub busy, the budget crisis and a recently outlined, controversial reorganization plan 


has different groups of the UMass community wanting and expecting dissimilar things from the 


chancellor – making it difficult, if not impossible, to please everyone.  


The dilemma of considering so many varying opinions is something every chancellor faces, he said, but 


it becomes more apparent when money is tight.  


“The decisions are the same,” Holub said. “But the consequences are very different. Reductions to 


budgets in times of financial crisis may mean putting some people out of work or eliminating programs 


that are cherished and have been important on the campus.” 


Holub’s decisions affect undergraduate and graduate students, faculty, staff, alumni relations, 


administration and local residents among others.  


Some of those groups overlap and within the groups there are subgroups. The Massachusetts Society of 


Professors (MSP), the Student Government Association (SGA), the Graduate Employee Association 


(GEO), the Graduate Student Senate (GSS), the Faculty Senate, the Professional Staff Union, the Office of 


African, Latino, Asian/Pacific Islander and Native American (ALANA) Affairs and the deans of the 


various colleges are just a few of those subgroups. There are also the recently created Budget Task Force 


and Task Force on Reorganization with ideas of their own which Holub must consider.  


“It is difficult to weigh all options,” said Holub. “Not all merit equal weight, but it is hard to figure which 


should carry more weight. I respect very much groups and individuals that try to reason with me rather 


than simply support their own view or attack me.    


“I believe strongly that we are a community, and that what tears a community apart is the dogmatic 


belief that one perspective is more valuable than another,” he said.  


Holub attests he does not use a different approach when speaking with the different groups, but does 


keep his audience in mind.   


In a recent testimony to the state legislature asking for stimulus money to help cover the University ’s 


deficit, he said his presentation was a bit different than how he has addressed the campus. The testimony 


focused not only on the budget crisis, but also outlined what benefits the University has to offer the 


state.  


So far, Holub feels the campus has been fairly supportive of the decisions he has made. However, he 


acknowledged that opposition exists.  


“It ’s a large University, it ’s a complex University, ” he said. “There are many people who have different 


experiences, who have different ideas. At a place like this you are not going to be 100 percent in 


agreement on anything.” 


Trying to evaluate the University ’s fiscal future is now the focal point of Holub’s schedule.  


“I put in a lot of hours,” he said describing his typical day­to­day routine.  “I think that it has been 


exacerbated maybe by the budget crisis because then I have to have more meetings to deal with the 


budget and the reorganization.” 


Holub’s job sends him to dozens of meetings beyond Amherst , the majority of which are held in the 


Northeast – namely places like Boston, New York  City and Washington, D.C. 


Both on and off campus, Holub said he’s had around 50 meetings on the budget alone since November.   


When he’s not on the road, odds are he’s in his office in the Whitmore Administration Building on the 


flagship campus.  


On a typical day, from around 8 a.m. until around 5 p.m., he ’s engaged in various meetings. After which, 


he usually sits at his computer until around 6:30 p.m. or 7 p.m., reading his mail and replying to e­mails, 


before heading home to Hillside, an on­campus residence reserved for chancellors.  


There he usually has dinner with his wife Sabine, his 86­year ­old mother Marilyn and three young 


daughters Madelaine, Shoshanah and Natalie, ages eight, six and two – respectively.  


After spending some time with his family, but before calling it a night, he checks his e­mail again or 


finishes something else he’d been working on earlier that day, while still trying his best to keep his work 


away from home.   


“Then I go to sleep and it starts again the next day,” he said.  


However, relaxing is sometimes difficult.  


“It keeps me up at night, and actually wakes me up early in the morning sometimes, ” said the 10th 


chancellor to serve the Amherst  campus. “I’ve had a lot on my mind lately with regard to the budget and 


the reorganization and things like that.” 


Weekends tend to be less busy with meetings from time­to­time, and the chancellor frequently attends 


dinners, fine arts or athletic events.  


Trying to stay on top of his schedule has proven difficult, yet as Holub put it:  “That makes it interesting, 


too, that you have so many different things to do in a day. You’ll be dealing with donors in one moment 


and legislators in another and faculty in another and students in another moment and budget issues. ” 


However, when all of the meetings are over and decisions must be made, he said being the person who 


has the final say can be a less than enjoyable part of what he does.  


In October, the Commonwealth ’s legislators reduced UMass’ state aid by $25 million.  


In December, UMass issued 31 “notices of nonreappointment” to part­ and full­time non­tenure­track 


faculty. In February, professors agreed to freeze their salaries. Earlier this month, the University issued 


60 more nonreappointment notices to non­tenure­track professors bringing the total to 91 professors 


this year – around 6 percent of the faculty.  


Student fees were increased by $1,500, though that is expected to be rebated due to $82 million of 


federal stimulus money alllocated to UMass by Gov. Deval Patrick last week to help the University 


recover from a $46 million deficit.  


News also came last week that UMass will eliminate one or more of their sports programs – possibly 


baseball – to help cope with the budget crisis.  


Having to raise fees, cut people ’s budgets, layoff employees, freeze construction projects, cap 


administrative spending or tell others that funding is not available for what they would like to do are just 


some of the examples.  


“On the other hand, it wouldn’t prevent these things from being done,” Holub said. “Someone else would 


have to do them. And, I like to think that I do them with sensitivity and good judgment, and that ’s the 


reason that I ’m here.” 


Prior to working at UMass, Holub taught at the University  of California Berkeley for 27 years, achieving 


the rank of full professor and serving in several administrative posts.  


There, Holub said he also dealt with many “strong­minded” groups who each wanted and expected 


different things from him. That experience has proven helpful for what he faces now at UMass.  


“If we start from the common perspective that the institution or the campus is more important than 


anything relating to the individual or the smaller groups, then once decisions are made, I believe the 


community is more easily reconciled and can move forward more easily,” he said.  


In 2006, he left Berkeley  for Knoxville , Tenn., to serve as the University  of Tennessee ’s chief academic 


officer for two years before becoming provost and vice chancellor for academic affairs.  


Tennessee was in the early stages of a budget crisis when Holub worked there, which has worsened 


since.   He said his focus then was as it is now, “gathering information and trying to reach the best 


decision for the campus.” 


Though, Holub said none of his positions at either university have had as many responsibilities as being 


chancellor of over 25,000 students and more than 210,000 alumni.   


Balancing more than a budget  


As much as he said he enjoys the responsibility and challenges of his job, the one thing he said he 


couldn’t live without is his family.  


But being chancellor can interfere with how often he can be with them.  


“I think if I were a faculty member I ’d be able to spend more time with [my family], although as a faculty 


member I was very busy too,” said Holub. “There’s always going to be that tradeoff and being so busy 


does take me away from them. But I do have time with them in the evening and we eat dinner together, 


and I see them in the morning before I leave, and then on the weekends we do things, and we very often 


go to sporting events together – at least with the two older girls [Madelaine and Shoshanah] – so there ’s 


still time that we spend together. ” 


His eldest daughters’ favorite sporting event is hockey and they have been to several of UMass’ games 


this season.  


“They ask me sometimes what the students [chanting in the stands] are saying and I say:  ‘Well, they’re 


wishing our team good luck and the other team bad luck. ’” 


Other than at some of the football games, Holub’s youngest daughter Natalie usually doesn ’t attend 


because she ’s a little too young, he said.  


“When she gets to be five or six then I ’m sure she’ll come along as well. Of course maybe then the older 


one won’t want to come. She’ll have other things to do. She ’ll want to go out with her friends rather than 


with her father. But, we’ll see what happens,” Holub said.  


Holub’s wife Sabine helps with taking care of the kids as well as doing fundraising for the University and 


work for organizations like the Amherst  Survival  Center. 


The couple met at Ohio State where Sabine, a native of Germany, was a graduate student and Holub was a 


visiting professor, both involved in German studies.  


They dated for about a year before getting married in November 1998.  


Holub, a New Jersey  native who described his childhood as “fairly normal,” originally planned to 


become a doctor, but changed his mind during his senior year of college after working for a 


pharmaceutical firm in Philadelphia. He still received his bachelors in natural science from the 


University  of Pennsylvania , but also earned a masters in comparative literature and later a masters and 


doctorate in German from the University of Wisconsin­Madison.  


Holub’s interest lies in 19th and 20th­century German intellectual, cultural, and literary history. Not 


counting a book still several years in progress, Holub has written 12 books and more than 100 articles 


and essays on topics ranging from early 19th century German realism to postwar examination of the 


Holocaust.  


The chancellor said such scholarly works are one of the things he is most proud of.  


“But, I hope, if you’d ask me the question 10 years from now, I ’d be able to point to some things that I ’ve 


done in administration,” he said.  


Communicating on the job  


Holub said one of the most important things he has learned in his career has been to communicate with 


others.  


“You need to talk to them,” he said. “There has to be some endeavor to understand where other people 


are coming from, what their history is, what the history of the institution has been, what their 


experiences have been. I think you develop that gradually as you go through various administrative 


positions.” 


At UMass, one of the first things the chancellor said he did to establish communication was to arrange 


appointments with all of the deans, to visit their colleges, talk to the staff and see the facilities in person.  


Holub said he’s currently setting up a staff council so he can meet with representatives of the staff on a 


more regular basis.  


“I can’t claim that I have a perfect understanding of the campus. Certainly I ’ve only been here since 


August,” Holub said. “But I’m trying to learn about the campus more and more, and I have to count on 


that dialogue with other people to have that understanding.” 


In fact, one thing Holub said he regrets is not meeting with members of the campus as often as he 


would’ve liked. The reason, again, has been his busy schedule do to the University’s budget woes.  


“I’m under no illusions about the central administration,” said Holub. “I don’t think we’ve done as well 


as we should do with regard to the support of faculty and I hope that I can improve that. That ’s my goal.” 


“I think that I regret in this first year that I wasn’t able to schedule more meetings with faculty to get to 


know faculty better and to get to know students better, ” he continued.  “But, that was forced on me by 


the various budget problems that we ’ve had.” 


Interacting with students in the classroom is something Holub said he misses since leaving his role as a 


faculty member at Berkeley. So, next semester he will be one of the professors teaching a class of around 


20 incoming freshman in a new course called first­year seminar.   


“It ’s difficult for me to arrange a regular course because my schedule is so demanding. It isn ’t difficult 


for me to find three hours a week, but it ’s difficult for me to find the same three hours week after week,” 


said Holub. “But, a first­year seminar that meets once a week, I think I can probably keep the time open 


most of the weeks to be able to meet with them. And, I look forward to sitting in a class with students 


again.” 


He said he is also considering meeting with students outside the classroom on a more informal basis. He 


mentioned the idea of going to the dinning commons with his family to have dinner.  


“[Students] were important to me as a faculty member, but I guess even more important to me now as a 


chancellor, ” he said.  


Holub has also kept communication­focused through a website made to address the budget crisis, 


creating a Budget Task Force and Task Force on Reorganization to give him feedback and keeping the 


community up­to­date on his decisions through campus­wide e­mails.  


In one of his latest e­mails sent out on March 12, the chancellor announced his decision to reorganize 


the University ’s colleges for the fall semester in an effort to cut costs.  


Holub said he had briefed the deans from each of the colleges the day prior to sending out the e­mail.  


“I think in general they were in favor of it,” he said, “Some deans felt less comfortable with it than others. 


But there were some difficult decisions to make, and we’re going to try to make everyone comfortable 


with the reorganization and the direction we’re moving in.” 


With eight months of chancellorship now under his belt the he said is enjoying the job overall.  


“I think that there’s enough that ’s enjoyable in the position, there ’s enough that ’s challenging that keeps 


me intellectually stimulated that I enjoy doing what I ’m doing,” he said. “I think this is my last job. I 


mean that ’s the way I ’d like to think about it. But, I don’t know. You can never tell what ’s going to 


happen. But, I didn’t enter into this job as a step to another job.” 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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Robert C. Holub spent the first five days of spring break in 


Florida. The weather was mostly sunny with temperatures 


reaching the high 70s to low 80s each day. But, as has 


become increasingly common for Holub since coming to the 


University  of Massachusetts  and taking on the duties of 


chancellorship, his focus was anything but recreational.  


In fact, he worked.  


During a week when much of the University had a chance to 


relax midway through the semester, he was attending 


meetings with donors as part of a fundraising trip.  


When Holub accepted the job a year ago this May, the budget crisis – what he now calls his biggest 


challenge – was just unfolding. The economy was souring when he took office on August 1, but as he said, 


some of the most versed experts in the financial world did not anticipate what has become a reality. 


Holub said the current economic slowdown surprised him, too.  


Beyond keeping Holub busy, the budget crisis and a recently outlined, controversial reorganization plan 


has different groups of the UMass community wanting and expecting dissimilar things from the 


chancellor – making it difficult, if not impossible, to please everyone.  


The dilemma of considering so many varying opinions is something every chancellor faces, he said, but 


it becomes more apparent when money is tight.  


“The decisions are the same,” Holub said. “But the consequences are very different. Reductions to 


budgets in times of financial crisis may mean putting some people out of work or eliminating programs 


that are cherished and have been important on the campus.” 


Holub’s decisions affect undergraduate and graduate students, faculty, staff, alumni relations, 


administration and local residents among others.  


Some of those groups overlap and within the groups there are subgroups. The Massachusetts Society of 


Professors (MSP), the Student Government Association (SGA), the Graduate Employee Association 


(GEO), the Graduate Student Senate (GSS), the Faculty Senate, the Professional Staff Union, the Office of 


African, Latino, Asian/Pacific Islander and Native American (ALANA) Affairs and the deans of the 


various colleges are just a few of those subgroups. There are also the recently created Budget Task Force 


and Task Force on Reorganization with ideas of their own which Holub must consider.  


“It is difficult to weigh all options,” said Holub. “Not all merit equal weight, but it is hard to figure which 


should carry more weight. I respect very much groups and individuals that try to reason with me rather 


than simply support their own view or attack me.    


“I believe strongly that we are a community, and that what tears a community apart is the dogmatic 


belief that one perspective is more valuable than another,” he said.  


Holub attests he does not use a different approach when speaking with the different groups, but does 


keep his audience in mind.   


In a recent testimony to the state legislature asking for stimulus money to help cover the University ’s 


deficit, he said his presentation was a bit different than how he has addressed the campus. The testimony 


focused not only on the budget crisis, but also outlined what benefits the University has to offer the 


state.  


So far, Holub feels the campus has been fairly supportive of the decisions he has made. However, he 


acknowledged that opposition exists.  


“It ’s a large University, it ’s a complex University, ” he said. “There are many people who have different 


experiences, who have different ideas. At a place like this you are not going to be 100 percent in 


agreement on anything.” 


Trying to evaluate the University ’s fiscal future is now the focal point of Holub’s schedule.  


“I put in a lot of hours,” he said describing his typical day­to­day routine.  “I think that it has been 


exacerbated maybe by the budget crisis because then I have to have more meetings to deal with the 


budget and the reorganization.” 


Holub’s job sends him to dozens of meetings beyond Amherst , the majority of which are held in the 


Northeast – namely places like Boston, New York  City and Washington, D.C. 


Both on and off campus, Holub said he’s had around 50 meetings on the budget alone since November.   


When he’s not on the road, odds are he’s in his office in the Whitmore Administration Building on the 


flagship campus.  


On a typical day, from around 8 a.m. until around 5 p.m., he ’s engaged in various meetings. After which, 


he usually sits at his computer until around 6:30 p.m. or 7 p.m., reading his mail and replying to e­mails, 


before heading home to Hillside, an on­campus residence reserved for chancellors.  


There he usually has dinner with his wife Sabine, his 86­year ­old mother Marilyn and three young 


daughters Madelaine, Shoshanah and Natalie, ages eight, six and two – respectively.  


After spending some time with his family, but before calling it a night, he checks his e­mail again or 


finishes something else he’d been working on earlier that day, while still trying his best to keep his work 


away from home.   


“Then I go to sleep and it starts again the next day,” he said.  


However, relaxing is sometimes difficult.  


“It keeps me up at night, and actually wakes me up early in the morning sometimes, ” said the 10th 


chancellor to serve the Amherst  campus. “I’ve had a lot on my mind lately with regard to the budget and 


the reorganization and things like that.” 


Weekends tend to be less busy with meetings from time­to­time, and the chancellor frequently attends 


dinners, fine arts or athletic events.  


Trying to stay on top of his schedule has proven difficult, yet as Holub put it:  “That makes it interesting, 


too, that you have so many different things to do in a day. You’ll be dealing with donors in one moment 


and legislators in another and faculty in another and students in another moment and budget issues. ” 


However, when all of the meetings are over and decisions must be made, he said being the person who 


has the final say can be a less than enjoyable part of what he does.  


In October, the Commonwealth ’s legislators reduced UMass’ state aid by $25 million.  


In December, UMass issued 31 “notices of nonreappointment” to part­ and full­time non­tenure­track 


faculty. In February, professors agreed to freeze their salaries. Earlier this month, the University issued 


60 more nonreappointment notices to non­tenure­track professors bringing the total to 91 professors 


this year – around 6 percent of the faculty.  


Student fees were increased by $1,500, though that is expected to be rebated due to $82 million of 


federal stimulus money alllocated to UMass by Gov. Deval Patrick last week to help the University 


recover from a $46 million deficit.  


News also came last week that UMass will eliminate one or more of their sports programs – possibly 


baseball – to help cope with the budget crisis.  


Having to raise fees, cut people ’s budgets, layoff employees, freeze construction projects, cap 


administrative spending or tell others that funding is not available for what they would like to do are just 


some of the examples.  


“On the other hand, it wouldn’t prevent these things from being done,” Holub said. “Someone else would 


have to do them. And, I like to think that I do them with sensitivity and good judgment, and that ’s the 


reason that I ’m here.” 


Prior to working at UMass, Holub taught at the University  of California Berkeley for 27 years, achieving 


the rank of full professor and serving in several administrative posts.  


There, Holub said he also dealt with many “strong­minded” groups who each wanted and expected 


different things from him. That experience has proven helpful for what he faces now at UMass.  


“If we start from the common perspective that the institution or the campus is more important than 


anything relating to the individual or the smaller groups, then once decisions are made, I believe the 


community is more easily reconciled and can move forward more easily,” he said.  


In 2006, he left Berkeley  for Knoxville , Tenn., to serve as the University  of Tennessee ’s chief academic 


officer for two years before becoming provost and vice chancellor for academic affairs.  


Tennessee was in the early stages of a budget crisis when Holub worked there, which has worsened 


since.   He said his focus then was as it is now, “gathering information and trying to reach the best 


decision for the campus.” 


Though, Holub said none of his positions at either university have had as many responsibilities as being 


chancellor of over 25,000 students and more than 210,000 alumni.   


Balancing more than a budget  


As much as he said he enjoys the responsibility and challenges of his job, the one thing he said he 


couldn’t live without is his family.  


But being chancellor can interfere with how often he can be with them.  


“I think if I were a faculty member I ’d be able to spend more time with [my family], although as a faculty 


member I was very busy too,” said Holub. “There’s always going to be that tradeoff and being so busy 


does take me away from them. But I do have time with them in the evening and we eat dinner together, 


and I see them in the morning before I leave, and then on the weekends we do things, and we very often 


go to sporting events together – at least with the two older girls [Madelaine and Shoshanah] – so there ’s 


still time that we spend together. ” 


His eldest daughters’ favorite sporting event is hockey and they have been to several of UMass’ games 


this season.  


“They ask me sometimes what the students [chanting in the stands] are saying and I say:  ‘Well, they’re 


wishing our team good luck and the other team bad luck. ’” 


Other than at some of the football games, Holub’s youngest daughter Natalie usually doesn ’t attend 


because she ’s a little too young, he said.  


“When she gets to be five or six then I ’m sure she’ll come along as well. Of course maybe then the older 


one won’t want to come. She’ll have other things to do. She ’ll want to go out with her friends rather than 


with her father. But, we’ll see what happens,” Holub said.  


Holub’s wife Sabine helps with taking care of the kids as well as doing fundraising for the University and 


work for organizations like the Amherst  Survival  Center. 


The couple met at Ohio State where Sabine, a native of Germany, was a graduate student and Holub was a 


visiting professor, both involved in German studies.  


They dated for about a year before getting married in November 1998.  


Holub, a New Jersey  native who described his childhood as “fairly normal,” originally planned to 


become a doctor, but changed his mind during his senior year of college after working for a 


pharmaceutical firm in Philadelphia. He still received his bachelors in natural science from the 


University  of Pennsylvania , but also earned a masters in comparative literature and later a masters and 


doctorate in German from the University of Wisconsin­Madison.  


Holub’s interest lies in 19th and 20th­century German intellectual, cultural, and literary history. Not 


counting a book still several years in progress, Holub has written 12 books and more than 100 articles 


and essays on topics ranging from early 19th century German realism to postwar examination of the 


Holocaust.  


The chancellor said such scholarly works are one of the things he is most proud of.  


“But, I hope, if you’d ask me the question 10 years from now, I ’d be able to point to some things that I ’ve 


done in administration,” he said.  


Communicating on the job  


Holub said one of the most important things he has learned in his career has been to communicate with 


others.  


“You need to talk to them,” he said. “There has to be some endeavor to understand where other people 


are coming from, what their history is, what the history of the institution has been, what their 


experiences have been. I think you develop that gradually as you go through various administrative 


positions.” 


At UMass, one of the first things the chancellor said he did to establish communication was to arrange 


appointments with all of the deans, to visit their colleges, talk to the staff and see the facilities in person.  


Holub said he’s currently setting up a staff council so he can meet with representatives of the staff on a 


more regular basis.  


“I can’t claim that I have a perfect understanding of the campus. Certainly I ’ve only been here since 


August,” Holub said. “But I’m trying to learn about the campus more and more, and I have to count on 


that dialogue with other people to have that understanding.” 


In fact, one thing Holub said he regrets is not meeting with members of the campus as often as he 


would’ve liked. The reason, again, has been his busy schedule do to the University’s budget woes.  


“I’m under no illusions about the central administration,” said Holub. “I don’t think we’ve done as well 


as we should do with regard to the support of faculty and I hope that I can improve that. That ’s my goal.” 


“I think that I regret in this first year that I wasn’t able to schedule more meetings with faculty to get to 


know faculty better and to get to know students better, ” he continued.  “But, that was forced on me by 


the various budget problems that we ’ve had.” 


Interacting with students in the classroom is something Holub said he misses since leaving his role as a 


faculty member at Berkeley. So, next semester he will be one of the professors teaching a class of around 


20 incoming freshman in a new course called first­year seminar.   


“It ’s difficult for me to arrange a regular course because my schedule is so demanding. It isn ’t difficult 


for me to find three hours a week, but it ’s difficult for me to find the same three hours week after week,” 


said Holub. “But, a first­year seminar that meets once a week, I think I can probably keep the time open 


most of the weeks to be able to meet with them. And, I look forward to sitting in a class with students 


again.” 


He said he is also considering meeting with students outside the classroom on a more informal basis. He 


mentioned the idea of going to the dinning commons with his family to have dinner.  


“[Students] were important to me as a faculty member, but I guess even more important to me now as a 


chancellor, ” he said.  


Holub has also kept communication­focused through a website made to address the budget crisis, 


creating a Budget Task Force and Task Force on Reorganization to give him feedback and keeping the 


community up­to­date on his decisions through campus­wide e­mails.  


In one of his latest e­mails sent out on March 12, the chancellor announced his decision to reorganize 


the University ’s colleges for the fall semester in an effort to cut costs.  


Holub said he had briefed the deans from each of the colleges the day prior to sending out the e­mail.  


“I think in general they were in favor of it,” he said, “Some deans felt less comfortable with it than others. 


But there were some difficult decisions to make, and we’re going to try to make everyone comfortable 


with the reorganization and the direction we’re moving in.” 


With eight months of chancellorship now under his belt the he said is enjoying the job overall.  


“I think that there’s enough that ’s enjoyable in the position, there ’s enough that ’s challenging that keeps 


me intellectually stimulated that I enjoy doing what I ’m doing,” he said. “I think this is my last job. I 


mean that ’s the way I ’d like to think about it. But, I don’t know. You can never tell what ’s going to 


happen. But, I didn’t enter into this job as a step to another job.” 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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Robert C. Holub spent the first five days of spring break in 


Florida. The weather was mostly sunny with temperatures 


reaching the high 70s to low 80s each day. But, as has 


become increasingly common for Holub since coming to the 


University  of Massachusetts  and taking on the duties of 


chancellorship, his focus was anything but recreational.  


In fact, he worked.  


During a week when much of the University had a chance to 


relax midway through the semester, he was attending 


meetings with donors as part of a fundraising trip.  


When Holub accepted the job a year ago this May, the budget crisis – what he now calls his biggest 


challenge – was just unfolding. The economy was souring when he took office on August 1, but as he said, 


some of the most versed experts in the financial world did not anticipate what has become a reality. 


Holub said the current economic slowdown surprised him, too.  


Beyond keeping Holub busy, the budget crisis and a recently outlined, controversial reorganization plan 


has different groups of the UMass community wanting and expecting dissimilar things from the 


chancellor – making it difficult, if not impossible, to please everyone.  


The dilemma of considering so many varying opinions is something every chancellor faces, he said, but 


it becomes more apparent when money is tight.  


“The decisions are the same,” Holub said. “But the consequences are very different. Reductions to 


budgets in times of financial crisis may mean putting some people out of work or eliminating programs 


that are cherished and have been important on the campus.” 


Holub’s decisions affect undergraduate and graduate students, faculty, staff, alumni relations, 


administration and local residents among others.  


Some of those groups overlap and within the groups there are subgroups. The Massachusetts Society of 


Professors (MSP), the Student Government Association (SGA), the Graduate Employee Association 


(GEO), the Graduate Student Senate (GSS), the Faculty Senate, the Professional Staff Union, the Office of 


African, Latino, Asian/Pacific Islander and Native American (ALANA) Affairs and the deans of the 


various colleges are just a few of those subgroups. There are also the recently created Budget Task Force 


and Task Force on Reorganization with ideas of their own which Holub must consider.  


“It is difficult to weigh all options,” said Holub. “Not all merit equal weight, but it is hard to figure which 


should carry more weight. I respect very much groups and individuals that try to reason with me rather 


than simply support their own view or attack me.    


“I believe strongly that we are a community, and that what tears a community apart is the dogmatic 


belief that one perspective is more valuable than another,” he said.  


Holub attests he does not use a different approach when speaking with the different groups, but does 


keep his audience in mind.   


In a recent testimony to the state legislature asking for stimulus money to help cover the University ’s 


deficit, he said his presentation was a bit different than how he has addressed the campus. The testimony 


focused not only on the budget crisis, but also outlined what benefits the University has to offer the 


state.  


So far, Holub feels the campus has been fairly supportive of the decisions he has made. However, he 


acknowledged that opposition exists.  


“It ’s a large University, it ’s a complex University, ” he said. “There are many people who have different 


experiences, who have different ideas. At a place like this you are not going to be 100 percent in 


agreement on anything.” 


Trying to evaluate the University ’s fiscal future is now the focal point of Holub’s schedule.  


“I put in a lot of hours,” he said describing his typical day­to­day routine.  “I think that it has been 


exacerbated maybe by the budget crisis because then I have to have more meetings to deal with the 


budget and the reorganization.” 


Holub’s job sends him to dozens of meetings beyond Amherst , the majority of which are held in the 


Northeast – namely places like Boston, New York  City and Washington, D.C. 


Both on and off campus, Holub said he’s had around 50 meetings on the budget alone since November.   


When he’s not on the road, odds are he’s in his office in the Whitmore Administration Building on the 


flagship campus.  


On a typical day, from around 8 a.m. until around 5 p.m., he ’s engaged in various meetings. After which, 


he usually sits at his computer until around 6:30 p.m. or 7 p.m., reading his mail and replying to e­mails, 


before heading home to Hillside, an on­campus residence reserved for chancellors.  


There he usually has dinner with his wife Sabine, his 86­year ­old mother Marilyn and three young 


daughters Madelaine, Shoshanah and Natalie, ages eight, six and two – respectively.  


After spending some time with his family, but before calling it a night, he checks his e­mail again or 


finishes something else he’d been working on earlier that day, while still trying his best to keep his work 


away from home.   


“Then I go to sleep and it starts again the next day,” he said.  


However, relaxing is sometimes difficult.  


“It keeps me up at night, and actually wakes me up early in the morning sometimes, ” said the 10th 


chancellor to serve the Amherst  campus. “I’ve had a lot on my mind lately with regard to the budget and 


the reorganization and things like that.” 


Weekends tend to be less busy with meetings from time­to­time, and the chancellor frequently attends 


dinners, fine arts or athletic events.  


Trying to stay on top of his schedule has proven difficult, yet as Holub put it:  “That makes it interesting, 


too, that you have so many different things to do in a day. You’ll be dealing with donors in one moment 


and legislators in another and faculty in another and students in another moment and budget issues. ” 


However, when all of the meetings are over and decisions must be made, he said being the person who 


has the final say can be a less than enjoyable part of what he does.  


In October, the Commonwealth ’s legislators reduced UMass’ state aid by $25 million.  


In December, UMass issued 31 “notices of nonreappointment” to part­ and full­time non­tenure­track 


faculty. In February, professors agreed to freeze their salaries. Earlier this month, the University issued 


60 more nonreappointment notices to non­tenure­track professors bringing the total to 91 professors 


this year – around 6 percent of the faculty.  


Student fees were increased by $1,500, though that is expected to be rebated due to $82 million of 


federal stimulus money alllocated to UMass by Gov. Deval Patrick last week to help the University 


recover from a $46 million deficit.  


News also came last week that UMass will eliminate one or more of their sports programs – possibly 


baseball – to help cope with the budget crisis.  


Having to raise fees, cut people ’s budgets, layoff employees, freeze construction projects, cap 


administrative spending or tell others that funding is not available for what they would like to do are just 


some of the examples.  


“On the other hand, it wouldn’t prevent these things from being done,” Holub said. “Someone else would 


have to do them. And, I like to think that I do them with sensitivity and good judgment, and that ’s the 


reason that I ’m here.” 


Prior to working at UMass, Holub taught at the University  of California Berkeley for 27 years, achieving 


the rank of full professor and serving in several administrative posts.  


There, Holub said he also dealt with many “strong­minded” groups who each wanted and expected 


different things from him. That experience has proven helpful for what he faces now at UMass.  


“If we start from the common perspective that the institution or the campus is more important than 


anything relating to the individual or the smaller groups, then once decisions are made, I believe the 


community is more easily reconciled and can move forward more easily,” he said.  


In 2006, he left Berkeley  for Knoxville , Tenn., to serve as the University  of Tennessee ’s chief academic 


officer for two years before becoming provost and vice chancellor for academic affairs.  


Tennessee was in the early stages of a budget crisis when Holub worked there, which has worsened 


since.   He said his focus then was as it is now, “gathering information and trying to reach the best 


decision for the campus.” 


Though, Holub said none of his positions at either university have had as many responsibilities as being 


chancellor of over 25,000 students and more than 210,000 alumni.   


Balancing more than a budget  


As much as he said he enjoys the responsibility and challenges of his job, the one thing he said he 


couldn’t live without is his family.  


But being chancellor can interfere with how often he can be with them.  


“I think if I were a faculty member I ’d be able to spend more time with [my family], although as a faculty 


member I was very busy too,” said Holub. “There’s always going to be that tradeoff and being so busy 


does take me away from them. But I do have time with them in the evening and we eat dinner together, 


and I see them in the morning before I leave, and then on the weekends we do things, and we very often 


go to sporting events together – at least with the two older girls [Madelaine and Shoshanah] – so there ’s 


still time that we spend together. ” 


His eldest daughters’ favorite sporting event is hockey and they have been to several of UMass’ games 


this season.  


“They ask me sometimes what the students [chanting in the stands] are saying and I say:  ‘Well, they’re 


wishing our team good luck and the other team bad luck. ’” 


Other than at some of the football games, Holub’s youngest daughter Natalie usually doesn ’t attend 


because she ’s a little too young, he said.  


“When she gets to be five or six then I ’m sure she’ll come along as well. Of course maybe then the older 


one won’t want to come. She’ll have other things to do. She ’ll want to go out with her friends rather than 


with her father. But, we’ll see what happens,” Holub said.  


Holub’s wife Sabine helps with taking care of the kids as well as doing fundraising for the University and 


work for organizations like the Amherst  Survival  Center. 


The couple met at Ohio State where Sabine, a native of Germany, was a graduate student and Holub was a 


visiting professor, both involved in German studies.  


They dated for about a year before getting married in November 1998.  


Holub, a New Jersey  native who described his childhood as “fairly normal,” originally planned to 


become a doctor, but changed his mind during his senior year of college after working for a 


pharmaceutical firm in Philadelphia. He still received his bachelors in natural science from the 


University  of Pennsylvania , but also earned a masters in comparative literature and later a masters and 


doctorate in German from the University of Wisconsin­Madison.  


Holub’s interest lies in 19th and 20th­century German intellectual, cultural, and literary history. Not 


counting a book still several years in progress, Holub has written 12 books and more than 100 articles 


and essays on topics ranging from early 19th century German realism to postwar examination of the 


Holocaust.  


The chancellor said such scholarly works are one of the things he is most proud of.  


“But, I hope, if you’d ask me the question 10 years from now, I ’d be able to point to some things that I ’ve 


done in administration,” he said.  


Communicating on the job  


Holub said one of the most important things he has learned in his career has been to communicate with 


others.  


“You need to talk to them,” he said. “There has to be some endeavor to understand where other people 


are coming from, what their history is, what the history of the institution has been, what their 


experiences have been. I think you develop that gradually as you go through various administrative 


positions.” 


At UMass, one of the first things the chancellor said he did to establish communication was to arrange 


appointments with all of the deans, to visit their colleges, talk to the staff and see the facilities in person.  


Holub said he’s currently setting up a staff council so he can meet with representatives of the staff on a 


more regular basis.  


“I can’t claim that I have a perfect understanding of the campus. Certainly I ’ve only been here since 


August,” Holub said. “But I’m trying to learn about the campus more and more, and I have to count on 


that dialogue with other people to have that understanding.” 


In fact, one thing Holub said he regrets is not meeting with members of the campus as often as he 


would’ve liked. The reason, again, has been his busy schedule do to the University’s budget woes.  


“I’m under no illusions about the central administration,” said Holub. “I don’t think we’ve done as well 


as we should do with regard to the support of faculty and I hope that I can improve that. That ’s my goal.” 


“I think that I regret in this first year that I wasn’t able to schedule more meetings with faculty to get to 


know faculty better and to get to know students better, ” he continued.  “But, that was forced on me by 


the various budget problems that we ’ve had.” 


Interacting with students in the classroom is something Holub said he misses since leaving his role as a 


faculty member at Berkeley. So, next semester he will be one of the professors teaching a class of around 


20 incoming freshman in a new course called first­year seminar.   


“It ’s difficult for me to arrange a regular course because my schedule is so demanding. It isn ’t difficult 


for me to find three hours a week, but it ’s difficult for me to find the same three hours week after week,” 


said Holub. “But, a first­year seminar that meets once a week, I think I can probably keep the time open 


most of the weeks to be able to meet with them. And, I look forward to sitting in a class with students 


again.” 


He said he is also considering meeting with students outside the classroom on a more informal basis. He 


mentioned the idea of going to the dinning commons with his family to have dinner.  


“[Students] were important to me as a faculty member, but I guess even more important to me now as a 


chancellor, ” he said.  


Holub has also kept communication­focused through a website made to address the budget crisis, 


creating a Budget Task Force and Task Force on Reorganization to give him feedback and keeping the 


community up­to­date on his decisions through campus­wide e­mails.  


In one of his latest e­mails sent out on March 12, the chancellor announced his decision to reorganize 


the University ’s colleges for the fall semester in an effort to cut costs.  


Holub said he had briefed the deans from each of the colleges the day prior to sending out the e­mail.  


“I think in general they were in favor of it,” he said, “Some deans felt less comfortable with it than others. 


But there were some difficult decisions to make, and we’re going to try to make everyone comfortable 


with the reorganization and the direction we’re moving in.” 


With eight months of chancellorship now under his belt the he said is enjoying the job overall.  


“I think that there’s enough that ’s enjoyable in the position, there ’s enough that ’s challenging that keeps 


me intellectually stimulated that I enjoy doing what I ’m doing,” he said. “I think this is my last job. I 


mean that ’s the way I ’d like to think about it. But, I don’t know. You can never tell what ’s going to 


happen. But, I didn’t enter into this job as a step to another job.” 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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Robert C. Holub spent the first five days of spring break in 


Florida. The weather was mostly sunny with temperatures 


reaching the high 70s to low 80s each day. But, as has 


become increasingly common for Holub since coming to the 


University  of Massachusetts  and taking on the duties of 


chancellorship, his focus was anything but recreational.  


In fact, he worked.  


During a week when much of the University had a chance to 


relax midway through the semester, he was attending 


meetings with donors as part of a fundraising trip.  


When Holub accepted the job a year ago this May, the budget crisis – what he now calls his biggest 


challenge – was just unfolding. The economy was souring when he took office on August 1, but as he said, 


some of the most versed experts in the financial world did not anticipate what has become a reality. 


Holub said the current economic slowdown surprised him, too.  


Beyond keeping Holub busy, the budget crisis and a recently outlined, controversial reorganization plan 


has different groups of the UMass community wanting and expecting dissimilar things from the 


chancellor – making it difficult, if not impossible, to please everyone.  


The dilemma of considering so many varying opinions is something every chancellor faces, he said, but 


it becomes more apparent when money is tight.  


“The decisions are the same,” Holub said. “But the consequences are very different. Reductions to 


budgets in times of financial crisis may mean putting some people out of work or eliminating programs 


that are cherished and have been important on the campus.” 


Holub’s decisions affect undergraduate and graduate students, faculty, staff, alumni relations, 


administration and local residents among others.  


Some of those groups overlap and within the groups there are subgroups. The Massachusetts Society of 


Professors (MSP), the Student Government Association (SGA), the Graduate Employee Association 


(GEO), the Graduate Student Senate (GSS), the Faculty Senate, the Professional Staff Union, the Office of 


African, Latino, Asian/Pacific Islander and Native American (ALANA) Affairs and the deans of the 


various colleges are just a few of those subgroups. There are also the recently created Budget Task Force 


and Task Force on Reorganization with ideas of their own which Holub must consider.  


“It is difficult to weigh all options,” said Holub. “Not all merit equal weight, but it is hard to figure which 


should carry more weight. I respect very much groups and individuals that try to reason with me rather 


than simply support their own view or attack me.    


“I believe strongly that we are a community, and that what tears a community apart is the dogmatic 


belief that one perspective is more valuable than another,” he said.  


Holub attests he does not use a different approach when speaking with the different groups, but does 


keep his audience in mind.   


In a recent testimony to the state legislature asking for stimulus money to help cover the University ’s 


deficit, he said his presentation was a bit different than how he has addressed the campus. The testimony 


focused not only on the budget crisis, but also outlined what benefits the University has to offer the 


state.  


So far, Holub feels the campus has been fairly supportive of the decisions he has made. However, he 


acknowledged that opposition exists.  


“It ’s a large University, it ’s a complex University, ” he said. “There are many people who have different 


experiences, who have different ideas. At a place like this you are not going to be 100 percent in 


agreement on anything.” 


Trying to evaluate the University ’s fiscal future is now the focal point of Holub’s schedule.  


“I put in a lot of hours,” he said describing his typical day­to­day routine.  “I think that it has been 


exacerbated maybe by the budget crisis because then I have to have more meetings to deal with the 


budget and the reorganization.” 


Holub’s job sends him to dozens of meetings beyond Amherst , the majority of which are held in the 


Northeast – namely places like Boston, New York  City and Washington, D.C. 


Both on and off campus, Holub said he’s had around 50 meetings on the budget alone since November.   


When he’s not on the road, odds are he’s in his office in the Whitmore Administration Building on the 


flagship campus.  


On a typical day, from around 8 a.m. until around 5 p.m., he ’s engaged in various meetings. After which, 


he usually sits at his computer until around 6:30 p.m. or 7 p.m., reading his mail and replying to e­mails, 


before heading home to Hillside, an on­campus residence reserved for chancellors.  


There he usually has dinner with his wife Sabine, his 86­year ­old mother Marilyn and three young 


daughters Madelaine, Shoshanah and Natalie, ages eight, six and two – respectively.  


After spending some time with his family, but before calling it a night, he checks his e­mail again or 


finishes something else he’d been working on earlier that day, while still trying his best to keep his work 


away from home.   


“Then I go to sleep and it starts again the next day,” he said.  


However, relaxing is sometimes difficult.  


“It keeps me up at night, and actually wakes me up early in the morning sometimes, ” said the 10th 


chancellor to serve the Amherst  campus. “I’ve had a lot on my mind lately with regard to the budget and 


the reorganization and things like that.” 


Weekends tend to be less busy with meetings from time­to­time, and the chancellor frequently attends 


dinners, fine arts or athletic events.  


Trying to stay on top of his schedule has proven difficult, yet as Holub put it:  “That makes it interesting, 


too, that you have so many different things to do in a day. You’ll be dealing with donors in one moment 


and legislators in another and faculty in another and students in another moment and budget issues. ” 


However, when all of the meetings are over and decisions must be made, he said being the person who 


has the final say can be a less than enjoyable part of what he does.  


In October, the Commonwealth ’s legislators reduced UMass’ state aid by $25 million.  


In December, UMass issued 31 “notices of nonreappointment” to part­ and full­time non­tenure­track 


faculty. In February, professors agreed to freeze their salaries. Earlier this month, the University issued 


60 more nonreappointment notices to non­tenure­track professors bringing the total to 91 professors 


this year – around 6 percent of the faculty.  


Student fees were increased by $1,500, though that is expected to be rebated due to $82 million of 


federal stimulus money alllocated to UMass by Gov. Deval Patrick last week to help the University 


recover from a $46 million deficit.  


News also came last week that UMass will eliminate one or more of their sports programs – possibly 


baseball – to help cope with the budget crisis.  


Having to raise fees, cut people ’s budgets, layoff employees, freeze construction projects, cap 


administrative spending or tell others that funding is not available for what they would like to do are just 


some of the examples.  


“On the other hand, it wouldn’t prevent these things from being done,” Holub said. “Someone else would 


have to do them. And, I like to think that I do them with sensitivity and good judgment, and that ’s the 


reason that I ’m here.” 


Prior to working at UMass, Holub taught at the University  of California Berkeley for 27 years, achieving 


the rank of full professor and serving in several administrative posts.  


There, Holub said he also dealt with many “strong­minded” groups who each wanted and expected 


different things from him. That experience has proven helpful for what he faces now at UMass.  


“If we start from the common perspective that the institution or the campus is more important than 


anything relating to the individual or the smaller groups, then once decisions are made, I believe the 


community is more easily reconciled and can move forward more easily,” he said.  


In 2006, he left Berkeley  for Knoxville , Tenn., to serve as the University  of Tennessee ’s chief academic 


officer for two years before becoming provost and vice chancellor for academic affairs.  


Tennessee was in the early stages of a budget crisis when Holub worked there, which has worsened 


since.   He said his focus then was as it is now, “gathering information and trying to reach the best 


decision for the campus.” 


Though, Holub said none of his positions at either university have had as many responsibilities as being 


chancellor of over 25,000 students and more than 210,000 alumni.   


Balancing more than a budget  


As much as he said he enjoys the responsibility and challenges of his job, the one thing he said he 


couldn’t live without is his family.  


But being chancellor can interfere with how often he can be with them.  


“I think if I were a faculty member I ’d be able to spend more time with [my family], although as a faculty 


member I was very busy too,” said Holub. “There’s always going to be that tradeoff and being so busy 


does take me away from them. But I do have time with them in the evening and we eat dinner together, 


and I see them in the morning before I leave, and then on the weekends we do things, and we very often 


go to sporting events together – at least with the two older girls [Madelaine and Shoshanah] – so there ’s 


still time that we spend together. ” 


His eldest daughters’ favorite sporting event is hockey and they have been to several of UMass’ games 


this season.  


“They ask me sometimes what the students [chanting in the stands] are saying and I say:  ‘Well, they’re 


wishing our team good luck and the other team bad luck. ’” 


Other than at some of the football games, Holub’s youngest daughter Natalie usually doesn ’t attend 


because she ’s a little too young, he said.  


“When she gets to be five or six then I ’m sure she’ll come along as well. Of course maybe then the older 


one won’t want to come. She’ll have other things to do. She ’ll want to go out with her friends rather than 


with her father. But, we’ll see what happens,” Holub said.  


Holub’s wife Sabine helps with taking care of the kids as well as doing fundraising for the University and 


work for organizations like the Amherst  Survival  Center. 


The couple met at Ohio State where Sabine, a native of Germany, was a graduate student and Holub was a 


visiting professor, both involved in German studies.  


They dated for about a year before getting married in November 1998.  


Holub, a New Jersey  native who described his childhood as “fairly normal,” originally planned to 


become a doctor, but changed his mind during his senior year of college after working for a 


pharmaceutical firm in Philadelphia. He still received his bachelors in natural science from the 


University  of Pennsylvania , but also earned a masters in comparative literature and later a masters and 


doctorate in German from the University of Wisconsin­Madison.  


Holub’s interest lies in 19th and 20th­century German intellectual, cultural, and literary history. Not 


counting a book still several years in progress, Holub has written 12 books and more than 100 articles 


and essays on topics ranging from early 19th century German realism to postwar examination of the 


Holocaust.  


The chancellor said such scholarly works are one of the things he is most proud of.  


“But, I hope, if you’d ask me the question 10 years from now, I ’d be able to point to some things that I ’ve 


done in administration,” he said.  


Communicating on the job  


Holub said one of the most important things he has learned in his career has been to communicate with 


others.  


“You need to talk to them,” he said. “There has to be some endeavor to understand where other people 


are coming from, what their history is, what the history of the institution has been, what their 


experiences have been. I think you develop that gradually as you go through various administrative 


positions.” 


At UMass, one of the first things the chancellor said he did to establish communication was to arrange 


appointments with all of the deans, to visit their colleges, talk to the staff and see the facilities in person.  


Holub said he’s currently setting up a staff council so he can meet with representatives of the staff on a 


more regular basis.  


“I can’t claim that I have a perfect understanding of the campus. Certainly I ’ve only been here since 


August,” Holub said. “But I’m trying to learn about the campus more and more, and I have to count on 


that dialogue with other people to have that understanding.” 


In fact, one thing Holub said he regrets is not meeting with members of the campus as often as he 


would’ve liked. The reason, again, has been his busy schedule do to the University’s budget woes.  


“I’m under no illusions about the central administration,” said Holub. “I don’t think we’ve done as well 


as we should do with regard to the support of faculty and I hope that I can improve that. That ’s my goal.” 


“I think that I regret in this first year that I wasn’t able to schedule more meetings with faculty to get to 


know faculty better and to get to know students better, ” he continued.  “But, that was forced on me by 


the various budget problems that we ’ve had.” 


Interacting with students in the classroom is something Holub said he misses since leaving his role as a 


faculty member at Berkeley. So, next semester he will be one of the professors teaching a class of around 


20 incoming freshman in a new course called first­year seminar.   


“It ’s difficult for me to arrange a regular course because my schedule is so demanding. It isn ’t difficult 


for me to find three hours a week, but it ’s difficult for me to find the same three hours week after week,” 


said Holub. “But, a first­year seminar that meets once a week, I think I can probably keep the time open 


most of the weeks to be able to meet with them. And, I look forward to sitting in a class with students 


again.” 


He said he is also considering meeting with students outside the classroom on a more informal basis. He 


mentioned the idea of going to the dinning commons with his family to have dinner.  


“[Students] were important to me as a faculty member, but I guess even more important to me now as a 


chancellor, ” he said.  


Holub has also kept communication­focused through a website made to address the budget crisis, 


creating a Budget Task Force and Task Force on Reorganization to give him feedback and keeping the 


community up­to­date on his decisions through campus­wide e­mails.  


In one of his latest e­mails sent out on March 12, the chancellor announced his decision to reorganize 


the University ’s colleges for the fall semester in an effort to cut costs.  


Holub said he had briefed the deans from each of the colleges the day prior to sending out the e­mail.  


“I think in general they were in favor of it,” he said, “Some deans felt less comfortable with it than others. 


But there were some difficult decisions to make, and we’re going to try to make everyone comfortable 


with the reorganization and the direction we’re moving in.” 


With eight months of chancellorship now under his belt the he said is enjoying the job overall.  


“I think that there’s enough that ’s enjoyable in the position, there ’s enough that ’s challenging that keeps 


me intellectually stimulated that I enjoy doing what I ’m doing,” he said. “I think this is my last job. I 


mean that ’s the way I ’d like to think about it. But, I don’t know. You can never tell what ’s going to 


happen. But, I didn’t enter into this job as a step to another job.” 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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The Minuteman newspaper is submitting a complaint 
through the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education 
(FIRE) to the University  of Massachusetts  and the UMass 
Police Department (UMPD) asking them to hold students 
who allegedly stole extra copies of their newspaper last 
week.  


During the “Rally for Free Speech” hosted by the Republican 
Club outside the Student Union on Wednesday, around 100 
copies of The Minuteman were reportedly taken from a 
newspaper distributor ’s hands and torn up by students 
protesting the rally.  


Brad DeFlumeri, co­managing editor of The Minuteman, a 
monthly, student­run conservative newspaper printed by a 
group called The Silent Majority, said obstructing the circulation or distribution of a newspaper is a 
violation of First Amendment rights.  


“Apparently the University told The Minuteman that since the papers are free, people can take as many 
as they like and do with them what they like,” said director of FIRE’s Individual Rights Defense Program, 
Adam Kissel who described the protesters ’ actions as theft.  


On the top of the The Minuteman’s front page was printed, “first copy, free; each additional copy, 
$3.00. ” This was done to prevent copies from being removed from the stands by potential protesters, 
including members of the UMass Coalition Against Hate (CAH), said DeFlumeri.  


However, Charles T. Peterson, a member of CAH and the UMass International Socialist Organization 
(ISO), said, “they [The Minuteman staff] put out big stacks of the newspapers rather haphazardly, and 
they don’t say anywhere that they ’re selling them.” 


University spokesman Ed Blaguszewski said a police report was filed and officials are looking into the 
incident.  


The Minuteman distributes more than 10,000 copies each month, and the latest issue raised claims of 
libel, which DeFlumeri said are unfounded.  


According to DeFlumeri, the controversy is centered around financial information the newspaper 
printed in its April edition about a group called Student Bridges, a creation of the Student Government 
Association (SGA). DeFlumeri said the information in question was obtained through the Freedom of 
Information Act.  


Student Bridges declined to comment on the matter, said group member Ben Thompson.  


UMPD Detective Lisa Kidwell was reportedly at the scene, but she was not available for comment prior 
to publication.  


The Minuteman’s complaint filed through FIRE comes less than one month after the UMass Republican 
Club filed a similar First Amendment­related grievance seeking reimbursement from the campus’ 
administration for a speech canceled several weeks ago due to disruptive protests.  


With the help of the FIRE, the club sent a letter to Chancellor Robert Holub on March 24, requesting that 
UMass return the $444.52 the club was charged by the University for three additional police officers, 
who were called due to a large number of protesters at the event.  


On March 11, conservative pundit Don Feder, a former columnist for the Boston Herald and editorial 
director of sports radio WEEI, was scheduled to give a lecture – hosted by the Republican Club – on hate 
crime legislation. However, Feder’s speech, which was supposed to last about an hour and a half, was 
ended early after he was constantly interrupted during the first 15 minutes of his talk.  


Kissel said the University ’s decision to charge the club after the speech was disrupted by protesters and 
subsequently canceled is a violation of First Amendment rights and that charging the club for extra 
security is unconstitutional.  


“It could be that the administration didn ’t know [they were violating the club’s rights] or it could be they 
did and took advantage of the Republican Club,” he said.  


Peterson, who protested with other members of CAH at Feder ’s speech, said the Republican Club should 
not be reimbursed.  


“Don Feder put down his microphone and decided not to continue his speech, ” said Peterson. “It seems 
to me that [the Republican Club] went out of their way to get a lot of people there, and they succeeded. 
So they should be held responsible.” 


A letter sent from FIRE to the chancellor gives UMass until April 14 to respond.  


“We have received that letter, and we ’re in process of reviewing the matter,” said Blaguszewski.  


After the April 14 deadline, DeFlumeri, who is also the vice president of the Republican Club, said that if 
the group has not heard from the University, they are prepared to file a federal lawsuit against UMass for 
the event ’s entire cost of around $3,500. The price tag includes the cost for renting the room where the 
speech was held, advertisement, security, fliers and the money paid to bring Feder to campus.  


For now, Kissel said, the club and FIRE are being patient and, “want the University to do the right thing.” 


Later this week, DeFlumeri said the club will meet with the dean of students to go over the student code 
of conduct and ensure that future guest lectures are not disrupted by protesters again.  


Reporting for this story was done in conjunction with The Daily Hampshire Gazette, where Matt 
Rocheleau is a contributing writer.  


He can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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The Minuteman newspaper is submitting a complaint 
through the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education 
(FIRE) to the University  of Massachusetts  and the UMass 
Police Department (UMPD) asking them to hold students 
who allegedly stole extra copies of their newspaper last 
week.  


During the “Rally for Free Speech” hosted by the Republican 
Club outside the Student Union on Wednesday, around 100 
copies of The Minuteman were reportedly taken from a 
newspaper distributor ’s hands and torn up by students 
protesting the rally.  


Brad DeFlumeri, co­managing editor of The Minuteman, a 
monthly, student­run conservative newspaper printed by a 
group called The Silent Majority, said obstructing the circulation or distribution of a newspaper is a 
violation of First Amendment rights.  


“Apparently the University told The Minuteman that since the papers are free, people can take as many 
as they like and do with them what they like,” said director of FIRE’s Individual Rights Defense Program, 
Adam Kissel who described the protesters ’ actions as theft.  


On the top of the The Minuteman’s front page was printed, “first copy, free; each additional copy, 
$3.00. ” This was done to prevent copies from being removed from the stands by potential protesters, 
including members of the UMass Coalition Against Hate (CAH), said DeFlumeri.  


However, Charles T. Peterson, a member of CAH and the UMass International Socialist Organization 
(ISO), said, “they [The Minuteman staff] put out big stacks of the newspapers rather haphazardly, and 
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University spokesman Ed Blaguszewski said a police report was filed and officials are looking into the 
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According to DeFlumeri, the controversy is centered around financial information the newspaper 
printed in its April edition about a group called Student Bridges, a creation of the Student Government 
Association (SGA). DeFlumeri said the information in question was obtained through the Freedom of 
Information Act.  


Student Bridges declined to comment on the matter, said group member Ben Thompson.  


UMPD Detective Lisa Kidwell was reportedly at the scene, but she was not available for comment prior 
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The Minuteman’s complaint filed through FIRE comes less than one month after the UMass Republican 
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With the help of the FIRE, the club sent a letter to Chancellor Robert Holub on March 24, requesting that 
UMass return the $444.52 the club was charged by the University for three additional police officers, 
who were called due to a large number of protesters at the event.  


On March 11, conservative pundit Don Feder, a former columnist for the Boston Herald and editorial 
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of conduct and ensure that future guest lectures are not disrupted by protesters again.  


Reporting for this story was done in conjunction with The Daily Hampshire Gazette, where Matt 
Rocheleau is a contributing writer.  


He can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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As a college student and a fan of newspapers, the advertising website Craigslist has me torn.  


On the one hand, I ’ve nabbed some pretty great cheap furniture, gotten concert tickets and sublet my 
apartment on Craigslist. However, since many classified ads have migrated to the Web, the site is one of 
several reasons to blame for the decline of print newspapers.  


What Craigslist is not to blame for is the recent death of 26­year ­old Julia Brisman.  


On Monday, Quincy, Mass., resident Philip Markoff, a 23­year ­old Boston University  medical student, 
was arrested for allegedly shooting and killing Brisman at the Marriott Copley Place Hotel in Boston on 
April 14.  


Brisman, a masseuse, advertised her services on Craigslist, which is how the pair met up.  


Since the incident gained national attention it has spurred a debate of whether or not Craigslist is 
somewhat responsible for allowing the Brisman and Markoff to connect in the first place.  


According to an article in yesterday ’s Boston Globe, Connecticut Attorney General Richard Blumenthal 
said during a press conference that the online company should take more control over illegal activity 
posted on its site.  


If Craigslist had blocked Brisman’s ad because it somehow was illegal or violated the site ’s policy, would 
she and her alleged killer have ever met up?  


Probably not. But if it wasn’t her, it likely would have been someone else.  


It ’s sad to say but if someone really has a motivation to kill someone, they ’re likely going to find a way to 
do so. Murders came long before the Internet and long before Craigslist. 


When you arrange to meet up with some person you discovered from an online advertisement you 
never know who exactly will show up. Often, it ’s just some guy who bought a new couch and wants you 
to take his old, beat­up one the hell out of his living room.  


However, there ’s always a risk, and that risk is something the two parties who are arranging to meet – 
not the medium allowing them to connect – should be wary of and responsible for.   


Whether it ’s a newspaper ad, a phone call, a text message, instant message or any other form of 
communication, you should have some idea of who is on the other end before you decide to meet up 
with them in a hotel room. If you don’t, bring a friend or at least have an exit plan.  


Craigslist provides a valuable service by allowing millions of people to conveniently connect and find 
jobs, places to live and opportunities to trade a bunch of useless junk. 


The site’s CEO Jim Buckmaster told CNN on Wednesday that the company feels “terribly” that Craigslist 
was the method allegedly used for Markoff to find his victim. 


And the site should feel bad because Brisman’s death is certainly a sad circumstance, but they shouldn ’t 
feel responsible – they did not kill her.  


Similarly, they should not feel at fault for newspapers shutting down across the country because 
Craigslist is not killing newspapers, it is merely a creative business idea that happens to be out­
competing print publications for classified advertising – but they should feel “terribly. ” 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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apartment on Craigslist. However, since many classified ads have migrated to the Web, the site is one of 
several reasons to blame for the decline of print newspapers.  


What Craigslist is not to blame for is the recent death of 26­year ­old Julia Brisman.  


On Monday, Quincy, Mass., resident Philip Markoff, a 23­year ­old Boston University  medical student, 
was arrested for allegedly shooting and killing Brisman at the Marriott Copley Place Hotel in Boston on 
April 14.  


Brisman, a masseuse, advertised her services on Craigslist, which is how the pair met up.  


Since the incident gained national attention it has spurred a debate of whether or not Craigslist is 
somewhat responsible for allowing the Brisman and Markoff to connect in the first place.  


According to an article in yesterday ’s Boston Globe, Connecticut Attorney General Richard Blumenthal 
said during a press conference that the online company should take more control over illegal activity 
posted on its site.  


If Craigslist had blocked Brisman’s ad because it somehow was illegal or violated the site ’s policy, would 
she and her alleged killer have ever met up?  


Probably not. But if it wasn’t her, it likely would have been someone else.  


It ’s sad to say but if someone really has a motivation to kill someone, they ’re likely going to find a way to 
do so. Murders came long before the Internet and long before Craigslist. 


When you arrange to meet up with some person you discovered from an online advertisement you 
never know who exactly will show up. Often, it ’s just some guy who bought a new couch and wants you 
to take his old, beat­up one the hell out of his living room.  


However, there ’s always a risk, and that risk is something the two parties who are arranging to meet – 
not the medium allowing them to connect – should be wary of and responsible for.   


Whether it ’s a newspaper ad, a phone call, a text message, instant message or any other form of 
communication, you should have some idea of who is on the other end before you decide to meet up 
with them in a hotel room. If you don’t, bring a friend or at least have an exit plan.  


Craigslist provides a valuable service by allowing millions of people to conveniently connect and find 
jobs, places to live and opportunities to trade a bunch of useless junk. 


The site’s CEO Jim Buckmaster told CNN on Wednesday that the company feels “terribly” that Craigslist 
was the method allegedly used for Markoff to find his victim. 


And the site should feel bad because Brisman’s death is certainly a sad circumstance, but they shouldn ’t 
feel responsible – they did not kill her.  


Similarly, they should not feel at fault for newspapers shutting down across the country because 
Craigslist is not killing newspapers, it is merely a creative business idea that happens to be out­
competing print publications for classified advertising – but they should feel “terribly. ” 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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 Just before his week ended, Boston Globe political reporter 


Brian C. Mooney overheard conversations which would 


spread through the newsroom at  135 Morrissey Boulevard 


in Dorchester , Mass., like wildfire. Fifteen feet away from his 


desk, a reporter from the business section and the business 


editor discussed an article nearing its deadline for the next 


morning’s paper. Despite word leaking out fewer than 48 


hours after April Fool ’s Day, the story was no joke and 


prompted anything but laughter from Mooney and his co­


workers.  


“It was shock; it was worry; it was anger, ” he recalled.  


After 137 years, New England ’s largest newspaper, its 1.84 


million weekly print readers, four million unique online 


monthly visitors and its 2,200 full­time and 550 part­time 


employees learned The Boston Globe had a 30­day, May 1st 


deadline from The New York Times Company to cut $20 


million, or else the publication ’s presses will stop and its 


doors will shut – for good.  


The lucky one  


As a Boston College undergraduate, George Rizer joined The 


Globe for a photography internship in 1970. When the 23­


year ­old, Bridgewater, Mass., landed his first “real job” with 


the newspaper, he ended his studies several courses shy of 


earning a bachelor ’s from B.C. Thirty­nine years later he is 


poised to leave his beloved career the same way he left 


college – slightly sooner than planned.  


In March, Rizer accepted a buyout package with 23 other 


newsroom staff members including fellow photographers 


Mark Wilson and Steve Haines. Rizer’s last day will be June 


26, assuming the newspaper survives that long.  


Seated at a large, vacant desk in a lowly­lit room just after 6 


a.m., the 62­year ­old photojournalist looked over his 


assignments for the day from his Macintosh notebook. On 


either side him were two police scanners set at different 


frequencies. Rizer has three more scanners in his tan­


colored Buick, and what he refers to as his “background 


music” is almost always kept on and at an audible level, 


whether at home or work.  


But, as helpful as the scanners have been over the years in 


helping Rizer develop a niche for spot news, not even they 


were able to tip him off to The Times Co.’s threat to shutter the paper.  


“It hit like a ton of bricks,” he remembers.  


When he had volunteered for the buyout just weeks before the threat came down, he knew The Globe was 


struggling financially, but so was the rest of the media industry. The economy was in similar shape. 


Nearing retirement age, Rizer felt the incentive package, which included a good chunk of money and 


medical coverage for a year, was too appealing to pass up. He knew he would miss The Globe, his work 


and colleagues, but the buyout would enable him to be reasonably comfortable while he looks for 


another job, possibly teaching and doing freelance photography on the side. However, Rizer ’s departure 


does not mean his wallet is immune from feeling the company ’s next cuts as retirement benefits are 


rumored to be on the chopping block.  


Yet, looking back on the decision to leave the job he loves, Rizer now considers himself lucky when he 


thinks of what may be in store for many of his co­workers.  


“I feel guilty because I ’m the one getting out just in the nick of time,” he said. “There are certainly a lot of 


people who are worried about the future of the place.” 


“We’re not running on skeleton staff right now,” he continued.  “But we’re certainly considerably 


reduced. And maybe we could take a small hit in the near future, but then, how much more are you 


going to reduce?” 


Worried and uncertain, but still optimistic  


Writer’s note: For this story, about 200 of The Globe ’s 300­person editorial staff were e­mailed in mid­


April requesting their thoughts on the paper’s current circumstances and its uncertain future. Twenty­


five of them responded, 18 of these declined to comment, commonly citing such reasons as being too 


busy or being uncomfortable to speak on the topic.  


But, of the seven Globe newsroom staff members interviewed – Rizer, Mooney, sports columnist Dan 


Shaughnessy, chief imaging technician John Ioven, an editor who requested anonymity, deputy bureau 


chief Joseph Williams and foreign policy reporter Farah Stockman, both from the Washington D.C. 


bureau – each expressed concern for their company ’s future.  


The editor who asked to remain anonymous was in the process of leaving The Globe for another career 


entirely when they were interviewed.  


“I left The Globe because I was concerned about its future,” said the editor, who has since left the paper.  


The 42­year ­old has two children in grade school to support and was “worried that there would not be 


an outlet for the [kind of stories I write] in the new, trimmer Globe.” 


“I tried for a long time to find another job that would allow me to still consider myself a  ‘journalist, ’ but 


the industry as a whole is in such terrible shape right now,” the editor said after spending two decades in 


journalism.  


When the editor joined The Globe over eight years ago, the editorial staff was over 500. Since then, 200 


have been cut and the editor expects the newsroom staff to dip below 100 over the next couple of years 


before eventually settling near 50.  


“It ’s a very scary time, and there ’s been a lot of uncertainty in the industry,” said Shaughnessy.  “This 


certainly is kind of a shocking thing to deal with. We’re putting out a good paper and just hoping for the 


best. That ’s about all you can do at this point. It ’s not a good time.” 


After a 32­year career in journalism with other gigs in sports media, including 11 books, television 


appearances on NESN and contributions to ESPN Magazine, Shaughnessy is less worried about his own 


situation and is instead concerned about his colleagues ’. 


“I’m more worried about people with young children, and this is their only means – their livelihood,” he 


said.  


Shaughnessy, who grew up in Groton, Mass., reading The Globe, said if the paper closed he would just 


hope the phone rang, but the prospect of landing a job with a newspaper – especially with his 300 co­


workers also seeking employment – would be grim in an already “shrinking landscape.” 


The paper ’s threatened future has spurred a steady buzz of rumors among the staff about what has been 


happening during the non­public negotiations between union officials, management and ownership, and 


all that talk has hurt employee morale around company headquarters, Shaughnessy said.  


Daniel Totten, president of the Boston Newspaper Guild (BNG) which represents over 700 Globe 


employees, also said the rumors regarding The Globe ’s fate are prevalent in the newsroom.  


“They do nothing to help an already­stressful situation. They only fuel the fire as speculation, innuendo 


and the like have no value to our members’ futures,” said Totten, who has worked at The Globe ’s 


advertising sales department since 1980.  


In Washington D.C., speculation and uncertainty exist as well. The bureau includes nine, soon­to­be 


eight, staff members – Williams, bureau chief Peter Canellos, an office manager and six reporters. 


Reporter Sasha Issenberg is expected to leave the bureau in coming months, having just accepted a 


buyout.  


Stockman, 34, who started with The Globe in 2000, remembered how she and fellow D.C. staff first heard 


of The Times Co.’s recent threat in an article posted on the Romenesko blog, which initially caused 


confusion for Stockman and crew since they had not yet been contacted by management or union 


representatives.  


One of the largest D.C. bureaus of any regional newspaper, closing the location could be a quick cost ­


cutting method. Politico.com reporter Michael Calderone noted in an article published April 9 titled, 


“Will Globe close shop in D.C.?” that closing bureaus in the nation’s capital has been a common money­


saving approach other newspapers have taken.  


Stockman, a Harvard grad, said Calderone ’s article has been well­read by the bureau’s personnel.  


“I think everybody in the industry right now has to look at what their options are and whether it ’s 


realistic to think you ’ll be a newspaper reporter for the rest of your life or whether there are other things 


that should be considered,” she said.  


Ioven started with The Globe when he was 19 and stuck with his hometown paper for 32 years as plans to 


be a police officer fell through, despite scoring a 96 on his application exam. Now 51, married with two 


kids, he said despite most employees having their own sources from management to find out what ’s 


going on with negotiations,  “a lot of people look like they’re running scared.” 


“They ’re making poor decisions,” he continued.  “I have no control over that. If shit hits the fan I want to 


know that I did my best. But, I ’m scared, too.” 


Williams, Stockman’s co­worker who has spent 25 of his 47 years in journalism, said he ’s reminded daily 


of the frustration sweeping the newspaper industry. He rides a bus, then the Metro, to get to his office in 


the nation’s capital, and on his way to work, he sees people of all ages reading various print publications. 


Every morning, like clockwork, an older man drives up to Williams ’ bus stop in a Lexus SUV, pulls over, 


parks, gets out of his car, walks past the coin box for The Washington Post and past the coin box for The 


New York Times to grab a free copy of The Washington Metro. It ’s frustrating because people want to 


read, said Williams, but print newspapers are missing something that many readers are looking for, and 


the Internet has yet to provide a cost­effective business model.  


As Rizer put it, “it’s an ugly scene across the country.” 


(Editor's Note: This is the first part in a three­part series published in print and on DailyCollegian.com 


on subsequent days beginning Monday, April 27. Readers can view parts  two  and three on 


DailyCollegian.com.)  


This story will also be published online at GazetteNET.com by The Daily Hampshire Gazette, where 


Matt Rocheleau is a contributing writer.  


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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Great article. I haven't heard many people talk about this aspect, but if the newspaper style of journalism goes away, the news 
product that is left will be woefully incomplete due to a lack of robust sources. Sources will be hesitant to put their mug on TV or 
talk to a blogger because they're nowhere near as credible as newspapers have been over the years. The more trustworthy 
blogs will probably gain that credibility in a few years, but TV's visual­first attitude will always hamper its news credibility, 
except in the case of longform exclusive interviews. 


I don't see as I have any choice. 
I have made the decision to cease buying the New York Times. 
Now all I need to know 
is what other products "The New York Times Company" gains money from. 
And for the rest of us, where will we be without print journalism if  
the economy gets to a point so that on­line electricity becomes a "luxury" we can not afford? 


Sad to see the true foundation of American journalism being flushed down the tube. While the Internet has been great on many 
fronts, it presents an extremely poor business model for the news gathering industry. Paid subscriptions for online content is the 
only answer. Viewers have become numb to all the spam advertising on these pages, so even with existing ads, revenue is 
declining. It is an unrealistic expectation that everything should continue to be free with online content. However, as long as 
people are willing to receive there news via Twitter, Digg, and the like, this trend will continue. Here's to the good ol' days!  


This is a really great article, if heartbreaking. Thanks. 


Great article, I'm looking forward to reading the next two.


The decline of print journalism is an absolute tragedy. People don't always realize that newspaper 
journalists are the real reporters.... not the people you see on TV, who get all their news from the 
newspaper then regurgetate (sp?) it back on the air. Once the Globe goes out of business there will be 
dramatically less news on TV (and everywhere)... you watch. 


If you find the real news and print it, people will read it... but not faux news, no matter how pretty it is packaged. 


 


Matt Rocheleau/Collegian


The Boston Globe headquarters at 135 Morrissey 
Boulevard in Dorchester may shut down if the company
cannot meet The New York Times Co.'s demands to cut
$20 million by May 1.  
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FEATURE | Prepared to go down with the ship (Part 1)
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff


Published: Sunday, April 26, 2009 
Updated: Wednesday, April 29, 2009 


 Just before his week ended, Boston Globe political reporter 


Brian C. Mooney overheard conversations which would 


spread through the newsroom at  135 Morrissey Boulevard 


in Dorchester , Mass., like wildfire. Fifteen feet away from his 


desk, a reporter from the business section and the business 


editor discussed an article nearing its deadline for the next 


morning’s paper. Despite word leaking out fewer than 48 


hours after April Fool ’s Day, the story was no joke and 


prompted anything but laughter from Mooney and his co­


workers.  


“It was shock; it was worry; it was anger, ” he recalled.  


After 137 years, New England ’s largest newspaper, its 1.84 


million weekly print readers, four million unique online 


monthly visitors and its 2,200 full­time and 550 part­time 


employees learned The Boston Globe had a 30­day, May 1st 


deadline from The New York Times Company to cut $20 


million, or else the publication ’s presses will stop and its 


doors will shut – for good.  


The lucky one  


As a Boston College undergraduate, George Rizer joined The 


Globe for a photography internship in 1970. When the 23­


year ­old, Bridgewater, Mass., landed his first “real job” with 


the newspaper, he ended his studies several courses shy of 


earning a bachelor ’s from B.C. Thirty­nine years later he is 


poised to leave his beloved career the same way he left 


college – slightly sooner than planned.  


In March, Rizer accepted a buyout package with 23 other 


newsroom staff members including fellow photographers 


Mark Wilson and Steve Haines. Rizer’s last day will be June 


26, assuming the newspaper survives that long.  


Seated at a large, vacant desk in a lowly­lit room just after 6 


a.m., the 62­year ­old photojournalist looked over his 


assignments for the day from his Macintosh notebook. On 


either side him were two police scanners set at different 


frequencies. Rizer has three more scanners in his tan­


colored Buick, and what he refers to as his “background 


music” is almost always kept on and at an audible level, 


whether at home or work.  


But, as helpful as the scanners have been over the years in 


helping Rizer develop a niche for spot news, not even they 


were able to tip him off to The Times Co.’s threat to shutter the paper.  


“It hit like a ton of bricks,” he remembers.  


When he had volunteered for the buyout just weeks before the threat came down, he knew The Globe was 


struggling financially, but so was the rest of the media industry. The economy was in similar shape. 


Nearing retirement age, Rizer felt the incentive package, which included a good chunk of money and 


medical coverage for a year, was too appealing to pass up. He knew he would miss The Globe, his work 


and colleagues, but the buyout would enable him to be reasonably comfortable while he looks for 


another job, possibly teaching and doing freelance photography on the side. However, Rizer ’s departure 


does not mean his wallet is immune from feeling the company ’s next cuts as retirement benefits are 


rumored to be on the chopping block.  


Yet, looking back on the decision to leave the job he loves, Rizer now considers himself lucky when he 


thinks of what may be in store for many of his co­workers.  


“I feel guilty because I ’m the one getting out just in the nick of time,” he said. “There are certainly a lot of 


people who are worried about the future of the place.” 


“We’re not running on skeleton staff right now,” he continued.  “But we’re certainly considerably 


reduced. And maybe we could take a small hit in the near future, but then, how much more are you 


going to reduce?” 


Worried and uncertain, but still optimistic  


Writer’s note: For this story, about 200 of The Globe ’s 300­person editorial staff were e­mailed in mid­


April requesting their thoughts on the paper’s current circumstances and its uncertain future. Twenty­


five of them responded, 18 of these declined to comment, commonly citing such reasons as being too 


busy or being uncomfortable to speak on the topic.  


But, of the seven Globe newsroom staff members interviewed – Rizer, Mooney, sports columnist Dan 


Shaughnessy, chief imaging technician John Ioven, an editor who requested anonymity, deputy bureau 


chief Joseph Williams and foreign policy reporter Farah Stockman, both from the Washington D.C. 


bureau – each expressed concern for their company ’s future.  


The editor who asked to remain anonymous was in the process of leaving The Globe for another career 


entirely when they were interviewed.  


“I left The Globe because I was concerned about its future,” said the editor, who has since left the paper.  


The 42­year ­old has two children in grade school to support and was “worried that there would not be 


an outlet for the [kind of stories I write] in the new, trimmer Globe.” 


“I tried for a long time to find another job that would allow me to still consider myself a  ‘journalist, ’ but 


the industry as a whole is in such terrible shape right now,” the editor said after spending two decades in 


journalism.  


When the editor joined The Globe over eight years ago, the editorial staff was over 500. Since then, 200 


have been cut and the editor expects the newsroom staff to dip below 100 over the next couple of years 


before eventually settling near 50.  


“It ’s a very scary time, and there ’s been a lot of uncertainty in the industry,” said Shaughnessy.  “This 


certainly is kind of a shocking thing to deal with. We’re putting out a good paper and just hoping for the 


best. That ’s about all you can do at this point. It ’s not a good time.” 


After a 32­year career in journalism with other gigs in sports media, including 11 books, television 


appearances on NESN and contributions to ESPN Magazine, Shaughnessy is less worried about his own 


situation and is instead concerned about his colleagues ’. 


“I’m more worried about people with young children, and this is their only means – their livelihood,” he 


said.  


Shaughnessy, who grew up in Groton, Mass., reading The Globe, said if the paper closed he would just 


hope the phone rang, but the prospect of landing a job with a newspaper – especially with his 300 co­


workers also seeking employment – would be grim in an already “shrinking landscape.” 


The paper ’s threatened future has spurred a steady buzz of rumors among the staff about what has been 


happening during the non­public negotiations between union officials, management and ownership, and 


all that talk has hurt employee morale around company headquarters, Shaughnessy said.  


Daniel Totten, president of the Boston Newspaper Guild (BNG) which represents over 700 Globe 


employees, also said the rumors regarding The Globe ’s fate are prevalent in the newsroom.  


“They do nothing to help an already­stressful situation. They only fuel the fire as speculation, innuendo 


and the like have no value to our members’ futures,” said Totten, who has worked at The Globe ’s 


advertising sales department since 1980.  


In Washington D.C., speculation and uncertainty exist as well. The bureau includes nine, soon­to­be 


eight, staff members – Williams, bureau chief Peter Canellos, an office manager and six reporters. 


Reporter Sasha Issenberg is expected to leave the bureau in coming months, having just accepted a 


buyout.  


Stockman, 34, who started with The Globe in 2000, remembered how she and fellow D.C. staff first heard 


of The Times Co.’s recent threat in an article posted on the Romenesko blog, which initially caused 


confusion for Stockman and crew since they had not yet been contacted by management or union 


representatives.  


One of the largest D.C. bureaus of any regional newspaper, closing the location could be a quick cost ­


cutting method. Politico.com reporter Michael Calderone noted in an article published April 9 titled, 


“Will Globe close shop in D.C.?” that closing bureaus in the nation’s capital has been a common money­


saving approach other newspapers have taken.  


Stockman, a Harvard grad, said Calderone ’s article has been well­read by the bureau’s personnel.  


“I think everybody in the industry right now has to look at what their options are and whether it ’s 


realistic to think you ’ll be a newspaper reporter for the rest of your life or whether there are other things 


that should be considered,” she said.  


Ioven started with The Globe when he was 19 and stuck with his hometown paper for 32 years as plans to 


be a police officer fell through, despite scoring a 96 on his application exam. Now 51, married with two 


kids, he said despite most employees having their own sources from management to find out what ’s 


going on with negotiations,  “a lot of people look like they’re running scared.” 


“They ’re making poor decisions,” he continued.  “I have no control over that. If shit hits the fan I want to 


know that I did my best. But, I ’m scared, too.” 


Williams, Stockman’s co­worker who has spent 25 of his 47 years in journalism, said he ’s reminded daily 


of the frustration sweeping the newspaper industry. He rides a bus, then the Metro, to get to his office in 


the nation’s capital, and on his way to work, he sees people of all ages reading various print publications. 


Every morning, like clockwork, an older man drives up to Williams ’ bus stop in a Lexus SUV, pulls over, 


parks, gets out of his car, walks past the coin box for The Washington Post and past the coin box for The 


New York Times to grab a free copy of The Washington Metro. It ’s frustrating because people want to 


read, said Williams, but print newspapers are missing something that many readers are looking for, and 


the Internet has yet to provide a cost­effective business model.  


As Rizer put it, “it’s an ugly scene across the country.” 


(Editor's Note: This is the first part in a three­part series published in print and on DailyCollegian.com 


on subsequent days beginning Monday, April 27. Readers can view parts  two  and three on 


DailyCollegian.com.)  


This story will also be published online at GazetteNET.com by The Daily Hampshire Gazette, where 


Matt Rocheleau is a contributing writer.  


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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Great article. I haven't heard many people talk about this aspect, but if the newspaper style of journalism goes away, the news 
product that is left will be woefully incomplete due to a lack of robust sources. Sources will be hesitant to put their mug on TV or 
talk to a blogger because they're nowhere near as credible as newspapers have been over the years. The more trustworthy 
blogs will probably gain that credibility in a few years, but TV's visual­first attitude will always hamper its news credibility, 
except in the case of longform exclusive interviews. 


I don't see as I have any choice. 
I have made the decision to cease buying the New York Times. 
Now all I need to know 
is what other products "The New York Times Company" gains money from. 
And for the rest of us, where will we be without print journalism if  
the economy gets to a point so that on­line electricity becomes a "luxury" we can not afford? 


Sad to see the true foundation of American journalism being flushed down the tube. While the Internet has been great on many 
fronts, it presents an extremely poor business model for the news gathering industry. Paid subscriptions for online content is the 
only answer. Viewers have become numb to all the spam advertising on these pages, so even with existing ads, revenue is 
declining. It is an unrealistic expectation that everything should continue to be free with online content. However, as long as 
people are willing to receive there news via Twitter, Digg, and the like, this trend will continue. Here's to the good ol' days!  


This is a really great article, if heartbreaking. Thanks. 


Great article, I'm looking forward to reading the next two.


The decline of print journalism is an absolute tragedy. People don't always realize that newspaper 
journalists are the real reporters.... not the people you see on TV, who get all their news from the 
newspaper then regurgetate (sp?) it back on the air. Once the Globe goes out of business there will be 
dramatically less news on TV (and everywhere)... you watch. 


If you find the real news and print it, people will read it... but not faux news, no matter how pretty it is packaged. 


 


Matt Rocheleau/Collegian


The Boston Globe headquarters at 135 Morrissey 
Boulevard in Dorchester may shut down if the company
cannot meet The New York Times Co.'s demands to cut
$20 million by May 1.  


The New York Times Co. threatens to 
close The Boston Globe if demands 
aren't met by May 1st.
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 Just before his week ended, Boston Globe political reporter 


Brian C. Mooney overheard conversations which would 


spread through the newsroom at  135 Morrissey Boulevard 


in Dorchester , Mass., like wildfire. Fifteen feet away from his 


desk, a reporter from the business section and the business 


editor discussed an article nearing its deadline for the next 


morning’s paper. Despite word leaking out fewer than 48 


hours after April Fool ’s Day, the story was no joke and 


prompted anything but laughter from Mooney and his co­


workers.  


“It was shock; it was worry; it was anger, ” he recalled.  


After 137 years, New England ’s largest newspaper, its 1.84 


million weekly print readers, four million unique online 


monthly visitors and its 2,200 full­time and 550 part­time 


employees learned The Boston Globe had a 30­day, May 1st 


deadline from The New York Times Company to cut $20 


million, or else the publication ’s presses will stop and its 


doors will shut – for good.  


The lucky one  


As a Boston College undergraduate, George Rizer joined The 


Globe for a photography internship in 1970. When the 23­


year ­old, Bridgewater, Mass., landed his first “real job” with 


the newspaper, he ended his studies several courses shy of 


earning a bachelor ’s from B.C. Thirty­nine years later he is 


poised to leave his beloved career the same way he left 


college – slightly sooner than planned.  


In March, Rizer accepted a buyout package with 23 other 


newsroom staff members including fellow photographers 


Mark Wilson and Steve Haines. Rizer’s last day will be June 


26, assuming the newspaper survives that long.  


Seated at a large, vacant desk in a lowly­lit room just after 6 


a.m., the 62­year ­old photojournalist looked over his 


assignments for the day from his Macintosh notebook. On 


either side him were two police scanners set at different 


frequencies. Rizer has three more scanners in his tan­


colored Buick, and what he refers to as his “background 


music” is almost always kept on and at an audible level, 


whether at home or work.  


But, as helpful as the scanners have been over the years in 


helping Rizer develop a niche for spot news, not even they 


were able to tip him off to The Times Co.’s threat to shutter the paper.  


“It hit like a ton of bricks,” he remembers.  


When he had volunteered for the buyout just weeks before the threat came down, he knew The Globe was 


struggling financially, but so was the rest of the media industry. The economy was in similar shape. 


Nearing retirement age, Rizer felt the incentive package, which included a good chunk of money and 


medical coverage for a year, was too appealing to pass up. He knew he would miss The Globe, his work 


and colleagues, but the buyout would enable him to be reasonably comfortable while he looks for 


another job, possibly teaching and doing freelance photography on the side. However, Rizer ’s departure 


does not mean his wallet is immune from feeling the company ’s next cuts as retirement benefits are 


rumored to be on the chopping block.  


Yet, looking back on the decision to leave the job he loves, Rizer now considers himself lucky when he 


thinks of what may be in store for many of his co­workers.  


“I feel guilty because I ’m the one getting out just in the nick of time,” he said. “There are certainly a lot of 


people who are worried about the future of the place.” 


“We’re not running on skeleton staff right now,” he continued.  “But we’re certainly considerably 


reduced. And maybe we could take a small hit in the near future, but then, how much more are you 


going to reduce?” 


Worried and uncertain, but still optimistic  


Writer’s note: For this story, about 200 of The Globe ’s 300­person editorial staff were e­mailed in mid­


April requesting their thoughts on the paper’s current circumstances and its uncertain future. Twenty­


five of them responded, 18 of these declined to comment, commonly citing such reasons as being too 


busy or being uncomfortable to speak on the topic.  


But, of the seven Globe newsroom staff members interviewed – Rizer, Mooney, sports columnist Dan 


Shaughnessy, chief imaging technician John Ioven, an editor who requested anonymity, deputy bureau 


chief Joseph Williams and foreign policy reporter Farah Stockman, both from the Washington D.C. 


bureau – each expressed concern for their company ’s future.  


The editor who asked to remain anonymous was in the process of leaving The Globe for another career 


entirely when they were interviewed.  


“I left The Globe because I was concerned about its future,” said the editor, who has since left the paper.  


The 42­year ­old has two children in grade school to support and was “worried that there would not be 


an outlet for the [kind of stories I write] in the new, trimmer Globe.” 


“I tried for a long time to find another job that would allow me to still consider myself a  ‘journalist, ’ but 


the industry as a whole is in such terrible shape right now,” the editor said after spending two decades in 


journalism.  


When the editor joined The Globe over eight years ago, the editorial staff was over 500. Since then, 200 


have been cut and the editor expects the newsroom staff to dip below 100 over the next couple of years 


before eventually settling near 50.  


“It ’s a very scary time, and there ’s been a lot of uncertainty in the industry,” said Shaughnessy.  “This 


certainly is kind of a shocking thing to deal with. We’re putting out a good paper and just hoping for the 


best. That ’s about all you can do at this point. It ’s not a good time.” 


After a 32­year career in journalism with other gigs in sports media, including 11 books, television 


appearances on NESN and contributions to ESPN Magazine, Shaughnessy is less worried about his own 


situation and is instead concerned about his colleagues ’. 


“I’m more worried about people with young children, and this is their only means – their livelihood,” he 


said.  


Shaughnessy, who grew up in Groton, Mass., reading The Globe, said if the paper closed he would just 


hope the phone rang, but the prospect of landing a job with a newspaper – especially with his 300 co­


workers also seeking employment – would be grim in an already “shrinking landscape.” 


The paper ’s threatened future has spurred a steady buzz of rumors among the staff about what has been 


happening during the non­public negotiations between union officials, management and ownership, and 


all that talk has hurt employee morale around company headquarters, Shaughnessy said.  


Daniel Totten, president of the Boston Newspaper Guild (BNG) which represents over 700 Globe 


employees, also said the rumors regarding The Globe ’s fate are prevalent in the newsroom.  


“They do nothing to help an already­stressful situation. They only fuel the fire as speculation, innuendo 


and the like have no value to our members’ futures,” said Totten, who has worked at The Globe ’s 


advertising sales department since 1980.  


In Washington D.C., speculation and uncertainty exist as well. The bureau includes nine, soon­to­be 


eight, staff members – Williams, bureau chief Peter Canellos, an office manager and six reporters. 


Reporter Sasha Issenberg is expected to leave the bureau in coming months, having just accepted a 


buyout.  


Stockman, 34, who started with The Globe in 2000, remembered how she and fellow D.C. staff first heard 


of The Times Co.’s recent threat in an article posted on the Romenesko blog, which initially caused 


confusion for Stockman and crew since they had not yet been contacted by management or union 


representatives.  


One of the largest D.C. bureaus of any regional newspaper, closing the location could be a quick cost ­


cutting method. Politico.com reporter Michael Calderone noted in an article published April 9 titled, 


“Will Globe close shop in D.C.?” that closing bureaus in the nation’s capital has been a common money­


saving approach other newspapers have taken.  


Stockman, a Harvard grad, said Calderone ’s article has been well­read by the bureau’s personnel.  


“I think everybody in the industry right now has to look at what their options are and whether it ’s 


realistic to think you ’ll be a newspaper reporter for the rest of your life or whether there are other things 


that should be considered,” she said.  


Ioven started with The Globe when he was 19 and stuck with his hometown paper for 32 years as plans to 


be a police officer fell through, despite scoring a 96 on his application exam. Now 51, married with two 


kids, he said despite most employees having their own sources from management to find out what ’s 


going on with negotiations,  “a lot of people look like they’re running scared.” 


“They ’re making poor decisions,” he continued.  “I have no control over that. If shit hits the fan I want to 


know that I did my best. But, I ’m scared, too.” 


Williams, Stockman’s co­worker who has spent 25 of his 47 years in journalism, said he ’s reminded daily 


of the frustration sweeping the newspaper industry. He rides a bus, then the Metro, to get to his office in 


the nation’s capital, and on his way to work, he sees people of all ages reading various print publications. 


Every morning, like clockwork, an older man drives up to Williams ’ bus stop in a Lexus SUV, pulls over, 


parks, gets out of his car, walks past the coin box for The Washington Post and past the coin box for The 


New York Times to grab a free copy of The Washington Metro. It ’s frustrating because people want to 


read, said Williams, but print newspapers are missing something that many readers are looking for, and 


the Internet has yet to provide a cost­effective business model.  


As Rizer put it, “it’s an ugly scene across the country.” 


(Editor's Note: This is the first part in a three­part series published in print and on DailyCollegian.com 


on subsequent days beginning Monday, April 27. Readers can view parts  two  and three on 


DailyCollegian.com.)  


This story will also be published online at GazetteNET.com by The Daily Hampshire Gazette, where 


Matt Rocheleau is a contributing writer.  


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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Great article. I haven't heard many people talk about this aspect, but if the newspaper style of journalism goes away, the news 
product that is left will be woefully incomplete due to a lack of robust sources. Sources will be hesitant to put their mug on TV or 
talk to a blogger because they're nowhere near as credible as newspapers have been over the years. The more trustworthy 
blogs will probably gain that credibility in a few years, but TV's visual­first attitude will always hamper its news credibility, 
except in the case of longform exclusive interviews. 


I don't see as I have any choice. 
I have made the decision to cease buying the New York Times. 
Now all I need to know 
is what other products "The New York Times Company" gains money from. 
And for the rest of us, where will we be without print journalism if  
the economy gets to a point so that on­line electricity becomes a "luxury" we can not afford? 


Sad to see the true foundation of American journalism being flushed down the tube. While the Internet has been great on many 
fronts, it presents an extremely poor business model for the news gathering industry. Paid subscriptions for online content is the 
only answer. Viewers have become numb to all the spam advertising on these pages, so even with existing ads, revenue is 
declining. It is an unrealistic expectation that everything should continue to be free with online content. However, as long as 
people are willing to receive there news via Twitter, Digg, and the like, this trend will continue. Here's to the good ol' days!  


This is a really great article, if heartbreaking. Thanks. 


Great article, I'm looking forward to reading the next two.


The decline of print journalism is an absolute tragedy. People don't always realize that newspaper 
journalists are the real reporters.... not the people you see on TV, who get all their news from the 
newspaper then regurgetate (sp?) it back on the air. Once the Globe goes out of business there will be 
dramatically less news on TV (and everywhere)... you watch. 


If you find the real news and print it, people will read it... but not faux news, no matter how pretty it is packaged. 


 


Matt Rocheleau/Collegian


The Boston Globe headquarters at 135 Morrissey 
Boulevard in Dorchester may shut down if the company
cannot meet The New York Times Co.'s demands to cut
$20 million by May 1.  


The New York Times Co. threatens to 
close The Boston Globe if demands 
aren't met by May 1st.
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 Just before his week ended, Boston Globe political reporter 


Brian C. Mooney overheard conversations which would 


spread through the newsroom at  135 Morrissey Boulevard 


in Dorchester , Mass., like wildfire. Fifteen feet away from his 


desk, a reporter from the business section and the business 


editor discussed an article nearing its deadline for the next 


morning’s paper. Despite word leaking out fewer than 48 


hours after April Fool ’s Day, the story was no joke and 


prompted anything but laughter from Mooney and his co­


workers.  


“It was shock; it was worry; it was anger, ” he recalled.  


After 137 years, New England ’s largest newspaper, its 1.84 


million weekly print readers, four million unique online 


monthly visitors and its 2,200 full­time and 550 part­time 


employees learned The Boston Globe had a 30­day, May 1st 


deadline from The New York Times Company to cut $20 


million, or else the publication ’s presses will stop and its 


doors will shut – for good.  


The lucky one  


As a Boston College undergraduate, George Rizer joined The 


Globe for a photography internship in 1970. When the 23­


year ­old, Bridgewater, Mass., landed his first “real job” with 


the newspaper, he ended his studies several courses shy of 


earning a bachelor ’s from B.C. Thirty­nine years later he is 


poised to leave his beloved career the same way he left 


college – slightly sooner than planned.  


In March, Rizer accepted a buyout package with 23 other 


newsroom staff members including fellow photographers 


Mark Wilson and Steve Haines. Rizer’s last day will be June 


26, assuming the newspaper survives that long.  


Seated at a large, vacant desk in a lowly­lit room just after 6 


a.m., the 62­year ­old photojournalist looked over his 


assignments for the day from his Macintosh notebook. On 


either side him were two police scanners set at different 


frequencies. Rizer has three more scanners in his tan­


colored Buick, and what he refers to as his “background 


music” is almost always kept on and at an audible level, 


whether at home or work.  


But, as helpful as the scanners have been over the years in 


helping Rizer develop a niche for spot news, not even they 


were able to tip him off to The Times Co.’s threat to shutter the paper.  


“It hit like a ton of bricks,” he remembers.  


When he had volunteered for the buyout just weeks before the threat came down, he knew The Globe was 


struggling financially, but so was the rest of the media industry. The economy was in similar shape. 


Nearing retirement age, Rizer felt the incentive package, which included a good chunk of money and 


medical coverage for a year, was too appealing to pass up. He knew he would miss The Globe, his work 


and colleagues, but the buyout would enable him to be reasonably comfortable while he looks for 


another job, possibly teaching and doing freelance photography on the side. However, Rizer ’s departure 


does not mean his wallet is immune from feeling the company ’s next cuts as retirement benefits are 


rumored to be on the chopping block.  


Yet, looking back on the decision to leave the job he loves, Rizer now considers himself lucky when he 


thinks of what may be in store for many of his co­workers.  


“I feel guilty because I ’m the one getting out just in the nick of time,” he said. “There are certainly a lot of 


people who are worried about the future of the place.” 


“We’re not running on skeleton staff right now,” he continued.  “But we’re certainly considerably 


reduced. And maybe we could take a small hit in the near future, but then, how much more are you 


going to reduce?” 


Worried and uncertain, but still optimistic  


Writer’s note: For this story, about 200 of The Globe ’s 300­person editorial staff were e­mailed in mid­


April requesting their thoughts on the paper’s current circumstances and its uncertain future. Twenty­


five of them responded, 18 of these declined to comment, commonly citing such reasons as being too 


busy or being uncomfortable to speak on the topic.  


But, of the seven Globe newsroom staff members interviewed – Rizer, Mooney, sports columnist Dan 


Shaughnessy, chief imaging technician John Ioven, an editor who requested anonymity, deputy bureau 


chief Joseph Williams and foreign policy reporter Farah Stockman, both from the Washington D.C. 


bureau – each expressed concern for their company ’s future.  


The editor who asked to remain anonymous was in the process of leaving The Globe for another career 


entirely when they were interviewed.  


“I left The Globe because I was concerned about its future,” said the editor, who has since left the paper.  


The 42­year ­old has two children in grade school to support and was “worried that there would not be 


an outlet for the [kind of stories I write] in the new, trimmer Globe.” 


“I tried for a long time to find another job that would allow me to still consider myself a  ‘journalist, ’ but 


the industry as a whole is in such terrible shape right now,” the editor said after spending two decades in 


journalism.  


When the editor joined The Globe over eight years ago, the editorial staff was over 500. Since then, 200 


have been cut and the editor expects the newsroom staff to dip below 100 over the next couple of years 


before eventually settling near 50.  


“It ’s a very scary time, and there ’s been a lot of uncertainty in the industry,” said Shaughnessy.  “This 


certainly is kind of a shocking thing to deal with. We’re putting out a good paper and just hoping for the 


best. That ’s about all you can do at this point. It ’s not a good time.” 


After a 32­year career in journalism with other gigs in sports media, including 11 books, television 


appearances on NESN and contributions to ESPN Magazine, Shaughnessy is less worried about his own 


situation and is instead concerned about his colleagues ’. 


“I’m more worried about people with young children, and this is their only means – their livelihood,” he 


said.  


Shaughnessy, who grew up in Groton, Mass., reading The Globe, said if the paper closed he would just 


hope the phone rang, but the prospect of landing a job with a newspaper – especially with his 300 co­


workers also seeking employment – would be grim in an already “shrinking landscape.” 


The paper ’s threatened future has spurred a steady buzz of rumors among the staff about what has been 


happening during the non­public negotiations between union officials, management and ownership, and 


all that talk has hurt employee morale around company headquarters, Shaughnessy said.  


Daniel Totten, president of the Boston Newspaper Guild (BNG) which represents over 700 Globe 


employees, also said the rumors regarding The Globe ’s fate are prevalent in the newsroom.  


“They do nothing to help an already­stressful situation. They only fuel the fire as speculation, innuendo 


and the like have no value to our members’ futures,” said Totten, who has worked at The Globe ’s 


advertising sales department since 1980.  


In Washington D.C., speculation and uncertainty exist as well. The bureau includes nine, soon­to­be 


eight, staff members – Williams, bureau chief Peter Canellos, an office manager and six reporters. 


Reporter Sasha Issenberg is expected to leave the bureau in coming months, having just accepted a 


buyout.  


Stockman, 34, who started with The Globe in 2000, remembered how she and fellow D.C. staff first heard 


of The Times Co.’s recent threat in an article posted on the Romenesko blog, which initially caused 


confusion for Stockman and crew since they had not yet been contacted by management or union 


representatives.  


One of the largest D.C. bureaus of any regional newspaper, closing the location could be a quick cost ­


cutting method. Politico.com reporter Michael Calderone noted in an article published April 9 titled, 


“Will Globe close shop in D.C.?” that closing bureaus in the nation’s capital has been a common money­


saving approach other newspapers have taken.  


Stockman, a Harvard grad, said Calderone ’s article has been well­read by the bureau’s personnel.  


“I think everybody in the industry right now has to look at what their options are and whether it ’s 


realistic to think you ’ll be a newspaper reporter for the rest of your life or whether there are other things 


that should be considered,” she said.  


Ioven started with The Globe when he was 19 and stuck with his hometown paper for 32 years as plans to 


be a police officer fell through, despite scoring a 96 on his application exam. Now 51, married with two 


kids, he said despite most employees having their own sources from management to find out what ’s 


going on with negotiations,  “a lot of people look like they’re running scared.” 


“They ’re making poor decisions,” he continued.  “I have no control over that. If shit hits the fan I want to 


know that I did my best. But, I ’m scared, too.” 


Williams, Stockman’s co­worker who has spent 25 of his 47 years in journalism, said he ’s reminded daily 


of the frustration sweeping the newspaper industry. He rides a bus, then the Metro, to get to his office in 


the nation’s capital, and on his way to work, he sees people of all ages reading various print publications. 


Every morning, like clockwork, an older man drives up to Williams ’ bus stop in a Lexus SUV, pulls over, 


parks, gets out of his car, walks past the coin box for The Washington Post and past the coin box for The 


New York Times to grab a free copy of The Washington Metro. It ’s frustrating because people want to 


read, said Williams, but print newspapers are missing something that many readers are looking for, and 


the Internet has yet to provide a cost­effective business model.  


As Rizer put it, “it’s an ugly scene across the country.” 


(Editor's Note: This is the first part in a three­part series published in print and on DailyCollegian.com 


on subsequent days beginning Monday, April 27. Readers can view parts  two  and three on 


DailyCollegian.com.)  


This story will also be published online at GazetteNET.com by The Daily Hampshire Gazette, where 


Matt Rocheleau is a contributing writer.  


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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Great article. I haven't heard many people talk about this aspect, but if the newspaper style of journalism goes away, the news 
product that is left will be woefully incomplete due to a lack of robust sources. Sources will be hesitant to put their mug on TV or 
talk to a blogger because they're nowhere near as credible as newspapers have been over the years. The more trustworthy 
blogs will probably gain that credibility in a few years, but TV's visual­first attitude will always hamper its news credibility, 
except in the case of longform exclusive interviews. 


I don't see as I have any choice. 
I have made the decision to cease buying the New York Times. 
Now all I need to know 
is what other products "The New York Times Company" gains money from. 
And for the rest of us, where will we be without print journalism if  
the economy gets to a point so that on­line electricity becomes a "luxury" we can not afford? 


Sad to see the true foundation of American journalism being flushed down the tube. While the Internet has been great on many 
fronts, it presents an extremely poor business model for the news gathering industry. Paid subscriptions for online content is the 
only answer. Viewers have become numb to all the spam advertising on these pages, so even with existing ads, revenue is 
declining. It is an unrealistic expectation that everything should continue to be free with online content. However, as long as 
people are willing to receive there news via Twitter, Digg, and the like, this trend will continue. Here's to the good ol' days!  


This is a really great article, if heartbreaking. Thanks. 


Great article, I'm looking forward to reading the next two.


The decline of print journalism is an absolute tragedy. People don't always realize that newspaper 
journalists are the real reporters.... not the people you see on TV, who get all their news from the 
newspaper then regurgetate (sp?) it back on the air. Once the Globe goes out of business there will be 
dramatically less news on TV (and everywhere)... you watch. 


If you find the real news and print it, people will read it... but not faux news, no matter how pretty it is packaged. 
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The Boston Globe headquarters at 135 Morrissey 
Boulevard in Dorchester may shut down if the company
cannot meet The New York Times Co.'s demands to cut
$20 million by May 1.  
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 Just before his week ended, Boston Globe political reporter 


Brian C. Mooney overheard conversations which would 


spread through the newsroom at  135 Morrissey Boulevard 


in Dorchester , Mass., like wildfire. Fifteen feet away from his 


desk, a reporter from the business section and the business 


editor discussed an article nearing its deadline for the next 


morning’s paper. Despite word leaking out fewer than 48 


hours after April Fool ’s Day, the story was no joke and 


prompted anything but laughter from Mooney and his co­


workers.  


“It was shock; it was worry; it was anger, ” he recalled.  


After 137 years, New England ’s largest newspaper, its 1.84 


million weekly print readers, four million unique online 


monthly visitors and its 2,200 full­time and 550 part­time 


employees learned The Boston Globe had a 30­day, May 1st 


deadline from The New York Times Company to cut $20 


million, or else the publication ’s presses will stop and its 


doors will shut – for good.  


The lucky one  


As a Boston College undergraduate, George Rizer joined The 


Globe for a photography internship in 1970. When the 23­


year ­old, Bridgewater, Mass., landed his first “real job” with 


the newspaper, he ended his studies several courses shy of 


earning a bachelor ’s from B.C. Thirty­nine years later he is 


poised to leave his beloved career the same way he left 


college – slightly sooner than planned.  


In March, Rizer accepted a buyout package with 23 other 


newsroom staff members including fellow photographers 


Mark Wilson and Steve Haines. Rizer’s last day will be June 


26, assuming the newspaper survives that long.  


Seated at a large, vacant desk in a lowly­lit room just after 6 


a.m., the 62­year ­old photojournalist looked over his 


assignments for the day from his Macintosh notebook. On 


either side him were two police scanners set at different 


frequencies. Rizer has three more scanners in his tan­


colored Buick, and what he refers to as his “background 


music” is almost always kept on and at an audible level, 


whether at home or work.  


But, as helpful as the scanners have been over the years in 


helping Rizer develop a niche for spot news, not even they 


were able to tip him off to The Times Co.’s threat to shutter the paper.  


“It hit like a ton of bricks,” he remembers.  


When he had volunteered for the buyout just weeks before the threat came down, he knew The Globe was 


struggling financially, but so was the rest of the media industry. The economy was in similar shape. 


Nearing retirement age, Rizer felt the incentive package, which included a good chunk of money and 


medical coverage for a year, was too appealing to pass up. He knew he would miss The Globe, his work 


and colleagues, but the buyout would enable him to be reasonably comfortable while he looks for 


another job, possibly teaching and doing freelance photography on the side. However, Rizer ’s departure 


does not mean his wallet is immune from feeling the company ’s next cuts as retirement benefits are 


rumored to be on the chopping block.  


Yet, looking back on the decision to leave the job he loves, Rizer now considers himself lucky when he 


thinks of what may be in store for many of his co­workers.  


“I feel guilty because I ’m the one getting out just in the nick of time,” he said. “There are certainly a lot of 


people who are worried about the future of the place.” 


“We’re not running on skeleton staff right now,” he continued.  “But we’re certainly considerably 


reduced. And maybe we could take a small hit in the near future, but then, how much more are you 


going to reduce?” 


Worried and uncertain, but still optimistic  


Writer’s note: For this story, about 200 of The Globe ’s 300­person editorial staff were e­mailed in mid­


April requesting their thoughts on the paper’s current circumstances and its uncertain future. Twenty­


five of them responded, 18 of these declined to comment, commonly citing such reasons as being too 


busy or being uncomfortable to speak on the topic.  


But, of the seven Globe newsroom staff members interviewed – Rizer, Mooney, sports columnist Dan 


Shaughnessy, chief imaging technician John Ioven, an editor who requested anonymity, deputy bureau 


chief Joseph Williams and foreign policy reporter Farah Stockman, both from the Washington D.C. 


bureau – each expressed concern for their company ’s future.  


The editor who asked to remain anonymous was in the process of leaving The Globe for another career 


entirely when they were interviewed.  


“I left The Globe because I was concerned about its future,” said the editor, who has since left the paper.  


The 42­year ­old has two children in grade school to support and was “worried that there would not be 


an outlet for the [kind of stories I write] in the new, trimmer Globe.” 


“I tried for a long time to find another job that would allow me to still consider myself a  ‘journalist, ’ but 


the industry as a whole is in such terrible shape right now,” the editor said after spending two decades in 


journalism.  


When the editor joined The Globe over eight years ago, the editorial staff was over 500. Since then, 200 


have been cut and the editor expects the newsroom staff to dip below 100 over the next couple of years 


before eventually settling near 50.  


“It ’s a very scary time, and there ’s been a lot of uncertainty in the industry,” said Shaughnessy.  “This 


certainly is kind of a shocking thing to deal with. We’re putting out a good paper and just hoping for the 


best. That ’s about all you can do at this point. It ’s not a good time.” 


After a 32­year career in journalism with other gigs in sports media, including 11 books, television 


appearances on NESN and contributions to ESPN Magazine, Shaughnessy is less worried about his own 


situation and is instead concerned about his colleagues ’. 


“I’m more worried about people with young children, and this is their only means – their livelihood,” he 


said.  


Shaughnessy, who grew up in Groton, Mass., reading The Globe, said if the paper closed he would just 


hope the phone rang, but the prospect of landing a job with a newspaper – especially with his 300 co­


workers also seeking employment – would be grim in an already “shrinking landscape.” 


The paper ’s threatened future has spurred a steady buzz of rumors among the staff about what has been 


happening during the non­public negotiations between union officials, management and ownership, and 


all that talk has hurt employee morale around company headquarters, Shaughnessy said.  


Daniel Totten, president of the Boston Newspaper Guild (BNG) which represents over 700 Globe 


employees, also said the rumors regarding The Globe ’s fate are prevalent in the newsroom.  


“They do nothing to help an already­stressful situation. They only fuel the fire as speculation, innuendo 


and the like have no value to our members’ futures,” said Totten, who has worked at The Globe ’s 


advertising sales department since 1980.  


In Washington D.C., speculation and uncertainty exist as well. The bureau includes nine, soon­to­be 


eight, staff members – Williams, bureau chief Peter Canellos, an office manager and six reporters. 


Reporter Sasha Issenberg is expected to leave the bureau in coming months, having just accepted a 


buyout.  


Stockman, 34, who started with The Globe in 2000, remembered how she and fellow D.C. staff first heard 


of The Times Co.’s recent threat in an article posted on the Romenesko blog, which initially caused 


confusion for Stockman and crew since they had not yet been contacted by management or union 


representatives.  


One of the largest D.C. bureaus of any regional newspaper, closing the location could be a quick cost ­


cutting method. Politico.com reporter Michael Calderone noted in an article published April 9 titled, 


“Will Globe close shop in D.C.?” that closing bureaus in the nation’s capital has been a common money­


saving approach other newspapers have taken.  


Stockman, a Harvard grad, said Calderone ’s article has been well­read by the bureau’s personnel.  


“I think everybody in the industry right now has to look at what their options are and whether it ’s 


realistic to think you ’ll be a newspaper reporter for the rest of your life or whether there are other things 


that should be considered,” she said.  


Ioven started with The Globe when he was 19 and stuck with his hometown paper for 32 years as plans to 


be a police officer fell through, despite scoring a 96 on his application exam. Now 51, married with two 


kids, he said despite most employees having their own sources from management to find out what ’s 


going on with negotiations,  “a lot of people look like they’re running scared.” 


“They ’re making poor decisions,” he continued.  “I have no control over that. If shit hits the fan I want to 


know that I did my best. But, I ’m scared, too.” 


Williams, Stockman’s co­worker who has spent 25 of his 47 years in journalism, said he ’s reminded daily 


of the frustration sweeping the newspaper industry. He rides a bus, then the Metro, to get to his office in 


the nation’s capital, and on his way to work, he sees people of all ages reading various print publications. 


Every morning, like clockwork, an older man drives up to Williams ’ bus stop in a Lexus SUV, pulls over, 


parks, gets out of his car, walks past the coin box for The Washington Post and past the coin box for The 


New York Times to grab a free copy of The Washington Metro. It ’s frustrating because people want to 


read, said Williams, but print newspapers are missing something that many readers are looking for, and 


the Internet has yet to provide a cost­effective business model.  


As Rizer put it, “it’s an ugly scene across the country.” 


(Editor's Note: This is the first part in a three­part series published in print and on DailyCollegian.com 


on subsequent days beginning Monday, April 27. Readers can view parts  two  and three on 


DailyCollegian.com.)  


This story will also be published online at GazetteNET.com by The Daily Hampshire Gazette, where 


Matt Rocheleau is a contributing writer.  


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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I don't see as I have any choice. 
I have made the decision to cease buying the New York Times. 
Now all I need to know 
is what other products "The New York Times Company" gains money from. 
And for the rest of us, where will we be without print journalism if  
the economy gets to a point so that on­line electricity becomes a "luxury" we can not afford? 


Sad to see the true foundation of American journalism being flushed down the tube. While the Internet has been great on many 
fronts, it presents an extremely poor business model for the news gathering industry. Paid subscriptions for online content is the 
only answer. Viewers have become numb to all the spam advertising on these pages, so even with existing ads, revenue is 
declining. It is an unrealistic expectation that everything should continue to be free with online content. However, as long as 
people are willing to receive there news via Twitter, Digg, and the like, this trend will continue. Here's to the good ol' days!  


This is a really great article, if heartbreaking. Thanks. 


Great article, I'm looking forward to reading the next two.


The decline of print journalism is an absolute tragedy. People don't always realize that newspaper 
journalists are the real reporters.... not the people you see on TV, who get all their news from the 
newspaper then regurgetate (sp?) it back on the air. Once the Globe goes out of business there will be 
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If you find the real news and print it, people will read it... but not faux news, no matter how pretty it is packaged. 
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The Boston Globe headquarters at 135 Morrissey 
Boulevard in Dorchester may shut down if the company
cannot meet The New York Times Co.'s demands to cut
$20 million by May 1.  


The New York Times Co. threatens to 
close The Boston Globe if demands 
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FEATURE | Prepared to go down with the ship (Part 2)
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff


Published: Tuesday, April 28, 2009 
Updated: Wednesday, April 29, 2009 


(Editor’s Note: This is part two of a three­part series 


published in print and on DailyCollegian.com on 


subsequent days beginning Monday, April 27.  Readers can 


view parts one and three on DailyCollegian.com.)  


One hundred and twenty newspapers across the nation have 


closed their doors this year,   and a total of 16,000 reporters 


lost employment in 2008 – a trend with no end in sight.  


In February, The Rocky Mountain News in Denver, Colo. , 


shut down after 150 years of operation. Hopeful to move 


the publication’s readers to the Web, 30 of the Rocky 


Mountain News’ former editorial staff members planned to 


launch INDenverTimes.com on May 4 with a goal of 50,000 


subscriptions to fund the operation. A week ago, site 


developers revealed around 3,000 people pledged to 


subscribe, which caused some of the staff to abandon the 


idea, jeopardizing the project ’s future.  


The Christian Science Monitor has switched from a daily 


print paper to a weekly, online news source. The Seattle 


Post­Intelligencer ceased print as well to focus on the Web. 


Meanwhile, The Hartford Courant, The Chicago Tribune, The 


Chicago Sun­Times, The Los Angeles Times, The 


Philadelphia Inquirer and The Minneapolis Star­Tribune are 


among a list of well­known regional newspapers who have 


filed for bankruptcy recently.  


So, why are many newspapers ’ profits plummeting?  


The main reason is advertising. Readership has declined, 


but companies are investing less in advertising due to the 


weak economy. And, when companies are investing, most 


look to the Internet, TV or radio – not print – and the 


majority of news websites do not generate enough revenue 


to make a profit. Classified ads and job postings have moved 


online as well, to sites like Craigslist, which allow users free 


or cheaper listings than newspaper classifieds.  


As the country ’s 14th largest paper, The Boston Globe – 


which is owned by The New York Times Co. – lost a reported 


$50 million in 2008 and is on track to lose $85 million 


more this year. If it closes shop, which the Times Co. has 


threatened to do, it will be the largest paper to do so.  


“Times pimps, pillages Globe” 


How serious The New York Times Co.’s threats are, no one really knows; or, at least, the people who do 


know aren’t talking.  


The Times Co. has refused to talk about the threat other than confirming the deadline date, while Globe 


management have said little on the looming deadline and negotiation process.   


“We are in the midst of negotiations with our unions. Because of that, we are going to decline to 


comment,” said an e­mail from senior vice president of corporate communications at The Times Co., 


Catherine Mathis.  


The Boston Newspaper Guild has tried to urge The Times Co. and Globe management to allow the 


negotiations to be done in public, but both sides have refused so far.  


Former Globe columnist Eileen McNamara called The Times Co.’s silence, “a curious position for a 


newspaper that ’s in the information business.” 


McNamara worked at the Boston publication for 30 years, including 10 as a columnist, and earned a 


Pulitzer Prize in Commentary in 1997. Feeling that she had “sort of run [her] course” at The Globe, in 


2007 the North Cambridge native took a buyout to teach journalism full time at Brandeis University, 


where she had been working part­time since 1994.  


Three days after The Times Co. announced its threat to shutter The Globe, The Boston Herald published 


McNamara’s column, “Times pimps, pillages Globe,” which resonated with many Globe employees – 


both journalists and those on the production end.  


McNamara received calls or e­mails thanking her for the piece because “they felt that, in part, the 


column in The Herald was speaking for them, too,” she said.  


Summarizing her column, she said,  “I don’t think The New York Times cares about The Boston Globe. I 


don’t think it ever did, except as an economic engine that was going to pump money into New York. And 


since they ’ve bought the paper, they ’ve done nothing but strip it of the things that made it a distinctive 


newspaper.” 


The scenario of ownership trying to cut back or close its publications altogether is common across the 


country, but what she said distinguishes The Globe ’s situation is that its owners are direct competitors in 


the newspaper business.  


Since the Charles H. Taylor family sold their local ownership of The Globe to Times Co. CEO Arthur O. 


Sulzberger for $1.1 billion in 1993, The Globe has faced several rounds of layoffs, pay cuts and buyouts. 


The Globe’s three remaining foreign bureaus were closed in 2007 and the Boston paper has just its 


Washington, D.C., bureau left outside of the offices in Massachusetts . The daily editions of 80 to 90 pages 


from 10 years ago are now 50 to 60 pages, Globe photographer George Rizer pointed out.  


“The Paper of Record,” as The New York Times is sometimes referred to, has had financial troubles of its 


own. Shares have dropped from a high of more than $50 in 2002 to about $5 now. In March, 100 Times 


Co. employees were laid off and salaries were cut by 5 percent. Earlier this month, The Times Co. 


reported a loss of $74.5 million and revenue dropped 19 percent in the first quarter of 2009.  


This story will also be published online at GazetteNET.com by The Daily Hampshire Gazette, where 


Matt Rocheleau is a contributing writer.  


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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At 6:30 a.m., The Globe's newsroom is quiet and 
empty, something that could be permanent if The New 
York Times Co. closes the Boston newspaper.  
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(Editor’s Note: This is part two of a three­part series 


published in print and on DailyCollegian.com on 


subsequent days beginning Monday, April 27.  Readers can 


view parts one and three on DailyCollegian.com.)  


One hundred and twenty newspapers across the nation have 


closed their doors this year,   and a total of 16,000 reporters 


lost employment in 2008 – a trend with no end in sight.  


In February, The Rocky Mountain News in Denver, Colo. , 


shut down after 150 years of operation. Hopeful to move 


the publication’s readers to the Web, 30 of the Rocky 


Mountain News’ former editorial staff members planned to 


launch INDenverTimes.com on May 4 with a goal of 50,000 


subscriptions to fund the operation. A week ago, site 


developers revealed around 3,000 people pledged to 


subscribe, which caused some of the staff to abandon the 


idea, jeopardizing the project ’s future.  


The Christian Science Monitor has switched from a daily 


print paper to a weekly, online news source. The Seattle 


Post­Intelligencer ceased print as well to focus on the Web. 


Meanwhile, The Hartford Courant, The Chicago Tribune, The 


Chicago Sun­Times, The Los Angeles Times, The 


Philadelphia Inquirer and The Minneapolis Star­Tribune are 


among a list of well­known regional newspapers who have 


filed for bankruptcy recently.  


So, why are many newspapers ’ profits plummeting?  


The main reason is advertising. Readership has declined, 


but companies are investing less in advertising due to the 


weak economy. And, when companies are investing, most 


look to the Internet, TV or radio – not print – and the 


majority of news websites do not generate enough revenue 


to make a profit. Classified ads and job postings have moved 


online as well, to sites like Craigslist, which allow users free 


or cheaper listings than newspaper classifieds.  


As the country ’s 14th largest paper, The Boston Globe – 


which is owned by The New York Times Co. – lost a reported 


$50 million in 2008 and is on track to lose $85 million 


more this year. If it closes shop, which the Times Co. has 


threatened to do, it will be the largest paper to do so.  


“Times pimps, pillages Globe” 


How serious The New York Times Co.’s threats are, no one really knows; or, at least, the people who do 


know aren’t talking.  


The Times Co. has refused to talk about the threat other than confirming the deadline date, while Globe 


management have said little on the looming deadline and negotiation process.   


“We are in the midst of negotiations with our unions. Because of that, we are going to decline to 


comment,” said an e­mail from senior vice president of corporate communications at The Times Co., 


Catherine Mathis.  


The Boston Newspaper Guild has tried to urge The Times Co. and Globe management to allow the 


negotiations to be done in public, but both sides have refused so far.  


Former Globe columnist Eileen McNamara called The Times Co.’s silence, “a curious position for a 


newspaper that ’s in the information business.” 


McNamara worked at the Boston publication for 30 years, including 10 as a columnist, and earned a 


Pulitzer Prize in Commentary in 1997. Feeling that she had “sort of run [her] course” at The Globe, in 


2007 the North Cambridge native took a buyout to teach journalism full time at Brandeis University, 


where she had been working part­time since 1994.  


Three days after The Times Co. announced its threat to shutter The Globe, The Boston Herald published 


McNamara’s column, “Times pimps, pillages Globe,” which resonated with many Globe employees – 


both journalists and those on the production end.  


McNamara received calls or e­mails thanking her for the piece because “they felt that, in part, the 


column in The Herald was speaking for them, too,” she said.  


Summarizing her column, she said,  “I don’t think The New York Times cares about The Boston Globe. I 


don’t think it ever did, except as an economic engine that was going to pump money into New York. And 


since they ’ve bought the paper, they ’ve done nothing but strip it of the things that made it a distinctive 


newspaper.” 


The scenario of ownership trying to cut back or close its publications altogether is common across the 


country, but what she said distinguishes The Globe ’s situation is that its owners are direct competitors in 


the newspaper business.  


Since the Charles H. Taylor family sold their local ownership of The Globe to Times Co. CEO Arthur O. 


Sulzberger for $1.1 billion in 1993, The Globe has faced several rounds of layoffs, pay cuts and buyouts. 


The Globe’s three remaining foreign bureaus were closed in 2007 and the Boston paper has just its 


Washington, D.C., bureau left outside of the offices in Massachusetts . The daily editions of 80 to 90 pages 


from 10 years ago are now 50 to 60 pages, Globe photographer George Rizer pointed out.  


“The Paper of Record,” as The New York Times is sometimes referred to, has had financial troubles of its 


own. Shares have dropped from a high of more than $50 in 2002 to about $5 now. In March, 100 Times 


Co. employees were laid off and salaries were cut by 5 percent. Earlier this month, The Times Co. 


reported a loss of $74.5 million and revenue dropped 19 percent in the first quarter of 2009.  


This story will also be published online at GazetteNET.com by The Daily Hampshire Gazette, where 


Matt Rocheleau is a contributing writer.  


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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One hundred and twenty newspapers across the nation have 


closed their doors this year,   and a total of 16,000 reporters 


lost employment in 2008 – a trend with no end in sight.  


In February, The Rocky Mountain News in Denver, Colo. , 


shut down after 150 years of operation. Hopeful to move 


the publication’s readers to the Web, 30 of the Rocky 


Mountain News’ former editorial staff members planned to 


launch INDenverTimes.com on May 4 with a goal of 50,000 


subscriptions to fund the operation. A week ago, site 


developers revealed around 3,000 people pledged to 


subscribe, which caused some of the staff to abandon the 


idea, jeopardizing the project ’s future.  


The Christian Science Monitor has switched from a daily 


print paper to a weekly, online news source. The Seattle 


Post­Intelligencer ceased print as well to focus on the Web. 


Meanwhile, The Hartford Courant, The Chicago Tribune, The 


Chicago Sun­Times, The Los Angeles Times, The 


Philadelphia Inquirer and The Minneapolis Star­Tribune are 


among a list of well­known regional newspapers who have 


filed for bankruptcy recently.  


So, why are many newspapers ’ profits plummeting?  


The main reason is advertising. Readership has declined, 


but companies are investing less in advertising due to the 


weak economy. And, when companies are investing, most 


look to the Internet, TV or radio – not print – and the 


majority of news websites do not generate enough revenue 


to make a profit. Classified ads and job postings have moved 


online as well, to sites like Craigslist, which allow users free 


or cheaper listings than newspaper classifieds.  


As the country ’s 14th largest paper, The Boston Globe – 


which is owned by The New York Times Co. – lost a reported 


$50 million in 2008 and is on track to lose $85 million 


more this year. If it closes shop, which the Times Co. has 


threatened to do, it will be the largest paper to do so.  


“Times pimps, pillages Globe” 


How serious The New York Times Co.’s threats are, no one really knows; or, at least, the people who do 


know aren’t talking.  


The Times Co. has refused to talk about the threat other than confirming the deadline date, while Globe 


management have said little on the looming deadline and negotiation process.   


“We are in the midst of negotiations with our unions. Because of that, we are going to decline to 


comment,” said an e­mail from senior vice president of corporate communications at The Times Co., 


Catherine Mathis.  


The Boston Newspaper Guild has tried to urge The Times Co. and Globe management to allow the 


negotiations to be done in public, but both sides have refused so far.  


Former Globe columnist Eileen McNamara called The Times Co.’s silence, “a curious position for a 


newspaper that ’s in the information business.” 


McNamara worked at the Boston publication for 30 years, including 10 as a columnist, and earned a 


Pulitzer Prize in Commentary in 1997. Feeling that she had “sort of run [her] course” at The Globe, in 


2007 the North Cambridge native took a buyout to teach journalism full time at Brandeis University, 


where she had been working part­time since 1994.  


Three days after The Times Co. announced its threat to shutter The Globe, The Boston Herald published 


McNamara’s column, “Times pimps, pillages Globe,” which resonated with many Globe employees – 


both journalists and those on the production end.  


McNamara received calls or e­mails thanking her for the piece because “they felt that, in part, the 


column in The Herald was speaking for them, too,” she said.  


Summarizing her column, she said,  “I don’t think The New York Times cares about The Boston Globe. I 


don’t think it ever did, except as an economic engine that was going to pump money into New York. And 


since they ’ve bought the paper, they ’ve done nothing but strip it of the things that made it a distinctive 


newspaper.” 


The scenario of ownership trying to cut back or close its publications altogether is common across the 


country, but what she said distinguishes The Globe ’s situation is that its owners are direct competitors in 


the newspaper business.  


Since the Charles H. Taylor family sold their local ownership of The Globe to Times Co. CEO Arthur O. 


Sulzberger for $1.1 billion in 1993, The Globe has faced several rounds of layoffs, pay cuts and buyouts. 


The Globe’s three remaining foreign bureaus were closed in 2007 and the Boston paper has just its 


Washington, D.C., bureau left outside of the offices in Massachusetts . The daily editions of 80 to 90 pages 


from 10 years ago are now 50 to 60 pages, Globe photographer George Rizer pointed out.  


“The Paper of Record,” as The New York Times is sometimes referred to, has had financial troubles of its 


own. Shares have dropped from a high of more than $50 in 2002 to about $5 now. In March, 100 Times 


Co. employees were laid off and salaries were cut by 5 percent. Earlier this month, The Times Co. 


reported a loss of $74.5 million and revenue dropped 19 percent in the first quarter of 2009.  


This story will also be published online at GazetteNET.com by The Daily Hampshire Gazette, where 


Matt Rocheleau is a contributing writer.  


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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(Editor’s Note: This is part two of a three­part series 


published in print and on DailyCollegian.com on 


subsequent days beginning Monday, April 27.  Readers can 


view parts one and three on DailyCollegian.com.)  


One hundred and twenty newspapers across the nation have 


closed their doors this year,   and a total of 16,000 reporters 


lost employment in 2008 – a trend with no end in sight.  


In February, The Rocky Mountain News in Denver, Colo. , 


shut down after 150 years of operation. Hopeful to move 


the publication’s readers to the Web, 30 of the Rocky 


Mountain News’ former editorial staff members planned to 


launch INDenverTimes.com on May 4 with a goal of 50,000 


subscriptions to fund the operation. A week ago, site 


developers revealed around 3,000 people pledged to 


subscribe, which caused some of the staff to abandon the 


idea, jeopardizing the project ’s future.  


The Christian Science Monitor has switched from a daily 


print paper to a weekly, online news source. The Seattle 


Post­Intelligencer ceased print as well to focus on the Web. 


Meanwhile, The Hartford Courant, The Chicago Tribune, The 


Chicago Sun­Times, The Los Angeles Times, The 


Philadelphia Inquirer and The Minneapolis Star­Tribune are 


among a list of well­known regional newspapers who have 


filed for bankruptcy recently.  


So, why are many newspapers ’ profits plummeting?  


The main reason is advertising. Readership has declined, 


but companies are investing less in advertising due to the 


weak economy. And, when companies are investing, most 


look to the Internet, TV or radio – not print – and the 


majority of news websites do not generate enough revenue 


to make a profit. Classified ads and job postings have moved 


online as well, to sites like Craigslist, which allow users free 


or cheaper listings than newspaper classifieds.  


As the country ’s 14th largest paper, The Boston Globe – 


which is owned by The New York Times Co. – lost a reported 


$50 million in 2008 and is on track to lose $85 million 


more this year. If it closes shop, which the Times Co. has 


threatened to do, it will be the largest paper to do so.  


“Times pimps, pillages Globe” 


How serious The New York Times Co.’s threats are, no one really knows; or, at least, the people who do 


know aren’t talking.  


The Times Co. has refused to talk about the threat other than confirming the deadline date, while Globe 


management have said little on the looming deadline and negotiation process.   


“We are in the midst of negotiations with our unions. Because of that, we are going to decline to 


comment,” said an e­mail from senior vice president of corporate communications at The Times Co., 


Catherine Mathis.  


The Boston Newspaper Guild has tried to urge The Times Co. and Globe management to allow the 


negotiations to be done in public, but both sides have refused so far.  


Former Globe columnist Eileen McNamara called The Times Co.’s silence, “a curious position for a 


newspaper that ’s in the information business.” 


McNamara worked at the Boston publication for 30 years, including 10 as a columnist, and earned a 


Pulitzer Prize in Commentary in 1997. Feeling that she had “sort of run [her] course” at The Globe, in 


2007 the North Cambridge native took a buyout to teach journalism full time at Brandeis University, 


where she had been working part­time since 1994.  


Three days after The Times Co. announced its threat to shutter The Globe, The Boston Herald published 


McNamara’s column, “Times pimps, pillages Globe,” which resonated with many Globe employees – 


both journalists and those on the production end.  


McNamara received calls or e­mails thanking her for the piece because “they felt that, in part, the 


column in The Herald was speaking for them, too,” she said.  


Summarizing her column, she said,  “I don’t think The New York Times cares about The Boston Globe. I 


don’t think it ever did, except as an economic engine that was going to pump money into New York. And 


since they ’ve bought the paper, they ’ve done nothing but strip it of the things that made it a distinctive 


newspaper.” 


The scenario of ownership trying to cut back or close its publications altogether is common across the 


country, but what she said distinguishes The Globe ’s situation is that its owners are direct competitors in 


the newspaper business.  


Since the Charles H. Taylor family sold their local ownership of The Globe to Times Co. CEO Arthur O. 


Sulzberger for $1.1 billion in 1993, The Globe has faced several rounds of layoffs, pay cuts and buyouts. 


The Globe’s three remaining foreign bureaus were closed in 2007 and the Boston paper has just its 


Washington, D.C., bureau left outside of the offices in Massachusetts . The daily editions of 80 to 90 pages 


from 10 years ago are now 50 to 60 pages, Globe photographer George Rizer pointed out.  


“The Paper of Record,” as The New York Times is sometimes referred to, has had financial troubles of its 


own. Shares have dropped from a high of more than $50 in 2002 to about $5 now. In March, 100 Times 


Co. employees were laid off and salaries were cut by 5 percent. Earlier this month, The Times Co. 


reported a loss of $74.5 million and revenue dropped 19 percent in the first quarter of 2009.  


This story will also be published online at GazetteNET.com by The Daily Hampshire Gazette, where 


Matt Rocheleau is a contributing writer.  


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.  
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(Editor’s Note: This is the final part of a three­part series published 


in print and on DailyCollegian.com on subsequent days beginning 


Monday, April 27. Readers can view parts one and two on 


DailyCollegian.com.)  


Contingency plans 


For some Boston Globe staffers, The New York Times Co.’s losses 


come from mismanagement, and they feel that the cuts in New York 


have not been fair when compared with what employees in Boston 


have been forced to concede. 


“I think The Times [Co.] has made it pretty clear that their concern is 


for The New York Times, not for The Boston Globe,” said Globe 


reporter Brian C. Mooney, who has worked in the newspaper business 


for over 35 years and with The Globe for 21 of those years. “The 


Times will do what The Times has to do to save The New York 


Times.” 


Globe Photographer George Rizer said Eileen McNamara’s “Times 


pimps, pillages Globe” column speaks for a lot of the newsroom staff, 


while Boston Newspaper Guild President Daniel Totten expressed 


similar frustrations as McNamara. 


“The Times Co.’s investment in The Boston Globe has been 


nonexistent from the beginning – The Times gladly took profits for 


over 16 years now, while not investing in the future of The Globe in 


any measurable and consistent fashion,” Totten said.  


But, whoever or whatever is to blame for The Globe’s current 


economic state will not change the paper’s situation.  


The seven current newsroom workers interviewed said they were 


optimistic in The Globe enduring beyond the Times Co.’s May 1 


deadline, but in what form and for how long it will last remains 


uncertain. On whether The Times Co. would make good on its threat 


to close The Globe if demands are not met by May 1, Rizer said,  


“You’d really have to have a real snit to say, ‘Well, they didn’t give in 


in 30 days so let’s shut it down.’ They would just look like total 


assholes.” 


Then again, “Anything is possible. No one is saying entirely that the 


paper shutting down is a bluff or a myth. Because, who really does 


know?” he said. 


Globe sports columnist Dan Shaughnessy agreed. 


“I have a hard time believing they would do that, but maybe I’m naive,” he said. “I just think that there has got to be 


something. I don’t see how we can be erased off the face of the earth in 30 days.” 


There have been rumors that The Times Co. is hoping the cuts will make The Globe more appealing for a potential buyer, 


something Globe chief imaging technician John Ioven said he thinks will happen eventually. In the meantime, he tries not 


to think about it too much since he has no control over what happens in negotiations. He will just continue working like 


he has for the past three decades. 


If deputy bureau chief Joseph Williams, who works in the Globe’s Washington D.C. bureau, were to wager on it, he’d bet 


the paper will still be around after the 30­day deadline passes, but what The Globe will look like after May 1 and beyond 


is anyone’s guess, he said.  


Conceiving of life after journalism is not something Williams finds easy; but having a contingency has crossed his mind, 


and he said it would be foolish if it hadn’t. 


“I’ve got a few ideas, most of which I haven’t acted on yet because I’m still holding out hope that the newspaper 


industry will come back.” he said. “I’ve been doing this for more than half of my life. I love this business. I love what I do 


and it’s very difficult to give it up or see it go away.” 


Farah Stockman, a reporter who also works in the D.C. bureau, said she will always be a writer and will always want to 


writer, but she is unsure of whether or not she will be a journalist five years from now. 


“I think one of the great things about journalism is it is full of people who can learn quickly and process information and 


go on to do lots of other really interesting things.” 


However versatile journalists may be, Mooney is not planning to leave the profession without a fight. 


“No one’s heading for the exits here; we’re trying to save the paper.” 


Saving The Globe 


For the first time since mid­September, the mercury read 80 degrees in Boston on April 24 as a “Save the Globe” rally put 


on by the BNG drew several hundred supporters to Faneuil Hall to listen to 14 speakers, including Mooney.  


The crowd gathered for the noon­time affair was a mix of reporters, editors, their family members, readers young and old, 


city union workers, media covering the rally and local politicians. Signs, which read “The Globe belongs to Boston,” 


“Preserve free speech,” “Support Globe workers” and “Save the Boston Globe” were distributed to the audience, many 


of whom adorned stickers advertising the newly­created SaveTheBostonGlobe.com. 


Globe reporter Bella English’s speech talked about how event organizers had some trouble getting more newsroom 


people than were in attendance to come; not because they were worried about their jobs and not because they didn’t 


care, but because they were working on deadlines.  


English had two stories of her own to complete after the rally.  


“Until the last bell is rung” 


Two weeks earlier while stuck at a traffic light, Rizer said aloud, as if directed towards an imaginary person who could 


turn the light green and speed up traffic, “gotta go, gotta go, gotta go.” 


Rizer repeated the phrase several times throughout the day – while waiting in line at a MassPike toll booth on his way to 


a photo assignment at Harvard, and waiting at 7 a.m. for the Globe headquarters’ slow­moving elevator to bring him to 


the third­floor cafeteria for an omelet and home fries. 


His attitude was more curious than impatient.  


If he does go into teaching after he leaves The Globe, Rizer is not sure if he’ll be able to deal with the structure and 


monotony of working in a classroom five days a week. Rizer said he just likes to know what’s going on in the world 


around him, to be informed and to stay busy. It’s why he was on his sixth­straight day at The Globe. It’s why he stood 


on the hood of his Buick to get a higher angle for a photo of students from Boston College High School as they 


processed to several different churches as part of a Good Friday ritual. It ’s why he has taken the time to learn about the 


new technology in journalism, including how to shoot and edit video. And, it ’s why he does not plan to shut off his 


police scanners even after he leaves The Globe. 


For Ioven, it’s why he “plan[s] on working here until the last bell is rung.” 


As Williams put it, “people don’t get into journalism to make money, and they don’t get into journalism to have nice 


careers or to be stars. You get into it for the work. You get into it because this is what you want to do. You get into it 


because you’d do it for free.” 


Mooney echoed that sentiment. 


“This is all I’ve ever really wanted to do,” he said. “I’m from this area, and working at The Globe was my idea of the best 


job I could have.” 


He added, “I’m sort of prepared to go down with the ship if it comes to it.” 


This story will also be published online at GazetteNET.com by The Daily Hampshire Gazette, where Matt Rocheleau is 


a contributing writer. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. 
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Contingency plans 


For some Boston Globe staffers, The New York Times Co.’s losses 


come from mismanagement, and they feel that the cuts in New York 


have not been fair when compared with what employees in Boston 


have been forced to concede. 


“I think The Times [Co.] has made it pretty clear that their concern is 


for The New York Times, not for The Boston Globe,” said Globe 


reporter Brian C. Mooney, who has worked in the newspaper business 


for over 35 years and with The Globe for 21 of those years. “The 


Times will do what The Times has to do to save The New York 


Times.” 


Globe Photographer George Rizer said Eileen McNamara’s “Times 


pimps, pillages Globe” column speaks for a lot of the newsroom staff, 


while Boston Newspaper Guild President Daniel Totten expressed 


similar frustrations as McNamara. 


“The Times Co.’s investment in The Boston Globe has been 


nonexistent from the beginning – The Times gladly took profits for 


over 16 years now, while not investing in the future of The Globe in 


any measurable and consistent fashion,” Totten said.  


But, whoever or whatever is to blame for The Globe’s current 


economic state will not change the paper’s situation.  


The seven current newsroom workers interviewed said they were 


optimistic in The Globe enduring beyond the Times Co.’s May 1 


deadline, but in what form and for how long it will last remains 


uncertain. On whether The Times Co. would make good on its threat 


to close The Globe if demands are not met by May 1, Rizer said,  


“You’d really have to have a real snit to say, ‘Well, they didn’t give in 


in 30 days so let’s shut it down.’ They would just look like total 


assholes.” 


Then again, “Anything is possible. No one is saying entirely that the 


paper shutting down is a bluff or a myth. Because, who really does 


know?” he said. 


Globe sports columnist Dan Shaughnessy agreed. 


“I have a hard time believing they would do that, but maybe I’m naive,” he said. “I just think that there has got to be 


something. I don’t see how we can be erased off the face of the earth in 30 days.” 


There have been rumors that The Times Co. is hoping the cuts will make The Globe more appealing for a potential buyer, 


something Globe chief imaging technician John Ioven said he thinks will happen eventually. In the meantime, he tries not 


to think about it too much since he has no control over what happens in negotiations. He will just continue working like 


he has for the past three decades. 


If deputy bureau chief Joseph Williams, who works in the Globe’s Washington D.C. bureau, were to wager on it, he’d bet 


the paper will still be around after the 30­day deadline passes, but what The Globe will look like after May 1 and beyond 


is anyone’s guess, he said.  


Conceiving of life after journalism is not something Williams finds easy; but having a contingency has crossed his mind, 


and he said it would be foolish if it hadn’t. 


“I’ve got a few ideas, most of which I haven’t acted on yet because I’m still holding out hope that the newspaper 


industry will come back.” he said. “I’ve been doing this for more than half of my life. I love this business. I love what I do 


and it’s very difficult to give it up or see it go away.” 


Farah Stockman, a reporter who also works in the D.C. bureau, said she will always be a writer and will always want to 


writer, but she is unsure of whether or not she will be a journalist five years from now. 


“I think one of the great things about journalism is it is full of people who can learn quickly and process information and 


go on to do lots of other really interesting things.” 


However versatile journalists may be, Mooney is not planning to leave the profession without a fight. 


“No one’s heading for the exits here; we’re trying to save the paper.” 


Saving The Globe 


For the first time since mid­September, the mercury read 80 degrees in Boston on April 24 as a “Save the Globe” rally put 


on by the BNG drew several hundred supporters to Faneuil Hall to listen to 14 speakers, including Mooney.  


The crowd gathered for the noon­time affair was a mix of reporters, editors, their family members, readers young and old, 


city union workers, media covering the rally and local politicians. Signs, which read “The Globe belongs to Boston,” 


“Preserve free speech,” “Support Globe workers” and “Save the Boston Globe” were distributed to the audience, many 


of whom adorned stickers advertising the newly­created SaveTheBostonGlobe.com. 


Globe reporter Bella English’s speech talked about how event organizers had some trouble getting more newsroom 


people than were in attendance to come; not because they were worried about their jobs and not because they didn’t 


care, but because they were working on deadlines.  


English had two stories of her own to complete after the rally.  


“Until the last bell is rung” 


Two weeks earlier while stuck at a traffic light, Rizer said aloud, as if directed towards an imaginary person who could 


turn the light green and speed up traffic, “gotta go, gotta go, gotta go.” 


Rizer repeated the phrase several times throughout the day – while waiting in line at a MassPike toll booth on his way to 


a photo assignment at Harvard, and waiting at 7 a.m. for the Globe headquarters’ slow­moving elevator to bring him to 


the third­floor cafeteria for an omelet and home fries. 


His attitude was more curious than impatient.  


If he does go into teaching after he leaves The Globe, Rizer is not sure if he’ll be able to deal with the structure and 


monotony of working in a classroom five days a week. Rizer said he just likes to know what’s going on in the world 


around him, to be informed and to stay busy. It’s why he was on his sixth­straight day at The Globe. It’s why he stood 


on the hood of his Buick to get a higher angle for a photo of students from Boston College High School as they 


processed to several different churches as part of a Good Friday ritual. It ’s why he has taken the time to learn about the 


new technology in journalism, including how to shoot and edit video. And, it ’s why he does not plan to shut off his 


police scanners even after he leaves The Globe. 


For Ioven, it’s why he “plan[s] on working here until the last bell is rung.” 


As Williams put it, “people don’t get into journalism to make money, and they don’t get into journalism to have nice 


careers or to be stars. You get into it for the work. You get into it because this is what you want to do. You get into it 


because you’d do it for free.” 


Mooney echoed that sentiment. 


“This is all I’ve ever really wanted to do,” he said. “I’m from this area, and working at The Globe was my idea of the best 


job I could have.” 


He added, “I’m sort of prepared to go down with the ship if it comes to it.” 


This story will also be published online at GazetteNET.com by The Daily Hampshire Gazette, where Matt Rocheleau is 


a contributing writer. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. 
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come from mismanagement, and they feel that the cuts in New York 


have not been fair when compared with what employees in Boston 


have been forced to concede. 


“I think The Times [Co.] has made it pretty clear that their concern is 


for The New York Times, not for The Boston Globe,” said Globe 


reporter Brian C. Mooney, who has worked in the newspaper business 


for over 35 years and with The Globe for 21 of those years. “The 


Times will do what The Times has to do to save The New York 


Times.” 


Globe Photographer George Rizer said Eileen McNamara’s “Times 


pimps, pillages Globe” column speaks for a lot of the newsroom staff, 


while Boston Newspaper Guild President Daniel Totten expressed 


similar frustrations as McNamara. 


“The Times Co.’s investment in The Boston Globe has been 


nonexistent from the beginning – The Times gladly took profits for 


over 16 years now, while not investing in the future of The Globe in 


any measurable and consistent fashion,” Totten said.  


But, whoever or whatever is to blame for The Globe’s current 


economic state will not change the paper’s situation.  


The seven current newsroom workers interviewed said they were 


optimistic in The Globe enduring beyond the Times Co.’s May 1 


deadline, but in what form and for how long it will last remains 


uncertain. On whether The Times Co. would make good on its threat 


to close The Globe if demands are not met by May 1, Rizer said,  


“You’d really have to have a real snit to say, ‘Well, they didn’t give in 


in 30 days so let’s shut it down.’ They would just look like total 


assholes.” 


Then again, “Anything is possible. No one is saying entirely that the 


paper shutting down is a bluff or a myth. Because, who really does 


know?” he said. 


Globe sports columnist Dan Shaughnessy agreed. 


“I have a hard time believing they would do that, but maybe I’m naive,” he said. “I just think that there has got to be 


something. I don’t see how we can be erased off the face of the earth in 30 days.” 


There have been rumors that The Times Co. is hoping the cuts will make The Globe more appealing for a potential buyer, 


something Globe chief imaging technician John Ioven said he thinks will happen eventually. In the meantime, he tries not 


to think about it too much since he has no control over what happens in negotiations. He will just continue working like 


he has for the past three decades. 


If deputy bureau chief Joseph Williams, who works in the Globe’s Washington D.C. bureau, were to wager on it, he’d bet 


the paper will still be around after the 30­day deadline passes, but what The Globe will look like after May 1 and beyond 


is anyone’s guess, he said.  


Conceiving of life after journalism is not something Williams finds easy; but having a contingency has crossed his mind, 


and he said it would be foolish if it hadn’t. 


“I’ve got a few ideas, most of which I haven’t acted on yet because I’m still holding out hope that the newspaper 


industry will come back.” he said. “I’ve been doing this for more than half of my life. I love this business. I love what I do 


and it’s very difficult to give it up or see it go away.” 


Farah Stockman, a reporter who also works in the D.C. bureau, said she will always be a writer and will always want to 


writer, but she is unsure of whether or not she will be a journalist five years from now. 


“I think one of the great things about journalism is it is full of people who can learn quickly and process information and 


go on to do lots of other really interesting things.” 


However versatile journalists may be, Mooney is not planning to leave the profession without a fight. 


“No one’s heading for the exits here; we’re trying to save the paper.” 


Saving The Globe 


For the first time since mid­September, the mercury read 80 degrees in Boston on April 24 as a “Save the Globe” rally put 


on by the BNG drew several hundred supporters to Faneuil Hall to listen to 14 speakers, including Mooney.  


The crowd gathered for the noon­time affair was a mix of reporters, editors, their family members, readers young and old, 


city union workers, media covering the rally and local politicians. Signs, which read “The Globe belongs to Boston,” 


“Preserve free speech,” “Support Globe workers” and “Save the Boston Globe” were distributed to the audience, many 


of whom adorned stickers advertising the newly­created SaveTheBostonGlobe.com. 


Globe reporter Bella English’s speech talked about how event organizers had some trouble getting more newsroom 


people than were in attendance to come; not because they were worried about their jobs and not because they didn’t 


care, but because they were working on deadlines.  


English had two stories of her own to complete after the rally.  


“Until the last bell is rung” 


Two weeks earlier while stuck at a traffic light, Rizer said aloud, as if directed towards an imaginary person who could 


turn the light green and speed up traffic, “gotta go, gotta go, gotta go.” 


Rizer repeated the phrase several times throughout the day – while waiting in line at a MassPike toll booth on his way to 


a photo assignment at Harvard, and waiting at 7 a.m. for the Globe headquarters’ slow­moving elevator to bring him to 


the third­floor cafeteria for an omelet and home fries. 


His attitude was more curious than impatient.  


If he does go into teaching after he leaves The Globe, Rizer is not sure if he’ll be able to deal with the structure and 


monotony of working in a classroom five days a week. Rizer said he just likes to know what’s going on in the world 


around him, to be informed and to stay busy. It’s why he was on his sixth­straight day at The Globe. It’s why he stood 


on the hood of his Buick to get a higher angle for a photo of students from Boston College High School as they 


processed to several different churches as part of a Good Friday ritual. It ’s why he has taken the time to learn about the 


new technology in journalism, including how to shoot and edit video. And, it ’s why he does not plan to shut off his 


police scanners even after he leaves The Globe. 


For Ioven, it’s why he “plan[s] on working here until the last bell is rung.” 


As Williams put it, “people don’t get into journalism to make money, and they don’t get into journalism to have nice 


careers or to be stars. You get into it for the work. You get into it because this is what you want to do. You get into it 


because you’d do it for free.” 


Mooney echoed that sentiment. 


“This is all I’ve ever really wanted to do,” he said. “I’m from this area, and working at The Globe was my idea of the best 


job I could have.” 


He added, “I’m sort of prepared to go down with the ship if it comes to it.” 


This story will also be published online at GazetteNET.com by The Daily Hampshire Gazette, where Matt Rocheleau is 


a contributing writer. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. 
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UPDATE | Nine possible swine flu cases hit Amherst College,


one probable case at Smith
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff


Published: Thursday, April 30, 2009


Updated: Tuesday, May 5, 2009


Two probable cases of swine flu at Amherst College were identified by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (MDPH), and as of Sunday


evening, an additional seven Amherst students and one Smith College student have tested positive for Type-A influenza, or the common flu.


The nine Amherst students are exhibiting mild symptoms which may be H1N1, commonly known as swine flu and are being treated as such, said


an updated statement from Amherst College President Anthony Marx on Friday.


Their identities have not been released to maintain confidentiality and the students will be isolated for up to one week, said college’s


spokeswoman Caroline Jenkins Hanna. All are being contained in the same dormitory room while they are monitored, treated and fed by Amherst


College Health Services members. The dormitory in which the students are being housed has not been disclosed.


The Smith student, who was a close contact with one of the ill Amherst students, has been isolated with her own kitchen and bathroom facilities,


said a statement on the college’s website. Her classroom and residential contacts are being notified, and the MDPH is evaluating whether or not


the young woman has swine flu.


None of the cases have been confirmed by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) yet, which may take one to two days, Hanna said. If the students


do have swine flu, they would be the first to contract the illness in western Massachusetts.


However, “none of the students’ cases are considered serious, and all are responding well to treatment,” said Marx, “and expected to recover fully,”


added UMass Chancellor Robert C. Holub in a campus-wide e-mail Thursday night.


No cases have been identified at UMass, though surveillance is ongoing, said the chancellor’s e-mail. All UMass campus activities are continuing


as scheduled, based on advice from the MDPH and CDC.


“We have been meeting over the past week to determine what we would do if such and such occurred [at UMass],” said University spokesman Ed


Blaguszewski on Friday. “There’s been a lot of planning, a lot of thinking and a lot of what-if scenarios.”


However, Amherst College is taking precautions by cancelling a number of social gatherings, including all parties scheduled over the past


weekend.


Attending classes is not considered “high-risk” behavior at this point, Hanna said. For now, all classes will run as normal, though the cancelling of


classes is something that is being discussed daily.


A cross-registration program through the Five Colleges, Inc., which includes UMass, Smith, Amherst, Mount Holyoke and Hampshire, allows


approximately 4,500 students to enroll at one of the Five Colleges and take courses at any of the other four schools, according to the Five Colleges,


Inc. website. However, Blaguszewski said the preventative focus is more on students who live in close quarters with one another – like in a dorm –


as opposed to students interacting in the classroom.


Amherst College athletes, who have been screened by medical health professionals, do not have flu symptoms and have been cleared for


competition, will participate in scheduled athletic contests. Some club sports – including rugby – have been canceled.
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Activities that could potentially involve the sharing of food or cups will not take place.


On Thursday and continuing Friday, the College began installing instant hand-sanitizing stations across campus to supplement existing stations


in the dining halls and fitness center. Informational posters from the CDC about proper sanitizing techniques are being hung around campus as


well. The College is also asking students with cough and flu symptoms to report to health services, not attend classes, stay in their rooms and limit


their visits to public places. The number of students who have visited health services has increased slightly over the past week, though no great


increase has been observed since the possible swine flu cases were reported on Thursday, Hanna said.


“After consulting with state and other health officials, we have decided that the campus will continue to operate regularly, while we continue to


closely monitor the situation,” said Marx.


A task force of representatives from Amherst College Health Services, the dean of students, dean of faculty, physical plant, public affairs, campus


police and other offices have been assembled, met Friday morning and will continue to meet to assess the situation as it develops, Marx said.


“Although Dr. Morgan tells us that the flu cases treated thus far on campus have been relatively mild, and that the H1N1 flu strain is not believed


to pose a significant threat to healthy adults, the College believes that these precautionary steps are necessary and appropriate,” he said.


How the nine Amherst students contracted the illness is “kind of a mystery at this point,” said Hanna, and the College’s immediate focus is on


treatment and prevention.


UMass seniors Nikki Woodward, a biochemistry major, and Mandy Lennox, a psychology major, said they are a little, but not overly, concerned


about the potential illness hitting Amherst College, which is less than a mile and a half drive from UMass.


“It will affect me that if I feel sick, I’ll start worrying about it more then because I’ll think it could be [swine flu],” said Lennox. In the meantime, “I


might wash my hands more,” Woodward added. Sophomores Chris Reeves, a biochemistry major, and Cindy Hopf, an animal science major, also


expressed mild concern.


 “It might make me be more conscious about hand washing, but I don’t think it’s reason for me to freak out,” said Reeves. “If [the spread]


increases, then I’ll worry more.”


 Anyone with symptoms, or anyone who recently has been in close contact with influenza, is asked to seek medical evaluation. Individuals with


weak immune systems are recommended to get pre-emptive care.


Symptoms of swine flu can include fever, lethargy, lack of appetite and coughing. Some have also reported runny nose, sore throat, nausea,


vomiting and diarrhea. Basic prevention measures include using soap and water or alcohol-based sanitizer often to clean hands, coughing or


sneezing into a tissue, not sneezing into hands, disposing of used tissues, and keeping hands away from eyes, nose and mouth to reduce


spreading germs. Those who experience symptoms are advised to stay home from school or work, and limit contact with others.


On Wednesday, The Boston Globe reported two brothers from Lowell, Mass. who contracted the state’s first cases of swine flu after a recent


vacation in Mexico allegedly exposed them to the illness. Massachusetts now has seven CDC confirmed cases. On the same day, swine flu caused


the first national death – a 22-month-old boy from Mexico being treated in Texas. Nationally, nearly 300 schools, 200 in Texas alone, were closed


on Thursday to prevent the illness from spreading further.


The number of CDC-confirmed cases in the U.S. reached 226 on Sunday – up 91 from Wednesday – and appears to be growing, according to the


Associated Press (AP). The World Health Organization raised the global alert level of swine flu from four to five out of a possible six on Wednesday.


Level six is a pandemic.


Three hundred swine flu cases and 12 deaths due to the virus have been confirmed in Mexico after health officials have tested 679 people so far,


said the AP. Mexican health officials had suspected around 170 deaths earlier in the week, but would only confirm 12 on Thursday.


Those who exhibit symptoms are recommended to contact University Health Services’ (UHS)  Triage Advice Nurse, who can be reached at


413-577-5229 between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m., or 413-577-5000 after hours. For federal, state and campus-specific information, visit the UHS website,


www.umass.edu.uhs.


A full list of canceled Amherst College events can be found at http://www.amherst.edu/campuslife/health/service/flu/cancelled. Amherst


College Health Services can be reached at 413-542-2266 between 8:50 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. When Amherst College Health


Services is closed, students can call the campus dispatcher at 413-542-2291 to arrange transportation to UHS.


Massachusetts residents can dial 2-1-1 for basic information about swine flu. 
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Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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CDC confirms first two western Mass. swine flu cases at Amherst College


Five more swine flu cases reported
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Five more swine flu cases reported
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff


Published: Tuesday, May 5, 2009


Updated: Tuesday, May 5, 2009


Over the weekend, four additional Amherst College students tested positive for Type A influenza and one Mount Holyoke College student


contracted a flu-like illness causing all five students to be isolated on their respective campuses.


With 13 at Amherst, and one at both Mount Holyoke and Smith colleges, 15 Five College students have been isolated out of precaution for flu-like


symptoms, which could be swine flu. None of the cases have been confirmed as testing positive for H1N1 (commonly known as swine flu) by the


Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), though two at Amherst were identified as probable by the Massachusetts Department of Public


Health (MDPH).


The Mount Holyoke student does not appear to have any connection to the cases at Amherst, but she has been isolated in a self-contained


apartment adjacent to the college’s campus, said a statement released Tuesday from the school’s director of Health Services Karen Engell.


Despite Amherst College’s total reaching 13 possible swine flu cases, the school’s director of Health Services Warren H. Morgan said in a statement


released Monday afternoon that the level of influenza activity on campus had remained stable and none of the cases had been severe.


Six of the previously quarantined Amherst students were released today as the seven-day isolation period ended and the students had recovered.


One of those released spent eight days in isolation instead of seven because they were one of two students who had been considered probable for


swine flu by the MDPH.


The University of Massachusetts and Hampshire College have not had any suspected swine flu cases.


Monday evening the MDPH released a statement confirming 28 additional swine flu cases in the state bringing the total to 34.


Among the newly confirmed cases, were two Hampshire County residents, ages 19 and 20. Whether the two Hampshire County cases were the


same ones being monitored at Amherst, Smith or Mount Holyoke could not be confirmed by the MDPH because of patient confidentiality, said


Jennifer Manley, the department’s spokeswoman.


The two confirmed swine flu cases in Hampshire County are the first in western Massachusetts.


The increase in the number of confirmed cases is the result of confirmatory testing now being done at the William A. Hinton State Laboratory


Institute in Boston. Previously, testing of all suspect cases was performed at the CDC in Atlanta, Ga., which resulted in a backlog of samples for


testing.


Each of the new cases is expected to fully recover and none of the cases are hospitalized, the MDPH statement said.


According to the CDC’s website, 1,085 cases of swine flu have been confirmed in 21 countries and killed 25 people, including one death out of 286


cases in the United States across 36 states as of Monday.


Symptoms of swine flu can include fever, lethargy, lack of appetite and coughing. Some have also reported runny nose, sore throat, nausea,


vomiting and diarrhea.


However, “in many cases ‘flu-like’ symptoms are being confused by students with seasonal allergy symptoms: running nose, scratchy throat, no


fever,” Engell said.


Basic prevention measures include using soap and water or alcohol-based sanitizer often to clean hands, coughing or sneezing into a tissue, not
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sneezing into hands, disposing of used tissues, and keeping hands away from eyes, nose and mouth to reduce spreading germs. Those who


experience symptoms are advised to stay home from school or work, and limit contact with others.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


Related Articles


CDC confirms first two western Mass. swine flu cases at Amherst College


UPDATE | Nine possible swine flu cases hit Amherst College, one probable case at Smith
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CDC confirms first two western Mass. swine flu cases at


Amherst College
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff


Published: Tuesday, May 5, 2009


Updated: Tuesday, May 5, 2009


On Monday evening, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) confirmed samples from two Amherst College students sent to the


Massachusetts Department of Public Health (MDPH) late last week are positive for H1N1 influenza, or swine flu. The two students, ages 19 and 20,


are the first confirmed swine flu cases in western Massachusetts.


“The news should not be cause for alarm,” said the college’s director of Health Services, Warren H. Morgan in a statement released Monday night.


The college has treated every student who has tested positive for type A influenza as an H1N1 flu case by isolating them for at least one week from


the onset of symptoms and prescribing antiviral medications to the ill students, the statement said.


Health Services has reported a “leveling off” of new type A influenza cases, though four more students tested positive for the flu over the weekend


bringing the college’s total to 13 students who have been isolated because of their symptoms.


All are doing well and expected to recover. Six of the students who have spent a week in isolation were released Monday after recovering,


including one of the two students who tested positive for swine flu and had spent eight instead of seven days quarantined as added precaution.


With 13 at Amherst, and one at both Mount Holyoke and Smith colleges, 15 Five College students have been isolated out of precaution for flu-like


symptoms, which could be swine flu.


The University of Massachusetts and Hampshire College have not had any suspected swine flu cases.


Monday evening the MDPH released a statement confirming 28 additional swine flu cases in the state bringing the total to 34 in Massachusetts.


The increase in the number of confirmed cases is the result of confirmatory testing now being done at the William A. Hinton State Laboratory


Institute in Boston. Previously, testing of all suspect cases was performed at the CDC in Atlanta, Ga., which resulted in a backlog of samples for


testing.


Each of the new cases is expected to fully recover and none of the cases are hospitalized, the MDPH statement said.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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Holub announces University's future in 'Framework'
Michael King, Collegian Staff


Published: Tuesday, May 12, 2009


Updated: Tuesday, May 12, 2009


When Chancellor Robert C. Holub addressed the University of Massachusetts faculty in his inaugural address last September, he emphasized the


idea of “leaving the past behind.” Holub has recently announced his formal plans for the University’s future in a document called the “Framework


for Excellence.”


The Framework, released to the University community on April 16, is a plan of how to boost the University’s reputation. It was drafted by the


chancellor, with input from faculty and staff.


“This document outlines the high-level considerations necessary to move us to the cadre of the very best public research universities in the


country,” the communication reads.


The Framework combines an analysis of the University’s current position on a variety of levels, coupled with Holub’s vision for the school and a


loose set of details about how to get there by the year 2020. He plans to increase the size of the faculty, as well as both undergraduate and


graduate student enrollment.


“I think, broadly, people are supportive of the direction we want to head toward,” UMass spokesman Ed Blaguszewski said. “The question is what


path we will take to get there.”


The framework provides a blueprint for how the University should allocate its limited resources, as it was written in the context of the current


budget deficit.


However, many of the proposed improvements are dependent upon an increased operating budget, specifically the upgrading of academic


programs, boosting of faculty ranks and renovating of facilities.


The chancellor acknowledged in previous interviews that the current economic situation would most likely delay many of the plans he has for the


campus. Instead of immediate improvements, the University may find itself in a position of preserving programs for several years until the


operating budget can be consistently increased.


Yet the document emphasizes Holub’s belief of the critical importance of a strong faculty in attaining the status of a top-tier research university.


“The prestige of this campus rests, to a great extent, on the research and creative activity conducted here,” the document reads.


Holub also acknowledged that the departments with the most promising research prospects would be given funding priority, especially those most


likely to receive federal and state grant funding.


Despite the strong tone of the document in support of faculty research productivity and graduate education, some members of the campus


community expressed concern that the Framework deprioritizes undergraduate education.


Holub plans to increase the student body to approximately 22,500, while simultaneously increasing the amount of out-of-state students – both as


methods to boost revenue.


“The plan is to, over time, grow the campus,” Blaguszewski said. “It would not be to reduce the number of in-state students.”


But more students, specifically more out-of-state students, would ideally boost revenue at a higher proportion than the requisite increase in


expenses to educate these additional students.
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Holub also plans to increase the graduate population, in addition to significantly boosting the number of doctorates awarded each year.


“Our graduate population is too small for an institution that aspires to be among the best public research campuses in the United States,” Holub


wrote.


In addition to on-campus changes, Holub hopes to boost the reputation of the University in the eyes of the state legislature and potential alumni


donors. As with his predecessor John V. Lombardi, Holub intends to make fundraising a key aspect of his administration.


The document’s status as an unfinished product has led the chancellor to actively collect feedback from the campus community via the “Office of


the Chancellor” portion of the UMass website.


“It’s a starting point for discussion to move the University forward,” Blaguszewski said.


Several sections have already been changed based on feedback, including several paragraphs characterizing Commonwealth College, the


University’s honors program.


Matt Rocheleau contributed to this report.


Michael King can be reached at editor@dailycollegian.com.
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Amherst bylaw looks to quiet off­campus 
partiers


Matt Rocheleau and William McGuinness, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 9/9/08 Section: News


Off­campus partiers may soon have to 
quiet down or pay up under Amherst's 
proposed Nuisance House bylaw 
which could hold landlords financially 
responsible for repeatedly disruptive 
tenants. 
If approved, the law allows officers to 
issue a $300 ticket "for the nuisances 
and harm caused by loud and unruly 
gatherings on private property." 
Amherst Police Capt. Michael Kent said 
he does not know exactly when the 
change will come, but expects approval 
from the Massachusetts Attorney 
General's office "any day now," thereby 
putting the law into effect.
The University of Massachusetts was recently lauded for its campaign against binge 
drinking. 
UMass estimates a 36 percent drop in the activity, and cite dormitory restrictions and 
heightened enforcement of these rules as a major factor. In residence halls, drinking 
games are prohibited, no empty containers of alcohol are allowed and fewer students can 
be signed into dorm rooms.
The Campus and Community Coalition (CCC) is a major supporter of the action, and co­
chairs Martha N. Patrick and Sally Linowski said in a letter to the Amherst Select Board that 
the move will do much to curb underage drinking, a common activity around campus. 
In 2007, Amherst Police reported 429 arrests for the unlawful possession of liquor by an 
individual under 21 years old. Citing that these arrests take a lot of police resources and 
town money to process, the committee suggests passing the bill.
But UMass and the Amherst community are working to make sure that they have not simply 
channeled the flow of alcohol off campus, resulting in a financial burden for the town.
"The idea of cost recovery in a time of fiscal constraints to local communities is an important 
factor in allowing towns the financial ability to respond to nuisances that are detrimental to 
local neighborhoods without further burdening the local budget," the letter reads. 
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Media Credit: Shelby Kinney­Lang/Collegian 
The proposed Nuisance House bylaw aims to cut 


down on off­campus partying, like at the 
apartments on Hobart Lane.
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This month, UMass Chaplain Kent Higgins 
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participation in the Obama campaign. 
Should a state university offer credits to 
students for partisan campaigning?


 Yes ­­ it encourages educated citizenship.  


 No ­­ it compromises the University's ethic.  


 It's all the same to me. 
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Amherst bylaw looks to quiet off­campus 
partiers


Matt Rocheleau and William McGuinness, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 9/9/08 Section: News


Off­campus partiers may soon have to 
quiet down or pay up under Amherst's 
proposed Nuisance House bylaw 
which could hold landlords financially 
responsible for repeatedly disruptive 
tenants. 
If approved, the law allows officers to 
issue a $300 ticket "for the nuisances 
and harm caused by loud and unruly 
gatherings on private property." 
Amherst Police Capt. Michael Kent said 
he does not know exactly when the 
change will come, but expects approval 
from the Massachusetts Attorney 
General's office "any day now," thereby 
putting the law into effect.
The University of Massachusetts was recently lauded for its campaign against binge 
drinking. 
UMass estimates a 36 percent drop in the activity, and cite dormitory restrictions and 
heightened enforcement of these rules as a major factor. In residence halls, drinking 
games are prohibited, no empty containers of alcohol are allowed and fewer students can 
be signed into dorm rooms.
The Campus and Community Coalition (CCC) is a major supporter of the action, and co­
chairs Martha N. Patrick and Sally Linowski said in a letter to the Amherst Select Board that 
the move will do much to curb underage drinking, a common activity around campus. 
In 2007, Amherst Police reported 429 arrests for the unlawful possession of liquor by an 
individual under 21 years old. Citing that these arrests take a lot of police resources and 
town money to process, the committee suggests passing the bill.
But UMass and the Amherst community are working to make sure that they have not simply 
channeled the flow of alcohol off campus, resulting in a financial burden for the town.
"The idea of cost recovery in a time of fiscal constraints to local communities is an important 
factor in allowing towns the financial ability to respond to nuisances that are detrimental to 
local neighborhoods without further burdening the local budget," the letter reads. 
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Media Credit: Shelby Kinney­Lang/Collegian 
The proposed Nuisance House bylaw aims to cut 


down on off­campus partying, like at the 
apartments on Hobart Lane.


[Click to enlarge]


Share:
Facebook   Blogger   del.icio.us   digg   newsvine  


NOTE: Email address will not be published 


Name: (required) 


Email: (required)


Website: 


gfedc


gfedc


Post


News


Pagan pride '08 
Drum Corps leader honored 
Library evacuation forces study break 
NPHC hosts 'Meet the Greeks' Event 
Real Talk: Black in America 


Arts & Living


Voices of Guantanamo Bay to haunt Amherst 
Students' guide to English pubs 
Pinback ready to dominate 
Sci­fi "Eagle Eye" full of action and explosions  


Editorial / Opinion


In Mass., it's a 'green' ballot 
Invisible campaigning 
SGA, student apathy 
Unresponsible hospitals  


Sports


COMMENTARY: Minutemen can't find net 
UM struggles to capitalize 
Minutemen return to McGuirk after bye 
Salvaggione nets game winners 
Beam leads 49er's 


POLL 


This month, UMass Chaplain Kent Higgins 
was reprimanded by the University for 
offering credits to students for their 
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Should a state university offer credits to 
students for partisan campaigning?


 Yes ­­ it encourages educated citizenship.  


 No ­­ it compromises the University's ethic.  


 It's all the same to me. 
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Amherst bylaw looks to quiet off­campus 
partiers


Matt Rocheleau and William McGuinness, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 9/9/08 Section: News


The town of Hadley recently adopted its own version of the law.
Underage drinking costs the nation at least $53 billion a year, mostly because of traffic 
deaths and violent crime, according to a 2003 report by the National Research Council's 
Institute of Medicine. Patrick and Linowski estimate overtime pay for officers during a 
springtime weekend were around $15,000. The new bylaw will not only allow for the fine, but 
also for the offender to pay expensive, police response costs. 
Left to police discretion, enforcement would be a civil infraction "99 percent of the time," said 
Kent, meaning violators would not be arrested nor have the offense put on criminal record.
Property owners would be notified after each of the first two complaints, as was done in the 
past, he said.
However, if the landlord has not started an eviction process after a third violation within one 
year, he too could be penalized $300 and the town may require the landlord to cover the 
expense of responding officials, said Kent.
"It's kind of a tricky issue because the landlord does not live with the tenant," said Gokhan 
Altinay, a graduate student living in Lincoln Apartments, who was previously unaware of the 
law.
This is only the case if the property owners are not actively trying to evict their boisterous 
tenant.
The bylaw makes residents and property owners responsible for noise complaints as well 
as other nuisances such as littering, obstruction of public access and underage drinking, 
added Kent.
Stephen Walczak, president of the Pioneer Valley Housing Association and property 
manager of Puffton Village Apartments described the law as, "a happy medium that allows 
students to socialize and blow off steam, but not to destroy a whole neighborhood."
"This will hopefully make a few more people aware of their responsibility," said Walczak, 
who does not plan to change any policies at Puffton Village. 
He feels the apartment complex has adequate security and said eviction matters can vary, 
depending on the circumstances.  
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Amherst bylaw looks to quiet off­campus 
partiers


Matt Rocheleau and William McGuinness, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 9/9/08 Section: News


The town of Hadley recently adopted its own version of the law.
Underage drinking costs the nation at least $53 billion a year, mostly because of traffic 
deaths and violent crime, according to a 2003 report by the National Research Council's 
Institute of Medicine. Patrick and Linowski estimate overtime pay for officers during a 
springtime weekend were around $15,000. The new bylaw will not only allow for the fine, but 
also for the offender to pay expensive, police response costs. 
Left to police discretion, enforcement would be a civil infraction "99 percent of the time," said 
Kent, meaning violators would not be arrested nor have the offense put on criminal record.
Property owners would be notified after each of the first two complaints, as was done in the 
past, he said.
However, if the landlord has not started an eviction process after a third violation within one 
year, he too could be penalized $300 and the town may require the landlord to cover the 
expense of responding officials, said Kent.
"It's kind of a tricky issue because the landlord does not live with the tenant," said Gokhan 
Altinay, a graduate student living in Lincoln Apartments, who was previously unaware of the 
law.
This is only the case if the property owners are not actively trying to evict their boisterous 
tenant.
The bylaw makes residents and property owners responsible for noise complaints as well 
as other nuisances such as littering, obstruction of public access and underage drinking, 
added Kent.
Stephen Walczak, president of the Pioneer Valley Housing Association and property 
manager of Puffton Village Apartments described the law as, "a happy medium that allows 
students to socialize and blow off steam, but not to destroy a whole neighborhood."
"This will hopefully make a few more people aware of their responsibility," said Walczak, 
who does not plan to change any policies at Puffton Village. 
He feels the apartment complex has adequate security and said eviction matters can vary, 
depending on the circumstances.  
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offering credits to students for their 
participation in the Obama campaign. 
Should a state university offer credits to 
students for partisan campaigning?


 Yes ­­ it encourages educated citizenship.  


 No ­­ it compromises the University's ethic.  


 It's all the same to me. 
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High­Risk Drinking (CCC) which brought the bylaw to the Amherst Town Meeting, where it 
passed in the spring.
He said the group also included the town manager of Hadley, where a similar law passed 
in May went into effect several weeks ago, and a resident of Sunset Avenue, where noise 
complaints have been of particular concern.
The Police and Public Health departments were also represented, yet no students were 
ever involved in the process despite multiple invitations, according to Kent and Walczak.
Both said it was unfortunate to not have any student participation.
"There was a lot of work put into this," said Walczak noting the CCC's two years of study and 
research into similar laws in college communities around the U.S.
Despite the committee's efforts, several students were not optimistic that off­campus 
behavior will change.
"People always find a way around it," said Sabrina Seiderman, a UMass freshman living in 
John Adams.
Freshman Sebastian Pokora who lives in Kennedy and plans to attend parties off­campus 
agreed.
"It's not going to stop me," he said. "I'll just have to have an escape plan."
Though not confident in the bylaw's effectiveness, Tim Keefe, an on­campus sophomore 
said, "It would kind of suck to have to pay $300."
If the law goes into effect, residents will be notified, including the UMass community and 
landlords, according to Kent.
The "Nuisance House" bylaw would then become the fourth bylaw aimed at curbing 
excessive partying in Amherst, joining the "Keg Licensing" bylaw, the "Open Container" 
bylaw, and the "Unlawful Noise" bylaw.
Kamins Real Estate, the owners of The Townhouses, Presidential, Crestview, Colonial 
Village, College Inn, Lantern Court and Mill Hollow declined to comment on the bylaw.
Lincoln Realty, who manages some rental property on Hobart Lane, was not available for 
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Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu. 
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Amherst bylaw looks to quiet off­campus 
partiers


Matt Rocheleau and William McGuinness, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 9/9/08 Section: News


Walczak was on the committee created by the Campus and Community Coalition to Reduce 
High­Risk Drinking (CCC) which brought the bylaw to the Amherst Town Meeting, where it 
passed in the spring.
He said the group also included the town manager of Hadley, where a similar law passed 
in May went into effect several weeks ago, and a resident of Sunset Avenue, where noise 
complaints have been of particular concern.
The Police and Public Health departments were also represented, yet no students were 
ever involved in the process despite multiple invitations, according to Kent and Walczak.
Both said it was unfortunate to not have any student participation.
"There was a lot of work put into this," said Walczak noting the CCC's two years of study and 
research into similar laws in college communities around the U.S.
Despite the committee's efforts, several students were not optimistic that off­campus 
behavior will change.
"People always find a way around it," said Sabrina Seiderman, a UMass freshman living in 
John Adams.
Freshman Sebastian Pokora who lives in Kennedy and plans to attend parties off­campus 
agreed.
"It's not going to stop me," he said. "I'll just have to have an escape plan."
Though not confident in the bylaw's effectiveness, Tim Keefe, an on­campus sophomore 
said, "It would kind of suck to have to pay $300."
If the law goes into effect, residents will be notified, including the UMass community and 
landlords, according to Kent.
The "Nuisance House" bylaw would then become the fourth bylaw aimed at curbing 
excessive partying in Amherst, joining the "Keg Licensing" bylaw, the "Open Container" 
bylaw, and the "Unlawful Noise" bylaw.
Kamins Real Estate, the owners of The Townhouses, Presidential, Crestview, Colonial 
Village, College Inn, Lantern Court and Mill Hollow declined to comment on the bylaw.
Lincoln Realty, who manages some rental property on Hobart Lane, was not available for 
comment.
Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu. 
Will McGuinness can be reached at wmcguinn@gmail.com.
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UMass groups lends a hand in Kenya


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 9/12/08 Section: News


By Matt Rocheleau


Collegian Staff


Engineers without Borders helps Kenyan village


When asked what stood out most during their recent volunteer work in Kenya, Christina 
Stauber and Patrick Border paused for a moment.


It's not that nothing came to mind; rather, they could not immediately choose from their 
inventory of special moments.


A University of Massachusetts graduate student in environmental engineering, Stauber 
served as the team leader for an Engineers Without Borders (EWB) student chapter that 
spent three weeks in July improving drinking water for a rural farming village in the 
Namawanga area of western Kenya.


Joining her and undergraduate Border, were graduate student Amanda Keyes, 
undergraduate Patrick Westropp, recent graduates Thomas Chase and Christopher 
Arsenault, professor of civil and environmental engineering John Tobiason, and 
professional mentor David Bakuli. Bakuli is a native of western Kenya who knows the local 
language. He earned his doctorate in industrial engineering from UMass in 1993 and now 
teaches at Westfield State College.


The trip was the third time the EWB chapter has sent a group to this location as part of the 
Kenya Water Program. The chapter's goal is to eventually provide a self­sufficient, reliable 
water supply for over 3,000 people. In this area, crops like sugarcane, sweet potatoes and 
corn are prominent, but lack clean water sources.


Villagers sometimes walk over two miles to find a source for water, which, if not dry, is often 
contaminated with animal or human waste. Households can spend as many as five hours 
in one day getting water.


Overall, Stauber felt the trip was successful in improving the villagers' situation.


"We hit all of our components and goals," she said, which included performing health 
surveys, educating students about clean water, working on construction projects and 
measuring the water quality of spring boxes. The spring boxes allow shallow groundwater 
in the hill to collect behind a concrete structure and pour out of pipes, where the water can 
be obtained. 


Continued... 


Page 1 of 2 next > 


Article Tools
Subscribe:


My Yahoo!   Google   


 


The Massachusetts Daily Collegian has an 'open door' policy with regards to reader 
comments. In the interest of facilitating an open discourse, comments are not screened or 
edited for spelling, mechanics or content. Comments on our website cannot be verified by 
The Collegian and in no way represent the opinions of The Massachusetts Daily Collegian 
or its staff.


Be the first to comment on this story


 Notify me of followup comments via e­mail  


Type your comment below (html not allowed)


   I am not posting spam. I understand posting spam or other comments that are 
unrelated to this article will cause my comment to be flagged for deletion and possibly 
cause my IP address to be permanently banned from this server.


 


National College Advertising and Marketing  | Privacy Policy  (8/15/07) | Terms of Use (4/28/08)


Content Submission Agreement  (8/23/07) | Copyright Compliance Policy  (8/25/07) | RSS Terms of Use 


 


Print Email    Page 1 of 2 next >


Share:
Facebook   Blogger   del.icio.us   digg   newsvine  


NOTE: Email address will not be published 


Name: (required) 


Email: (required)


Website: 


gfedc


gfedc


Post


News


Pagan pride '08 
Drum Corps leader honored 
Library evacuation forces study break 
NPHC hosts 'Meet the Greeks' Event 
Real Talk: Black in America 


Arts & Living


Voices of Guantanamo Bay to haunt Amherst 
Students' guide to English pubs 
Pinback ready to dominate 
Sci­fi "Eagle Eye" full of action and explosions  


Editorial / Opinion


In Mass., it's a 'green' ballot 
Invisible campaigning 
SGA, student apathy 
Unresponsible hospitals  


Sports


COMMENTARY: Minutemen can't find net 
UM struggles to capitalize 
Minutemen return to McGuirk after bye 
Salvaggione nets game winners 
Beam leads 49er's 


POLL 


This month, UMass Chaplain Kent Higgins 
was reprimanded by the University for 
offering credits to students for their 
participation in the Obama campaign. 
Should a state university offer credits to 
students for partisan campaigning?


 Yes ­­ it encourages educated citizenship.  


 No ­­ it compromises the University's ethic.  


 It's all the same to me. 


View Results 


24 Hour News


 


 


nmlkj


nmlkj


nmlkj


Submit Vote


 


INTERACT 


Login


Email Edition


About Us


Forums


Podcasts


Syndication


Letter to the Editor


Classifieds


Ad Rates


Archives


Search


SPECIAL ISSUES 


The Score 2007 Online


UMass YakBack


BLOGS 


News Blog


Sports Blog


Arts & Living Blog


LINKS 


UMass Amherst


Amherst Wire


CampusLIVE


College Publisher


PRINT PDF 


 


COLLEGIAN RESOURCES 


Sovereign Bank


 2008 Woodie Awards  Vote Absentee Music Jobs Top College News Money


 


Front Page 


© The Daily Collegian 


Powered by College Publisher 


College Publisher powered by   and 


Search



http://www.quantcast.com/p-94wNw88f65Rhk

javascript:showhide_links();

http://cpsite.collegepublisher.com/join/index.html

http://www.mtvu.com/about/advertising/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/channel/network

javascript:showhide_search();

javascript:sesubmit();

http://woodies.mtvu.com/

http://govoteabsentee.com/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/channel/music/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/channel/career/

http://media.www.dailycollegian.com/channel/collegeheadlines/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/channel/money/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/weather/

http://admanager3.collegepublisher.com/runtime/noScriptClickThrough.cfm?iposition=11&ipaper_id=874&callingSite=www%2Ewww.dailycollegian.com%2Ecom

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/

http://admanager2.broadbandpublisher.com/newspaperBanners/clientClickThrough.adp?iPosition=1&iPaper_id=874&javascriptIncludeMode=0&callingSite=www%2Edailycollegian%2Ecom

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/news/2008/09/12/News/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/news/2008/09/12/News/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/index.cfm?event=displayArticlePrinterFriendly&uStory_id=2ce21755-b23a-4381-960f-9b5be23b37f1

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/index.cfm?event=displayEmailArticleForm&uStory_id=2ce21755-b23a-4381-960f-9b5be23b37f1

http://www.dailycollegian.com/news/2008/09/12/News/Umass.Groups.Lends.A.Hand.In.Kenya-3427311-page2.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/news/2008/09/12/News/Umass.Groups.Lends.A.Hand.In.Kenya-3427311-page2.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/news/2008/09/12/News/Umass.Groups.Lends.A.Hand.In.Kenya-3427311-page2.shtml

javascript:var d=document,f='http://www.facebook.com/share',l=d.location,e=encodeURIComponent,p='.php?src=bm&v=4&i=1162578701&u='+e(l.href+'&sourcedomain='+paper_domain+'&facebook')+'&t='+e(d.title);try{if(!/^(.*\.)?facebook\.[^.]*$/.test(l.host))throw(0);share_internal_bookmarklet(p)}catch(z){a=function(){if(!window.open(f+'r'+p,'sharer','toolbar=0,status=0,resizable=0,width=626,height=436'))l.href=f+p};if(/Firefox/.test(navigator.userAgent))setTimeout(a,0);else{a()}}void(0)

javascript:popw='';Q='';x=document;y=window;if(x.selection)%20{Q=x.selection.createRange().text;}%20else%20if%20(y.getSelection)%20{Q=y.getSelection();}%20else%20if%20(x.getSelection)%20{Q=x.getSelection();}popw%20=%20y.open('http://www.blogger.com/blog_this.pyra?t='%20+%20escape(Q)%20+%20'&u='%20+%20escape(location.href)%20+%20'&n='%20+%20escape(document.title),'bloggerForm','scrollbars=no,width=475,height=300,top=175,left=75,status=yes,resizable=yes');if%20(!document.all)%20T%20=%20setTimeout('popw.focus()',50);void(0);

javascript:window.document.location='http://del.icio.us/post?url='+escape(document.location.toString());

javascript:window.document.location='http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url='+escape(document.location.toString());

javascript:window.document.location='http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed&save?u='+escape(document.location.toString());

javascript:window.document.location='http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http://www.dailycollegian.com/articles.rss';

javascript:window.document.location='http://fusion.google.com/add?feedurl=http://www.dailycollegian.com/articles.rss';

http://www.dailycollegian.com/user/index.cfm?event=displayLogin&successURL=%252Fhome%252Findex%252Ecfm%253Fevent%253DdisplayArticle%2526ustory%255Fid%253D2ce21755%252Db23a%252D4381%252D960f%252D9b5be23b37f1%2523postform

http://admanager2.broadbandpublisher.com/newspaperBanners/clientClickThrough.adp?iPosition=2&iPaper_id=874&javascriptIncludeMode=0&callingSite=www%2Edailycollegian%2Ecom

javascript:document.voteform.submit();

http://www.dailycollegian.com/poll/index.cfm?event=displayPollResults

http://admanager2.broadbandpublisher.com/newspaperBanners/clientClickThrough.adp?iPosition=3&iPaper_id=874&javascriptIncludeMode=0&callingSite=www%2Edailycollegian%2Ecom

http://admanager3.collegepublisher.com/runtime/noScriptClickThrough.cfm?iposition=2&ipaper_id=874&callingSite=www.dailycollegian.com

http://www.dailycollegian.com/login/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/register/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/about

http://dailycollegian.glexia.net/mybb/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/podcasts

http://www.dailycollegian.com/syndication

http://www.dailycollegian.com/lettertoeditor

http://dailycollegian.campusave.com/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/advertising

http://www.dailycollegian.com/archives

http://www.dailycollegian.com/search

http://dailycollegian.glexia.net/thescoreonline07/Final%20Template%20Score%20'07%20pg1.html

http://www.dailycollegian.com/media/storage/paper874/news/2008/03/27/Multimedia/Umass.Yakback-3287570.shtml

http://dailycollegian.blogspot.com/

http://blog.masslive.com/dailycollegiansports/

http://allaccessarts.blogspot.com/

http://www.umass.edu/

http://www.amherstwire.com/

http://www.campuslive.com/umass

http://www.collegepublisher.com/

http://admanager2.broadbandpublisher.com/newspaperBanners/clientClickThrough.adp?iPosition=4&iPaper_id=874&javascriptIncludeMode=0&callingSite=www%2Edailycollegian%2Ecom

http://www.sovereignbank.com/personal/banking/checking/default.asp





 


Home > News 


UMass groups lends a hand in Kenya


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 9/12/08 Section: News


By Matt Rocheleau


Collegian Staff


Engineers without Borders helps Kenyan village


When asked what stood out most during their recent volunteer work in Kenya, Christina 
Stauber and Patrick Border paused for a moment.


It's not that nothing came to mind; rather, they could not immediately choose from their 
inventory of special moments.


A University of Massachusetts graduate student in environmental engineering, Stauber 
served as the team leader for an Engineers Without Borders (EWB) student chapter that 
spent three weeks in July improving drinking water for a rural farming village in the 
Namawanga area of western Kenya.


Joining her and undergraduate Border, were graduate student Amanda Keyes, 
undergraduate Patrick Westropp, recent graduates Thomas Chase and Christopher 
Arsenault, professor of civil and environmental engineering John Tobiason, and 
professional mentor David Bakuli. Bakuli is a native of western Kenya who knows the local 
language. He earned his doctorate in industrial engineering from UMass in 1993 and now 
teaches at Westfield State College.


The trip was the third time the EWB chapter has sent a group to this location as part of the 
Kenya Water Program. The chapter's goal is to eventually provide a self­sufficient, reliable 
water supply for over 3,000 people. In this area, crops like sugarcane, sweet potatoes and 
corn are prominent, but lack clean water sources.


Villagers sometimes walk over two miles to find a source for water, which, if not dry, is often 
contaminated with animal or human waste. Households can spend as many as five hours 
in one day getting water.


Overall, Stauber felt the trip was successful in improving the villagers' situation.


"We hit all of our components and goals," she said, which included performing health 
surveys, educating students about clean water, working on construction projects and 
measuring the water quality of spring boxes. The spring boxes allow shallow groundwater 
in the hill to collect behind a concrete structure and pour out of pipes, where the water can 
be obtained. 
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UMass groups lends a hand in Kenya


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 9/12/08 Section: News


Construction was focused on building another spring box and improving some projects 
done by EWB in past visits.


"The work we had done the previous year was well maintained in some places and not so 
well maintained in others," said Tobiason, who had also gone on the Jan. 2007 trip.


Namely, wooden fence posts installed to protect the spring boxes had rotted or been 
knocked over by livestock. The group built new fences and mended old ones using steel 
posts held by concrete.


Although there was work to be done, the trip was also about interacting with the people of 
Namawanga.


"They are possibly some of the friendliest people I've ever met in my life," said Border.


"While one of us was working, the other would often be found taking pictures and giggling 
with the children in the village, making sure to display the pictures after taking them so that 
people could see what they looked like on the camera," reads the group's blog.


The group got to experience the Kenyan culture, eating foods like ugali, mashed bananas, 
rice, chipati and chicken. Both Tobiason and Stauber felt the villagers were very hospitable 
and kept everyone well fed.


"The food was excellent. I can't eat the D.C. food anymore after eating there," Border said.


Though the Kenyans spoke English ­ in addition to Swahili and their local language Bukusu 
­ the difference in accents, as well as culture, made communication difficult at times, said 
Stauber.


Stauber recalls work being done on a spring box while her group was preparing to pour 
concrete for fence posts. A villager named Patrick was digging a deep trench and Bakuli 
was chopping wood. What stood out for Stauber was how cool it was to watch a group with 
such unique backgrounds working together. 


As she described it, she was in Kenya alongside Americans, Kenyans and Bakuli who was 
returning to his native Kenya from America. Everyone was "putting their whole hearts into the 
work," said Stauber.


The proudest moment for Border was watching the water begin to come through the pipes 
on the spring box the group constructed.


"The best thing was to see the work we actually did pull through," he said.


Stauber said another special moment for her was reading the thank you notes given to 
them by a Kenyan man before the group left. One woman showed thanks by giving the 
group painted gourds.


Despite the Kenyans' thanks, the group knows there is more to be done. Their main 
objective is to drill a permanent well, said Stauber, but the group is $8,000 shy of the 
$20,000 needed.


According to Stauber and Tobiason, the EWB will be returning to the village next year, 
though no date has been picked. Stauber said several of the most recent group's members, 
including her and Border, plan to go on the next trip.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.
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UMass groups lends a hand in Kenya


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 9/12/08 Section: News


Construction was focused on building another spring box and improving some projects 
done by EWB in past visits.


"The work we had done the previous year was well maintained in some places and not so 
well maintained in others," said Tobiason, who had also gone on the Jan. 2007 trip.


Namely, wooden fence posts installed to protect the spring boxes had rotted or been 
knocked over by livestock. The group built new fences and mended old ones using steel 
posts held by concrete.


Although there was work to be done, the trip was also about interacting with the people of 
Namawanga.


"They are possibly some of the friendliest people I've ever met in my life," said Border.


"While one of us was working, the other would often be found taking pictures and giggling 
with the children in the village, making sure to display the pictures after taking them so that 
people could see what they looked like on the camera," reads the group's blog.


The group got to experience the Kenyan culture, eating foods like ugali, mashed bananas, 
rice, chipati and chicken. Both Tobiason and Stauber felt the villagers were very hospitable 
and kept everyone well fed.


"The food was excellent. I can't eat the D.C. food anymore after eating there," Border said.


Though the Kenyans spoke English ­ in addition to Swahili and their local language Bukusu 
­ the difference in accents, as well as culture, made communication difficult at times, said 
Stauber.


Stauber recalls work being done on a spring box while her group was preparing to pour 
concrete for fence posts. A villager named Patrick was digging a deep trench and Bakuli 
was chopping wood. What stood out for Stauber was how cool it was to watch a group with 
such unique backgrounds working together. 


As she described it, she was in Kenya alongside Americans, Kenyans and Bakuli who was 
returning to his native Kenya from America. Everyone was "putting their whole hearts into the 
work," said Stauber.


The proudest moment for Border was watching the water begin to come through the pipes 
on the spring box the group constructed.


"The best thing was to see the work we actually did pull through," he said.


Stauber said another special moment for her was reading the thank you notes given to 
them by a Kenyan man before the group left. One woman showed thanks by giving the 
group painted gourds.


Despite the Kenyans' thanks, the group knows there is more to be done. Their main 
objective is to drill a permanent well, said Stauber, but the group is $8,000 shy of the 
$20,000 needed.


According to Stauber and Tobiason, the EWB will be returning to the village next year, 
though no date has been picked. Stauber said several of the most recent group's members, 
including her and Border, plan to go on the next trip.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.
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was reprimanded by the University for 
offering credits to students for their 
participation in the Obama campaign. 
Should a state university offer credits to 
students for partisan campaigning?
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UMass groups lends a hand in Kenya


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 9/12/08 Section: News


Construction was focused on building another spring box and improving some projects 
done by EWB in past visits.


"The work we had done the previous year was well maintained in some places and not so 
well maintained in others," said Tobiason, who had also gone on the Jan. 2007 trip.


Namely, wooden fence posts installed to protect the spring boxes had rotted or been 
knocked over by livestock. The group built new fences and mended old ones using steel 
posts held by concrete.


Although there was work to be done, the trip was also about interacting with the people of 
Namawanga.


"They are possibly some of the friendliest people I've ever met in my life," said Border.


"While one of us was working, the other would often be found taking pictures and giggling 
with the children in the village, making sure to display the pictures after taking them so that 
people could see what they looked like on the camera," reads the group's blog.


The group got to experience the Kenyan culture, eating foods like ugali, mashed bananas, 
rice, chipati and chicken. Both Tobiason and Stauber felt the villagers were very hospitable 
and kept everyone well fed.


"The food was excellent. I can't eat the D.C. food anymore after eating there," Border said.


Though the Kenyans spoke English ­ in addition to Swahili and their local language Bukusu 
­ the difference in accents, as well as culture, made communication difficult at times, said 
Stauber.


Stauber recalls work being done on a spring box while her group was preparing to pour 
concrete for fence posts. A villager named Patrick was digging a deep trench and Bakuli 
was chopping wood. What stood out for Stauber was how cool it was to watch a group with 
such unique backgrounds working together. 


As she described it, she was in Kenya alongside Americans, Kenyans and Bakuli who was 
returning to his native Kenya from America. Everyone was "putting their whole hearts into the 
work," said Stauber.


The proudest moment for Border was watching the water begin to come through the pipes 
on the spring box the group constructed.


"The best thing was to see the work we actually did pull through," he said.


Stauber said another special moment for her was reading the thank you notes given to 
them by a Kenyan man before the group left. One woman showed thanks by giving the 
group painted gourds.


Despite the Kenyans' thanks, the group knows there is more to be done. Their main 
objective is to drill a permanent well, said Stauber, but the group is $8,000 shy of the 
$20,000 needed.


According to Stauber and Tobiason, the EWB will be returning to the village next year, 
though no date has been picked. Stauber said several of the most recent group's members, 
including her and Border, plan to go on the next trip.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.
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The Amherst Brewing Company, a full­
service brewery, bar and restaurant is 
planning to expand its popular 
downtown location and open earlier on 
Sundays for brunch.


Pending town approval and building 
permits, the ABC will connect the 
vacant space next door to its present 
location at 24 North Pleasant St. in 
Amherst.


The space became available when the 
Mystery Train Record store relocated to 
178­A North Pleasant St. 


John Korpita, owner of the ABC, expects the estimated $100,000 project to start in mid­
October and finish sometime in December.


Korpita said the construction will not disturb the existing location. The biggest change, 
however, will be moving the main entrance to the empty record store's previous entrance, as 
to eliminate the bottleneck that can occur on Friday and Saturday nights, according to 
Korpita.


Extending above the new entrance, they will construct a more permanent awning to replace 
the old one above the outdoor patio seating area.


"The new awning will really dress up the place," added Korpita.


The new space adds about 40 seats to the existing 150­seat restaurant downstairs and 
100­seat lounge and game room upstairs. As part of a design to reassemble the upstairs, 
most seating will be benches or booths and the addition will be equipped with televisions to 
create a "lounge feel," according to Korpita.


"The downstairs dining room is not an appealing place to hang out compared to the 
upstairs and we want to bring that comfortable feel down here," he said.


Korpita hopes the new space will attract guests, especially if there is a line for the upstairs 
or if it is crowded.


Initially, the plans were to connect the new area by knocking down the entire wall. However, 
they have decided for now to have two regular doorways, allowing large groups to sit 
together but still have their own privacy. 
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The Amherst Brewing Company is buying out the 
space next door, formerly Mystery Train Records, to
expand seating and decrease weekend crowds.
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With business booming, ABC to expand


By Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 9/16/08 Section: News


The Amherst Brewing Company, a full­
service brewery, bar and restaurant is 
planning to expand its popular 
downtown location and open earlier on 
Sundays for brunch.


Pending town approval and building 
permits, the ABC will connect the 
vacant space next door to its present 
location at 24 North Pleasant St. in 
Amherst.


The space became available when the 
Mystery Train Record store relocated to 
178­A North Pleasant St. 


John Korpita, owner of the ABC, expects the estimated $100,000 project to start in mid­
October and finish sometime in December.


Korpita said the construction will not disturb the existing location. The biggest change, 
however, will be moving the main entrance to the empty record store's previous entrance, as 
to eliminate the bottleneck that can occur on Friday and Saturday nights, according to 
Korpita.


Extending above the new entrance, they will construct a more permanent awning to replace 
the old one above the outdoor patio seating area.


"The new awning will really dress up the place," added Korpita.


The new space adds about 40 seats to the existing 150­seat restaurant downstairs and 
100­seat lounge and game room upstairs. As part of a design to reassemble the upstairs, 
most seating will be benches or booths and the addition will be equipped with televisions to 
create a "lounge feel," according to Korpita.


"The downstairs dining room is not an appealing place to hang out compared to the 
upstairs and we want to bring that comfortable feel down here," he said.


Korpita hopes the new space will attract guests, especially if there is a line for the upstairs 
or if it is crowded.


Initially, the plans were to connect the new area by knocking down the entire wall. However, 
they have decided for now to have two regular doorways, allowing large groups to sit 
together but still have their own privacy. 
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The Amherst Brewing Company is buying out the 
space next door, formerly Mystery Train Records, to
expand seating and decrease weekend crowds.
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With business booming, ABC to expand


By Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 9/16/08 Section: News


The plans also call for a small retail space at the main entrance where patrons can buy T­
shirts and growlers, or half­gallon glass jugs filled with draft beer. The ABC will also offer 
"sauces, dressings, pickles and other stuff that no one really knows we sell," explained 
Korpita.


The expansion will also give more room for storage and the kitchen, which Korpita said is 
currently crammed.


When asked additional rent costs the ABC would incur, Korpita said, "We're like Park Place," 
he said referring to the brewery's prime location. "But, it's worth it."


Korpita said several regular customers have expressed excitement for the addition.


"I think they could use the additional room, and I like the idea behind it," said Glenn 
Coggins, a retired Amherst resident and a regular at ABC.


The ABC will also request to open at 9 a.m. instead of 11 a.m. on Sundays to accommodate 
for their recently introduced Sunday brunch menu, which is available until 2 p.m.


"There has been a good response to the brunch so far," said Korpita, who hopes an earlier 
opening time will increase the brunch's popularity. 


The expansion and change in business hours proposals will go before a town hearing on 
Sept. 25. Korpita remains confident in gaining approval, as he believes the plans are 
straightforward.


Architectural plans of the expansion are on display in record store's old window. Since 
opening in 1997, the ABC has expanded and renovated on several occasions, most notably 
in 2002 when the second floor opened and became known as "The Upstairs at ABC," 
according to the company's Web site.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.
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The plans also call for a small retail space at the main entrance where patrons can buy T­
shirts and growlers, or half­gallon glass jugs filled with draft beer. The ABC will also offer 
"sauces, dressings, pickles and other stuff that no one really knows we sell," explained 
Korpita.


The expansion will also give more room for storage and the kitchen, which Korpita said is 
currently crammed.


When asked additional rent costs the ABC would incur, Korpita said, "We're like Park Place," 
he said referring to the brewery's prime location. "But, it's worth it."


Korpita said several regular customers have expressed excitement for the addition.


"I think they could use the additional room, and I like the idea behind it," said Glenn 
Coggins, a retired Amherst resident and a regular at ABC.


The ABC will also request to open at 9 a.m. instead of 11 a.m. on Sundays to accommodate 
for their recently introduced Sunday brunch menu, which is available until 2 p.m.


"There has been a good response to the brunch so far," said Korpita, who hopes an earlier 
opening time will increase the brunch's popularity. 


The expansion and change in business hours proposals will go before a town hearing on 
Sept. 25. Korpita remains confident in gaining approval, as he believes the plans are 
straightforward.


Architectural plans of the expansion are on display in record store's old window. Since 
opening in 1997, the ABC has expanded and renovated on several occasions, most notably 
in 2002 when the second floor opened and became known as "The Upstairs at ABC," 
according to the company's Web site.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.
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The University of Massachusetts has received a C+ on the 2009 College Sustainability 
Report Card, which is used to rate the nation's greenest colleges and universities.


The Sustainable Endowments Institute, based in Cambridge, Mass., graded 300 schools in 
nine categories: climate and energy use, green building, food and recycling, transportation, 
administration, student involvement, endowment transparency, shareholder engagement 
and investment priorities.


The results said UMass excels in climate change and energy, as well as food and recycling. 
The University received an A in both categories. However, the overall grade was brought 
down with Fs in endowment transparency and shareholder engagement.


"The campus is pleased to have been rated well in categories that make a major difference, 
such as climate change and energy, and food and recycling," said Ed Blaguszewski, 
director of the Office of News and Information. "We expect to work more on student 
involvement, where we can certainly improve our performance." 


Despite scoring well in some categories, some students are displeased with the overall 
outcome.


Junior Justin Trenga and senior Weston Neff, both environmental design majors, said they 
are "disappointed" and "ashamed" at the University's C+.


"I don't think we're very green," said Adrianne Economu, a senior majoring in hospitality and 
tourism management. "I don't see much effort around campus." 


Last year, the five UMass campuses were assessed as one group and also earned a C+. 
This year only the Amherst campus was reviewed, and received the same grade. In 
comparison, two thirds of the schools earned higher scores than a year ago, according to 
the analysis.


Lisa Tuska, a research fellow for the Sustainable Endowments Institute, said one way 
UMass can boost its marks for next year is to, "get the administration's policies for 
sustainability out to the public."


"Every year it gets a little more competitive," she said, meaning improvement is likely 
necessary for UMass to maintain its position. 
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The University of Massachusetts has received a C+ on the 2009 College Sustainability 
Report Card, which is used to rate the nation's greenest colleges and universities.


The Sustainable Endowments Institute, based in Cambridge, Mass., graded 300 schools in 
nine categories: climate and energy use, green building, food and recycling, transportation, 
administration, student involvement, endowment transparency, shareholder engagement 
and investment priorities.


The results said UMass excels in climate change and energy, as well as food and recycling. 
The University received an A in both categories. However, the overall grade was brought 
down with Fs in endowment transparency and shareholder engagement.


"The campus is pleased to have been rated well in categories that make a major difference, 
such as climate change and energy, and food and recycling," said Ed Blaguszewski, 
director of the Office of News and Information. "We expect to work more on student 
involvement, where we can certainly improve our performance." 


Despite scoring well in some categories, some students are displeased with the overall 
outcome.


Junior Justin Trenga and senior Weston Neff, both environmental design majors, said they 
are "disappointed" and "ashamed" at the University's C+.


"I don't think we're very green," said Adrianne Economu, a senior majoring in hospitality and 
tourism management. "I don't see much effort around campus." 


Last year, the five UMass campuses were assessed as one group and also earned a C+. 
This year only the Amherst campus was reviewed, and received the same grade. In 
comparison, two thirds of the schools earned higher scores than a year ago, according to 
the analysis.


Lisa Tuska, a research fellow for the Sustainable Endowments Institute, said one way 
UMass can boost its marks for next year is to, "get the administration's policies for 
sustainability out to the public."


"Every year it gets a little more competitive," she said, meaning improvement is likely 
necessary for UMass to maintain its position. 
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UMass gets 'green' report card
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 9/26/08 Section: News


Though average, other nearby schools outranked UMass overall.


UMass ranked 14th out of 21 schools surveyed in the state and 24th out of 37 in New 
England.


Smith College and Amherst College each received a B+. Mount Holyoke College posted a 
B­. Hampshire College was not included in the survey. 


The University of New Hampshire and the University of Vermont were two of 15 schools 
qualifying as College Sustainability Leaders by earning the highest overall grade of A­. 


Complete results are available at GreenReportCard.org, an interactive Web site which 
launched Wednesday morning. The site allows users to search the report card's three­year 
history, filter the results, and compare schools side­by­side. 


"This Web site will help high school students make an educated college choice," said Mark 
Orlowski, executive director of the Sustainable Endowments Institute.


The online content aimed at college students, alumni and university administrators 
especially, said Tuska.


"We hope the schools can use the site as a tool for improvement and learn from each 
other," she said.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.


The Collegian's "Old News" ­ a week­in­review Podcast hosted by Collegian news editors. 
https://udrive.oit.umass.edu/wmcguinn.Podcasts/collegiannews1.mp3
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About average


UMass gets 'green' report card
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 9/26/08 Section: News


Though average, other nearby schools outranked UMass overall.


UMass ranked 14th out of 21 schools surveyed in the state and 24th out of 37 in New 
England.


Smith College and Amherst College each received a B+. Mount Holyoke College posted a 
B­. Hampshire College was not included in the survey. 


The University of New Hampshire and the University of Vermont were two of 15 schools 
qualifying as College Sustainability Leaders by earning the highest overall grade of A­. 


Complete results are available at GreenReportCard.org, an interactive Web site which 
launched Wednesday morning. The site allows users to search the report card's three­year 
history, filter the results, and compare schools side­by­side. 


"This Web site will help high school students make an educated college choice," said Mark 
Orlowski, executive director of the Sustainable Endowments Institute.


The online content aimed at college students, alumni and university administrators 
especially, said Tuska.


"We hope the schools can use the site as a tool for improvement and learn from each 
other," she said.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.


The Collegian's "Old News" ­ a week­in­review Podcast hosted by Collegian news editors. 
https://udrive.oit.umass.edu/wmcguinn.Podcasts/collegiannews1.mp3
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Veterans, grannies protest war


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 10/2/08 Section: News


As a sergeant in the U.S. Army serving in Iraq, 
Scott Palmer recalls having his weapon aimed 
at a silhouette of what appeared to be an armed 
person standing in the tower of a building. 


Keeping himself from pulling the trigger 
prevented Palmer from making what he said 
would have been the biggest mistake of his life, 
as the silhouette turned out to be a young boy 
holding a broomstick.


This was just one of many stories shared by members of the local Iraq Veterans Against the 
War (IVAW) chapter who provided emotional testimonies of their service in Iraq and 
Afghanistan at the Cape Cod Lounge Wednesday night.


The event called "Winter Soldier" is one of many talks being held across the U.S. by the 
IVAW as a continuation of an event held in March when over 200 veterans and soldiers, as 
well as many Iraqi and Afghan civilians, met in Maryland to discuss their experiences.


The main goals of the IVAW and the panel discussion are immediate withdrawal of forces in 
Iraq, reparations for Iraqis and better support for returning servicemen and women.


"It's not easy for us to tell our stories. They drudge up difficult emotions," said Ted 
Goodnight who left the Army National Guard after 15 years of service including a tour in 
Afghanistan.


Goodnight said when he realized there was no support for the troops from the government 
he decided to leave his service. 


After returning from Afghanistan, Goodnight was sent to Mississippi to provide humanitarian 
aid through the National Guard after Hurricane Katrina.


He said his group was deployed with weapons and ammunition, which had never been the 
case in his four previous humanitarian aid assignments.


"Instead of doing humanitarian work we were marching up and down the streets with 
loaded rifles to stop the supposed looting," he said.


The speakers told similar stories of how they came to oppose the wars they were fighting 
and how some memories are hard to get over.


"Things were definitely not right when I returned home after what I'd seen, witnessed and 
done in Iraq," said Palmer.


Nathan Lusignan, who served as a military police officer in Iraq, told how his compound 
was attacked by a suicide car bomb, killing a fellow soldier.


"These people were so disgusted with us and could not tolerate us so much that they killed 
themselves. When I talk about it, it just makes me feel…not well," he said. 
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Ed Cutting
posted 10/02/08 @ 7:19 AM EST 


I look at this quite simply ­­ it is a violation of the UCMJ to commit war crimes, and it is a 
violation of the UCMJ to fail to report others committing war crimes. (Continued…) 
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Veterans, grannies protest war


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 10/2/08 Section: News


As a sergeant in the U.S. Army serving in Iraq, 
Scott Palmer recalls having his weapon aimed 
at a silhouette of what appeared to be an armed 
person standing in the tower of a building. 


Keeping himself from pulling the trigger 
prevented Palmer from making what he said 
would have been the biggest mistake of his life, 
as the silhouette turned out to be a young boy 
holding a broomstick.


This was just one of many stories shared by members of the local Iraq Veterans Against the 
War (IVAW) chapter who provided emotional testimonies of their service in Iraq and 
Afghanistan at the Cape Cod Lounge Wednesday night.


The event called "Winter Soldier" is one of many talks being held across the U.S. by the 
IVAW as a continuation of an event held in March when over 200 veterans and soldiers, as 
well as many Iraqi and Afghan civilians, met in Maryland to discuss their experiences.


The main goals of the IVAW and the panel discussion are immediate withdrawal of forces in 
Iraq, reparations for Iraqis and better support for returning servicemen and women.


"It's not easy for us to tell our stories. They drudge up difficult emotions," said Ted 
Goodnight who left the Army National Guard after 15 years of service including a tour in 
Afghanistan.


Goodnight said when he realized there was no support for the troops from the government 
he decided to leave his service. 


After returning from Afghanistan, Goodnight was sent to Mississippi to provide humanitarian 
aid through the National Guard after Hurricane Katrina.


He said his group was deployed with weapons and ammunition, which had never been the 
case in his four previous humanitarian aid assignments.


"Instead of doing humanitarian work we were marching up and down the streets with 
loaded rifles to stop the supposed looting," he said.


The speakers told similar stories of how they came to oppose the wars they were fighting 
and how some memories are hard to get over.


"Things were definitely not right when I returned home after what I'd seen, witnessed and 
done in Iraq," said Palmer.


Nathan Lusignan, who served as a military police officer in Iraq, told how his compound 
was attacked by a suicide car bomb, killing a fellow soldier.


"These people were so disgusted with us and could not tolerate us so much that they killed 
themselves. When I talk about it, it just makes me feel…not well," he said. 
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Event moderator and formerly an active duty member in the Air Force, Michael 
VanValkenburg, said he remembers being told by a superior during a training exercise to 
target women and children because they could be terrorists.


"The dehumanization of the enemy really stood out," said VanValkenburg. "I became 
opposed to what we were doing by how I was being trained and the impact of it had on my 
brothers and sisters in the military."


In 2005, when Daniel Blain's child was born, he was training as a military policeman.


"The first thing that came to mind was not 'Wow, I'm a dad,' but 'how can I train to kill 
someone else's baby?'" said Blain, "I as a Christian and a father could not continue to 
serve."


Blain said he then applied for discharge as a conscientious objector, which allows soldiers 
to avoid participation in combatant warfare based on religious, moral or ethical grounds.


He said his application has not been accepted and has seen soldiers wait up to 18 months 
before having theirs considered. During the process, Blain said he has not been supported 
by many military members.


"I have even faced scorn and derision from family members, including my parents," he said.


Natalia Tylim a member of the Campus Antiwar Network and a senior at Smith College also 
spoke and said the government has given many people a false sense of hope on the 
success of the insurgency of troops in Iraq.


The crowd applauded each speaker, including members from the Raging Granny's of 
Western Mass. who introduced the event with a song.


The women are part of an international group who sing for peace and justice where people 
request them.


Raging Granny member Donna McKay told how she appreciated the stories each speaker 
shared. 


"They were here giving us their experiences at their own expense," she said.


"I was really moved by their comments and stories," said Packi Wieland, another member. "I 
appreciate their honesty and how important it is for us to hear those stories. 
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Veterans, grannies protest war
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Issue date: 10/2/08 Section: News


Event moderator and formerly an active duty member in the Air Force, Michael 
VanValkenburg, said he remembers being told by a superior during a training exercise to 
target women and children because they could be terrorists.


"The dehumanization of the enemy really stood out," said VanValkenburg. "I became 
opposed to what we were doing by how I was being trained and the impact of it had on my 
brothers and sisters in the military."


In 2005, when Daniel Blain's child was born, he was training as a military policeman.


"The first thing that came to mind was not 'Wow, I'm a dad,' but 'how can I train to kill 
someone else's baby?'" said Blain, "I as a Christian and a father could not continue to 
serve."


Blain said he then applied for discharge as a conscientious objector, which allows soldiers 
to avoid participation in combatant warfare based on religious, moral or ethical grounds.


He said his application has not been accepted and has seen soldiers wait up to 18 months 
before having theirs considered. During the process, Blain said he has not been supported 
by many military members.


"I have even faced scorn and derision from family members, including my parents," he said.


Natalia Tylim a member of the Campus Antiwar Network and a senior at Smith College also 
spoke and said the government has given many people a false sense of hope on the 
success of the insurgency of troops in Iraq.


The crowd applauded each speaker, including members from the Raging Granny's of 
Western Mass. who introduced the event with a song.


The women are part of an international group who sing for peace and justice where people 
request them.


Raging Granny member Donna McKay told how she appreciated the stories each speaker 
shared. 


"They were here giving us their experiences at their own expense," she said.


"I was really moved by their comments and stories," said Packi Wieland, another member. "I 
appreciate their honesty and how important it is for us to hear those stories. 
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Veterans, grannies protest war


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 10/2/08 Section: News


Event moderator and formerly an active duty member in the Air Force, Michael 
VanValkenburg, said he remembers being told by a superior during a training exercise to 
target women and children because they could be terrorists.


"The dehumanization of the enemy really stood out," said VanValkenburg. "I became 
opposed to what we were doing by how I was being trained and the impact of it had on my 
brothers and sisters in the military."


In 2005, when Daniel Blain's child was born, he was training as a military policeman.


"The first thing that came to mind was not 'Wow, I'm a dad,' but 'how can I train to kill 
someone else's baby?'" said Blain, "I as a Christian and a father could not continue to 
serve."


Blain said he then applied for discharge as a conscientious objector, which allows soldiers 
to avoid participation in combatant warfare based on religious, moral or ethical grounds.


He said his application has not been accepted and has seen soldiers wait up to 18 months 
before having theirs considered. During the process, Blain said he has not been supported 
by many military members.


"I have even faced scorn and derision from family members, including my parents," he said.


Natalia Tylim a member of the Campus Antiwar Network and a senior at Smith College also 
spoke and said the government has given many people a false sense of hope on the 
success of the insurgency of troops in Iraq.


The crowd applauded each speaker, including members from the Raging Granny's of 
Western Mass. who introduced the event with a song.


The women are part of an international group who sing for peace and justice where people 
request them.


Raging Granny member Donna McKay told how she appreciated the stories each speaker 
shared. 


"They were here giving us their experiences at their own expense," she said.


"I was really moved by their comments and stories," said Packi Wieland, another member. "I 
appreciate their honesty and how important it is for us to hear those stories. 
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"It was really good," said sophomore and public health sciences major Courtney Battistelli, 
"They got their points across well. I wish they had more time."


"I think it is great what they are doing," said Heather Ross, a junior majoring in 
environmental policy


An anti­war vigil was held outside after the two­hour panel discussion.   


Iraq Veterans Against the War aims to "give a voice to the large number of active duty service 
people and veterans who are against this war, but are under various pressures to remain 
silent," according to their official Website.


Founded by Iraq war veterans in Boston, July 2004, the IVAW consists of over 1,300 
members across 48 states, Washington, D.C., Canada and on overseas military bases. 
The group includes recent veterans and active duty servicemen and women from all 
branches of the military, the National Guard, and reservists who have served in the United 
States military since Sept. 11, 2001.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu
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Veterans, grannies protest war


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 10/2/08 Section: News


"It was really good," said sophomore and public health sciences major Courtney Battistelli, 
"They got their points across well. I wish they had more time."


"I think it is great what they are doing," said Heather Ross, a junior majoring in 
environmental policy


An anti­war vigil was held outside after the two­hour panel discussion.   


Iraq Veterans Against the War aims to "give a voice to the large number of active duty service 
people and veterans who are against this war, but are under various pressures to remain 
silent," according to their official Website.


Founded by Iraq war veterans in Boston, July 2004, the IVAW consists of over 1,300 
members across 48 states, Washington, D.C., Canada and on overseas military bases. 
The group includes recent veterans and active duty servicemen and women from all 
branches of the military, the National Guard, and reservists who have served in the United 
States military since Sept. 11, 2001.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu


< prev Page 3 of 3 


Article Tools
Subscribe:


My Yahoo!   Google   


 


The Massachusetts Daily Collegian has an 'open door' policy with regards to reader 
comments. In the interest of facilitating an open discourse, comments are not screened or 
edited for spelling, mechanics or content. Comments on our website cannot be verified by 
The Collegian and in no way represent the opinions of The Massachusetts Daily Collegian 
or its staff.


Viewing Comments 1 ­ 3 of 3 


Ed Cutting
posted 10/02/08 @ 7:19 AM EST 


I look at this quite simply ­­ it is a violation of the UCMJ to commit war crimes, and it is a 
violation of the UCMJ to fail to report others committing war crimes. (Continued…) 


Details    Reply to this comment  


L33to
posted 10/02/08 @ 3:10 PM EST 


Winter Soldier doesn't mean anything because none of them are ever willing to testify 
under oath.  
 
Because of course, lying under oath would be perjury. (Continued…) 


Details    Reply to this comment  


Gary Lapon
posted 10/02/08 @ 3:16 PM EST 


To check out testimony from Winter Soldier, visit:   
 
http://ivaw.org/wintersoldier


Details    Reply to this comment  


Post a Comment


 Notify me of followup comments via e­mail  


Type your comment below (html not allowed)


   I am not posting spam. I understand posting spam or other comments that are 
unrelated to this article will cause my comment to be flagged for deletion and possibly 
cause my IP address to be permanently banned from this server.


 


National College Advertising and Marketing  | Privacy Policy  (8/15/07) | Terms of Use (4/28/08)


Content Submission Agreement  (8/23/07) | Copyright Compliance Policy  (8/25/07) | RSS Terms of Use 


 


Print Email    < prev Page 3 of 3


Share:
Facebook   Blogger   del.icio.us   digg   newsvine  


NOTE: Email address will not be published 


Name: (required) 


Email: (required)


Website: 


gfedc


gfedc


Post


News


Veterans, grannies protest war 
Rebuilding from the ground up 
Graduate students protest housing 
crunch 
Proposition 1 opinion differ at UMass 


Arts & Living


'Holy legos, video Batman' 


Editorial / Opinion


Two peas in a pod 
Now so new dirt  
Freedom of thought 
Overstepping boundaries 
Credit where credits due 
Taxes don't fund campaigns 


Letters to the Editor


Prop. 2 misrepresented 
Misrepresenting diversity 
Guns aren't so bad 
YCMP, affordable for students 


Sports


Football: Minutemen return home after 
three on the road 
1st quarter key for Minutemen 
Mass Attack preseason begins 
Koch schedules exhibition 
Collegian staffer bids farewell to Yankee 
Stadium 


POLL 


This month, UMass Chaplain Kent Higgins 
was reprimanded by the University for 
offering credits to students for their 
participation in the Obama campaign. 
Should a state university offer credits to 
students for partisan campaigning?


 Yes ­­ it encourages educated citizenship.  


 No ­­ it compromises the University's ethic.  


 It's all the same to me. 


View Results 


24 Hour News


 


 


nmlkj


nmlkj


nmlkj


Submit Vote


 


INTERACT 


Login


Email Edition


About Us


Forums


Podcasts


Syndication


Letter to the Editor


Classifieds


Ad Rates


Archives


Search


SPECIAL ISSUES 


The Score 2007 Online


UMass YakBack


BLOGS 


News Blog


Sports Blog


Arts & Living Blog


LINKS 


UMass Amherst


Amherst Wire


CampusLIVE


College Publisher


PRINT PDF 


 


COLLEGIAN RESOURCES 


Sovereign Bank


 2008 Woodie Awards  Vote Absentee Music Jobs Top College News Money


 


Front Page 


© The Daily Collegian 


Powered by College Publisher 


College Publisher powered by   and 


Search



http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/index.cfm?event=displayArticleComments&ustory_id=c1d68cbd-1407-4f48-9de9-cf0f0e24b2ad#20eead7d-d3cd-417f-9c34-e7b555b72fec

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/index.cfm?event=displayArticleCommentForm&ustory_id=c1d68cbd-1407-4f48-9de9-cf0f0e24b2ad&parent_comment_id=20eead7d-d3cd-417f-9c34-e7b555b72fec&uquote_comment_id=20eead7d-d3cd-417f-9c34-e7b555b72fec

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/News/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/News/Veterans.Grannies.Protest.War-3465163.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/News/Rebuilding.From.The.Ground.Up-3465179.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/News/Graduate.Students.Protest.Housing.Crunch-3465192.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/News/Proposition.1.Opinion.Differ.At.Umass-3465204.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/ArtsLiving/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/ArtsLiving/holy-Legos.Video.Batman-3465214.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/EditorialOpinion/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/EditorialOpinion/Two-Peas.In.A.Pod-3465295.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/EditorialOpinion/Now-So.New.Dirt-3465301.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/EditorialOpinion/Freedom.Of.Thought-3465307.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/EditorialOpinion/Overstepping.Boundaries-3465314.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/EditorialOpinion/Credit.Where.Credits.Due-3465333.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/EditorialOpinion/Taxes.Dont.Fund.Campaigns-3465339.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/LettersToTheEditor/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/LettersToTheEditor/Prop-2.Misrepresented-3465364.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/LettersToTheEditor/Misrepresenting.Diversity-3465378.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/LettersToTheEditor/Guns-Arent.So.Bad-3465384.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/LettersToTheEditor/Ycmp-Affordable.For.Students-3465389.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/Sports/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/Sports/Football.Minutemen.Return.Home.After.Three.On.The.Road-3465229.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/Sports/1st-Quarter.Key.For.Minutemen-3465244.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/Sports/Mass-Attack.Preseason.Begins-3465261.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/Sports/Koch-Schedules.Exhibition-3465271.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/02/Sports/Collegian.Staffer.Bids.Farewell.To.Yankee.Stadium-3465283.shtml

http://www.mtvu.com/about/advertising/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/user/privacypolicy/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/user/terms

http://www.dailycollegian.com/user/submission

http://www.dailycollegian.com/user/copyright

http://www.dailycollegian.com/user/rssterms

http://www.dailycollegian.com/

http://collegepublisher.com/






 


Home > News 


Dean Rifkin steps down after academic year


Matt Rocheleau
Issue date: 10/6/08 Section: News


After seven years of leading the University of Massachusetts' largest college, Janet Rifkin 
said she will step down as dean of the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences at the 
end of the academic year.


"I feel like I'm leaving the college in a good place," said Rifkin. "It's healthy for a college to 
have a change in leadership, and I think it's time for me to go in a new direction."


SBS teaches about one in every four undergraduates in a given year and is home to 
anthropology, communication, economics, journalism, legal studies, political science, 
psychology, social thought and political economy and sociology majors.


"One of the challenges and pleasures is that it is the biggest college on campus," Rifkin 
said.


Beyond current undergraduate students, Rifkin also works with graduate students and the 
college's 44,000 alumni.


"People feel really good about their experiences and are eager to find ways to reconnect, 
and that has been really interesting," she said.


Establishing connections to alumni and donors is one her major focuses as dean. Rifkin 
said there is a greater expectation for deans to look for support outside of state funding than 
there was a decade ago.


As dean, she said she has focused on enhancing the student experience, including trying to 
offer smaller classes and more scholarship opportunities.


Rifkin said she has tried to improve conditions for the faculty by hiring more professors and 
providing more resources for faculty research.


Though there is no news on a replacement, Rifkin said she expects to hear soon. It is 
undecided whether an interim dean will fill in for next year while they do a national search, 
she said.


Rifkin said she hopes her successor focuses on things like improving the first­year 
experience, strengthening the advising program and giving undergraduates more 
opportunities to do research.


One of the biggest challenges, said Rifkin, has been realizing it is hard to please everyone. 
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Dean Rifkin steps down after academic year


Matt Rocheleau
Issue date: 10/6/08 Section: News


After seven years of leading the University of Massachusetts' largest college, Janet Rifkin 
said she will step down as dean of the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences at the 
end of the academic year.


"I feel like I'm leaving the college in a good place," said Rifkin. "It's healthy for a college to 
have a change in leadership, and I think it's time for me to go in a new direction."


SBS teaches about one in every four undergraduates in a given year and is home to 
anthropology, communication, economics, journalism, legal studies, political science, 
psychology, social thought and political economy and sociology majors.


"One of the challenges and pleasures is that it is the biggest college on campus," Rifkin 
said.


Beyond current undergraduate students, Rifkin also works with graduate students and the 
college's 44,000 alumni.


"People feel really good about their experiences and are eager to find ways to reconnect, 
and that has been really interesting," she said.


Establishing connections to alumni and donors is one her major focuses as dean. Rifkin 
said there is a greater expectation for deans to look for support outside of state funding than 
there was a decade ago.


As dean, she said she has focused on enhancing the student experience, including trying to 
offer smaller classes and more scholarship opportunities.


Rifkin said she has tried to improve conditions for the faculty by hiring more professors and 
providing more resources for faculty research.


Though there is no news on a replacement, Rifkin said she expects to hear soon. It is 
undecided whether an interim dean will fill in for next year while they do a national search, 
she said.


Rifkin said she hopes her successor focuses on things like improving the first­year 
experience, strengthening the advising program and giving undergraduates more 
opportunities to do research.


One of the biggest challenges, said Rifkin, has been realizing it is hard to please everyone. 
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Dean Rifkin steps down after academic year


Matt Rocheleau
Issue date: 10/6/08 Section: News


After seven years of leading the University of Massachusetts' largest college, Janet Rifkin 
said she will step down as dean of the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences at the 
end of the academic year.


"I feel like I'm leaving the college in a good place," said Rifkin. "It's healthy for a college to 
have a change in leadership, and I think it's time for me to go in a new direction."


SBS teaches about one in every four undergraduates in a given year and is home to 
anthropology, communication, economics, journalism, legal studies, political science, 
psychology, social thought and political economy and sociology majors.


"One of the challenges and pleasures is that it is the biggest college on campus," Rifkin 
said.


Beyond current undergraduate students, Rifkin also works with graduate students and the 
college's 44,000 alumni.


"People feel really good about their experiences and are eager to find ways to reconnect, 
and that has been really interesting," she said.


Establishing connections to alumni and donors is one her major focuses as dean. Rifkin 
said there is a greater expectation for deans to look for support outside of state funding than 
there was a decade ago.


As dean, she said she has focused on enhancing the student experience, including trying to 
offer smaller classes and more scholarship opportunities.


Rifkin said she has tried to improve conditions for the faculty by hiring more professors and 
providing more resources for faculty research.


Though there is no news on a replacement, Rifkin said she expects to hear soon. It is 
undecided whether an interim dean will fill in for next year while they do a national search, 
she said.


Rifkin said she hopes her successor focuses on things like improving the first­year 
experience, strengthening the advising program and giving undergraduates more 
opportunities to do research.


One of the biggest challenges, said Rifkin, has been realizing it is hard to please everyone. 
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Dean Rifkin steps down after academic year


Matt Rocheleau
Issue date: 10/6/08 Section: News


"There are always more needs that can be filled," she said. "For everything you can do there 
are things you can't do, and that can be frustrating."


Though she is also a legal studies professor, Rifkin said she has felt somewhat removed 
from the day­to­day contact with students as dean. 


"I've always liked to teach, and I've always loved the interaction with students," said Rifkin, 
who now has lunch with students once a month.


Rifkin said she has made no decision to leave the Legal Studies Department but has not 
decided what she will do once her role as dean ends after graduation.


Fellow colleagues expressed their appreciation of Rifkin's work.


"She has been a really good leader at the college," said Robert Feldman, now in his third 
year as associate dean of SBS. 


"I hope the next dean can build on the work Dean Rifkin has done," he said, citing her 
understanding of the needs of the faculty.


In an e­mail to faculty, provost and Senior Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs Charlena 
Seymour called Rifkin "an outstanding leader, administrator and colleague who has 
advocated for her faculty, staff and students effectively. She has promoted the activities of 
the College to internal and external audiences alike and has successfully raised the profile 
of the College." 


Seymor continued, "She has been a consummate citizen of this campus and we are 
indebted to her. Dean Rifkin will leave the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences in a 
strong position, and we thank her for her dedication, loyalty and leadership."


On Oct. 1, Seymour announced she too will resign from her post at the end of the academic 
year.


"It is a time of change in leadership," said Rifkin.


Rifkin was appointed dean of SBS in 2005 after serving as interim dean since 2002. She 
chaired the Legal Studies Department from 1997­to­2002 and has been a member of the 
department since 1974. She was the as associate dean of the College of Social and 
Behavior Sciences from 1995 to 1997. 


Rifkin has co­directed the Center for Information Technology and Dispute Resolution within 
the Legal Studies Department since 1997.She served as ombudsperson from 1991­to­
1995 and has directed the University Mediation Project since 1980.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.
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This month, UMass Chaplain Kent Higgins 
was reprimanded by the University for 
offering credits to students for their 
participation in the Obama campaign. 
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 No ­­ it compromises the University's ethic.  


 It's all the same to me. 


View Results 


24 Hour News


 


 


nmlkj


nmlkj


nmlkj


Submit Vote


 


INTERACT 


Login


Email Edition


About Us


Forums


Podcasts


Syndication


Letter to the Editor


Classifieds


Ad Rates


Archives


Search


SPECIAL ISSUES 


The Score 2007 Online


UMass YakBack


BLOGS 


Sports Blog


Arts & Living Blog


LINKS 


UMass Amherst


Amherst Wire


CampusLIVE


College Publisher


PRINT PDF 


 


COLLEGIAN PARTNERS 


Sovereign Bank


 2008 Woodie Awards  Vote Absentee Music Jobs Top College News Money


 


Front Page 


© The Daily Collegian 


Powered by College Publisher 


College Publisher powered by   and 


Search



http://www.quantcast.com/p-94wNw88f65Rhk

javascript:showhide_links();

http://cpsite.collegepublisher.com/join/index.html

http://www.mtvu.com/about/advertising/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/channel/network

javascript:showhide_search();

javascript:sesubmit();

http://woodies.mtvu.com/

http://govoteabsentee.com/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/channel/music/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/channel/career/

http://media.www.dailycollegian.com/channel/collegeheadlines/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/channel/money/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/weather/

http://admanager3.collegepublisher.com/runtime/noScriptClickThrough.cfm?iposition=11&ipaper_id=874&callingSite=www%2Ewww.dailycollegian.com%2Ecom

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/

http://admanager2.broadbandpublisher.com/newspaperBanners/clientClickThrough.adp?iPosition=1&iPaper_id=874&javascriptIncludeMode=0&callingSite=www%2Edailycollegian%2Ecom

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/news/2008/10/06/News/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/news/2008/10/06/News/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/index.cfm?event=displayArticlePrinterFriendly&uStory_id=daf8a295-9bdc-43fe-9dbf-bab107621767

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/index.cfm?event=displayEmailArticleForm&uStory_id=daf8a295-9bdc-43fe-9dbf-bab107621767

http://www.dailycollegian.com/news/2008/10/06/News/Dean-Rifkin.Steps.Down.After.Academic.Year-3471159.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/news/2008/10/06/News/Dean-Rifkin.Steps.Down.After.Academic.Year-3471159.shtml

javascript:var d=document,f='http://www.facebook.com/share',l=d.location,e=encodeURIComponent,p='.php?src=bm&v=4&i=1162578701&u='+e(l.href+'&sourcedomain='+paper_domain+'&facebook')+'&t='+e(d.title);try{if(!/^(.*\.)?facebook\.[^.]*$/.test(l.host))throw(0);share_internal_bookmarklet(p)}catch(z){a=function(){if(!window.open(f+'r'+p,'sharer','toolbar=0,status=0,resizable=0,width=626,height=436'))l.href=f+p};if(/Firefox/.test(navigator.userAgent))setTimeout(a,0);else{a()}}void(0)

javascript:popw='';Q='';x=document;y=window;if(x.selection)%20{Q=x.selection.createRange().text;}%20else%20if%20(y.getSelection)%20{Q=y.getSelection();}%20else%20if%20(x.getSelection)%20{Q=x.getSelection();}popw%20=%20y.open('http://www.blogger.com/blog_this.pyra?t='%20+%20escape(Q)%20+%20'&u='%20+%20escape(location.href)%20+%20'&n='%20+%20escape(document.title),'bloggerForm','scrollbars=no,width=475,height=300,top=175,left=75,status=yes,resizable=yes');if%20(!document.all)%20T%20=%20setTimeout('popw.focus()',50);void(0);

javascript:window.document.location='http://del.icio.us/post?url='+escape(document.location.toString());

javascript:window.document.location='http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url='+escape(document.location.toString());

javascript:window.document.location='http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed&save?u='+escape(document.location.toString());

javascript:window.document.location='http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http://www.dailycollegian.com/articles.rss';

javascript:window.document.location='http://fusion.google.com/add?feedurl=http://www.dailycollegian.com/articles.rss';

http://www.dailycollegian.com/user/index.cfm?event=displayLogin&successURL=%252Fhome%252Findex%252Ecfm%253Fevent%253DdisplayArticle%2526ustory%255Fid%253Ddaf8a295%252D9bdc%252D43fe%252D9dbf%252Dbab107621767%2523postform

http://admanager2.broadbandpublisher.com/newspaperBanners/clientClickThrough.adp?iPosition=2&iPaper_id=874&javascriptIncludeMode=0&callingSite=www%2Edailycollegian%2Ecom

javascript:document.voteform.submit();

http://www.dailycollegian.com/poll/index.cfm?event=displayPollResults

http://admanager2.broadbandpublisher.com/newspaperBanners/clientClickThrough.adp?iPosition=3&iPaper_id=874&javascriptIncludeMode=0&callingSite=www%2Edailycollegian%2Ecom

http://admanager3.collegepublisher.com/runtime/noScriptClickThrough.cfm?iposition=2&ipaper_id=874&callingSite=www.dailycollegian.com

http://www.dailycollegian.com/login/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/register/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/about

http://dailycollegian.com/messageboard/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/podcasts

http://www.dailycollegian.com/syndication

http://www.dailycollegian.com/lettertoeditor

http://dailycollegian.campusave.com/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/advertising

http://www.dailycollegian.com/archives

http://www.dailycollegian.com/search

http://dailycollegian.glexia.net/thescoreonline07/Final%20Template%20Score%20'07%20pg1.html

http://www.dailycollegian.com/media/storage/paper874/news/2008/03/27/Multimedia/Umass.Yakback-3287570.shtml

http://blog.masslive.com/dailycollegiansports/

http://allaccessarts.blogspot.com/

http://www.umass.edu/

http://www.amherstwire.com/

http://www.campuslive.com/umass

http://www.collegepublisher.com/

http://admanager2.broadbandpublisher.com/newspaperBanners/clientClickThrough.adp?iPosition=4&iPaper_id=874&javascriptIncludeMode=0&callingSite=www%2Edailycollegian%2Ecom

http://www.sovereignbank.com/personal/banking/checking/default.asp





 


Home > News 


Dean Rifkin steps down after academic year


Matt Rocheleau
Issue date: 10/6/08 Section: News


"There are always more needs that can be filled," she said. "For everything you can do there 
are things you can't do, and that can be frustrating."


Though she is also a legal studies professor, Rifkin said she has felt somewhat removed 
from the day­to­day contact with students as dean. 


"I've always liked to teach, and I've always loved the interaction with students," said Rifkin, 
who now has lunch with students once a month.


Rifkin said she has made no decision to leave the Legal Studies Department but has not 
decided what she will do once her role as dean ends after graduation.


Fellow colleagues expressed their appreciation of Rifkin's work.


"She has been a really good leader at the college," said Robert Feldman, now in his third 
year as associate dean of SBS. 


"I hope the next dean can build on the work Dean Rifkin has done," he said, citing her 
understanding of the needs of the faculty.


In an e­mail to faculty, provost and Senior Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs Charlena 
Seymour called Rifkin "an outstanding leader, administrator and colleague who has 
advocated for her faculty, staff and students effectively. She has promoted the activities of 
the College to internal and external audiences alike and has successfully raised the profile 
of the College." 


Seymor continued, "She has been a consummate citizen of this campus and we are 
indebted to her. Dean Rifkin will leave the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences in a 
strong position, and we thank her for her dedication, loyalty and leadership."


On Oct. 1, Seymour announced she too will resign from her post at the end of the academic 
year.


"It is a time of change in leadership," said Rifkin.


Rifkin was appointed dean of SBS in 2005 after serving as interim dean since 2002. She 
chaired the Legal Studies Department from 1997­to­2002 and has been a member of the 
department since 1974. She was the as associate dean of the College of Social and 
Behavior Sciences from 1995 to 1997. 


Rifkin has co­directed the Center for Information Technology and Dispute Resolution within 
the Legal Studies Department since 1997.She served as ombudsperson from 1991­to­
1995 and has directed the University Mediation Project since 1980.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.
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Dean Rifkin steps down after academic year


Matt Rocheleau
Issue date: 10/6/08 Section: News


"There are always more needs that can be filled," she said. "For everything you can do there 
are things you can't do, and that can be frustrating."


Though she is also a legal studies professor, Rifkin said she has felt somewhat removed 
from the day­to­day contact with students as dean. 


"I've always liked to teach, and I've always loved the interaction with students," said Rifkin, 
who now has lunch with students once a month.


Rifkin said she has made no decision to leave the Legal Studies Department but has not 
decided what she will do once her role as dean ends after graduation.


Fellow colleagues expressed their appreciation of Rifkin's work.


"She has been a really good leader at the college," said Robert Feldman, now in his third 
year as associate dean of SBS. 


"I hope the next dean can build on the work Dean Rifkin has done," he said, citing her 
understanding of the needs of the faculty.


In an e­mail to faculty, provost and Senior Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs Charlena 
Seymour called Rifkin "an outstanding leader, administrator and colleague who has 
advocated for her faculty, staff and students effectively. She has promoted the activities of 
the College to internal and external audiences alike and has successfully raised the profile 
of the College." 


Seymor continued, "She has been a consummate citizen of this campus and we are 
indebted to her. Dean Rifkin will leave the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences in a 
strong position, and we thank her for her dedication, loyalty and leadership."


On Oct. 1, Seymour announced she too will resign from her post at the end of the academic 
year.


"It is a time of change in leadership," said Rifkin.


Rifkin was appointed dean of SBS in 2005 after serving as interim dean since 2002. She 
chaired the Legal Studies Department from 1997­to­2002 and has been a member of the 
department since 1974. She was the as associate dean of the College of Social and 
Behavior Sciences from 1995 to 1997. 


Rifkin has co­directed the Center for Information Technology and Dispute Resolution within 
the Legal Studies Department since 1997.She served as ombudsperson from 1991­to­
1995 and has directed the University Mediation Project since 1980.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.
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This month, UMass Chaplain Kent Higgins 
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Should a state university offer credits to 
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The University of Massachusetts Police 
Department (UMPD) has charged a 
student worker for allegedly stealing 
Adderall, a controlled substance, from 
the pharmacy at University Health 
Services (UHS).


David J. Bach, 19, of 13 Bach Lane in 
South Hadley, pleaded innocent Friday 
at his arraignment and is due back in 
court for a pre­trial hearing on Oct. 30, 
according to the Eastern Hampshire 
District Court clerk's office.


Police suspect Bach, a biochemistry 
and molecular biology major, of 
substituting the prescriptions with over 
the counter ibuprofen pills while working as a clerk at the pharmacy, according to a 
statement from Ed Blaguszewski, director of the University's Office of News and Information.


Pharmacy staff is contacting individuals who filled these kinds of prescriptions between 
Sept. 2 and Oct. 2 to verify contents, Blaguszewski said.


"Patients regularly taking medications are typically accustomed to the appearance of their 
pills and are likely to question those which appear different," Blaguszewski said. "UHS 
medical experts also noted that adverse effects from consuming the substituted remedies 
are unlikely."


An anonymous UMass junior from the College of Engineering, noticed the pills he received 
on Sept. 10 from UHS looked different from the Adderall he received in the past.


The student said he wished to remain anonymous because medical records are a 
confidential matter.


He said he noticed the pills were round instead of elliptical and blue instead of brown when 
he had the prescription filled, but did not give it much thought because he still had pills left 
from his last bottle.  
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Media Credit: Caitlin Coughlan/Collegian
David J. Bach, a UMass student, was charged with 
allegedly stealing Adderall pills from the University 
Health Services pharmacy, where he worked as a 
clerk, and replacing the pills with Ibuprofen becore 


their distribution to patients. 
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The University of Massachusetts Police 
Department (UMPD) has charged a 
student worker for allegedly stealing 
Adderall, a controlled substance, from 
the pharmacy at University Health 
Services (UHS).


David J. Bach, 19, of 13 Bach Lane in 
South Hadley, pleaded innocent Friday 
at his arraignment and is due back in 
court for a pre­trial hearing on Oct. 30, 
according to the Eastern Hampshire 
District Court clerk's office.


Police suspect Bach, a biochemistry 
and molecular biology major, of 
substituting the prescriptions with over 
the counter ibuprofen pills while working as a clerk at the pharmacy, according to a 
statement from Ed Blaguszewski, director of the University's Office of News and Information.


Pharmacy staff is contacting individuals who filled these kinds of prescriptions between 
Sept. 2 and Oct. 2 to verify contents, Blaguszewski said.


"Patients regularly taking medications are typically accustomed to the appearance of their 
pills and are likely to question those which appear different," Blaguszewski said. "UHS 
medical experts also noted that adverse effects from consuming the substituted remedies 
are unlikely."


An anonymous UMass junior from the College of Engineering, noticed the pills he received 
on Sept. 10 from UHS looked different from the Adderall he received in the past.


The student said he wished to remain anonymous because medical records are a 
confidential matter.


He said he noticed the pills were round instead of elliptical and blue instead of brown when 
he had the prescription filled, but did not give it much thought because he still had pills left 
from his last bottle.  
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Media Credit: Caitlin Coughlan/Collegian
David J. Bach, a UMass student, was charged with 
allegedly stealing Adderall pills from the University 
Health Services pharmacy, where he worked as a 
clerk, and replacing the pills with Ibuprofen becore 


their distribution to patients. 
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This month, UMass Chaplain Kent Higgins 
was reprimanded by the University for 
offering credits to students for their 
participation in the Obama campaign. 
Should a state university offer credits to 
students for partisan campaigning?


 Yes ­­ it encourages educated citizenship.  


 No ­­ it compromises the University's ethic.  
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Once that bottle was almost empty, he decided to do a Google search of the numbers "44 
291" engraved on the pills because they did not match the "b 972" imprinted on his Adderall. 
The results said the pills were a Walgreens brand of Ibuprofen called "Wal­profen." 


He then went to UHS to ask about the pills. The staff at UHS found the pill counts  ­ records 
indicating how many pills are given out to each person ­ to be accurate, so he said that the 
pharmacy told him there was nothing they could do.


This weekend he received a call from UHS telling him of the alleged pill theft, he said.


The issue was resolved without the student running out of Adderall, or taking any of the 
Ibuprofen of was given on Sept. 10, he said.


He said that under different circumstances, however, it could have been worse.


"If I was diabetic or something this could have been very dangerous," he said.


Another student called the alleged theft selfish.


"He wasn't considering other people's health, he was only thinking about himself," said 
senior Shazia Akhtar, a UMass student and biology and psychology major.


Students with questions about their prescriptions can call 413­577­5041, or bring the 
medication or its empty container to the Health Center's Walk­in Care department at 150 
Infirmary Way between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.
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Student accused of UHS theft


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 10/7/08 Section: News


Once that bottle was almost empty, he decided to do a Google search of the numbers "44 
291" engraved on the pills because they did not match the "b 972" imprinted on his Adderall. 
The results said the pills were a Walgreens brand of Ibuprofen called "Wal­profen." 


He then went to UHS to ask about the pills. The staff at UHS found the pill counts  ­ records 
indicating how many pills are given out to each person ­ to be accurate, so he said that the 
pharmacy told him there was nothing they could do.


This weekend he received a call from UHS telling him of the alleged pill theft, he said.


The issue was resolved without the student running out of Adderall, or taking any of the 
Ibuprofen of was given on Sept. 10, he said.


He said that under different circumstances, however, it could have been worse.


"If I was diabetic or something this could have been very dangerous," he said.


Another student called the alleged theft selfish.


"He wasn't considering other people's health, he was only thinking about himself," said 
senior Shazia Akhtar, a UMass student and biology and psychology major.


Students with questions about their prescriptions can call 413­577­5041, or bring the 
medication or its empty container to the Health Center's Walk­in Care department at 150 
Infirmary Way between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.
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This month, UMass Chaplain Kent Higgins 
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participation in the Obama campaign. 
Should a state university offer credits to 
students for partisan campaigning?


 Yes ­­ it encourages educated citizenship.  
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Making a date


Campus organizations work on deadline to get out the 
vote
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 10/15/08 Section: News


The five­campus University of 
Massachusetts System hopes to 
register 8,000 students to vote in the 
upcoming presidential election by 
today's deadline.


At UMass Amherst, several groups are 
making a final push to reach the 
specific campus' goal of registering 
5,000 students.


The Massachusetts Public Interest 
Research Group (MASSPIRG), 
University Democrats, and Cannabis Reform Coalition have combined to register 1,500 
students as of Tuesday night with a goal of 3,000 by the end of today, said Tracie Konopski, 
MASSPIRG campus organizer. 


The Student Government Association had registered 1,000 students as of last night and 
hopes to total 1,200 by the deadline, said SGA president Malcolm Chu.


"We've been registering a lot of freshman and students who weren't registered two years 
ago," said Yasmin Abbyad, vice chair of MASSPIRG. "We will definitely get close to our goal."


MASSPIRG will continue to hand out voter registration cards today across campus, 
especially at bus stops along North Pleasant Street. Members can be spotted wearing 
bright yellow t­shirts displaying the web address www.studentvote.org, where students can 
register online, said Abbyad.


The SGA has been visiting classrooms and lecture halls to hand out registration cards, 
provide information and answer students' questions, said Chu.


The University Democrats have also been visited classrooms where they were invited, said 
club president Emma Einhorn. The group has registered about 550 students and handed 
out over 600 absentee ballots, she said.


"We are not just focused on getting students registered, we want to give students the 
opportunity to vote," said Einhorn.


MASSPIRG, the SGA and UMass Democrats plan to organize a bussing service to bring 
students from campus to several polling stations in Amherst so they can vote on November 
4. Unlike past elections, there will not be a place for students to vote on campus this year. 
Instead, students will be directed to one of three locations based on where they live on 
campus.


The New Voters Project, a nonpartisan effort to register young people and get them to the 
polls on Election Day, has focused on "dorm storms," or knocking on doors in residence 
halls and reminding students to register, said Katie Perry, the project's campaign 
coordinator. 
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Making a date


Campus organizations work on deadline to get out the 
vote
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 10/15/08 Section: News


The five­campus University of 
Massachusetts System hopes to 
register 8,000 students to vote in the 
upcoming presidential election by 
today's deadline.


At UMass Amherst, several groups are 
making a final push to reach the 
specific campus' goal of registering 
5,000 students.


The Massachusetts Public Interest 
Research Group (MASSPIRG), 
University Democrats, and Cannabis Reform Coalition have combined to register 1,500 
students as of Tuesday night with a goal of 3,000 by the end of today, said Tracie Konopski, 
MASSPIRG campus organizer. 


The Student Government Association had registered 1,000 students as of last night and 
hopes to total 1,200 by the deadline, said SGA president Malcolm Chu.


"We've been registering a lot of freshman and students who weren't registered two years 
ago," said Yasmin Abbyad, vice chair of MASSPIRG. "We will definitely get close to our goal."


MASSPIRG will continue to hand out voter registration cards today across campus, 
especially at bus stops along North Pleasant Street. Members can be spotted wearing 
bright yellow t­shirts displaying the web address www.studentvote.org, where students can 
register online, said Abbyad.


The SGA has been visiting classrooms and lecture halls to hand out registration cards, 
provide information and answer students' questions, said Chu.


The University Democrats have also been visited classrooms where they were invited, said 
club president Emma Einhorn. The group has registered about 550 students and handed 
out over 600 absentee ballots, she said.


"We are not just focused on getting students registered, we want to give students the 
opportunity to vote," said Einhorn.


MASSPIRG, the SGA and UMass Democrats plan to organize a bussing service to bring 
students from campus to several polling stations in Amherst so they can vote on November 
4. Unlike past elections, there will not be a place for students to vote on campus this year. 
Instead, students will be directed to one of three locations based on where they live on 
campus.


The New Voters Project, a nonpartisan effort to register young people and get them to the 
polls on Election Day, has focused on "dorm storms," or knocking on doors in residence 
halls and reminding students to register, said Katie Perry, the project's campaign 
coordinator. 


Continued... 


Page 1 of 2 next > 


Article Tools
Subscribe:


My Yahoo!   Google   


 


The Massachusetts Daily Collegian has an 'open door' policy with regards to reader 
comments. In the interest of facilitating an open discourse, comments are not screened or 
edited for spelling, mechanics or content. Comments on our website cannot be verified by 
The Collegian and in no way represent the opinions of The Massachusetts Daily Collegian 
or its staff.


Be the first to comment on this story


 Notify me of followup comments via e­mail  


Type your comment below (html not allowed)


   I am not posting spam. I understand posting spam or other comments that are 
unrelated to this article will cause my comment to be flagged for deletion and possibly 
cause my IP address to be permanently banned from this server.


 


National College Advertising and Marketing  | Privacy Policy  (8/15/07) | Terms of Use (4/28/08)


Content Submission Agreement  (8/23/07) | Copyright Compliance Policy  (8/25/07) | RSS Terms of Use 


 


Print Email    Page 1 of 2 next >


Media Credit: John Chou / Collegian
[Click to enlarge]


Share:
Facebook   Blogger   del.icio.us   digg   newsvine  


NOTE: Email address will not be published 


Name: (required) 


Email: (required)


Website: 


gfedc


gfedc


Post


News


Making a date 
Sisters to hold domestic violence vigil  
New head for UM Med 
Economist Pollin headlines UMass faculty lecture series 
Fall River woman dies on way to watch Lipizzaner Stallions 


Arts & Living


Humans, Zombies rise again ­ again  
UMass undergrad crafts comedic musical  
'Blindness' falters under critical eye 
Western delivers beautiful cinematics, artful direction 


Editorial / Opinion


Two parties, two ideas, nothing done 
Technology gone bad 
Putting some punch behind the insanity plea 


Sports


Football: Nelson, Cruz thriving on offense 
Hockey: Mixed results during opening weekend 
Men's Soccer: Scoring­drought reaches four games  
UMass Notebook: Kellogg adds two more recruits 
A­10 Men's Soccer: Fordham, Dayton impressing  


POLL 


This month, UMass Chaplain Kent Higgins 
was reprimanded by the University for 
offering credits to students for their 
participation in the Obama campaign. 
Should a state university offer credits to 
students for partisan campaigning?


 Yes ­­ it encourages educated citizenship.  


 No ­­ it compromises the University's ethic.  


 It's all the same to me. 


View Results 


24 Hour News


 


 


nmlkj


nmlkj


nmlkj


Submit Vote


 


INTERACT 


Login


Email Edition


About Us


Forums


Podcasts


Syndication


Letter to the Editor


Classifieds


Ad Rates


Archives


Search


SPECIAL ISSUES 


The Score 2007 Online


UMass YakBack


BLOGS 


Sports Blog


Arts & Living Blog


Ed­Op Blog 


LINKS 


UMass Amherst


Amherst Wire


CampusLIVE


College Publisher


PRINT PDF 


 


COLLEGIAN PARTNERS 


Sovereign Bank


 2008 Woodie Awards  Vote Absentee Music Jobs Top College News Money


 


Front Page 


© The Daily Collegian 


Powered by College Publisher 


College Publisher powered by   and 


Search



http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/15/News/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/15/News/Making.A.Date-3487197.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/15/News/Sisters.To.Hold.Domestic.Violence.Vigil-3487234.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/15/News/New-Head.For.Um.Med-3487241.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/15/News/Economist.Pollin.Headlines.Umass.Faculty.Lecture.Series-3487249.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/15/News/Fall-River.Woman.Dies.On.Way.To.Watch.Lipizzaner.Stallions-3487255.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/15/ArtsLiving/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/15/ArtsLiving/Humans.Zombies.Rise.Again.Again-3487280.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/15/ArtsLiving/Umass.Undergrad.Crafts.Comedic.Musical-3487299.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/15/ArtsLiving/blindness.Falters.Under.Critical.Eye-3487306.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/15/ArtsLiving/Western.Delivers.Beautiful.Cinematics.Artful.Direction-3487324.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/15/EditorialOpinion/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/15/EditorialOpinion/Two-Parties.Two.Ideas.Nothing.Done-3487360.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/15/EditorialOpinion/Technology.Gone.Bad-3487363.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/15/EditorialOpinion/Putting.Some.Punch.Behind.The.Insanity.Plea-3487369.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/15/Sports/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/15/Sports/Football.Nelson.Cruz.Thriving.On.Offense-3487541.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/15/Sports/Hockey.Mixed.Results.During.Opening.Weekend-3487544.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/15/Sports/Mens-Soccer.ScoringDrought.Reaches.Four.Games-3487551.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/15/Sports/Umass.Notebook.Kellogg.Adds.Two.More.Recruits-3487554.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/news/2008/10/15/Sports/A10-Mens.Soccer.Fordham.Dayton.Impressing-3487556.shtml

http://www.mtvu.com/about/advertising/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/user/privacypolicy/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/user/terms

http://www.dailycollegian.com/user/submission

http://www.dailycollegian.com/user/copyright

http://www.dailycollegian.com/user/rssterms

http://www.dailycollegian.com/

http://collegepublisher.com/





 


Home > News 


Making a date


Campus organizations work on deadline to get out the 
vote
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 10/15/08 Section: News


The five­campus University of 
Massachusetts System hopes to 
register 8,000 students to vote in the 
upcoming presidential election by 
today's deadline.


At UMass Amherst, several groups are 
making a final push to reach the 
specific campus' goal of registering 
5,000 students.


The Massachusetts Public Interest 
Research Group (MASSPIRG), 
University Democrats, and Cannabis Reform Coalition have combined to register 1,500 
students as of Tuesday night with a goal of 3,000 by the end of today, said Tracie Konopski, 
MASSPIRG campus organizer. 


The Student Government Association had registered 1,000 students as of last night and 
hopes to total 1,200 by the deadline, said SGA president Malcolm Chu.


"We've been registering a lot of freshman and students who weren't registered two years 
ago," said Yasmin Abbyad, vice chair of MASSPIRG. "We will definitely get close to our goal."


MASSPIRG will continue to hand out voter registration cards today across campus, 
especially at bus stops along North Pleasant Street. Members can be spotted wearing 
bright yellow t­shirts displaying the web address www.studentvote.org, where students can 
register online, said Abbyad.


The SGA has been visiting classrooms and lecture halls to hand out registration cards, 
provide information and answer students' questions, said Chu.


The University Democrats have also been visited classrooms where they were invited, said 
club president Emma Einhorn. The group has registered about 550 students and handed 
out over 600 absentee ballots, she said.


"We are not just focused on getting students registered, we want to give students the 
opportunity to vote," said Einhorn.


MASSPIRG, the SGA and UMass Democrats plan to organize a bussing service to bring 
students from campus to several polling stations in Amherst so they can vote on November 
4. Unlike past elections, there will not be a place for students to vote on campus this year. 
Instead, students will be directed to one of three locations based on where they live on 
campus.


The New Voters Project, a nonpartisan effort to register young people and get them to the 
polls on Election Day, has focused on "dorm storms," or knocking on doors in residence 
halls and reminding students to register, said Katie Perry, the project's campaign 
coordinator. 
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Making a date


Campus organizations work on deadline to get out the 
vote
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 10/15/08 Section: News


The project registers students on college campuses across the U.S and plan to register 
about 25,000 in New England.


The group recognizes some students have already registered on their own, but others may 
need some help.


"We want to be there as a resource for students who do not have a connection on how to 
register to vote," said Perry.


The Cannabis Reform Coalition, Center for Education Policy Advocacy, UMass Labor 
Coalition, Civic Initiative, and the Women of Color Leadership Network are also among 
those encouraging students to register. 


Some professors who did not have class on Tuesday due to the Monday schedule were 
asked to e­mail their students the link to a website with information on how to register, Perry 
said.


"It has definitely been a group effort," said Abbyad.


Beyond the support from numerous groups around campus, students are being motivated 
to register for other reasons.


For students from Massachusetts, ballot questions like the call to repeal the state income 
tax and the issue of decriminalizing marijuana have increased student interest to register 
for this election, said Perry.


"There are definitely things that are grabbing students' attention," she said, because the 
issues affect higher public education and people's lifestyle directly.


The groups hope today's last­minute efforts will help them reach their goals for student 
registration.


"When people are told there is a deadline they are much more responsive," said Perry.


After today's deadline, the New Voters Project will start another campaign urging students to 
get out and vote on Election Day.


Students who filled out registration cards on campus were asked to provide their name and 
phone number. Groups like the New Voters Project, UMass Democrats and MASSPIRG 
have said they will call students to remind them to vote and inform them of their polling 
location.


They will also follow up with students who are using absentee ballots to make sure the 
students received and submitted their ballot correctly, said Eihorn. 


Students can also sign up for an e­mail or text message reminder to be sent on Election 
Day. 


State voter registrations must be postmarked no later than 5 p.m. on October 15. Online 
registration is also available at www.studentvote.org.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.


< prev Page 2 of 2 


Article Tools
Subscribe:


My Yahoo!   Google   


 


The Massachusetts Daily Collegian has an 'open door' policy with regards to reader 
comments. In the interest of facilitating an open discourse, comments are not screened or 
edited for spelling, mechanics or content. Comments on our website cannot be verified by 
The Collegian and in no way represent the opinions of The Massachusetts Daily Collegian 
or its staff.


Be the first to comment on this story


 Notify me of followup comments via e­mail  


Type your comment below (html not allowed)


   I am not posting spam. I understand posting spam or other comments that are 
unrelated to this article will cause my comment to be flagged for deletion and possibly 
cause my IP address to be permanently banned from this server.


 


National College Advertising and Marketing  | Privacy Policy  (8/15/07) | Terms of Use (4/28/08)


Content Submission Agreement  (8/23/07) | Copyright Compliance Policy  (8/25/07) | RSS Terms of Use 


 


Print Email    < prev Page 2 of 2


Share:
Facebook   Blogger   del.icio.us   digg   newsvine  


NOTE: Email address will not be published 


Name: (required) 


Email: (required)


Website: 


gfedc


gfedc


Post


News


Making a date 
Sisters to hold domestic violence vigil  
New head for UM Med 
Economist Pollin headlines UMass faculty lecture series 
Fall River woman dies on way to watch Lipizzaner Stallions 


Arts & Living


Humans, Zombies rise again ­ again  
UMass undergrad crafts comedic musical  
'Blindness' falters under critical eye 
Western delivers beautiful cinematics, artful direction 


Editorial / Opinion


Two parties, two ideas, nothing done 
Technology gone bad 
Putting some punch behind the insanity plea 


Sports


Football: Nelson, Cruz thriving on offense 
Hockey: Mixed results during opening weekend 
Men's Soccer: Scoring­drought reaches four games  
UMass Notebook: Kellogg adds two more recruits 
A­10 Men's Soccer: Fordham, Dayton impressing  


POLL 


This month, UMass Chaplain Kent Higgins 
was reprimanded by the University for 
offering credits to students for their 
participation in the Obama campaign. 
Should a state university offer credits to 
students for partisan campaigning?


 Yes ­­ it encourages educated citizenship.  


 No ­­ it compromises the University's ethic.  


 It's all the same to me. 


View Results 


24 Hour News


 


 


nmlkj


nmlkj


nmlkj


Submit Vote


 


INTERACT 


Login


Email Edition


About Us


Forums


Podcasts


Syndication


Letter to the Editor


Classifieds


Ad Rates


Archives


Search


SPECIAL ISSUES 


The Score 2007 Online


UMass YakBack


BLOGS 


Sports Blog


Arts & Living Blog


Ed­Op Blog 


LINKS 


UMass Amherst


Amherst Wire


CampusLIVE


College Publisher


PRINT PDF 


 


COLLEGIAN PARTNERS 


Sovereign Bank


 2008 Woodie Awards  Vote Absentee Music Jobs Top College News Money


 


Front Page 


© The Daily Collegian 


Powered by College Publisher 


College Publisher powered by   and 


Search



http://www.quantcast.com/p-94wNw88f65Rhk

javascript:showhide_links();

http://cpsite.collegepublisher.com/join/index.html

http://www.mtvu.com/about/advertising/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/channel/network

javascript:showhide_search();

javascript:sesubmit();

http://woodies.mtvu.com/

http://govoteabsentee.com/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/channel/music/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/channel/career/

http://media.www.dailycollegian.com/channel/collegeheadlines/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/channel/money/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/weather/

http://admanager3.collegepublisher.com/runtime/noScriptClickThrough.cfm?iposition=11&ipaper_id=874&callingSite=www%2Ewww.dailycollegian.com%2Ecom

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/

http://admanager2.broadbandpublisher.com/newspaperBanners/clientClickThrough.adp?iPosition=1&iPaper_id=874&javascriptIncludeMode=0&callingSite=www%2Edailycollegian%2Ecom

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/news/2008/10/15/News/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/news/2008/10/15/News/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/index.cfm?event=displayArticlePrinterFriendly&uStory_id=17bb37b3-6f64-471a-93c9-77cf0f98b434

http://www.dailycollegian.com/home/index.cfm?event=displayEmailArticleForm&uStory_id=17bb37b3-6f64-471a-93c9-77cf0f98b434

http://www.dailycollegian.com/news/2008/10/15/News/Making.A.Date-3487197.shtml

http://www.dailycollegian.com/news/2008/10/15/News/Making.A.Date-3487197.shtml

javascript:var d=document,f='http://www.facebook.com/share',l=d.location,e=encodeURIComponent,p='.php?src=bm&v=4&i=1162578701&u='+e(l.href+'&sourcedomain='+paper_domain+'&facebook')+'&t='+e(d.title);try{if(!/^(.*\.)?facebook\.[^.]*$/.test(l.host))throw(0);share_internal_bookmarklet(p)}catch(z){a=function(){if(!window.open(f+'r'+p,'sharer','toolbar=0,status=0,resizable=0,width=626,height=436'))l.href=f+p};if(/Firefox/.test(navigator.userAgent))setTimeout(a,0);else{a()}}void(0)

javascript:popw='';Q='';x=document;y=window;if(x.selection)%20{Q=x.selection.createRange().text;}%20else%20if%20(y.getSelection)%20{Q=y.getSelection();}%20else%20if%20(x.getSelection)%20{Q=x.getSelection();}popw%20=%20y.open('http://www.blogger.com/blog_this.pyra?t='%20+%20escape(Q)%20+%20'&u='%20+%20escape(location.href)%20+%20'&n='%20+%20escape(document.title),'bloggerForm','scrollbars=no,width=475,height=300,top=175,left=75,status=yes,resizable=yes');if%20(!document.all)%20T%20=%20setTimeout('popw.focus()',50);void(0);

javascript:window.document.location='http://del.icio.us/post?url='+escape(document.location.toString());

javascript:window.document.location='http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url='+escape(document.location.toString());

javascript:window.document.location='http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed&save?u='+escape(document.location.toString());

javascript:window.document.location='http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http://www.dailycollegian.com/articles.rss';

javascript:window.document.location='http://fusion.google.com/add?feedurl=http://www.dailycollegian.com/articles.rss';

http://www.dailycollegian.com/user/index.cfm?event=displayLogin&successURL=%252Fhome%252Findex%252Ecfm%253Fevent%253DdisplayArticle%2526ustory%255Fid%253D17bb37b3%252D6f64%252D471a%252D93c9%252D77cf0f98b434%2523postform

http://admanager2.broadbandpublisher.com/newspaperBanners/clientClickThrough.adp?iPosition=2&iPaper_id=874&javascriptIncludeMode=0&callingSite=www%2Edailycollegian%2Ecom

javascript:document.voteform.submit();

http://www.dailycollegian.com/poll/index.cfm?event=displayPollResults

http://admanager2.broadbandpublisher.com/newspaperBanners/clientClickThrough.adp?iPosition=3&iPaper_id=874&javascriptIncludeMode=0&callingSite=www%2Edailycollegian%2Ecom

http://admanager3.collegepublisher.com/runtime/noScriptClickThrough.cfm?iposition=2&ipaper_id=874&callingSite=www.dailycollegian.com

http://www.dailycollegian.com/login/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/register/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/about

http://dailycollegian.com/messageboard/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/podcasts

http://www.dailycollegian.com/syndication

http://www.dailycollegian.com/lettertoeditor

http://dailycollegian.campusave.com/

http://www.dailycollegian.com/advertising

http://www.dailycollegian.com/archives

http://www.dailycollegian.com/search

http://dailycollegian.glexia.net/thescoreonline07/Final%20Template%20Score%20'07%20pg1.html

http://www.dailycollegian.com/media/storage/paper874/news/2008/03/27/Multimedia/Umass.Yakback-3287570.shtml

http://blog.masslive.com/dailycollegiansports/

http://allaccessarts.blogspot.com/

http://edopblog.blogspot.com/

http://www.umass.edu/

http://www.amherstwire.com/

http://www.campuslive.com/umass

http://www.collegepublisher.com/

http://admanager2.broadbandpublisher.com/newspaperBanners/clientClickThrough.adp?iPosition=4&iPaper_id=874&javascriptIncludeMode=0&callingSite=www%2Edailycollegian%2Ecom

http://www.sovereignbank.com/personal/banking/checking/default.asp





 


Home > News 


Making a date


Campus organizations work on deadline to get out the 
vote
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 10/15/08 Section: News


The project registers students on college campuses across the U.S and plan to register 
about 25,000 in New England.


The group recognizes some students have already registered on their own, but others may 
need some help.


"We want to be there as a resource for students who do not have a connection on how to 
register to vote," said Perry.


The Cannabis Reform Coalition, Center for Education Policy Advocacy, UMass Labor 
Coalition, Civic Initiative, and the Women of Color Leadership Network are also among 
those encouraging students to register. 


Some professors who did not have class on Tuesday due to the Monday schedule were 
asked to e­mail their students the link to a website with information on how to register, Perry 
said.


"It has definitely been a group effort," said Abbyad.


Beyond the support from numerous groups around campus, students are being motivated 
to register for other reasons.


For students from Massachusetts, ballot questions like the call to repeal the state income 
tax and the issue of decriminalizing marijuana have increased student interest to register 
for this election, said Perry.


"There are definitely things that are grabbing students' attention," she said, because the 
issues affect higher public education and people's lifestyle directly.


The groups hope today's last­minute efforts will help them reach their goals for student 
registration.


"When people are told there is a deadline they are much more responsive," said Perry.


After today's deadline, the New Voters Project will start another campaign urging students to 
get out and vote on Election Day.


Students who filled out registration cards on campus were asked to provide their name and 
phone number. Groups like the New Voters Project, UMass Democrats and MASSPIRG 
have said they will call students to remind them to vote and inform them of their polling 
location.


They will also follow up with students who are using absentee ballots to make sure the 
students received and submitted their ballot correctly, said Eihorn. 


Students can also sign up for an e­mail or text message reminder to be sent on Election 
Day. 


State voter registrations must be postmarked no later than 5 p.m. on October 15. Online 
registration is also available at www.studentvote.org.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.
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Making a date


Campus organizations work on deadline to get out the 
vote
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 10/15/08 Section: News


The project registers students on college campuses across the U.S and plan to register 
about 25,000 in New England.


The group recognizes some students have already registered on their own, but others may 
need some help.


"We want to be there as a resource for students who do not have a connection on how to 
register to vote," said Perry.


The Cannabis Reform Coalition, Center for Education Policy Advocacy, UMass Labor 
Coalition, Civic Initiative, and the Women of Color Leadership Network are also among 
those encouraging students to register. 


Some professors who did not have class on Tuesday due to the Monday schedule were 
asked to e­mail their students the link to a website with information on how to register, Perry 
said.


"It has definitely been a group effort," said Abbyad.


Beyond the support from numerous groups around campus, students are being motivated 
to register for other reasons.


For students from Massachusetts, ballot questions like the call to repeal the state income 
tax and the issue of decriminalizing marijuana have increased student interest to register 
for this election, said Perry.


"There are definitely things that are grabbing students' attention," she said, because the 
issues affect higher public education and people's lifestyle directly.


The groups hope today's last­minute efforts will help them reach their goals for student 
registration.


"When people are told there is a deadline they are much more responsive," said Perry.


After today's deadline, the New Voters Project will start another campaign urging students to 
get out and vote on Election Day.


Students who filled out registration cards on campus were asked to provide their name and 
phone number. Groups like the New Voters Project, UMass Democrats and MASSPIRG 
have said they will call students to remind them to vote and inform them of their polling 
location.


They will also follow up with students who are using absentee ballots to make sure the 
students received and submitted their ballot correctly, said Eihorn. 


Students can also sign up for an e­mail or text message reminder to be sent on Election 
Day. 


State voter registrations must be postmarked no later than 5 p.m. on October 15. Online 
registration is also available at www.studentvote.org.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.
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UM officer injured at football game returns 
to work


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 10/21/08 Section: News


A University of Massachusetts police officer who was severely injured when he was 
allegedly kneed in the groin by a UMass ROTC cadet, returned to work Monday after two 
weeks of recovery.


During routine patrols before the Oct. 4 football game, four UMPD officers noticed a group of 
tailgaters disrobing and swimming in a portable pool in the back of a pickup truck in Lot 22 
outside McGuirk Alumni Stadium.


Officers said that most of the men obeyed when asked to stop, get out of the pool and put 
on their clothes. 


However, officers said Marshal D.P. Keating, 21, of Edgewater, N.J., resisted.


"It continued to escalate and Keating refused to cooperate with officers," said UMPD Deputy 
Chief Patrick Archbald. "He continued to dive into the pool from the top of the truck. He was 
completely naked and began to flash everyone."


Once Keating emerged from the pool, police said he continued to provoke the gathering 
crowd and then advanced toward the officers.


"The four officers tried to arrest him, but he was wet and slippery and he then kneed an 
officer two times in the groin, requiring the officer to go to the hospital in an ambulance," 
Archbald said.


The injured officer was admitted at Cooley Dickinson Hospital in Northampton, reportedly 
experiencing intense pain, nearly passing out, and was given morphine.


Officials declined to release the name of the injured officer, who was fully cleared by a 
physician before returning to his duties yesterday.


"He did his duty and wants to focus on being a police officer," said UMPD Chief of Police 
Barbara O'Connor. "I think he just wants to put all of this behind him."


Police arrested Keating at 3:15 p.m., about 15 minutes prior to the start of the football game 
between UMass and Delaware. Keating faces charges of resisting arrest and disorderly 
conduct on an outstanding warrant, as well as assault and battery on a police officer, which 
is a felony offense, Archbald said. 


Tailgating prior to football games is allowed at the University, but officials said they took 
action in this instance because they worried that the conduct of people in the pool could 
cause problems. 


"This is the sort of incident that gets quickly out of hand," said Archbald.


The attendance at the day's game was the largest crowd for a regular season UMass game 
since 1974, with an estimate exceeding 16,000 fans.


In a separate incident during the tailgate, Alexander S. Costas, 19, of Newburyport, 
Christopher R. Lufkin, 18, of Gloucester, and Andrea Spector, 19, of Peabody, were all 
arrested on charges of being minors in possession of alcohol, police said. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.
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"He continued to dive into the pool from the top of the truck. He was completely naked 
and began to flash everyone."  
 
This is a lie because I was there and he was not completely naked. (Continued…) 


Details    Reply to this comment  


Ed
posted 10/22/08 @ 8:17 PM EST 


And if the cops hadn't stopped him, and the damn fool broke his neck, which isn't hard to 
do when diving into shallow metal truck beds, then UMass would get sued. 
(Continued…) 
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This kid gives a bad name to the United State Army. They should kick him out.
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UM officer injured at football game returns 
to work


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 10/21/08 Section: News


A University of Massachusetts police officer who was severely injured when he was 
allegedly kneed in the groin by a UMass ROTC cadet, returned to work Monday after two 
weeks of recovery.


During routine patrols before the Oct. 4 football game, four UMPD officers noticed a group of 
tailgaters disrobing and swimming in a portable pool in the back of a pickup truck in Lot 22 
outside McGuirk Alumni Stadium.


Officers said that most of the men obeyed when asked to stop, get out of the pool and put 
on their clothes. 


However, officers said Marshal D.P. Keating, 21, of Edgewater, N.J., resisted.


"It continued to escalate and Keating refused to cooperate with officers," said UMPD Deputy 
Chief Patrick Archbald. "He continued to dive into the pool from the top of the truck. He was 
completely naked and began to flash everyone."


Once Keating emerged from the pool, police said he continued to provoke the gathering 
crowd and then advanced toward the officers.


"The four officers tried to arrest him, but he was wet and slippery and he then kneed an 
officer two times in the groin, requiring the officer to go to the hospital in an ambulance," 
Archbald said.


The injured officer was admitted at Cooley Dickinson Hospital in Northampton, reportedly 
experiencing intense pain, nearly passing out, and was given morphine.


Officials declined to release the name of the injured officer, who was fully cleared by a 
physician before returning to his duties yesterday.


"He did his duty and wants to focus on being a police officer," said UMPD Chief of Police 
Barbara O'Connor. "I think he just wants to put all of this behind him."


Police arrested Keating at 3:15 p.m., about 15 minutes prior to the start of the football game 
between UMass and Delaware. Keating faces charges of resisting arrest and disorderly 
conduct on an outstanding warrant, as well as assault and battery on a police officer, which 
is a felony offense, Archbald said. 


Tailgating prior to football games is allowed at the University, but officials said they took 
action in this instance because they worried that the conduct of people in the pool could 
cause problems. 


"This is the sort of incident that gets quickly out of hand," said Archbald.


The attendance at the day's game was the largest crowd for a regular season UMass game 
since 1974, with an estimate exceeding 16,000 fans.


In a separate incident during the tailgate, Alexander S. Costas, 19, of Newburyport, 
Christopher R. Lufkin, 18, of Gloucester, and Andrea Spector, 19, of Peabody, were all 
arrested on charges of being minors in possession of alcohol, police said. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.
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UM officer injured at football game returns 
to work


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 10/21/08 Section: News


A University of Massachusetts police officer who was severely injured when he was 
allegedly kneed in the groin by a UMass ROTC cadet, returned to work Monday after two 
weeks of recovery.


During routine patrols before the Oct. 4 football game, four UMPD officers noticed a group of 
tailgaters disrobing and swimming in a portable pool in the back of a pickup truck in Lot 22 
outside McGuirk Alumni Stadium.


Officers said that most of the men obeyed when asked to stop, get out of the pool and put 
on their clothes. 


However, officers said Marshal D.P. Keating, 21, of Edgewater, N.J., resisted.


"It continued to escalate and Keating refused to cooperate with officers," said UMPD Deputy 
Chief Patrick Archbald. "He continued to dive into the pool from the top of the truck. He was 
completely naked and began to flash everyone."


Once Keating emerged from the pool, police said he continued to provoke the gathering 
crowd and then advanced toward the officers.


"The four officers tried to arrest him, but he was wet and slippery and he then kneed an 
officer two times in the groin, requiring the officer to go to the hospital in an ambulance," 
Archbald said.


The injured officer was admitted at Cooley Dickinson Hospital in Northampton, reportedly 
experiencing intense pain, nearly passing out, and was given morphine.


Officials declined to release the name of the injured officer, who was fully cleared by a 
physician before returning to his duties yesterday.


"He did his duty and wants to focus on being a police officer," said UMPD Chief of Police 
Barbara O'Connor. "I think he just wants to put all of this behind him."


Police arrested Keating at 3:15 p.m., about 15 minutes prior to the start of the football game 
between UMass and Delaware. Keating faces charges of resisting arrest and disorderly 
conduct on an outstanding warrant, as well as assault and battery on a police officer, which 
is a felony offense, Archbald said. 


Tailgating prior to football games is allowed at the University, but officials said they took 
action in this instance because they worried that the conduct of people in the pool could 
cause problems. 


"This is the sort of incident that gets quickly out of hand," said Archbald.


The attendance at the day's game was the largest crowd for a regular season UMass game 
since 1974, with an estimate exceeding 16,000 fans.


In a separate incident during the tailgate, Alexander S. Costas, 19, of Newburyport, 
Christopher R. Lufkin, 18, of Gloucester, and Andrea Spector, 19, of Peabody, were all 
arrested on charges of being minors in possession of alcohol, police said. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.
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Repeat power outages hit UMass campus


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 10/28/08 Section: News


On consecutive weekends, the University of Massachusetts campus was left in the dark in 
what officials called the second "major" power outage, in addition to several other isolated 
outages, this semester.


"We have received some calls with people concerned over the number of outages 
compared to past years," said Larry Snyder, associate director of the UMass Physical Plant.


According to University spokesman Daniel Fitzgibbons, director of Physical Plant, Patrick 
Daly, said that there have been about four power outages on campus since the start of the 
semester, which Snyder said is more frequent than in years past.


The latest outage turned the lights out across about half of the campus, Snyder said. 


Power went out at around 9 p.m. on last Saturday, and was caused by a weather­related 
service interruption from the Western Massachusetts Electric Company, Daly said.


Without power from off­campus, said Daly, the Central Heating Plant tripped off­line and it 
took about an hour to get the systems running again after power was restored.


Another major outage on Oct. 18, during homecoming weekend activities, was caused by a 
"malfunction of the electric load shed program at the Central Heating Plant," Snyder said.


He said work is being done to troubleshoot the program at the campus' new heating plant, 
though he was not sure when the malfunctions will be corrected.


"Once we have that [program] fixed, these type of incidents should not occur," said Snyder.


The heating plant is in its start ­up phase and operational issues are still being worked out, 
Daly said.


Homecoming weekend's outage lasted from around noon until 1 p.m. Numerous on­
campus buildings lost power, including the Campus Center, the Student Union, and the 
west side of the Mullins Center, lost power, including the Campus Center, Student Union 
and the west side where the Mullins Center is located, according to University spokesman 
Patrick J. Callahan. 
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Repeat power outages hit UMass campus


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 10/28/08 Section: News


On consecutive weekends, the University of Massachusetts campus was left in the dark in 
what officials called the second "major" power outage, in addition to several other isolated 
outages, this semester.


"We have received some calls with people concerned over the number of outages 
compared to past years," said Larry Snyder, associate director of the UMass Physical Plant.


According to University spokesman Daniel Fitzgibbons, director of Physical Plant, Patrick 
Daly, said that there have been about four power outages on campus since the start of the 
semester, which Snyder said is more frequent than in years past.


The latest outage turned the lights out across about half of the campus, Snyder said. 


Power went out at around 9 p.m. on last Saturday, and was caused by a weather­related 
service interruption from the Western Massachusetts Electric Company, Daly said.


Without power from off­campus, said Daly, the Central Heating Plant tripped off­line and it 
took about an hour to get the systems running again after power was restored.


Another major outage on Oct. 18, during homecoming weekend activities, was caused by a 
"malfunction of the electric load shed program at the Central Heating Plant," Snyder said.


He said work is being done to troubleshoot the program at the campus' new heating plant, 
though he was not sure when the malfunctions will be corrected.


"Once we have that [program] fixed, these type of incidents should not occur," said Snyder.


The heating plant is in its start ­up phase and operational issues are still being worked out, 
Daly said.


Homecoming weekend's outage lasted from around noon until 1 p.m. Numerous on­
campus buildings lost power, including the Campus Center, the Student Union, and the 
west side of the Mullins Center, lost power, including the Campus Center, Student Union 
and the west side where the Mullins Center is located, according to University spokesman 
Patrick J. Callahan. 
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Repeat power outages hit UMass campus


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 10/28/08 Section: News


The School of Education and the College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics, were 
holding presentations for homecoming visitors in the Campus Center and the Student 
Union Ballroom when power was lost.


Campus residents and visitors were directed to eat at the Franklin Dining Commons, which 
had power, instead of at the Blue Wall in the Campus Center or The Hatch in the Student 
Union.


Jenna Dellert, a sophomore sociology major, said she was frustrated by a similar situation 
during the most recent power loss where food choices at the dining halls on campus were 
limited.


In the Northeast Residential Area, the Worcester Convenience Store and Pita Pit were both 
closed from around 9:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. due to this past Saturday's outage, said 
convenience store employee Ken Dewar, a senior majoring in Japanese and political 
science.


"I think UMass has some serious electrical problems," Dewar said.


Other students were also concerned.


"I was just wondering why there weren't some backup generators to keep at least some 
power on during the storm," said on­campus resident and sophomore Kevin Whalen, a 
sports management and finance major.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.
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Repeat power outages hit UMass campus


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 10/28/08 Section: News


The School of Education and the College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics, were 
holding presentations for homecoming visitors in the Campus Center and the Student 
Union Ballroom when power was lost.


Campus residents and visitors were directed to eat at the Franklin Dining Commons, which 
had power, instead of at the Blue Wall in the Campus Center or The Hatch in the Student 
Union.


Jenna Dellert, a sophomore sociology major, said she was frustrated by a similar situation 
during the most recent power loss where food choices at the dining halls on campus were 
limited.


In the Northeast Residential Area, the Worcester Convenience Store and Pita Pit were both 
closed from around 9:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. due to this past Saturday's outage, said 
convenience store employee Ken Dewar, a senior majoring in Japanese and political 
science.


"I think UMass has some serious electrical problems," Dewar said.


Other students were also concerned.


"I was just wondering why there weren't some backup generators to keep at least some 
power on during the storm," said on­campus resident and sophomore Kevin Whalen, a 
sports management and finance major.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.
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1 denied, 2 approved


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/5/08 Section: News


Massachusetts 
voters 
decided 
to 
leave 
the 
state 
income 
tax as 
it is 
and 
chose 
to 
decriminalize 
marijuana 
by 
answering 
"no" to 
ballot 
Question 
1 and "yes" on Question 2.


During Election Day, Amherst voters, including town residents and students from the 
University of Massachusetts, were asked how they felt on the top two propositions.


All of the 14 voters questioned at the Immanuel Lutheran Church polling station on North 
Pleasant Street said they voted "no" on Question 1 to repeal the state income tax.


Eleven of those same 14 voters said they were in favor of voting "yes" on Question 2 to 
decriminalize marijuana. Two others planned to vote "no," while another said he was still 
undecided on Question 2.


Most of those opposed to Question 1, a proposal which would eliminate personal state 
income tax by 2010, noted the state's and country's declining economic status in explaining 
their vote.


"The budget is bad enough as it is," said Amherst resident Eric Johnson. "I think it [passing 
Question 1] would just exacerbate the situation."


Funding for state education was also a common concern.


"I don't want there to be cuts in public education," said Amherst resident


Eboni Rafus.


Bryan Man, a UMass senior majoring in plant and soil science, said he had a name for 
Question 1.


"I call it the 'shoot­Massachusetts­in­the­foot bill,'" he said. 


The UMass Republican Club held an on­campus rally Monday and set up tables in the 
Campus Center Tuesday to encourage students to vote in favor of abolishing the state's 
income tax.


"Realistically, there is more focus on Question 1 than the candidates at this point," said 
Republican Club president Greg Collins. "The majority of the Republican club supports 
Question 1."


The UMass Democrats also did some last­minute campaigning in the Campus Center.  


"We're all about Obama, but also very serious in our opposition to Question 1," said Charlie 
Felder, campaign coordinator for UMass Democrats.


Several of those who voted "yes" on Question 2 felt the penalties for marijuana possession 
were unfair.


"The penalty for marijuana possession is too steep and is focused more on penalizing than 
on reform," said Rafus. "I think our prison system is clogged up with too many drug 
offenders. We should focus on other, more serious crimes."


Others agreed that state law enforcement should focus on other priorities.  
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Jane Goggin
posted 11/05/08 @ 9:29 AM EST 


Massachusettes is on the right track. Next we need to approve medical marijuana for the 
many illnesses it helps to a greater extent than current meds used. (Continued…) 
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John Eight Thirty­Two 
posted 11/05/08 @ 11:57 AM EST 


Marijuana should be legalized. How is it different from alcohol, which can disable 
dangerously and even kill, but when handled with care is pleasant and safe and (dare I 
say?) fun?
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1 denied, 2 approved


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/5/08 Section: News


Massachusetts 
voters 
decided 
to 
leave 
the 
state 
income 
tax as 
it is 
and 
chose 
to 
decriminalize 
marijuana 
by 
answering 
"no" to 
ballot 
Question 
1 and "yes" on Question 2.


During Election Day, Amherst voters, including town residents and students from the 
University of Massachusetts, were asked how they felt on the top two propositions.


All of the 14 voters questioned at the Immanuel Lutheran Church polling station on North 
Pleasant Street said they voted "no" on Question 1 to repeal the state income tax.


Eleven of those same 14 voters said they were in favor of voting "yes" on Question 2 to 
decriminalize marijuana. Two others planned to vote "no," while another said he was still 
undecided on Question 2.


Most of those opposed to Question 1, a proposal which would eliminate personal state 
income tax by 2010, noted the state's and country's declining economic status in explaining 
their vote.


"The budget is bad enough as it is," said Amherst resident Eric Johnson. "I think it [passing 
Question 1] would just exacerbate the situation."


Funding for state education was also a common concern.


"I don't want there to be cuts in public education," said Amherst resident


Eboni Rafus.


Bryan Man, a UMass senior majoring in plant and soil science, said he had a name for 
Question 1.


"I call it the 'shoot­Massachusetts­in­the­foot bill,'" he said. 


The UMass Republican Club held an on­campus rally Monday and set up tables in the 
Campus Center Tuesday to encourage students to vote in favor of abolishing the state's 
income tax.


"Realistically, there is more focus on Question 1 than the candidates at this point," said 
Republican Club president Greg Collins. "The majority of the Republican club supports 
Question 1."


The UMass Democrats also did some last­minute campaigning in the Campus Center.  


"We're all about Obama, but also very serious in our opposition to Question 1," said Charlie 
Felder, campaign coordinator for UMass Democrats.


Several of those who voted "yes" on Question 2 felt the penalties for marijuana possession 
were unfair.


"The penalty for marijuana possession is too steep and is focused more on penalizing than 
on reform," said Rafus. "I think our prison system is clogged up with too many drug 
offenders. We should focus on other, more serious crimes."


Others agreed that state law enforcement should focus on other priorities.  
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Massachusettes is on the right track. Next we need to approve medical marijuana for the 
many illnesses it helps to a greater extent than current meds used. (Continued…) 


Details    Reply to this comment  
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John Eight Thirty­Two 
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Marijuana should be legalized. How is it different from alcohol, which can disable 
dangerously and even kill, but when handled with care is pleasant and safe and (dare I 
say?) fun?
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Massachusetts 
voters 
decided 
to 
leave 
the 
state 
income 
tax as 
it is 
and 
chose 
to 
decriminalize 
marijuana 
by 
answering 
"no" to 
ballot 
Question 
1 and "yes" on Question 2.


During Election Day, Amherst voters, including town residents and students from the 
University of Massachusetts, were asked how they felt on the top two propositions.


All of the 14 voters questioned at the Immanuel Lutheran Church polling station on North 
Pleasant Street said they voted "no" on Question 1 to repeal the state income tax.


Eleven of those same 14 voters said they were in favor of voting "yes" on Question 2 to 
decriminalize marijuana. Two others planned to vote "no," while another said he was still 
undecided on Question 2.


Most of those opposed to Question 1, a proposal which would eliminate personal state 
income tax by 2010, noted the state's and country's declining economic status in explaining 
their vote.


"The budget is bad enough as it is," said Amherst resident Eric Johnson. "I think it [passing 
Question 1] would just exacerbate the situation."


Funding for state education was also a common concern.


"I don't want there to be cuts in public education," said Amherst resident


Eboni Rafus.


Bryan Man, a UMass senior majoring in plant and soil science, said he had a name for 
Question 1.


"I call it the 'shoot­Massachusetts­in­the­foot bill,'" he said. 


The UMass Republican Club held an on­campus rally Monday and set up tables in the 
Campus Center Tuesday to encourage students to vote in favor of abolishing the state's 
income tax.


"Realistically, there is more focus on Question 1 than the candidates at this point," said 
Republican Club president Greg Collins. "The majority of the Republican club supports 
Question 1."


The UMass Democrats also did some last­minute campaigning in the Campus Center.  


"We're all about Obama, but also very serious in our opposition to Question 1," said Charlie 
Felder, campaign coordinator for UMass Democrats.


Several of those who voted "yes" on Question 2 felt the penalties for marijuana possession 
were unfair.


"The penalty for marijuana possession is too steep and is focused more on penalizing than 
on reform," said Rafus. "I think our prison system is clogged up with too many drug 
offenders. We should focus on other, more serious crimes."


Others agreed that state law enforcement should focus on other priorities.  
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Marijuana should be legalized. How is it different from alcohol, which can disable 
dangerously and even kill, but when handled with care is pleasant and safe and (dare I 
say?) fun?
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"I think the police arresting people for having marijuana are wasting time and money," said 
Lucy Perkins, a freshman biology major at UMass.


"There are lots of legal things that are worse than marijuana," said Zac Wolfman, after his 
first­time voting in a presidential election. Wolfman, a freshman at UMass, said he voted 
"yes" on Question 2 along with his parents, fellow Amherst residents Jeffrey and Bonnie.


When asked how important it was that he voted yesterday, 19­year­old turf grass 
management student Jarrod Shirley said, "Extremely important. Due to personal issues 
involving Question 2, I felt strongly that I needed to vote in favor of this question."


"Being in a college town, and with recreational use of marijuana prevalent in this area, I felt 
it was necessary and my obligation to vote on this issue," said Shirley a native of Norwell, 
Mass.


Though campaign paraphernalia and clothing is not allowed within 150 feet of any polling 
station, according to precinct constable Willie Wheeler, Brendan Bowen, a junior biology 
and economics major, found his own way to display his feelings on Question 2.


"On Question 2, let's be serious, I have hemp shoes on," said Bowen.


Others opposed the ballot's second proposition.


"Marijuana leads to much worse drug addictions," said Johnson. "If 99 percent of the police 
force are against it, then so am I because they know better than I do."


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.


Lucas Correia and Joe Meloni also contributed to this story.
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1 denied, 2 approved


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/5/08 Section: News


"I think the police arresting people for having marijuana are wasting time and money," said 
Lucy Perkins, a freshman biology major at UMass.


"There are lots of legal things that are worse than marijuana," said Zac Wolfman, after his 
first­time voting in a presidential election. Wolfman, a freshman at UMass, said he voted 
"yes" on Question 2 along with his parents, fellow Amherst residents Jeffrey and Bonnie.


When asked how important it was that he voted yesterday, 19­year­old turf grass 
management student Jarrod Shirley said, "Extremely important. Due to personal issues 
involving Question 2, I felt strongly that I needed to vote in favor of this question."


"Being in a college town, and with recreational use of marijuana prevalent in this area, I felt 
it was necessary and my obligation to vote on this issue," said Shirley a native of Norwell, 
Mass.


Though campaign paraphernalia and clothing is not allowed within 150 feet of any polling 
station, according to precinct constable Willie Wheeler, Brendan Bowen, a junior biology 
and economics major, found his own way to display his feelings on Question 2.


"On Question 2, let's be serious, I have hemp shoes on," said Bowen.


Others opposed the ballot's second proposition.


"Marijuana leads to much worse drug addictions," said Johnson. "If 99 percent of the police 
force are against it, then so am I because they know better than I do."


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.


Lucas Correia and Joe Meloni also contributed to this story.
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Marijuana should be legalized. How is it different from alcohol, which can disable 
dangerously and even kill, but when handled with care is pleasant and safe and (dare I 
say?) fun?
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1 denied, 2 approved


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/5/08 Section: News


"I think the police arresting people for having marijuana are wasting time and money," said 
Lucy Perkins, a freshman biology major at UMass.


"There are lots of legal things that are worse than marijuana," said Zac Wolfman, after his 
first­time voting in a presidential election. Wolfman, a freshman at UMass, said he voted 
"yes" on Question 2 along with his parents, fellow Amherst residents Jeffrey and Bonnie.


When asked how important it was that he voted yesterday, 19­year­old turf grass 
management student Jarrod Shirley said, "Extremely important. Due to personal issues 
involving Question 2, I felt strongly that I needed to vote in favor of this question."


"Being in a college town, and with recreational use of marijuana prevalent in this area, I felt 
it was necessary and my obligation to vote on this issue," said Shirley a native of Norwell, 
Mass.


Though campaign paraphernalia and clothing is not allowed within 150 feet of any polling 
station, according to precinct constable Willie Wheeler, Brendan Bowen, a junior biology 
and economics major, found his own way to display his feelings on Question 2.


"On Question 2, let's be serious, I have hemp shoes on," said Bowen.


Others opposed the ballot's second proposition.


"Marijuana leads to much worse drug addictions," said Johnson. "If 99 percent of the police 
force are against it, then so am I because they know better than I do."


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.


Lucas Correia and Joe Meloni also contributed to this story.
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Jane Goggin
posted 11/05/08 @ 9:29 AM EST 


Massachusettes is on the right track. Next we need to approve medical marijuana for the 
many illnesses it helps to a greater extent than current meds used. (Continued…) 


Details    Reply to this comment  


John Eight ThirtyTwo 


John Eight Thirty­Two 
posted 11/05/08 @ 11:57 AM EST 


Marijuana should be legalized. How is it different from alcohol, which can disable 
dangerously and even kill, but when handled with care is pleasant and safe and (dare I 
say?) fun?
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Iraq vet speaks out


Former soldier discusses desertion
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/7/08 Section: News


"We were killing mostly civilians," said 
33­year­old Iraq veteran Camilo Mejía 
during a speech at the Student Union 
Ballroom Wednesday night. "We killed 
people caught in the crossfire, in the 
wrong place at the wrong time."


After a six­month tour in Iraq, Mejía was 
the first U.S. soldier to refuse 
deployment in October 2003, filing for 
conscientious objector status and 
going absent without leave (AWOL). He 
was convicted on a charge of desertion 
and served nine months in military 
prison.


Since his release in February 2005, 
Mejía has spoken out against the occupations of Iraq and Afghanistan.


In his first visit to the University of Massachusetts, Mejía described a story which he said 
became one of a collection of reasons in developing his anti ­war sentiments during his 
time in Iraq as a staff­sergeant in the U.S. Army. 


Mejía's lieutenant wanted to punish a young Iraqi boy, who Mejía said looked to be around 
eight years old, for throwing a rock at the lieutenant.


Mejía said he remembers the lieutenant saying, "I'm going to get this mother [expletive] and 
teach him a lesson."


The lieutenant wanted to put the boy in custody at the U.S. base several miles away. A 
crowd of Iraqis formed as the lieutenant grabbed the boy, Mejía said. The Iraqis and several 
sergeants pleaded with the lieutenant to change his mind.


An Iraqi man, who Mejía said looked to be in his 50s or 60s, could not convince the 
lieutenant with what little English he knew, so he slapped the boy several times to show 
there was no need for any other punishment.


However, the lieutenant was not convinced. As a result, the Iraqi man, while weeping, 
proceeded to publicly beat the child until the lieutenant agreed not to take the boy away, 
Mejía said. 
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Media Credit: Matt Rocheleau/Collegian
Carlos Mejia, a U.S. soldier who resisted 


deployment in 2003, signs copies of his book in 
the Student Union Ballroom. Mejia spoke with 
students about his experience in the Iraq War.
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Iraq vet speaks out


Former soldier discusses desertion
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/7/08 Section: News


"We were killing mostly civilians," said 
33­year­old Iraq veteran Camilo Mejía 
during a speech at the Student Union 
Ballroom Wednesday night. "We killed 
people caught in the crossfire, in the 
wrong place at the wrong time."


After a six­month tour in Iraq, Mejía was 
the first U.S. soldier to refuse 
deployment in October 2003, filing for 
conscientious objector status and 
going absent without leave (AWOL). He 
was convicted on a charge of desertion 
and served nine months in military 
prison.


Since his release in February 2005, 
Mejía has spoken out against the occupations of Iraq and Afghanistan.


In his first visit to the University of Massachusetts, Mejía described a story which he said 
became one of a collection of reasons in developing his anti ­war sentiments during his 
time in Iraq as a staff­sergeant in the U.S. Army. 


Mejía's lieutenant wanted to punish a young Iraqi boy, who Mejía said looked to be around 
eight years old, for throwing a rock at the lieutenant.


Mejía said he remembers the lieutenant saying, "I'm going to get this mother [expletive] and 
teach him a lesson."


The lieutenant wanted to put the boy in custody at the U.S. base several miles away. A 
crowd of Iraqis formed as the lieutenant grabbed the boy, Mejía said. The Iraqis and several 
sergeants pleaded with the lieutenant to change his mind.


An Iraqi man, who Mejía said looked to be in his 50s or 60s, could not convince the 
lieutenant with what little English he knew, so he slapped the boy several times to show 
there was no need for any other punishment.


However, the lieutenant was not convinced. As a result, the Iraqi man, while weeping, 
proceeded to publicly beat the child until the lieutenant agreed not to take the boy away, 
Mejía said. 
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Media Credit: Matt Rocheleau/Collegian
Carlos Mejia, a U.S. soldier who resisted 


deployment in 2003, signs copies of his book in 
the Student Union Ballroom. Mejia spoke with 
students about his experience in the Iraq War.
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Iraq vet speaks out


Former soldier discusses desertion
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/7/08 Section: News


"We were killing mostly civilians," said 
33­year­old Iraq veteran Camilo Mejía 
during a speech at the Student Union 
Ballroom Wednesday night. "We killed 
people caught in the crossfire, in the 
wrong place at the wrong time."


After a six­month tour in Iraq, Mejía was 
the first U.S. soldier to refuse 
deployment in October 2003, filing for 
conscientious objector status and 
going absent without leave (AWOL). He 
was convicted on a charge of desertion 
and served nine months in military 
prison.


Since his release in February 2005, 
Mejía has spoken out against the occupations of Iraq and Afghanistan.


In his first visit to the University of Massachusetts, Mejía described a story which he said 
became one of a collection of reasons in developing his anti ­war sentiments during his 
time in Iraq as a staff­sergeant in the U.S. Army. 


Mejía's lieutenant wanted to punish a young Iraqi boy, who Mejía said looked to be around 
eight years old, for throwing a rock at the lieutenant.


Mejía said he remembers the lieutenant saying, "I'm going to get this mother [expletive] and 
teach him a lesson."


The lieutenant wanted to put the boy in custody at the U.S. base several miles away. A 
crowd of Iraqis formed as the lieutenant grabbed the boy, Mejía said. The Iraqis and several 
sergeants pleaded with the lieutenant to change his mind.


An Iraqi man, who Mejía said looked to be in his 50s or 60s, could not convince the 
lieutenant with what little English he knew, so he slapped the boy several times to show 
there was no need for any other punishment.


However, the lieutenant was not convinced. As a result, the Iraqi man, while weeping, 
proceeded to publicly beat the child until the lieutenant agreed not to take the boy away, 
Mejía said. 
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Media Credit: Matt Rocheleau/Collegian
Carlos Mejia, a U.S. soldier who resisted 


deployment in 2003, signs copies of his book in 
the Student Union Ballroom. Mejia spoke with 
students about his experience in the Iraq War.


[Click to enlarge]


Share:
Facebook   Blogger   del.icio.us   digg   newsvine  


NOTE: Email address will not be published 


Name: (required) 


Email: (required)


Website: 


gfedc


gfedc


Post


News


Atwood captivates the FAC 
Experts predict snowy winter 
Iraq vet speaks out 
Teach for America recruits grads­to­be for employment  


Arts & Living


Shakespeare troupe to play UMass 
'Zach & Miri' make a so­so  
American Ale to yield tart results 


Editorial / Opinion


Bigotry preventing change 
Feeding the hungry with a meal plan 
Speech deja vu 
Gay marriage: a divorce between church and state 


Sports


Men's Soccer: Minutemen reach for tourney 
Men's Soccer: DeNormandie comes up big 
Two guys, one column 
Field Hockey: Orlando earns Atlantic 10 POY 
Women's Basketball: Minutewomen to host Bishop's University 
Swimming & Diving: UMass goes for third­straight sweep  


Features


Merry­go­round reminder of years past  


Multimedia


SLIDESHOW: Election at UMass 


POLL 


What kind of dog should president­elect 
Barack Obama get for his family? 


 Bichon Frise 


 Chinese Crested 


 Miniature Schnauzer 


 Poodle 


 Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier 


View Results 


24 Hour News


 


 


nmlkj


nmlkj


nmlkj


nmlkj


nmlkj


Submit Vote


 


INTERACT 


Login


Email Edition


About Us


Forums


Podcasts


Syndication


Letter to the Editor


Classifieds


Ad Rates


Archives


Search


SPECIAL ISSUES 


The Score 2007 Online


UMass YakBack


BLOGS 


Sports Blog


Arts & Living Blog


Ed­Op Blog 


LINKS 


UMass Amherst


Amherst Wire


CampusLIVE


College Publisher


PRINT PDF 


 


COLLEGIAN PARTNERS 


Student Checking Account


Writing Coach


 2008 Woodie Awards Jobs Top College News


 


Front Page 


© The Daily Collegian 


Powered by College Publisher 


College Publisher powered by   and 


 Search  Web








 


Home > News 
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Former soldier discusses desertion
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
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At the time, Mejía said he tried to tell himself what the lieutenant had done was permissible 
because the boy learned not to antagonize U.S. soldiers, but later realized there was no 
justification for what had happened.


"[Instances like this] destroy the moral fabric of a society," said Mejía. "These are the things 
we, as soldiers, don't think about until we come home. You don't have the luxury to think 
morally about things. It's too intense. It's too dangerous."


When he returned home for a two­week leave, Mejía said he had time to discover how he 
truly felt about the war.


"It became clear to me that I had to make a decision to follow my idea of right versus wrong 
or to follow my military commands," he said.


Mejía said his decision not to return to service after his leave was not easy and he was 
afraid.


"I didn't have the courage to speak out," he said. "I simply didn't get back on the plane."


Eventually, Mejía said he felt he could not remain silent. He said the hypocrisy of the 
"support the troops" motto was one reason he began talking to the media.


Soldiers were not being adequately supplied on the battlefield or treated properly when their 
service ended, Mejía said. 


Meanwhile, "these billions of dollars a week were basically lining the pockets of corporate 
CEOs," he said.


In March 2004, Mejía surrendered to being AWOL at the Army Air Force base in Lexington. 
He was court­martialed and convicted of desertion by a military jury who sentenced him to a 
year in military prison and gave him a bad conduct discharge.


A desertion conviction during wartime can result in a death sentence, under Article 85 of the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice.


While in prison, Mejía said he enjoyed the time he had to reflect on his service in Iraq and 
plan for what he wanted to do after his release.


"Being a deserter or conscientious objector in military prison is like being a bank robber in 
civilian jail," said Mejía. "The other inmates gave me mad respect." 
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Iraq vet speaks out


Former soldier discusses desertion
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/7/08 Section: News


At the time, Mejía said he tried to tell himself what the lieutenant had done was permissible 
because the boy learned not to antagonize U.S. soldiers, but later realized there was no 
justification for what had happened.


"[Instances like this] destroy the moral fabric of a society," said Mejía. "These are the things 
we, as soldiers, don't think about until we come home. You don't have the luxury to think 
morally about things. It's too intense. It's too dangerous."


When he returned home for a two­week leave, Mejía said he had time to discover how he 
truly felt about the war.


"It became clear to me that I had to make a decision to follow my idea of right versus wrong 
or to follow my military commands," he said.


Mejía said his decision not to return to service after his leave was not easy and he was 
afraid.


"I didn't have the courage to speak out," he said. "I simply didn't get back on the plane."


Eventually, Mejía said he felt he could not remain silent. He said the hypocrisy of the 
"support the troops" motto was one reason he began talking to the media.


Soldiers were not being adequately supplied on the battlefield or treated properly when their 
service ended, Mejía said. 


Meanwhile, "these billions of dollars a week were basically lining the pockets of corporate 
CEOs," he said.


In March 2004, Mejía surrendered to being AWOL at the Army Air Force base in Lexington. 
He was court­martialed and convicted of desertion by a military jury who sentenced him to a 
year in military prison and gave him a bad conduct discharge.


A desertion conviction during wartime can result in a death sentence, under Article 85 of the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice.


While in prison, Mejía said he enjoyed the time he had to reflect on his service in Iraq and 
plan for what he wanted to do after his release.


"Being a deserter or conscientious objector in military prison is like being a bank robber in 
civilian jail," said Mejía. "The other inmates gave me mad respect." 
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Iraq vet speaks out


Former soldier discusses desertion
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/7/08 Section: News


At the time, Mejía said he tried to tell himself what the lieutenant had done was permissible 
because the boy learned not to antagonize U.S. soldiers, but later realized there was no 
justification for what had happened.


"[Instances like this] destroy the moral fabric of a society," said Mejía. "These are the things 
we, as soldiers, don't think about until we come home. You don't have the luxury to think 
morally about things. It's too intense. It's too dangerous."


When he returned home for a two­week leave, Mejía said he had time to discover how he 
truly felt about the war.


"It became clear to me that I had to make a decision to follow my idea of right versus wrong 
or to follow my military commands," he said.


Mejía said his decision not to return to service after his leave was not easy and he was 
afraid.


"I didn't have the courage to speak out," he said. "I simply didn't get back on the plane."


Eventually, Mejía said he felt he could not remain silent. He said the hypocrisy of the 
"support the troops" motto was one reason he began talking to the media.


Soldiers were not being adequately supplied on the battlefield or treated properly when their 
service ended, Mejía said. 


Meanwhile, "these billions of dollars a week were basically lining the pockets of corporate 
CEOs," he said.


In March 2004, Mejía surrendered to being AWOL at the Army Air Force base in Lexington. 
He was court­martialed and convicted of desertion by a military jury who sentenced him to a 
year in military prison and gave him a bad conduct discharge.


A desertion conviction during wartime can result in a death sentence, under Article 85 of the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice.


While in prison, Mejía said he enjoyed the time he had to reflect on his service in Iraq and 
plan for what he wanted to do after his release.


"Being a deserter or conscientious objector in military prison is like being a bank robber in 
civilian jail," said Mejía. "The other inmates gave me mad respect." 
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Iraq vet speaks out


Former soldier discusses desertion
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/7/08 Section: News


After the talks, Mejía signed copies of his memoir, "Road from ar Ramadi: the Private 
Rebellion of Staff Sergeant Camilo," which he has been promoting on his national 
"Resisting Empire" tour.


"I would find myself riding in the back of a truck through the dusty streets of war­torn ar 
Ramadi," said a passage from the memoir. "I was supposed to be giving all my attention to 
watching out for the insurgents...But then I would catch sight of the children running to the 
front gates of their homes to watch our vehicles rolling by and they would remind me of the 
children I had seen back in Nicaragua." Mejía lived in Nicaragua before moving to the U.S. 
with his family in 1991.


Zurima Cisneros, a junior sociology major at UMass, bought a copy of Mejía's book.


"I thought it was very inspirational," she said. "It's really significant for people to be hearing 
about what it means to speak independently and conscientiously. It takes a lot of power 
from within."


Greenfield resident Beth Adams agreed.


"I admire his courage and conviction to walk this risky life of non­violence," Adams said. 


Mejía serves as the board chair of Iraq Veterans Against the War (IVAW), who aim to give a 
voice to active duty service people and veterans who are against the War on Terror, but feel 
pressured to stay silent.


The event featured introductions by IVAW member Mike VanValkenburg and UMass history 
professor and author Christian Appy.


More information on Mejía's tour, sponsored nationally by Haymarket Books, Center for 
Economic Research and Social Change, Iraq Veterans Against the War, Alternet.org and 
Nation Books is available at Resistingempire.org.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.
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Iraq vet speaks out


Former soldier discusses desertion
Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/7/08 Section: News


After the talks, Mejía signed copies of his memoir, "Road from ar Ramadi: the Private 
Rebellion of Staff Sergeant Camilo," which he has been promoting on his national 
"Resisting Empire" tour.


"I would find myself riding in the back of a truck through the dusty streets of war­torn ar 
Ramadi," said a passage from the memoir. "I was supposed to be giving all my attention to 
watching out for the insurgents...But then I would catch sight of the children running to the 
front gates of their homes to watch our vehicles rolling by and they would remind me of the 
children I had seen back in Nicaragua." Mejía lived in Nicaragua before moving to the U.S. 
with his family in 1991.


Zurima Cisneros, a junior sociology major at UMass, bought a copy of Mejía's book.


"I thought it was very inspirational," she said. "It's really significant for people to be hearing 
about what it means to speak independently and conscientiously. It takes a lot of power 
from within."


Greenfield resident Beth Adams agreed.


"I admire his courage and conviction to walk this risky life of non­violence," Adams said. 


Mejía serves as the board chair of Iraq Veterans Against the War (IVAW), who aim to give a 
voice to active duty service people and veterans who are against the War on Terror, but feel 
pressured to stay silent.


The event featured introductions by IVAW member Mike VanValkenburg and UMass history 
professor and author Christian Appy.


More information on Mejía's tour, sponsored nationally by Haymarket Books, Center for 
Economic Research and Social Change, Iraq Veterans Against the War, Alternet.org and 
Nation Books is available at Resistingempire.org.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.
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Confusion on Question 2


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/14/08 Section: News


State officials say the details on how to implement the passing of ballot Question 2 are still 
hazy, and they don't expect the new law decriminalizing marijuana to go into effect until late 
December or early January.


"Until that time, the current law remains in effect, that is, possession of any amount of 
marijuana is still a criminal offense," said a statement from Attorney General Martha 
Coakley.


On Election Day, about two­thirds of Massachusetts voters approved Question 2, which 
states anyone over 18 caught with an ounce or less of marijuana would be issued a civil 
fine of $100, and would not face criminal charges. However, the citations would likely be 
recorded in police logs, according to a press release from Coakley.


Violators under 18 would have to complete a drug awareness program and community 
service within one year of the offense, or pay up to $1,000 in fines.


Officials say the regulation would not change existing laws, practices or policies concerning 
operating a motor vehicle or taking other actions while under the influence of marijuana, 
unlawful possession of prescription forms of marijuana or selling, manufacturing or 
trafficking in marijuana, according to The Springfield Republican.


The new law is also unlikely to alter on­campus policies at the University of Massachusetts, 
according to spokesman Ed Blaguszewski.


"I don't believe this will change any of the protocols [on campus, including housing]," 
Blaguszewski said. "Any cases in which police cite students for misconduct will be sent to 
the Dean of Students as they have in the past."


"Right now, we don't know how we are going to enforce it," UMass Police Chief Barbara 
O'Connor told The Daily Hampshire Gazette. "I think the biggest issue is solving the how, 
and once the how is done, I don't see any big implications beyond that."


For law enforcement, sorting out the specifics of how to handle the new law is becoming a 
major challenge. 
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Confusion on Question 2


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/14/08 Section: News


State officials say the details on how to implement the passing of ballot Question 2 are still 
hazy, and they don't expect the new law decriminalizing marijuana to go into effect until late 
December or early January.


"Until that time, the current law remains in effect, that is, possession of any amount of 
marijuana is still a criminal offense," said a statement from Attorney General Martha 
Coakley.


On Election Day, about two­thirds of Massachusetts voters approved Question 2, which 
states anyone over 18 caught with an ounce or less of marijuana would be issued a civil 
fine of $100, and would not face criminal charges. However, the citations would likely be 
recorded in police logs, according to a press release from Coakley.


Violators under 18 would have to complete a drug awareness program and community 
service within one year of the offense, or pay up to $1,000 in fines.


Officials say the regulation would not change existing laws, practices or policies concerning 
operating a motor vehicle or taking other actions while under the influence of marijuana, 
unlawful possession of prescription forms of marijuana or selling, manufacturing or 
trafficking in marijuana, according to The Springfield Republican.


The new law is also unlikely to alter on­campus policies at the University of Massachusetts, 
according to spokesman Ed Blaguszewski.


"I don't believe this will change any of the protocols [on campus, including housing]," 
Blaguszewski said. "Any cases in which police cite students for misconduct will be sent to 
the Dean of Students as they have in the past."


"Right now, we don't know how we are going to enforce it," UMass Police Chief Barbara 
O'Connor told The Daily Hampshire Gazette. "I think the biggest issue is solving the how, 
and once the how is done, I don't see any big implications beyond that."


For law enforcement, sorting out the specifics of how to handle the new law is becoming a 
major challenge. 
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Confusion on Question 2


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/14/08 Section: News


"At this time, we are reviewing all of the implications of the new law and whether further 
clarification or guidance is needed," said Coakley. "We will work with the District Attorneys 
and others in law enforcement to determine what the new law requires."


"It's up in the air at this point," said Amherst Police Department Detective Brandon Seymour. 
"There's a billion questions that have been raised… If you see someone smoking a joint, 
what right do you have to request an ID from them?"


Beyond an officer's right to search and seizures, police say they're also unsure of how the 
fines will be administered, and how to determine whether someone is carrying over an 
ounce of marijuana.


Some police officers dislike that they may need to carry scales with them to measure out an 
ounce. 


Officials could instead visually estimate then weigh the marijuana at the police station and 
summons the person to court if it exceeds an ounce, said Seymour.


However, Seymour said he doesn't feel the law will change his normal practice. The 
majority of the time, he said, people are arrested and charged for another offense and the 
marijuana is found when the person is searched.


"We really don't arrest someone just on possession," said Seymour. "In fact, I can't think of a 
time where I've ever arrested someone on mere possession."


"We weren't wasting a lot of time on it anyway," he continued. "It would probably take more 
time to write up a ticket than just to summons them to court."


For now the Amherst Police Department will handle marijuana possession the same way 
they have been until they hear from the attorney general, Seymour said.


"I wasn't in favor or opposed," he said. "I would have liked to see [the law] go into a lot more 
detail to answer the questions it raises."


Michael O'Keefe, district attorney of the Cape and the Islands, along with other district 
attorneys and the state's Executive Office of Public Safety and Security, will meet with the 
attorney general to come up with a uniform decision to sort out these issues. 
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Confusion on Question 2


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/14/08 Section: News


"At this time, we are reviewing all of the implications of the new law and whether further 
clarification or guidance is needed," said Coakley. "We will work with the District Attorneys 
and others in law enforcement to determine what the new law requires."


"It's up in the air at this point," said Amherst Police Department Detective Brandon Seymour. 
"There's a billion questions that have been raised… If you see someone smoking a joint, 
what right do you have to request an ID from them?"


Beyond an officer's right to search and seizures, police say they're also unsure of how the 
fines will be administered, and how to determine whether someone is carrying over an 
ounce of marijuana.


Some police officers dislike that they may need to carry scales with them to measure out an 
ounce. 


Officials could instead visually estimate then weigh the marijuana at the police station and 
summons the person to court if it exceeds an ounce, said Seymour.


However, Seymour said he doesn't feel the law will change his normal practice. The 
majority of the time, he said, people are arrested and charged for another offense and the 
marijuana is found when the person is searched.


"We really don't arrest someone just on possession," said Seymour. "In fact, I can't think of a 
time where I've ever arrested someone on mere possession."


"We weren't wasting a lot of time on it anyway," he continued. "It would probably take more 
time to write up a ticket than just to summons them to court."


For now the Amherst Police Department will handle marijuana possession the same way 
they have been until they hear from the attorney general, Seymour said.


"I wasn't in favor or opposed," he said. "I would have liked to see [the law] go into a lot more 
detail to answer the questions it raises."


Michael O'Keefe, district attorney of the Cape and the Islands, along with other district 
attorneys and the state's Executive Office of Public Safety and Security, will meet with the 
attorney general to come up with a uniform decision to sort out these issues. 
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Confusion on Question 2


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/14/08 Section: News


"It's virtually impossible to effectuate the law as written," O'Keefe said. "It's a law full of 
inconsistencies."


For example, he said the law states that while possessing marijuana is not criminal, buying 
or obtaining the substance is.


Beyond clarifying enforcement of marijuana decriminalization, the law must follow a certain 
procedure before being finalized.


"Under Massachusetts state law, a ballot initiative law becomes effective 30 days after the 
Secretary of State's presentation of the official results to the Governor and the Governor's 
Council," said Coakley. "This generally occurs in late November or early December. 
Therefore, the new law would go into effect 30 days following that meeting of the Governor's 
Council, meaning late December or early January."


In the meantime, Hampden District Attorney William M. Bennett, who serves the Springfield 
area, including Holyoke, said he plans to dismiss all pending charges of possessing an 
ounce or less of marijuana and will not pursue new cases, according to reports in The 
Republican.


Northwestern District Attorney Elizabeth D. Scheibel who serves Amherst, Hadley, 
Northampton, Sunderland and other towns surrounding UMass, has not dropped any cases 
and continues to prosecute new ones, said Deputy First Assistant District Attorney Elizabeth 
Dunphy Farris.


The majority of people arrested for marijuana possession under Scheibel's jurisdiction 
have their charges dropped after completing substance abuse programs, said Dunphy 
Farris.


In Franklin and Hampshire counties, from July 1, 2006 to Sept. 23, 2008, only 88 of the more 
than 1,700 marijuana possession cases, or about 5 percent, have resulted in a guilty 
finding, she said. 


O'Keefe said he too plans to review cases as he has in the past.


"When and if this new statute that was voted on in November becomes law then we will deal 
with the matter," said O'Keefe.


Though lawmakers could change or abolish the legislature, officials say radical changes 
are unlikely. 
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Confusion on Question 2


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/14/08 Section: News


"It's virtually impossible to effectuate the law as written," O'Keefe said. "It's a law full of 
inconsistencies."


For example, he said the law states that while possessing marijuana is not criminal, buying 
or obtaining the substance is.


Beyond clarifying enforcement of marijuana decriminalization, the law must follow a certain 
procedure before being finalized.


"Under Massachusetts state law, a ballot initiative law becomes effective 30 days after the 
Secretary of State's presentation of the official results to the Governor and the Governor's 
Council," said Coakley. "This generally occurs in late November or early December. 
Therefore, the new law would go into effect 30 days following that meeting of the Governor's 
Council, meaning late December or early January."


In the meantime, Hampden District Attorney William M. Bennett, who serves the Springfield 
area, including Holyoke, said he plans to dismiss all pending charges of possessing an 
ounce or less of marijuana and will not pursue new cases, according to reports in The 
Republican.


Northwestern District Attorney Elizabeth D. Scheibel who serves Amherst, Hadley, 
Northampton, Sunderland and other towns surrounding UMass, has not dropped any cases 
and continues to prosecute new ones, said Deputy First Assistant District Attorney Elizabeth 
Dunphy Farris.


The majority of people arrested for marijuana possession under Scheibel's jurisdiction 
have their charges dropped after completing substance abuse programs, said Dunphy 
Farris.


In Franklin and Hampshire counties, from July 1, 2006 to Sept. 23, 2008, only 88 of the more 
than 1,700 marijuana possession cases, or about 5 percent, have resulted in a guilty 
finding, she said. 


O'Keefe said he too plans to review cases as he has in the past.


"When and if this new statute that was voted on in November becomes law then we will deal 
with the matter," said O'Keefe.


Though lawmakers could change or abolish the legislature, officials say radical changes 
are unlikely. 
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Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/14/08 Section: News


However, some are in favor of the decriminalization of marijuana and are trying to change 
federal law.


U.S. Rep. Barney Frank initiated a bill which would decriminalize possession of marijuana 
in amounts of 3.5 ounces or less anywhere in the U.S.


But Frank said he doesn't feel his proposal will be approved anytime in the near future 
because he feels other legislators have not made their minds up on the issue, according to 
The Boston Globe.


"I support [decriminalization]," said UMass junior and psychology major Jen Derwin. "I don't 
think it's that big of a deal."


"I was in favor [of decriminalization]. I felt like the penalties were a little harsh," said junior 
computer science major Craig Darmetko. "I heard some people are having a countdown 
until it passes."


Others students are anticipating the law's finalization.


"I think it's a little long to have to wait," said junior economics major Jill O'Loughlin. 


Amanda Belcastro, also a junior psychology major, agreed, 


"I think it should go into effect now," she said.


"It's really, really amazing that it passed by such a big margin," said senior Katherine 
Bickering a philosophy and linguistics double major. Bickering is a member of the 
Cannabis Reform Coalition at UMass, a Registered Student Organization made up of 
outspoken supporters of Question 2.


"I think it's a disservice to people to not have information on the time lapse [between the 
passing of the law and when it goes into effect]," she said.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.
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Confusion on Question 2


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/14/08 Section: News


However, some are in favor of the decriminalization of marijuana and are trying to change 
federal law.


U.S. Rep. Barney Frank initiated a bill which would decriminalize possession of marijuana 
in amounts of 3.5 ounces or less anywhere in the U.S.


But Frank said he doesn't feel his proposal will be approved anytime in the near future 
because he feels other legislators have not made their minds up on the issue, according to 
The Boston Globe.


"I support [decriminalization]," said UMass junior and psychology major Jen Derwin. "I don't 
think it's that big of a deal."


"I was in favor [of decriminalization]. I felt like the penalties were a little harsh," said junior 
computer science major Craig Darmetko. "I heard some people are having a countdown 
until it passes."


Others students are anticipating the law's finalization.


"I think it's a little long to have to wait," said junior economics major Jill O'Loughlin. 


Amanda Belcastro, also a junior psychology major, agreed, 


"I think it should go into effect now," she said.


"It's really, really amazing that it passed by such a big margin," said senior Katherine 
Bickering a philosophy and linguistics double major. Bickering is a member of the 
Cannabis Reform Coalition at UMass, a Registered Student Organization made up of 
outspoken supporters of Question 2.


"I think it's a disservice to people to not have information on the time lapse [between the 
passing of the law and when it goes into effect]," she said.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.
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Gossip site banned at Tenn. State


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/26/08 Section: News


Tennessee State University (TSU) became the first public university to ban the collegiate 
gossip Web site JuicyCampus.com from its campus network on November 12, raising 
concerns over students' rights to free speech.


JuicyCampus claims to have over 150,000 posts and counting from students across 500 
college campuses where anonymous posts often disclose personal rumors about other 
students.


Hampton University in Hampton, Va., and Lipscomb University in Nashville, Tenn., are 
among several private institutions where the site has also been banned, according to the 
Associated Press.


The decision to ban JuicyCampus at TSU was in response to a parent's complaint to the 
university expressing concern for the child's safety after reading a targeted comment on the 
site, said Michael A. Freeman, vice president for student affairs at TSU.


"For our students to talk so openly and graphically, disparaging one another, brings shame 
and dishonor to this institution," said Freeman in a letter to students published in the 
school's student newspaper, The Meter. "A JuicyCampus gossip blog does not fit with the 
legacy, spirit, and reputation of Tennessee State University."


Matt Ivester, president & founder of JuicyCampus, told WXII12 news channel in North 
Carolina, "We don't believe that serious harm can come to a person's reputation as a result 
of postings on our site, because a reasonable person does not believe everything they read 
on a site like our's ­ it's unsubstantiated, anonymous gossip." 


"We do not consider a person's full name to be "contact information", and we do not believe 
that regulating, aka censoring, our site any further is appropriate," he said.


The site does remove spam, illegal hate speech and contact information, Ivester said.


"To the extent that a user disagrees with something that is posted, they are welcome to 
reply with additional information or a differing opinion," he added. "Everyone has an equal 
voice on JuicyCampus, and we believe that additional speech, rather than censorship, is 
the answer to bad speech." 
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Gossip site banned at Tenn. State


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/26/08 Section: News


Tennessee State University (TSU) became the first public university to ban the collegiate 
gossip Web site JuicyCampus.com from its campus network on November 12, raising 
concerns over students' rights to free speech.


JuicyCampus claims to have over 150,000 posts and counting from students across 500 
college campuses where anonymous posts often disclose personal rumors about other 
students.


Hampton University in Hampton, Va., and Lipscomb University in Nashville, Tenn., are 
among several private institutions where the site has also been banned, according to the 
Associated Press.


The decision to ban JuicyCampus at TSU was in response to a parent's complaint to the 
university expressing concern for the child's safety after reading a targeted comment on the 
site, said Michael A. Freeman, vice president for student affairs at TSU.


"For our students to talk so openly and graphically, disparaging one another, brings shame 
and dishonor to this institution," said Freeman in a letter to students published in the 
school's student newspaper, The Meter. "A JuicyCampus gossip blog does not fit with the 
legacy, spirit, and reputation of Tennessee State University."


Matt Ivester, president & founder of JuicyCampus, told WXII12 news channel in North 
Carolina, "We don't believe that serious harm can come to a person's reputation as a result 
of postings on our site, because a reasonable person does not believe everything they read 
on a site like our's ­ it's unsubstantiated, anonymous gossip." 


"We do not consider a person's full name to be "contact information", and we do not believe 
that regulating, aka censoring, our site any further is appropriate," he said.


The site does remove spam, illegal hate speech and contact information, Ivester said.


"To the extent that a user disagrees with something that is posted, they are welcome to 
reply with additional information or a differing opinion," he added. "Everyone has an equal 
voice on JuicyCampus, and we believe that additional speech, rather than censorship, is 
the answer to bad speech." 
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Gossip site banned at Tenn. State


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/26/08 Section: News


The University of Massachusetts is not planning to block access to the site, according to 
University spokesperson Patrick J. Callahan.


"While this private Web site contains gossip and some objectionable material, the 
University doesn't have a history of blocking access to Web sites," said Callahan. "And in 
this specific case, the University has not been asked to take such an action.


But some students said they wish the site would be blocked at UMass.


"I'm absolutely against it," said Alyson Agoglia a junior marketing major who has seen the 
site and said she knows some of the students' names mentioned. "I think they should ban it 
here."


Randi Hapenny, also a junior marketing major, said she agreed.


"I think it's a way for jealous people to publicly demolish someone's name without having to 
deal with consequences," Hapenny said.


"I think it's kind of stupid," said junior accounting major Alec Goolsby. "I've seen some pretty 
mean stuff on there."


When asked if banning a Web site was a violation of free speech, senior Samantha 
Fleischman, majoring in architecture, said, "There's a difference between free speech and 
having a Web site that is slanderous and ruining people's lives. When I heard about it I 
couldn't believe it. It's so high school."


Others said they weren't so sure.


"I'm not saying I'm against it, but I could see it as being detrimental," said senior classics 
major Rachel Seavey.


Her friend Stephanie Stenz, a senior and nursing major, said she too was undecided on the 
issue.


"The site is kind of petty because we're college students, but I can see both sides of the 
story," Stenz said.


Some JuicyCampus users have faced legal trouble for their posts.


Less than two months after the site launched on October 24, 2007, a student at Loyola 
Marymount University was arrested for posting a threat about a school shooting on 
JuicyCampus. Though he posted anonymously, police subpoenaed his IP address from 
JuicyCampus to track him down. 


In March, a Colgate University student was arrested when he used the site to threaten to 
shoot his classmates in hopes of having his classes canceled.


Several weeks ago, a University of Delaware student filed a federal lawsuit against five 
anonymous individuals who posted comments about her on JuicyCampus claiming to have 
experienced "significant psychological and economic injuries," from statements the 
defendants knew were damaging and not true. The plaintiff was referred to in the comments 
as one of the "biggest sluts" on the campus and had "laid up" with three different men in 
one night.


Online tormenting proved deadly in September 2006 when a 13­year­old girl from St. Louis 
hanged herself after becoming upset over mean messages she read on her MySpace 
page.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.
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Gossip site banned at Tenn. State


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/26/08 Section: News


The University of Massachusetts is not planning to block access to the site, according to 
University spokesperson Patrick J. Callahan.


"While this private Web site contains gossip and some objectionable material, the 
University doesn't have a history of blocking access to Web sites," said Callahan. "And in 
this specific case, the University has not been asked to take such an action.


But some students said they wish the site would be blocked at UMass.


"I'm absolutely against it," said Alyson Agoglia a junior marketing major who has seen the 
site and said she knows some of the students' names mentioned. "I think they should ban it 
here."


Randi Hapenny, also a junior marketing major, said she agreed.


"I think it's a way for jealous people to publicly demolish someone's name without having to 
deal with consequences," Hapenny said.


"I think it's kind of stupid," said junior accounting major Alec Goolsby. "I've seen some pretty 
mean stuff on there."


When asked if banning a Web site was a violation of free speech, senior Samantha 
Fleischman, majoring in architecture, said, "There's a difference between free speech and 
having a Web site that is slanderous and ruining people's lives. When I heard about it I 
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"I'm not saying I'm against it, but I could see it as being detrimental," said senior classics 
major Rachel Seavey.


Her friend Stephanie Stenz, a senior and nursing major, said she too was undecided on the 
issue.


"The site is kind of petty because we're college students, but I can see both sides of the 
story," Stenz said.


Some JuicyCampus users have faced legal trouble for their posts.


Less than two months after the site launched on October 24, 2007, a student at Loyola 
Marymount University was arrested for posting a threat about a school shooting on 
JuicyCampus. Though he posted anonymously, police subpoenaed his IP address from 
JuicyCampus to track him down. 


In March, a Colgate University student was arrested when he used the site to threaten to 
shoot his classmates in hopes of having his classes canceled.


Several weeks ago, a University of Delaware student filed a federal lawsuit against five 
anonymous individuals who posted comments about her on JuicyCampus claiming to have 
experienced "significant psychological and economic injuries," from statements the 
defendants knew were damaging and not true. The plaintiff was referred to in the comments 
as one of the "biggest sluts" on the campus and had "laid up" with three different men in 
one night.


Online tormenting proved deadly in September 2006 when a 13­year­old girl from St. Louis 
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Gossip site banned at Tenn. State


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 11/26/08 Section: News


The University of Massachusetts is not planning to block access to the site, according to 
University spokesperson Patrick J. Callahan.


"While this private Web site contains gossip and some objectionable material, the 
University doesn't have a history of blocking access to Web sites," said Callahan. "And in 
this specific case, the University has not been asked to take such an action.


But some students said they wish the site would be blocked at UMass.


"I'm absolutely against it," said Alyson Agoglia a junior marketing major who has seen the 
site and said she knows some of the students' names mentioned. "I think they should ban it 
here."


Randi Hapenny, also a junior marketing major, said she agreed.


"I think it's a way for jealous people to publicly demolish someone's name without having to 
deal with consequences," Hapenny said.


"I think it's kind of stupid," said junior accounting major Alec Goolsby. "I've seen some pretty 
mean stuff on there."


When asked if banning a Web site was a violation of free speech, senior Samantha 
Fleischman, majoring in architecture, said, "There's a difference between free speech and 
having a Web site that is slanderous and ruining people's lives. When I heard about it I 
couldn't believe it. It's so high school."


Others said they weren't so sure.


"I'm not saying I'm against it, but I could see it as being detrimental," said senior classics 
major Rachel Seavey.


Her friend Stephanie Stenz, a senior and nursing major, said she too was undecided on the 
issue.


"The site is kind of petty because we're college students, but I can see both sides of the 
story," Stenz said.


Some JuicyCampus users have faced legal trouble for their posts.


Less than two months after the site launched on October 24, 2007, a student at Loyola 
Marymount University was arrested for posting a threat about a school shooting on 
JuicyCampus. Though he posted anonymously, police subpoenaed his IP address from 
JuicyCampus to track him down. 


In March, a Colgate University student was arrested when he used the site to threaten to 
shoot his classmates in hopes of having his classes canceled.


Several weeks ago, a University of Delaware student filed a federal lawsuit against five 
anonymous individuals who posted comments about her on JuicyCampus claiming to have 
experienced "significant psychological and economic injuries," from statements the 
defendants knew were damaging and not true. The plaintiff was referred to in the comments 
as one of the "biggest sluts" on the campus and had "laid up" with three different men in 
one night.


Online tormenting proved deadly in September 2006 when a 13­year­old girl from St. Louis 
hanged herself after becoming upset over mean messages she read on her MySpace 
page.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu.


< prev Page 2 of 2 


Article Tools
Subscribe:


My Yahoo!   Google   


 


The Massachusetts Daily Collegian has an 'open door' policy with regards to reader 
comments. In the interest of facilitating an open discourse, comments are not screened or 
edited for spelling, mechanics or content. Comments on our website cannot be verified by 
The Collegian and in no way represent the opinions of The Massachusetts Daily Collegian 
or its staff.


Be the first to comment on this story


 Notify me of followup comments via e­mail  


Type your comment below (html not allowed)


   I am not posting spam. I understand posting spam or other comments that are 
unrelated to this article will cause my comment to be flagged for deletion and possibly 
cause my IP address to be permanently banned from this server.


 


National College Advertising and Marketing  | Privacy Policy  (8/15/07) | Terms of Use (4/28/08)


Content Submission Agreement  (8/23/07) | Copyright Compliance Policy  (8/25/07) | RSS Terms of Use 


 


Print Email    < prev Page 2 of 2


Share:
Facebook   Blogger   del.icio.us   digg   newsvine  


NOTE: Email address will not be published 


Name: (required) 


Email: (required)


Website: 


gfedc


gfedc


Post


2008 Basketball Season 
Preview


Season Preview: Expectations uncertain 
for UMass 
Q and A: Kellogg answers the tough 
questions 
Roster Breakdown: In­depth look at the 
roster 
FEATURE: Breaking down the dribble­
drive motion offense 
COMMENTARY: Xavier still class of A­10; 
Temple, Dayton strong again 


News


UM student to twirl at Macy's 
Local charities need help more than ever 
Mass. Ave goes pedestrian­friendly  
Gossip site banned at Tenn. State 


Arts & Living


Potential beneath the 'Furr' 
Facts and fables for fueling your libido 
UStyle at UMass: Fashion on campus 
Ask Gwen: Your Advice Authority 


Editorial / Opinion


Giving real thanks for Thanksgiving 
After turkey, drive safe 
The textbook­industrial complex  


Sports


Hockey: UMass can't hold lead, tumbles 
in OT 
Basketball: Starting from scratch 
Basketball: Minutewomen rely on youth 
CAA Football: Dukes Number 1 


POLL 


What is the best part about Thanksgiving?


 Pumpkin Pie 


 A Tryptophan Coma 


 A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving 


 Mashed Potatoes 


View Results 


24 Hour News


 


 


nmlkj


nmlkj


nmlkj


nmlkj


Submit Vote


 


INTERACT 


Login


Email Edition


About Us


Forums


Podcasts


Syndication


Letter to the Editor


Classifieds


Ad Rates


Archives


Search


SPECIAL ISSUES 


The Minute 2008 Online


The Score 2007 Online


UMass YakBack


BLOGS 


News Blog


Sports Blog


Arts & Living Blog


Ed­Op Blog 


LINKS 


UMass Amherst


Amherst Wire


CampusLIVE


College Publisher


PRINT PDF 


 


COLLEGIAN PARTNERS 


Student Checking Account


Writing Coach


Debt Consolidation


Reverse Phone Search


Payday Loan


Moving Companies


Search Web
 2008 Woodie Awards Jobs Top College News


 


Front Page 


© The Daily Collegian 


Powered by College Publisher 


College Publisher powered by   and 








 


Home > News 


Pulitzer prize­winning poet to visit Smith 


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/1/08 Section: News


Pulitzer Prize­winning poet Mark Strand will visit Smith College Tuesday Dec. 2, for a 
reading in Stoddard Auditorium at 7:30 p.m.


Strand is a former U.S. Poet Laureate to the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C. A poet 
laureate is a poet appointed by a government and often asked to write poems for 
government events.


He has written 11 books of poems, including "Blizzard of One," which won the Pulitzer Prize 
for poetry in 1999. 


Strand has also written a collection of short stories, several volumes of translations, 
anthologies, three children's books and several monographs on contemporary artists. In 
addition, Strand has published articles and essays on painting and photography, and 
written several books on painting.


His poems are known for their clarity and deeply inward sense of language, and he has 
been described as existential, playful and mysterious­a poet of simple words and 
sentences that culminate in powerful universal experiences.


Strand has been the recipient of many distinguished honors, including a fellowship from the 
MacArthur Foundation in 1987, a Guggenheim fellowship in 1975 and the Edgar Allan Poe 
Award from the Academy of American Poets in 1974, for "The Story of Our Lives." 


Strand is a former chancellor of The Academy of American Poets and teaches English and 
comparative literature at Columbia University.


The reading will be followed by a book sale and signing. The reading is free and open to the 
public.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com
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Pulitzer prize­winning poet to visit Smith 


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/1/08 Section: News


Pulitzer Prize­winning poet Mark Strand will visit Smith College Tuesday Dec. 2, for a 
reading in Stoddard Auditorium at 7:30 p.m.


Strand is a former U.S. Poet Laureate to the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C. A poet 
laureate is a poet appointed by a government and often asked to write poems for 
government events.


He has written 11 books of poems, including "Blizzard of One," which won the Pulitzer Prize 
for poetry in 1999. 


Strand has also written a collection of short stories, several volumes of translations, 
anthologies, three children's books and several monographs on contemporary artists. In 
addition, Strand has published articles and essays on painting and photography, and 
written several books on painting.


His poems are known for their clarity and deeply inward sense of language, and he has 
been described as existential, playful and mysterious­a poet of simple words and 
sentences that culminate in powerful universal experiences.


Strand has been the recipient of many distinguished honors, including a fellowship from the 
MacArthur Foundation in 1987, a Guggenheim fellowship in 1975 and the Edgar Allan Poe 
Award from the Academy of American Poets in 1974, for "The Story of Our Lives." 


Strand is a former chancellor of The Academy of American Poets and teaches English and 
comparative literature at Columbia University.


The reading will be followed by a book sale and signing. The reading is free and open to the 
public.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com
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UM professor honored


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/1/08 Section: News


University of Massachusetts professor and chair of the department of teacher education and 
curriculum studies, Jerri Willett, was recently honored as one of six recipients of the 2008 
President's Public Service Awards.


At a luncheon in Boston on Nov. 19, University President Jack M. Wilson announced the 
winners, including Willett, who was recognized for her leadership in Access through Critical 
Content and English Language Acquisition Alliance, a collaboration that supports and 
improves the education of second language learners in Springfield, Holyoke and Amherst 
school districts.


"The program provides professional development for teachers, as well as school district 
administrators, UMass faculty and future teacher educators," according to a statement from 
the President's office. "Professor Willett spends countless hours in the local schools, 
working with teachers in Holyoke and Springfield."


The service awards are presented each year to faculty members from the Amherst, Boston, 
Dartmouth, Lowell and Worcester campuses, who have been nominated by the chancellors 
in each of their respective campuses for "providing exemplary service to the 
Commonwealth," according to a statement.  


The other recipients of the award include: Taylor Stoehr, professor of literature in the 
College of Liberal Arts at UMass Boston; Susan Krumholz, director of crime and justice 
Studies in the College of Liberal Arts at UMass Dartmouth; Regina Panasuk, professor of 
curriculum and instruction in the Graduate School of Education at UMass Lowell; Deborah 
Harmon Hines, professor of cell biology at UMass Medical School; and Jean King, 
professor of psychiatry in the department of neuroscience at UMass Medical School.


"Though the scholarly pursuits of these six professors vary greatly, they have one thing in 
common: they are committed to exemplary public service, both in their professions and in 
their communities," said UMass President Jack M. Wilson at the ceremony. "Their 
accomplishments shed light on the significant contributions of all of the faculty members at 
the University of Massachusetts who undertake public service, part of the mission of a 
public research university."  
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UM professor honored


Matt Rocheleau, Collegian Staff
Issue date: 12/1/08 Section: News


University of Massachusetts professor and chair of the department of teacher education and 
curriculum studies, Jerri Willett, was recently honored as one of six recipients of the 2008 
President's Public Service Awards.


At a luncheon in Boston on Nov. 19, University President Jack M. Wilson announced the 
winners, including Willett, who was recognized for her leadership in Access through Critical 
Content and English Language Acquisition Alliance, a collaboration that supports and 
improves the education of second language learners in Springfield, Holyoke and Amherst 
school districts.


"The program provides professional development for teachers, as well as school district 
administrators, UMass faculty and future teacher educators," according to a statement from 
the President's office. "Professor Willett spends countless hours in the local schools, 
working with teachers in Holyoke and Springfield."


The service awards are presented each year to faculty members from the Amherst, Boston, 
Dartmouth, Lowell and Worcester campuses, who have been nominated by the chancellors 
in each of their respective campuses for "providing exemplary service to the 
Commonwealth," according to a statement.  


The other recipients of the award include: Taylor Stoehr, professor of literature in the 
College of Liberal Arts at UMass Boston; Susan Krumholz, director of crime and justice 
Studies in the College of Liberal Arts at UMass Dartmouth; Regina Panasuk, professor of 
curriculum and instruction in the Graduate School of Education at UMass Lowell; Deborah 
Harmon Hines, professor of cell biology at UMass Medical School; and Jean King, 
professor of psychiatry in the department of neuroscience at UMass Medical School.


"Though the scholarly pursuits of these six professors vary greatly, they have one thing in 
common: they are committed to exemplary public service, both in their professions and in 
their communities," said UMass President Jack M. Wilson at the ceremony. "Their 
accomplishments shed light on the significant contributions of all of the faculty members at 
the University of Massachusetts who undertake public service, part of the mission of a 
public research university."  
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UMass announces major breach in data security
By: Matt Rocheleau


Published: September 07, 2009 


A University of Massachusetts computer server containing thousands of alumni names, Social Security 


numbers and “very limited amounts” of credit card information was hacked into last September, 


University officials announced on August 5; however, there is no evidence, and the University believes it 


is unlikely that, the personal information was stolen.


The server – which is used by the Career Services department and contains data from students attending


UMass between 1982 and 2002, and a few others who attended before 1982 – was illegally accessed 


through a malware program installed by an unknown individual, or individuals, over a 42­day period 


from September 15 through October 27, 2008. According a University statement, the system was most 


vulnerable during the intrusion’s first two days. 


A sole police report of the incident was filed May 7 with the UMass Police Department by two 


University employees who suspected Chinese nationals were responsible for the intrusion.


The police report states that Jeffrey Silver, director of Career 


Services, and Duane Stinchfield, the department’s assistant 


director and systems administrator, “were sent to the police 


department by their supervisor to report the matter … They 


added that the report of the computer hacking was old, and 


that they suspected Chinese nationals of conducting the 


attack.” 


Both Silver and Stinchfield directed questions to the 


University’s media relations office. 


“That was a really early theory and, to some degree, speculation,” said campus spokesman Ed 


Blaguszewski. “No one really knows [who was responsible for the intrusion]. We may never know.” 


The officer who filed the report was not able to be reached for comment in time for publication, and 


UMPD Deputy Chief Patrick Archbald said he did not know enough about the incident to expand on 


UMass’ suspicion that Chinese nationals may have been responsible.  


The University did not announce the intrusion had occurred until last month when state law required the 


school to do so; however, the Office of Information Technology (OIT) had learned of it last fall and 


reviewed the case until May, before turning over a more detailed analysis to Stroz Friedberg, LLC, an 


independent computer forensics company.


Campus spokesman Patrick Callahan said the illegal intrusion was not made public at any point in the 10 


months prior to August 5 because of security concerns. Also, officials had not confirmed whether or not


the server contained any sensitive data required to send a legal notification until the forensics company’s 


analysis, which cost UMass around $49,000, was complete in mid­July.


“It takes a while to understand the breadth of the something like this,” Blaguszewski said. “I think the 


people involved in reviewing the case realized the seriousness of the matter in a progressive fashion.” 


OIT had found the intrusion to be “potentially broad in scope” when its evaluation was complete, which 


caused the University to hire the computer forensics company.


Between mid­July and the recent announcement, the University was in contact with the state Attorney 


General Martha Coakley’s office to determine how to appropriately broadcast the incident. 


“All of this is done in compliance with the law, [Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 93H],” Callahan 


said. “There has been back and forth [with the attorney general’s office] on the appropriate and legal 


way to inform the public.” 


Callahan said the breach affected both undergraduate and graduate student data, but both spokesmen 


declined to disclose the number of students whose data might have been compromised. Between 1982 


and 2002 Callahan said it was a “large number” of students whose name and social security numbers 


were on the server, and prior to 1982, a “small number.” 


However, a copy of a more­detailed legal notice sent from UMass to the state director of Consumer 


Affairs and Business Regulations said “thousands” of students are believed to have been at risk, but 


UMass was unable to determine “with any certainty” the exact number affected. 


Though University officials declined to disclose which department used the breached server and how 


many computers were connected to the server, the more­detailed notice forwarded by state consumer 


affairs spokesman Alex Faust specified the server belonged to the Career Services office. Career 


Services is located in 511 Goodell Hall; however, that location was not specified in the notice.


Blaguszewski declined to confirm or comment on the notification sent from UMass to the state 


consumer affairs office. He said under state law the University is restricted in disclosing or commenting 


on certain information about such a security breach.


Archbald said UMass police are, “not doing anything further to investigate,” the incident because such an


investigation would require computer forensics staff and resources that are not available to UMPD.


Based on their analysis, the computer forensics company, “concluded that the intruders’ attack was not 


specifically designed to look for personally identifiable information,” said OIT’s chief information officer


John F. Dubach, in a University statement announcing the intrusion.


“Records do not show large amounts of data being extracted from the server, but that the potential for a 


loss of data did exist for a short period of time,” continued the statement. 


When contacted for further details on the incident, Dubach referred questions to the University’s media 


relations office.


Stroz Friedberg’s spokesman John Genova said he could not comment on the matter because the 


company’s policy states that client information is confidential. 


Amie Breton, a spokeswoman from Martha Coakley’s office, said the attorney general had received 


notification of the University’s compliance with state law, but said the office had no further comment 


and declined to answer additional questions. Breton declined to give a reason why the office would to 


speak further on the matter.


According to Massachusetts law, the State Treasurer’s office is also notified of such an electronic 


intrusion since credit card data was involved. Media relations contacts there were reached but declined 


to commented on the incident at UMass.


According to the statements on the intrusion, the computer forensics company’s recommended 


improvements include better security training for system administrators, automated software to detect 


malicious activity, increasing efforts to identify all computers that contain personal information, 


reconfiguring the University’s firewall and retaining network data for longer periods to better assess 


incidents.


A number of these steps have already been taken, said Callahan, though he did not know which ones or 


how many.


“Obviously all of them will be taken at some point,” he said. 


Blaguszewski added that the University is “drawing lessons” from the hacking. 


The most recent police report was not the first time the University has informed UMPD of a computer 


intrusion, said Archbald; however, he did not know of any such reports filed with UMass police since 


the one submitted in May.


In April 2008, University Health Services’ (UHS) computers were also hacked causing the campus to 


shut down the 120 of the department’s 150 computers. About 40 workstations across campus were 


affected in the viral attack, which OIT said may have been caused by a hacker or hackers wanting to 


use the computers to illegally download movies or music.


“This sort of thing is an ongoing battle between the hackers and the IT people,” said Callahan. 


However, there is no belief that the intrusions in April and September 2008 were related, he said, and the 


motivation of the attacks in last fall is unknown.


“Protecting the privacy of our students, alumni and all members of the campus community is one of our 


fundamental responsibilities,” said Dubach. “We regret that this incident occurred, and we are taking 


steps to reduce the University’s vulnerability to future attacks.” 


As required by law, a copy of a legal ad was placed in newspapers in Springfield, Worcester and Boston 


to announce the intrusion.


The University also set up a Web page, www.umass.edu/computerintrusion, for anyone with further 


questions about the matter, as well as setting up a special telephone help line, (413) 545­8376 which can 


be called from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Questions can also be e­mailed to computerintrusion@umass.edu.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


MORE ON THIS STORY  


¡ Read the police report 
from May, 2009.  


¡ Read the report 
submitted to Consumer 
Affairs. 
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A University of Massachusetts computer server containing thousands of alumni names, Social Security 


numbers and “very limited amounts” of credit card information was hacked into last September, 


University officials announced on August 5; however, there is no evidence, and the University believes it 


is unlikely that, the personal information was stolen.


The server – which is used by the Career Services department and contains data from students attending


UMass between 1982 and 2002, and a few others who attended before 1982 – was illegally accessed 


through a malware program installed by an unknown individual, or individuals, over a 42­day period 


from September 15 through October 27, 2008. According a University statement, the system was most 


vulnerable during the intrusion’s first two days. 


A sole police report of the incident was filed May 7 with the UMass Police Department by two 


University employees who suspected Chinese nationals were responsible for the intrusion.


The police report states that Jeffrey Silver, director of Career 


Services, and Duane Stinchfield, the department’s assistant 


director and systems administrator, “were sent to the police 


department by their supervisor to report the matter … They 


added that the report of the computer hacking was old, and 


that they suspected Chinese nationals of conducting the 


attack.” 


Both Silver and Stinchfield directed questions to the 


University’s media relations office. 


“That was a really early theory and, to some degree, speculation,” said campus spokesman Ed 


Blaguszewski. “No one really knows [who was responsible for the intrusion]. We may never know.” 


The officer who filed the report was not able to be reached for comment in time for publication, and 


UMPD Deputy Chief Patrick Archbald said he did not know enough about the incident to expand on 


UMass’ suspicion that Chinese nationals may have been responsible.  


The University did not announce the intrusion had occurred until last month when state law required the 


school to do so; however, the Office of Information Technology (OIT) had learned of it last fall and 


reviewed the case until May, before turning over a more detailed analysis to Stroz Friedberg, LLC, an 


independent computer forensics company.


Campus spokesman Patrick Callahan said the illegal intrusion was not made public at any point in the 10 


months prior to August 5 because of security concerns. Also, officials had not confirmed whether or not


the server contained any sensitive data required to send a legal notification until the forensics company’s 


analysis, which cost UMass around $49,000, was complete in mid­July.


“It takes a while to understand the breadth of the something like this,” Blaguszewski said. “I think the 


people involved in reviewing the case realized the seriousness of the matter in a progressive fashion.” 


OIT had found the intrusion to be “potentially broad in scope” when its evaluation was complete, which 


caused the University to hire the computer forensics company.


Between mid­July and the recent announcement, the University was in contact with the state Attorney 


General Martha Coakley’s office to determine how to appropriately broadcast the incident. 


“All of this is done in compliance with the law, [Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 93H],” Callahan 


said. “There has been back and forth [with the attorney general’s office] on the appropriate and legal 


way to inform the public.” 


Callahan said the breach affected both undergraduate and graduate student data, but both spokesmen 


declined to disclose the number of students whose data might have been compromised. Between 1982 


and 2002 Callahan said it was a “large number” of students whose name and social security numbers 


were on the server, and prior to 1982, a “small number.” 


However, a copy of a more­detailed legal notice sent from UMass to the state director of Consumer 


Affairs and Business Regulations said “thousands” of students are believed to have been at risk, but 


UMass was unable to determine “with any certainty” the exact number affected. 


Though University officials declined to disclose which department used the breached server and how 


many computers were connected to the server, the more­detailed notice forwarded by state consumer 


affairs spokesman Alex Faust specified the server belonged to the Career Services office. Career 


Services is located in 511 Goodell Hall; however, that location was not specified in the notice.


Blaguszewski declined to confirm or comment on the notification sent from UMass to the state 


consumer affairs office. He said under state law the University is restricted in disclosing or commenting 


on certain information about such a security breach.


Archbald said UMass police are, “not doing anything further to investigate,” the incident because such an


investigation would require computer forensics staff and resources that are not available to UMPD.


Based on their analysis, the computer forensics company, “concluded that the intruders’ attack was not 


specifically designed to look for personally identifiable information,” said OIT’s chief information officer


John F. Dubach, in a University statement announcing the intrusion.


“Records do not show large amounts of data being extracted from the server, but that the potential for a 


loss of data did exist for a short period of time,” continued the statement. 


When contacted for further details on the incident, Dubach referred questions to the University’s media 


relations office.


Stroz Friedberg’s spokesman John Genova said he could not comment on the matter because the 


company’s policy states that client information is confidential. 


Amie Breton, a spokeswoman from Martha Coakley’s office, said the attorney general had received 


notification of the University’s compliance with state law, but said the office had no further comment 


and declined to answer additional questions. Breton declined to give a reason why the office would to 


speak further on the matter.


According to Massachusetts law, the State Treasurer’s office is also notified of such an electronic 


intrusion since credit card data was involved. Media relations contacts there were reached but declined 


to commented on the incident at UMass.


According to the statements on the intrusion, the computer forensics company’s recommended 


improvements include better security training for system administrators, automated software to detect 


malicious activity, increasing efforts to identify all computers that contain personal information, 


reconfiguring the University’s firewall and retaining network data for longer periods to better assess 


incidents.


A number of these steps have already been taken, said Callahan, though he did not know which ones or 


how many.


“Obviously all of them will be taken at some point,” he said. 


Blaguszewski added that the University is “drawing lessons” from the hacking. 


The most recent police report was not the first time the University has informed UMPD of a computer 


intrusion, said Archbald; however, he did not know of any such reports filed with UMass police since 


the one submitted in May.


In April 2008, University Health Services’ (UHS) computers were also hacked causing the campus to 


shut down the 120 of the department’s 150 computers. About 40 workstations across campus were 


affected in the viral attack, which OIT said may have been caused by a hacker or hackers wanting to 


use the computers to illegally download movies or music.


“This sort of thing is an ongoing battle between the hackers and the IT people,” said Callahan. 


However, there is no belief that the intrusions in April and September 2008 were related, he said, and the 


motivation of the attacks in last fall is unknown.


“Protecting the privacy of our students, alumni and all members of the campus community is one of our 


fundamental responsibilities,” said Dubach. “We regret that this incident occurred, and we are taking 


steps to reduce the University’s vulnerability to future attacks.” 


As required by law, a copy of a legal ad was placed in newspapers in Springfield, Worcester and Boston 


to announce the intrusion.


The University also set up a Web page, www.umass.edu/computerintrusion, for anyone with further 


questions about the matter, as well as setting up a special telephone help line, (413) 545­8376 which can 


be called from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Questions can also be e­mailed to computerintrusion@umass.edu.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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UMass announces major breach in data security
By: Matt Rocheleau


Published: September 07, 2009 


A University of Massachusetts computer server containing thousands of alumni names, Social Security 


numbers and “very limited amounts” of credit card information was hacked into last September, 


University officials announced on August 5; however, there is no evidence, and the University believes it 


is unlikely that, the personal information was stolen.


The server – which is used by the Career Services department and contains data from students attending


UMass between 1982 and 2002, and a few others who attended before 1982 – was illegally accessed 


through a malware program installed by an unknown individual, or individuals, over a 42­day period 


from September 15 through October 27, 2008. According a University statement, the system was most 


vulnerable during the intrusion’s first two days. 


A sole police report of the incident was filed May 7 with the UMass Police Department by two 


University employees who suspected Chinese nationals were responsible for the intrusion.


The police report states that Jeffrey Silver, director of Career 


Services, and Duane Stinchfield, the department’s assistant 


director and systems administrator, “were sent to the police 


department by their supervisor to report the matter … They 


added that the report of the computer hacking was old, and 


that they suspected Chinese nationals of conducting the 


attack.” 


Both Silver and Stinchfield directed questions to the 


University’s media relations office. 


“That was a really early theory and, to some degree, speculation,” said campus spokesman Ed 


Blaguszewski. “No one really knows [who was responsible for the intrusion]. We may never know.” 


The officer who filed the report was not able to be reached for comment in time for publication, and 


UMPD Deputy Chief Patrick Archbald said he did not know enough about the incident to expand on 


UMass’ suspicion that Chinese nationals may have been responsible.  


The University did not announce the intrusion had occurred until last month when state law required the 


school to do so; however, the Office of Information Technology (OIT) had learned of it last fall and 


reviewed the case until May, before turning over a more detailed analysis to Stroz Friedberg, LLC, an 


independent computer forensics company.


Campus spokesman Patrick Callahan said the illegal intrusion was not made public at any point in the 10 


months prior to August 5 because of security concerns. Also, officials had not confirmed whether or not


the server contained any sensitive data required to send a legal notification until the forensics company’s 


analysis, which cost UMass around $49,000, was complete in mid­July.


“It takes a while to understand the breadth of the something like this,” Blaguszewski said. “I think the 


people involved in reviewing the case realized the seriousness of the matter in a progressive fashion.” 


OIT had found the intrusion to be “potentially broad in scope” when its evaluation was complete, which 


caused the University to hire the computer forensics company.


Between mid­July and the recent announcement, the University was in contact with the state Attorney 


General Martha Coakley’s office to determine how to appropriately broadcast the incident. 


“All of this is done in compliance with the law, [Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 93H],” Callahan 


said. “There has been back and forth [with the attorney general’s office] on the appropriate and legal 


way to inform the public.” 


Callahan said the breach affected both undergraduate and graduate student data, but both spokesmen 


declined to disclose the number of students whose data might have been compromised. Between 1982 


and 2002 Callahan said it was a “large number” of students whose name and social security numbers 


were on the server, and prior to 1982, a “small number.” 


However, a copy of a more­detailed legal notice sent from UMass to the state director of Consumer 


Affairs and Business Regulations said “thousands” of students are believed to have been at risk, but 


UMass was unable to determine “with any certainty” the exact number affected. 


Though University officials declined to disclose which department used the breached server and how 


many computers were connected to the server, the more­detailed notice forwarded by state consumer 


affairs spokesman Alex Faust specified the server belonged to the Career Services office. Career 


Services is located in 511 Goodell Hall; however, that location was not specified in the notice.


Blaguszewski declined to confirm or comment on the notification sent from UMass to the state 


consumer affairs office. He said under state law the University is restricted in disclosing or commenting 


on certain information about such a security breach.


Archbald said UMass police are, “not doing anything further to investigate,” the incident because such an


investigation would require computer forensics staff and resources that are not available to UMPD.


Based on their analysis, the computer forensics company, “concluded that the intruders’ attack was not 


specifically designed to look for personally identifiable information,” said OIT’s chief information officer


John F. Dubach, in a University statement announcing the intrusion.


“Records do not show large amounts of data being extracted from the server, but that the potential for a 


loss of data did exist for a short period of time,” continued the statement. 


When contacted for further details on the incident, Dubach referred questions to the University’s media 


relations office.


Stroz Friedberg’s spokesman John Genova said he could not comment on the matter because the 


company’s policy states that client information is confidential. 


Amie Breton, a spokeswoman from Martha Coakley’s office, said the attorney general had received 


notification of the University’s compliance with state law, but said the office had no further comment 


and declined to answer additional questions. Breton declined to give a reason why the office would to 


speak further on the matter.


According to Massachusetts law, the State Treasurer’s office is also notified of such an electronic 


intrusion since credit card data was involved. Media relations contacts there were reached but declined 


to commented on the incident at UMass.


According to the statements on the intrusion, the computer forensics company’s recommended 


improvements include better security training for system administrators, automated software to detect 


malicious activity, increasing efforts to identify all computers that contain personal information, 


reconfiguring the University’s firewall and retaining network data for longer periods to better assess 


incidents.


A number of these steps have already been taken, said Callahan, though he did not know which ones or 


how many.


“Obviously all of them will be taken at some point,” he said. 


Blaguszewski added that the University is “drawing lessons” from the hacking. 


The most recent police report was not the first time the University has informed UMPD of a computer 


intrusion, said Archbald; however, he did not know of any such reports filed with UMass police since 


the one submitted in May.


In April 2008, University Health Services’ (UHS) computers were also hacked causing the campus to 


shut down the 120 of the department’s 150 computers. About 40 workstations across campus were 


affected in the viral attack, which OIT said may have been caused by a hacker or hackers wanting to 


use the computers to illegally download movies or music.


“This sort of thing is an ongoing battle between the hackers and the IT people,” said Callahan. 


However, there is no belief that the intrusions in April and September 2008 were related, he said, and the 


motivation of the attacks in last fall is unknown.


“Protecting the privacy of our students, alumni and all members of the campus community is one of our 


fundamental responsibilities,” said Dubach. “We regret that this incident occurred, and we are taking 


steps to reduce the University’s vulnerability to future attacks.” 


As required by law, a copy of a legal ad was placed in newspapers in Springfield, Worcester and Boston 


to announce the intrusion.


The University also set up a Web page, www.umass.edu/computerintrusion, for anyone with further 


questions about the matter, as well as setting up a special telephone help line, (413) 545­8376 which can 


be called from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Questions can also be e­mailed to computerintrusion@umass.edu.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


MORE ON THIS STORY  


¡ Read the police report 
from May, 2009.  


¡ Read the report 
submitted to Consumer 
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Missing child found on University Drive
By: Matt Rocheleau


Published: September 15, 2009 


A 6­year­old girl found wandering along University Drive near Big Y Supermarket on Sunday morning 


has been returned to her parents by the Massachusetts Department of Social Services, according to 


Amherst Police.


Town police received multiple phone calls from drivers concerned for the safety of the young girl who 


was reported to be walking in traffic, and officials responded at around 9 a.m., said Sergeant Michael D.


Sullivan.


The girl was taken into custody after being checked by emergency medical technicians, found to be 


unharmed, and held until Sunday evening when her parents were located.


Prior to locating the girl’s parents, police speculated they may be homeless, a claim which turned out to 


be false, Sullivan said.


Charges will not be filed by the police department, he said, and it remains unclear if charges will be filed 


by social services.


He added that, as of Sunday evening, police did not want to disclose further details about the incident 


because of the girl’s age. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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Missing child found on University Drive
By: Matt Rocheleau


Published: September 15, 2009 


A 6­year­old girl found wandering along University Drive near Big Y Supermarket on Sunday morning 


has been returned to her parents by the Massachusetts Department of Social Services, according to 


Amherst Police.


Town police received multiple phone calls from drivers concerned for the safety of the young girl who 


was reported to be walking in traffic, and officials responded at around 9 a.m., said Sergeant Michael D.


Sullivan.


The girl was taken into custody after being checked by emergency medical technicians, found to be 


unharmed, and held until Sunday evening when her parents were located.


Prior to locating the girl’s parents, police speculated they may be homeless, a claim which turned out to 


be false, Sullivan said.


Charges will not be filed by the police department, he said, and it remains unclear if charges will be filed 


by social services.


He added that, as of Sunday evening, police did not want to disclose further details about the incident 


because of the girl’s age. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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Sunwheel tells of the coming of autumnal equinox
By: Matt Rocheleau


Published: September 22, 2009 


Most college students rely on cell phones, watches, laptops 


or even wall calendars to keep track of the changing days 


and seasons, but one University of Massachusetts 


professor is inviting students and others from the local 


community to learn about one of humankind’s oldest time­


telling devices – the sunwheel. 


Judith Young, a UMass astronomy professor, will hold the 


final of four informational viewings of the autumnal 


equinox at sunset today at 6 p.m. Previous gatherings were 


held at sunrise and sunset beginning on Tuesday.


The sunwheel may pale in comparison to the interactivity 


offered today by such programs as Google Calendar, but 


sunwheels have been a valuable resource for cultures 


dating back to 4,800 B.C. One of the most well­known 


examples is Stonehenge in England.


The University has hosted such gatherings for 12 years, and will celebrate 2009 as the International Year


of Astronomy, according to the official website for the UMass Sunwheel, www.umass.edu/sunwheel.


A sunwheel is an outdoor stone circle. The standing stones line up with the locations on the horizon of 


the rising and setting sun at the times of the solstices and equinoxes.


For participants interested in learning about the sky, Young will discuss the significance of the equinoxes


and solstices, the cause of the seasons and phases of the moon, and the story behind building the 130­


foot diameter UMass Sunwheel, said a press release for the eventShe will also discuss other calendar 


sites around the world, including the ancient astronomical observatories at Stonehenge and Callanish in 


Scotland. In addition, there will be an explanation of the moon’s 18.6­year cycle, also called the major 


lunar standstill, the release said.


“Bring your questions, your curiosity, and be prepared for cool temperatures when the sun is down,” 


added the release.


Wearing waterproof footwear and insect repellent is also suggested. Gathering will last for about one 


hour, and a $3 suggested donation will help with the cost of additional stonework and future programs 


planned for the UMass Sunwheel. T­shirts and sweatshirts will be available for purchase. In the event of 


rain, the gathering will be cancelled.


The UMass Sunwheel is part of The Sunwheel Project, which involved the construction of sunwheels 


around the world, starting at UMass in 1997.


Gatherings will also be held for the winter solstice on Dec. 21 and 22 at sunrise, or around 7 a.m., and 


sunset, around 3:30 p.m.


The UMass Sunwheel is located south of Alumni Stadium, just off Rocky Hill Road. It can be reached 


from the center of Amherst, following Amity Street to the west. After crossing University Drive at the 


light, continue on Rocky Hill Rd. for about 1/4 mile, and make your first right onto Stadium Drive.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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Sunwheel tells of the coming of autumnal equinox
By: Matt Rocheleau


Published: September 22, 2009 


Most college students rely on cell phones, watches, laptops 


or even wall calendars to keep track of the changing days 


and seasons, but one University of Massachusetts 


professor is inviting students and others from the local 


community to learn about one of humankind’s oldest time­


telling devices – the sunwheel. 


Judith Young, a UMass astronomy professor, will hold the 


final of four informational viewings of the autumnal 


equinox at sunset today at 6 p.m. Previous gatherings were 


held at sunrise and sunset beginning on Tuesday.


The sunwheel may pale in comparison to the interactivity 


offered today by such programs as Google Calendar, but 


sunwheels have been a valuable resource for cultures 


dating back to 4,800 B.C. One of the most well­known 


examples is Stonehenge in England.


The University has hosted such gatherings for 12 years, and will celebrate 2009 as the International Year


of Astronomy, according to the official website for the UMass Sunwheel, www.umass.edu/sunwheel.


A sunwheel is an outdoor stone circle. The standing stones line up with the locations on the horizon of 


the rising and setting sun at the times of the solstices and equinoxes.


For participants interested in learning about the sky, Young will discuss the significance of the equinoxes


and solstices, the cause of the seasons and phases of the moon, and the story behind building the 130­


foot diameter UMass Sunwheel, said a press release for the eventShe will also discuss other calendar 


sites around the world, including the ancient astronomical observatories at Stonehenge and Callanish in 


Scotland. In addition, there will be an explanation of the moon’s 18.6­year cycle, also called the major 


lunar standstill, the release said.


“Bring your questions, your curiosity, and be prepared for cool temperatures when the sun is down,” 


added the release.


Wearing waterproof footwear and insect repellent is also suggested. Gathering will last for about one 


hour, and a $3 suggested donation will help with the cost of additional stonework and future programs 


planned for the UMass Sunwheel. T­shirts and sweatshirts will be available for purchase. In the event of 


rain, the gathering will be cancelled.


The UMass Sunwheel is part of The Sunwheel Project, which involved the construction of sunwheels 


around the world, starting at UMass in 1997.


Gatherings will also be held for the winter solstice on Dec. 21 and 22 at sunrise, or around 7 a.m., and 


sunset, around 3:30 p.m.


The UMass Sunwheel is located south of Alumni Stadium, just off Rocky Hill Road. It can be reached 


from the center of Amherst, following Amity Street to the west. After crossing University Drive at the 


light, continue on Rocky Hill Rd. for about 1/4 mile, and make your first right onto Stadium Drive.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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Southern New England School of Law may donate 
assets to UMass Dartmouth and become the first 
public law school in Mass.
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  November 03, 2009 |  


The University of 


Massachusetts 


recently reentered 


discussions to add a 


public law school 


nearly four years 


after a similar 


proposal was 


approved by the 


Board of Trustees 


only to be rejected 


several months later 


by the state higher 


education board.


Trustees approved 


the addition of 


Southern New England School of Law (SNESL) to the UMass system in late 2004, a measure which 


would have removed Massachusetts from a list of six states in the country without a public law school. 


However, amid controversy, higher education officials voted against approving the plan the following 


spring.


Last month, the idea was revived when Dartmouth­based SNESL offered to discuss a potential donation 


of its assets to the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth.


Under the terms of the possible donation, expressed in an Oct. 5 letter from the law school’s Board of 


Trustees Chair Margaret D. Xifaras to University President Jack M. Wilson, UMass would receive a total


offer valued at $22.6 million between cash assets and the law school’s campus that now houses 235 


students, according to a statement from University officials.


Wilson said in the statement the University would launch a comprehensive review process of what he 


called “a very generous offer.” 


He said he has asked officials at UMass Dartmouth to review the relevant academic, financial and legal 


issues and to put forward a proposal based on SNESL’s donation letter. Wilson added that UMass 


system officials would then engage in an extensive due­diligence review process.


UMass Dartmouth Chancellor Jean F. MacCormack, who described the potential donation offer as 


“extraordinarily generous,” said in the statement, “We have a wonderful chance to expand higher 


education opportunity in Massachusetts by accepting this historic donation and building an innovative 


public law school that offers an excellent and affordable education for students.” 


According to the statement from University officials, Xifaras wrote in her letter, “Our aspiration and 


objective is to resource and empower the University to carry forward with our historic mission and 


commitment to provide affordable, accessible and excellent legal education to a diverse group of students


who might not otherwise have this opportunity.” 


When the proposal to add a public law school was last being considered several years ago, Suffolk 


University Law School and New England School of Law, two private law schools, were among the 


idea’s most­vocal opponents, and some accused members of the state Board of Higher Education – who 


voted 8 to 3 against adding a public law school – of conspiring with private law schools in 


Massachusetts to block the measure.


Under the terms of the proposal rejected in 2005, the University of Massachusetts School of Law – as it 


would have been called – would have been self­supporting, meaning that no state funds and no UMass 


revenue, with the exception of the funds generated by the law school itself, would have been used to 


support the law school’s operations. 


SNESL has state and regional accreditation, and the previous proposal said the school would have sought


national accreditation from the American Bar Association.


In 2004, the law school’s tuition was $19,000 a year and officials said that tuition level would not be 


lowered, had the measure been approved. SNESL students currently pay around $21,800 annually for 


tuition.


In the prior plan, Wilson had called for academic collaborations between the public law school and each 


of the University’s five campuses, including Amherst. 


Other states without public law schools include nearby Rhode Island, New Hampshire and Vermont, 


along with Delaware. Alaska has no private or public law schools.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


One Response to “Southern New England School of Law may donate assets to UMass Dartmouth 
and become the first public law school in Mass.” 


Ed says: 


November 3, 2009 at 10:35 am


The ONLY advantage of a public law school, like public colleges in general, is that the tuition 


is considerably lower than private schools. 


If the tuition is to remain the same, why exactly do we want a public law school, particularly a public law 


school that isn’t even ABA certified (read no out­of­state students because they can’t take their home 


state bar exams).


Why are we doing this? Let the place go bankrupt and buy it at the auction…. 
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Southern New England School of Law may donate 
assets to UMass Dartmouth and become the first 
public law school in Mass.
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  November 03, 2009 |  


The University of 


Massachusetts 


recently reentered 


discussions to add a 


public law school 


nearly four years 


after a similar 


proposal was 


approved by the 


Board of Trustees 


only to be rejected 


several months later 


by the state higher 


education board.


Trustees approved 


the addition of 


Southern New England School of Law (SNESL) to the UMass system in late 2004, a measure which 


would have removed Massachusetts from a list of six states in the country without a public law school. 


However, amid controversy, higher education officials voted against approving the plan the following 


spring.


Last month, the idea was revived when Dartmouth­based SNESL offered to discuss a potential donation 


of its assets to the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth.


Under the terms of the possible donation, expressed in an Oct. 5 letter from the law school’s Board of 


Trustees Chair Margaret D. Xifaras to University President Jack M. Wilson, UMass would receive a total


offer valued at $22.6 million between cash assets and the law school’s campus that now houses 235 


students, according to a statement from University officials.


Wilson said in the statement the University would launch a comprehensive review process of what he 


called “a very generous offer.” 


He said he has asked officials at UMass Dartmouth to review the relevant academic, financial and legal 


issues and to put forward a proposal based on SNESL’s donation letter. Wilson added that UMass 


system officials would then engage in an extensive due­diligence review process.


UMass Dartmouth Chancellor Jean F. MacCormack, who described the potential donation offer as 


“extraordinarily generous,” said in the statement, “We have a wonderful chance to expand higher 


education opportunity in Massachusetts by accepting this historic donation and building an innovative 


public law school that offers an excellent and affordable education for students.” 


According to the statement from University officials, Xifaras wrote in her letter, “Our aspiration and 


objective is to resource and empower the University to carry forward with our historic mission and 


commitment to provide affordable, accessible and excellent legal education to a diverse group of students


who might not otherwise have this opportunity.” 


When the proposal to add a public law school was last being considered several years ago, Suffolk 


University Law School and New England School of Law, two private law schools, were among the 


idea’s most­vocal opponents, and some accused members of the state Board of Higher Education – who 


voted 8 to 3 against adding a public law school – of conspiring with private law schools in 


Massachusetts to block the measure.


Under the terms of the proposal rejected in 2005, the University of Massachusetts School of Law – as it 


would have been called – would have been self­supporting, meaning that no state funds and no UMass 


revenue, with the exception of the funds generated by the law school itself, would have been used to 


support the law school’s operations. 


SNESL has state and regional accreditation, and the previous proposal said the school would have sought


national accreditation from the American Bar Association.


In 2004, the law school’s tuition was $19,000 a year and officials said that tuition level would not be 


lowered, had the measure been approved. SNESL students currently pay around $21,800 annually for 


tuition.


In the prior plan, Wilson had called for academic collaborations between the public law school and each 


of the University’s five campuses, including Amherst. 


Other states without public law schools include nearby Rhode Island, New Hampshire and Vermont, 


along with Delaware. Alaska has no private or public law schools.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


One Response to “Southern New England School of Law may donate assets to UMass Dartmouth 
and become the first public law school in Mass.” 


Ed says: 


November 3, 2009 at 10:35 am


The ONLY advantage of a public law school, like public colleges in general, is that the tuition 


is considerably lower than private schools. 


If the tuition is to remain the same, why exactly do we want a public law school, particularly a public law 


school that isn’t even ABA certified (read no out­of­state students because they can’t take their home 


state bar exams).


Why are we doing this? Let the place go bankrupt and buy it at the auction…. 
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Scott Brown elected Mass. senator
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  January 20, 2010 |  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Republican Sen. Scott Brown claimed a shocking come­from­behind win in Tuesday’s Massachusetts 


special election over Democratic candidate Martha Coakely, who most had believed until recently was a 


shoe­in for the U.S. Senate seat left vacant by the late Sen. Edward M. Kennedy.


The race began tightening in the final weeks of campaigning as surveys showed Brown had gained 


significant ground on the state’s attorney general, which put a national spotlight on the Jan. 19 election.


With Brown’s stunning upset in liberal Massachusetts, the Democrats’ 60­seat supermajority in the 


Senate is now gone, meaning Democrats can no longer block Republicans from filibustering 


Democratic­backed legislation, such as the heavily­debated health care proposal.


Sen. Kennedy had held the Massachusetts Senate seat for 46 years before he died at age 77 in August 


after a lengthy battle with brain cancer.


Brown nabbed 52 percent of the 2.2 million votes cast – Coakley had 47 percent – to become the first 


Republican to win a Massachusetts Senate seat since 1972. Before a roaring crowd, he expressed his 


gratitude to those who voted for him and honored former Sen. Kennedy during his victory speech.


“I will remember that while the honor is mine, this Senate seat belongs to no one person, no one political 


party,” he said, calling his new position, “the people’s seat.” 


“It was all of us against the machine. And tonight, we have shown everybody now that you are the 


machine,” he added. 


Coakley addressed and thanked her supporters in a speech after conceding the race last night when 


Brown’s victory had become apparent. 


“I wish we were here with other and better news here tonight, but we’re not,” she said. 


“I know we will get up tomorrow and continue this fight,” to advance on such issues as healthcare, she 


added later.


Despite snowy, slushy weather, voter turnout was strong across the Bay State, including in Amherst.


The town saw nearly 7,800 voters cast their choice for the seat, according to multiple media sources. 


Around 84 percent favored Coakley, 15 percent voted for Brown and 1 percent for independent 


candidate Joe Kennedy – no relation to the late Sen. Kennedy. 


At Precinct 3, the Immanuel Lutheran Church on North Pleasant Street, election constable Catherine 


Butterfield said polls there were busy throughout Tuesday and that student turnout was higher than 


would be expected for a state senate election.


Butterfield said there was confusion among many students on which precinct they were registered to 


vote in and if they were registered to vote in Amherst at all.


Though he won, Brown’s supporters were not easy to find at polls around Amherst, which has 


historically voted favorably for Democrats. Only one of nearly two dozen voters interviewed yesterday 


said they had voted for him.


Nineteen­year­old Rachel Foley, a freshman nursing major, voted for Brown because she wanted, “to 


see more of a balance,” by having a Republican win in the heavily Democratic Massachusetts, and 


because she “didn’t like Coakley’s negative ads.” 


Nearly every voter questioned at the Bang’s Community Center polling location yesterday evening said 


they were especially motivated to vote because of how close the race had become in the final weeks of 


campaigning and due to the potential impact the winner could have on major national issues such as 


healthcare.


“[Healthcare] doesn’t affect me personally all that much, but I just feel like something has to be done,” 


said Gabriel Gent, a 20­year­old junior and psychology major, who said he voted for Coakley.


Lieselle Trinidad, a graduate student studying mechanical engineering, and Megan Howe, who is working


towards a second bachelor’s degree in nursing, both 31, said they voted for Coakely because of her pro­


healthcare reform and pro­women’s rights stance. 


“I was at home, about to eat dinner, and I thought ‘there’s only one hour left to vote, but, OK, I have to 


do this.’ 


Collegian Staff writer Matthew M. Robare contributed to this report.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


Courtesy http://www.flickr.com/photos/dr_television/


One Response to “Scott Brown elected Mass. senator” 


Ed says: 


January 21, 2010 at 11:44 am


Back in the days before the mASSgop and the MACR destroyed the UMass Republican 


Club, there would have been 20­50 people with Brown signs all over everywhere and there wouldn’t 


have been any problem finding Brown supporters.


Scott Brown won IN SPITE OF the mASSgop and Jennifer Nasser, pushed out of the Governor’s race, 


he took the one that no one wanted and won it… 
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Republican Sen. Scott Brown claimed a shocking come­from­behind win in Tuesday’s Massachusetts 


special election over Democratic candidate Martha Coakely, who most had believed until recently was a 


shoe­in for the U.S. Senate seat left vacant by the late Sen. Edward M. Kennedy.


The race began tightening in the final weeks of campaigning as surveys showed Brown had gained 


significant ground on the state’s attorney general, which put a national spotlight on the Jan. 19 election.


With Brown’s stunning upset in liberal Massachusetts, the Democrats’ 60­seat supermajority in the 


Senate is now gone, meaning Democrats can no longer block Republicans from filibustering 


Democratic­backed legislation, such as the heavily­debated health care proposal.


Sen. Kennedy had held the Massachusetts Senate seat for 46 years before he died at age 77 in August 


after a lengthy battle with brain cancer.


Brown nabbed 52 percent of the 2.2 million votes cast – Coakley had 47 percent – to become the first 


Republican to win a Massachusetts Senate seat since 1972. Before a roaring crowd, he expressed his 


gratitude to those who voted for him and honored former Sen. Kennedy during his victory speech.


“I will remember that while the honor is mine, this Senate seat belongs to no one person, no one political 


party,” he said, calling his new position, “the people’s seat.” 


“It was all of us against the machine. And tonight, we have shown everybody now that you are the 


machine,” he added. 


Coakley addressed and thanked her supporters in a speech after conceding the race last night when 


Brown’s victory had become apparent. 


“I wish we were here with other and better news here tonight, but we’re not,” she said. 


“I know we will get up tomorrow and continue this fight,” to advance on such issues as healthcare, she 


added later.


Despite snowy, slushy weather, voter turnout was strong across the Bay State, including in Amherst.


The town saw nearly 7,800 voters cast their choice for the seat, according to multiple media sources. 


Around 84 percent favored Coakley, 15 percent voted for Brown and 1 percent for independent 


candidate Joe Kennedy – no relation to the late Sen. Kennedy. 


At Precinct 3, the Immanuel Lutheran Church on North Pleasant Street, election constable Catherine 


Butterfield said polls there were busy throughout Tuesday and that student turnout was higher than 


would be expected for a state senate election.


Butterfield said there was confusion among many students on which precinct they were registered to 


vote in and if they were registered to vote in Amherst at all.


Though he won, Brown’s supporters were not easy to find at polls around Amherst, which has 


historically voted favorably for Democrats. Only one of nearly two dozen voters interviewed yesterday 


said they had voted for him.


Nineteen­year­old Rachel Foley, a freshman nursing major, voted for Brown because she wanted, “to 


see more of a balance,” by having a Republican win in the heavily Democratic Massachusetts, and 


because she “didn’t like Coakley’s negative ads.” 


Nearly every voter questioned at the Bang’s Community Center polling location yesterday evening said 


they were especially motivated to vote because of how close the race had become in the final weeks of 


campaigning and due to the potential impact the winner could have on major national issues such as 


healthcare.


“[Healthcare] doesn’t affect me personally all that much, but I just feel like something has to be done,” 


said Gabriel Gent, a 20­year­old junior and psychology major, who said he voted for Coakley.


Lieselle Trinidad, a graduate student studying mechanical engineering, and Megan Howe, who is working


towards a second bachelor’s degree in nursing, both 31, said they voted for Coakely because of her pro­


healthcare reform and pro­women’s rights stance. 


“I was at home, about to eat dinner, and I thought ‘there’s only one hour left to vote, but, OK, I have to 


do this.’ 


Collegian Staff writer Matthew M. Robare contributed to this report.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


Courtesy http://www.flickr.com/photos/dr_television/


One Response to “Scott Brown elected Mass. senator” 


Ed says: 


January 21, 2010 at 11:44 am


Back in the days before the mASSgop and the MACR destroyed the UMass Republican 


Club, there would have been 20­50 people with Brown signs all over everywhere and there wouldn’t 


have been any problem finding Brown supporters.


Scott Brown won IN SPITE OF the mASSgop and Jennifer Nasser, pushed out of the Governor’s race, 


he took the one that no one wanted and won it… 
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Republican Sen. Scott Brown claimed a shocking come­from­behind win in Tuesday’s Massachusetts 


special election over Democratic candidate Martha Coakely, who most had believed until recently was a 


shoe­in for the U.S. Senate seat left vacant by the late Sen. Edward M. Kennedy.


The race began tightening in the final weeks of campaigning as surveys showed Brown had gained 


significant ground on the state’s attorney general, which put a national spotlight on the Jan. 19 election.


With Brown’s stunning upset in liberal Massachusetts, the Democrats’ 60­seat supermajority in the 


Senate is now gone, meaning Democrats can no longer block Republicans from filibustering 


Democratic­backed legislation, such as the heavily­debated health care proposal.


Sen. Kennedy had held the Massachusetts Senate seat for 46 years before he died at age 77 in August 


after a lengthy battle with brain cancer.


Brown nabbed 52 percent of the 2.2 million votes cast – Coakley had 47 percent – to become the first 


Republican to win a Massachusetts Senate seat since 1972. Before a roaring crowd, he expressed his 


gratitude to those who voted for him and honored former Sen. Kennedy during his victory speech.


“I will remember that while the honor is mine, this Senate seat belongs to no one person, no one political 


party,” he said, calling his new position, “the people’s seat.” 


“It was all of us against the machine. And tonight, we have shown everybody now that you are the 


machine,” he added. 


Coakley addressed and thanked her supporters in a speech after conceding the race last night when 


Brown’s victory had become apparent. 


“I wish we were here with other and better news here tonight, but we’re not,” she said. 


“I know we will get up tomorrow and continue this fight,” to advance on such issues as healthcare, she 


added later.


Despite snowy, slushy weather, voter turnout was strong across the Bay State, including in Amherst.


The town saw nearly 7,800 voters cast their choice for the seat, according to multiple media sources. 


Around 84 percent favored Coakley, 15 percent voted for Brown and 1 percent for independent 


candidate Joe Kennedy – no relation to the late Sen. Kennedy. 


At Precinct 3, the Immanuel Lutheran Church on North Pleasant Street, election constable Catherine 


Butterfield said polls there were busy throughout Tuesday and that student turnout was higher than 


would be expected for a state senate election.


Butterfield said there was confusion among many students on which precinct they were registered to 


vote in and if they were registered to vote in Amherst at all.


Though he won, Brown’s supporters were not easy to find at polls around Amherst, which has 


historically voted favorably for Democrats. Only one of nearly two dozen voters interviewed yesterday 


said they had voted for him.


Nineteen­year­old Rachel Foley, a freshman nursing major, voted for Brown because she wanted, “to 


see more of a balance,” by having a Republican win in the heavily Democratic Massachusetts, and 


because she “didn’t like Coakley’s negative ads.” 


Nearly every voter questioned at the Bang’s Community Center polling location yesterday evening said 


they were especially motivated to vote because of how close the race had become in the final weeks of 


campaigning and due to the potential impact the winner could have on major national issues such as 


healthcare.


“[Healthcare] doesn’t affect me personally all that much, but I just feel like something has to be done,” 


said Gabriel Gent, a 20­year­old junior and psychology major, who said he voted for Coakley.


Lieselle Trinidad, a graduate student studying mechanical engineering, and Megan Howe, who is working


towards a second bachelor’s degree in nursing, both 31, said they voted for Coakely because of her pro­


healthcare reform and pro­women’s rights stance. 


“I was at home, about to eat dinner, and I thought ‘there’s only one hour left to vote, but, OK, I have to 


do this.’ 


Collegian Staff writer Matthew M. Robare contributed to this report.
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Scott Brown won IN SPITE OF the mASSgop and Jennifer Nasser, pushed out of the Governor’s race, 


he took the one that no one wanted and won it… 
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Serious car crash sends four people to hospital
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  January 21, 2010 |  


A pickup truck and an SUV collided head­on in Amherst Monday night, sending four people to the 


hospital and causing extensive damage to both vehicles, according to police.


Three of the people involved who were riding together in the SUV are believed to be students at the 


University of Massachusetts, according to names provided by police that match the names of students 


enrolled at UMass; however that could not immediately be confirmed.


A Mitsubishi four­door driven by Brynne S. Goldberg, 22, of West Hartford, Conn., crossed the center 


line on North East Street to maneuver around a police cruiser that was parked at the side of the road 


where another vehicle had been pulled over, said Amherst Police Lt. Ronald A. Young.


While passing by the cruiser, Goldberg’s vehicle collided head­on with a Ford Ranger driven by James 


N. Broderick, 24, of Amherst, officials said.


Goldberg, Broderick and two passengers in Goldberg’s vehicle, Meredith Kirby, 21, of Lenox, Mass., 


and Alexandra Kelley, 20, of Milton, Mass., were all hospitalized as a result, police said.


Young referred questions regarding the extent of each person’s injuries and their current condition to 


hospital officials who could not immediately be reached for comment.


Police said Goldberg will likely be issued a citation for unsafe lane change.


A dog inside Broderick’s truck was not injured, officials said. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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Serious car crash sends four people to hospital
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  January 21, 2010 |  


A pickup truck and an SUV collided head­on in Amherst Monday night, sending four people to the 


hospital and causing extensive damage to both vehicles, according to police.


Three of the people involved who were riding together in the SUV are believed to be students at the 


University of Massachusetts, according to names provided by police that match the names of students 


enrolled at UMass; however that could not immediately be confirmed.


A Mitsubishi four­door driven by Brynne S. Goldberg, 22, of West Hartford, Conn., crossed the center 


line on North East Street to maneuver around a police cruiser that was parked at the side of the road 


where another vehicle had been pulled over, said Amherst Police Lt. Ronald A. Young.


While passing by the cruiser, Goldberg’s vehicle collided head­on with a Ford Ranger driven by James 


N. Broderick, 24, of Amherst, officials said.


Goldberg, Broderick and two passengers in Goldberg’s vehicle, Meredith Kirby, 21, of Lenox, Mass., 


and Alexandra Kelley, 20, of Milton, Mass., were all hospitalized as a result, police said.


Young referred questions regarding the extent of each person’s injuries and their current condition to 


hospital officials who could not immediately be reached for comment.


Police said Goldberg will likely be issued a citation for unsafe lane change.


A dog inside Broderick’s truck was not injured, officials said. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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Heavy rain causes flooding on campus
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  January 26, 2010 |  


View Rain in a larger map


Heavy rain and warm temperatures causing rapid snowmelt made for sloppy conditions across campus 


Monday.


Flash flooding in parking lots surrounding the Robsham Visitors Center formed a small lake by mid­


afternoon, flooding nearly a dozen vehicles including senior Adam Nadeau’s 2000 Nissan Altima. 


Nadeau tried to drive through a flooded entrance between lot 32 and a metered parking lot near the 


visitor’s center, but was not able to tell how deep the water was until he found his car submerged in 


around two and a half feet of water.


“I could tell there was water, but I couldn’t tell how much,” said the 24­year­old finance major, who 


was the only one in the car and made it out safely.


The National Weather Service issued a flash flood watch, which is in effect until 7 p.m. and a flood 


warning in effect until 7:30 p.m. There was also a wind advisory in effect until 6 p.m. Winds could gust 


up to 45 miles per hour.


The forecast in the area called for 1 to 3 inches of rain. And, with temperatures in the mid­ to high­50’s,


rapid snowmelt increased the chances for flooding.


A tow truck driver from Ernie’s Towing, which serves Northampton, Amherst and surrounding 


communities, said at least 10 vehicles had to be towed from the lots surrounding the visitor’s center. 


The driver, who asked that his name not be used, said he was also aware of severe flooding on streets in


downtown Northampton that caused cars to float into one another.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


Photos by David Brinch and Matt Rocheleau, Collegian staff
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Heavy rain causes flooding on campus
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  January 26, 2010 |  


View Rain in a larger map


Heavy rain and warm temperatures causing rapid snowmelt made for sloppy conditions across campus 


Monday.


Flash flooding in parking lots surrounding the Robsham Visitors Center formed a small lake by mid­


afternoon, flooding nearly a dozen vehicles including senior Adam Nadeau’s 2000 Nissan Altima. 


Nadeau tried to drive through a flooded entrance between lot 32 and a metered parking lot near the 


visitor’s center, but was not able to tell how deep the water was until he found his car submerged in 


around two and a half feet of water.


“I could tell there was water, but I couldn’t tell how much,” said the 24­year­old finance major, who 


was the only one in the car and made it out safely.


The National Weather Service issued a flash flood watch, which is in effect until 7 p.m. and a flood 


warning in effect until 7:30 p.m. There was also a wind advisory in effect until 6 p.m. Winds could gust 


up to 45 miles per hour.


The forecast in the area called for 1 to 3 inches of rain. And, with temperatures in the mid­ to high­50’s,


rapid snowmelt increased the chances for flooding.


A tow truck driver from Ernie’s Towing, which serves Northampton, Amherst and surrounding 


communities, said at least 10 vehicles had to be towed from the lots surrounding the visitor’s center. 


The driver, who asked that his name not be used, said he was also aware of severe flooding on streets in


downtown Northampton that caused cars to float into one another.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


Photos by David Brinch and Matt Rocheleau, Collegian staff
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Mass. native recounts Haiti aftermath, relief efforts
By: Matt Rocheleau and Alexandra Roche  |  January 31, 2010 |  


He heard initial reports that around 5,000 were 


dead in Port­au­Prince, Haiti, but within 


moments of driving into Haiti’s capital the next 


morning and seeing the aftermath firsthand, 


Peter Kapiloff knew those estimates were not 


even close.


Around 17 hours after the city was devastated 


by a magnitude­7 earthquake, thousands of 


bodies lay in the streets, roughly one­third of 


the city’s buildings were completely destroyed, 


panic had set in and “the city was completely 


lawless,” Kapiloff told members of the campus 


community during his visit to the University of 


Massachusetts on Friday evening.


On Jan. 29, UMass’ Student Alumni Association hosted guest lecturer Kapiloff, who came to share what


he witnessed on that day in Haiti.


When Kapiloff took to the podium in UMass’ Memorial Hall, he explained to the gathered crowd that he 


had gone to Haiti as a part of an organization he was involved in when he lived in Boston.


In his efforts to provide aid over the several days following the earthquake, the 27­year­old 


Williamstown, Mass., native said he constantly feared for his life as scarce food and water made riots 


and looting a frequent occurrence. He was nearly robbed at gun point, and aftershocks made search­


and­rescue efforts treacherous, he said. Kapiloff plans to return to Haiti next week with more supplies 


and money.


“Port­au­Prince had never seen anything like this before. The stuff I saw there I’ll never forget – the 


injuries, the smell, really everything,” he said. 


When the quake struck shortly before 5 p.m. on Jan. 12, Kapiloff was staying in Cap­Haïtien on Haiti’s 


northern coast approximately 80 miles from the capital, but he said he was supposed to be in Port­au­


Prince. Earlier that day, his flight to Port­au­Prince was cancelled because of heavy rains, and Kapiloff 


later saw that the house he would have been staying in had been reduced to a pile of rubble.


He said the earthquake could be felt in northern Haiti, but “no one in Cap­Haïtien thought anything of it.” 


In September 2009, Kapiloff said he left a well­paying finance job in Boston to do something “more 


meaningful.” 


He volunteered at the Hope for the Children of Haiti Orphanage (HFC) for two­and­a­half  months in 


Bolosse, located in Port­au­Prince. The program is funded by the U.S., and pays for the children to go to


school because many people in Haiti cannot afford to send their children to school on their own.


So, when Kapiloff arrived in Port­au­Prince, his main focus was ensuring the safety of the students he 


calls “my children.” And Kapiloff could not have been more thankful to learn all 56 of them were 


uninjured.


“I know that God put his hand on them,” he said. “They’re the lucky ones.” 


However, the facility the children live in was damaged, and concerns over the evacuated building’s 


stability forced students and HFC staff to live on an outdoor basketball court. When the director of the 


orphanage wanted to move the children back inside, other Haitians were furious. Some people came 


down and said if the children were sleeping in the building then they were too, so the director decided to 


keep the kids outside. That night, Kapiloff left the orphanage because he realized he needed to try to get 


more help for the kids.


“There’s going to be a lot of people living outside in Port­au­Prince for a long time,” Kapiloff said. 


Prior to the destruction, Haiti was the Western Hemisphere’s poorest nation. The earthquake killed an 


estimated 150,000 and put 1.5 million people – desperate for food, drinkable water and medical attention 


– out onto the streets that, according to Kapiloff, have little to no police presence. 


“People were getting aggressive taking what they wanted,” he said. 


While trying to bring food and clean water back to HFC, Kapiloff said a Haitian man put a revolver to his


stomach and told Kapiloff in Creole, “‘Don’t be foolish, friend. This [food and water] is for me.” 


Kapiloff said an elderly Haitian man then began screaming at the man with the gun, grabbed Kapiloff’s 


belongings and tossed them back to Kapiloff while telling him, “‘You’re a fool. What are you doing here?


There’s a reason no Americans are down here right now.’” 


With buildings collapsing around them as they dug, Kapiloff said he helped in search efforts, finding one 


person alive and several others dead. He also helped treat dozens of injured before HFC ran out of 


medical supplies.


The missionary that Kapiloff was residing in housed about 1,500 people. People were trapped inside 


many of the crumbling buildings. Kapiloff said he tried to get people to help him dig in search of 


survivors. Out of 1,500­2,000 people, only two or three would help him dig. Kapiloff added that Grace 


Children’s Hospital also collapsed, leaving no survivors. There were so many dead bodies in the road that


they needed mass graves to get rid of them all. The stench of the bodies filled the air. Trucks came to 


pick up the bodies and carry them to these graves.


Kapiloff said he stuck out there as an American, which made him a target to be robbed. So he decided 


his presence at HFC would do more harm than good.


Trying to find a way back to Massachusetts, he went to the city’s airport where U.S. military, doctors 


and journalists already arrived.


Kapiloff said he approached a well­known female journalist and told her about video footage he took 


while riding around Port­au­Prince the morning after the earthquake. He offered her the video, pictures 


and interviews with himself and people he knew in Port­au­Prince, in exchange for having her help get 


three doctors out to the children at HFC.


The journalist, who Kapiloff declined to name or disclose the publication she works for, offered him 


money instead, he said.


“I was so angry with her. I told her I don’t want money for the pictures, I want doctors,” he said. 


Despite such frustrations, Kapiloff said he is thankful and impressed by the amount of aid being delivered


by Americans.


“There are a lot of problems, a lot of problems in Port­au­Prince right now, but I think they’ve held up 


better than the U.S. military had expected,” he said. “One thing I’ll never forget is all night long, the 


Haitians were singing hymns. It amazed me how positive they could be in the situation they were in,” he 


added later.


One of the biggest problems Haiti faces now is an extreme shortage of medical supplies, Kapiloff said. 


There are only a few places where people can be treated, and due to the high numbers of people living 


with HIV/AIDS, gloves or any other supplies could not be reused. Eventually, the place where Kapiloff 


was helping ran out of supplies. Children were being treated first, and since there were not enough 


supplies to go around, many of the other injured people were given Tylenol and Advil for severe burns 


and breaks. The U.S. responded quickly to the earthquake, and soon enough they were controlling the 


operations at the airport. Kapiloff saw that the military was surprised when they arrived.


Kapiloff added that the airport was assisting people medically as well, but many Haitians either did not 


know about this or were not strong enough to make it to the airport for help.


Since returning several days ago, Kapiloff has been telling his tale and looking to find any support he can 


for the thousands left struggling to survive in Haiti.


“Even if I don’t raise a lot of money [on my own], there’s enough positive that can come from you 


hearing about it,” he told the crowd. 


He said he will leave again for Haiti this coming Friday, but does not know how long he will stay for.


“As long as those kids are on the street, we’ll get them inside. We’ll do whatever we have to do to get 


them inside,” said Kapiloff. 


Despite all the relief efforts, Kapiloff said that the children at the orphanage are still sleeping on the 


streets. The best thing that people outside of Haiti can do to help, according to Kapiloff, is to donate 


money for medical supplies, food and clean water.


Kapiloff concluded, “We need a lot of help. It’s not going to be a month or two, it’s not going to be a 


year or two, these people’s lives were destroyed by this earthquake, and rebuilding them is going to be a 


long, expensive and emotionally demanding process. I just want people to know what’s going on down 


there, and to keep them in your prayers.” 


Donations for the Hope for the Children of Haiti orphanage and school can be made online at 


www.hfchaiti.org. Donations to help relief efforts in Haiti can also be addressed to Kapiloff’s church, 


“Haiti Relief/PK,” Community Bible Church, 160 Bridges Rd., Williamstown, Mass., 01267. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. Alexandra Roche can be reached at 


aroche@student.umass.edu.


Enette Dumerin holds her twins, Carlebre Dumerin and Jeff Dumerin, 3, 


right, in a C­17 on route from Haiti to Orlando, Fla. on Jan. 17. (Erika 


Schultz/Seattle Times/MCT)
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Mass. native recounts Haiti aftermath, relief efforts
By: Matt Rocheleau and Alexandra Roche  |  January 31, 2010 |  


He heard initial reports that around 5,000 were 


dead in Port­au­Prince, Haiti, but within 


moments of driving into Haiti’s capital the next 


morning and seeing the aftermath firsthand, 


Peter Kapiloff knew those estimates were not 


even close.


Around 17 hours after the city was devastated 


by a magnitude­7 earthquake, thousands of 


bodies lay in the streets, roughly one­third of 


the city’s buildings were completely destroyed, 


panic had set in and “the city was completely 


lawless,” Kapiloff told members of the campus 


community during his visit to the University of 


Massachusetts on Friday evening.


On Jan. 29, UMass’ Student Alumni Association hosted guest lecturer Kapiloff, who came to share what


he witnessed on that day in Haiti.


When Kapiloff took to the podium in UMass’ Memorial Hall, he explained to the gathered crowd that he 


had gone to Haiti as a part of an organization he was involved in when he lived in Boston.


In his efforts to provide aid over the several days following the earthquake, the 27­year­old 


Williamstown, Mass., native said he constantly feared for his life as scarce food and water made riots 


and looting a frequent occurrence. He was nearly robbed at gun point, and aftershocks made search­


and­rescue efforts treacherous, he said. Kapiloff plans to return to Haiti next week with more supplies 


and money.


“Port­au­Prince had never seen anything like this before. The stuff I saw there I’ll never forget – the 


injuries, the smell, really everything,” he said. 


When the quake struck shortly before 5 p.m. on Jan. 12, Kapiloff was staying in Cap­Haïtien on Haiti’s 


northern coast approximately 80 miles from the capital, but he said he was supposed to be in Port­au­


Prince. Earlier that day, his flight to Port­au­Prince was cancelled because of heavy rains, and Kapiloff 


later saw that the house he would have been staying in had been reduced to a pile of rubble.


He said the earthquake could be felt in northern Haiti, but “no one in Cap­Haïtien thought anything of it.” 


In September 2009, Kapiloff said he left a well­paying finance job in Boston to do something “more 


meaningful.” 


He volunteered at the Hope for the Children of Haiti Orphanage (HFC) for two­and­a­half  months in 


Bolosse, located in Port­au­Prince. The program is funded by the U.S., and pays for the children to go to


school because many people in Haiti cannot afford to send their children to school on their own.


So, when Kapiloff arrived in Port­au­Prince, his main focus was ensuring the safety of the students he 


calls “my children.” And Kapiloff could not have been more thankful to learn all 56 of them were 


uninjured.


“I know that God put his hand on them,” he said. “They’re the lucky ones.” 


However, the facility the children live in was damaged, and concerns over the evacuated building’s 


stability forced students and HFC staff to live on an outdoor basketball court. When the director of the 


orphanage wanted to move the children back inside, other Haitians were furious. Some people came 


down and said if the children were sleeping in the building then they were too, so the director decided to 


keep the kids outside. That night, Kapiloff left the orphanage because he realized he needed to try to get 


more help for the kids.


“There’s going to be a lot of people living outside in Port­au­Prince for a long time,” Kapiloff said. 


Prior to the destruction, Haiti was the Western Hemisphere’s poorest nation. The earthquake killed an 


estimated 150,000 and put 1.5 million people – desperate for food, drinkable water and medical attention 


– out onto the streets that, according to Kapiloff, have little to no police presence. 


“People were getting aggressive taking what they wanted,” he said. 


While trying to bring food and clean water back to HFC, Kapiloff said a Haitian man put a revolver to his


stomach and told Kapiloff in Creole, “‘Don’t be foolish, friend. This [food and water] is for me.” 


Kapiloff said an elderly Haitian man then began screaming at the man with the gun, grabbed Kapiloff’s 


belongings and tossed them back to Kapiloff while telling him, “‘You’re a fool. What are you doing here?


There’s a reason no Americans are down here right now.’” 


With buildings collapsing around them as they dug, Kapiloff said he helped in search efforts, finding one 


person alive and several others dead. He also helped treat dozens of injured before HFC ran out of 


medical supplies.


The missionary that Kapiloff was residing in housed about 1,500 people. People were trapped inside 


many of the crumbling buildings. Kapiloff said he tried to get people to help him dig in search of 


survivors. Out of 1,500­2,000 people, only two or three would help him dig. Kapiloff added that Grace 


Children’s Hospital also collapsed, leaving no survivors. There were so many dead bodies in the road that


they needed mass graves to get rid of them all. The stench of the bodies filled the air. Trucks came to 


pick up the bodies and carry them to these graves.


Kapiloff said he stuck out there as an American, which made him a target to be robbed. So he decided 


his presence at HFC would do more harm than good.


Trying to find a way back to Massachusetts, he went to the city’s airport where U.S. military, doctors 


and journalists already arrived.


Kapiloff said he approached a well­known female journalist and told her about video footage he took 


while riding around Port­au­Prince the morning after the earthquake. He offered her the video, pictures 


and interviews with himself and people he knew in Port­au­Prince, in exchange for having her help get 


three doctors out to the children at HFC.


The journalist, who Kapiloff declined to name or disclose the publication she works for, offered him 


money instead, he said.


“I was so angry with her. I told her I don’t want money for the pictures, I want doctors,” he said. 


Despite such frustrations, Kapiloff said he is thankful and impressed by the amount of aid being delivered


by Americans.


“There are a lot of problems, a lot of problems in Port­au­Prince right now, but I think they’ve held up 


better than the U.S. military had expected,” he said. “One thing I’ll never forget is all night long, the 


Haitians were singing hymns. It amazed me how positive they could be in the situation they were in,” he 


added later.


One of the biggest problems Haiti faces now is an extreme shortage of medical supplies, Kapiloff said. 


There are only a few places where people can be treated, and due to the high numbers of people living 


with HIV/AIDS, gloves or any other supplies could not be reused. Eventually, the place where Kapiloff 


was helping ran out of supplies. Children were being treated first, and since there were not enough 


supplies to go around, many of the other injured people were given Tylenol and Advil for severe burns 


and breaks. The U.S. responded quickly to the earthquake, and soon enough they were controlling the 


operations at the airport. Kapiloff saw that the military was surprised when they arrived.


Kapiloff added that the airport was assisting people medically as well, but many Haitians either did not 


know about this or were not strong enough to make it to the airport for help.


Since returning several days ago, Kapiloff has been telling his tale and looking to find any support he can 


for the thousands left struggling to survive in Haiti.


“Even if I don’t raise a lot of money [on my own], there’s enough positive that can come from you 


hearing about it,” he told the crowd. 


He said he will leave again for Haiti this coming Friday, but does not know how long he will stay for.


“As long as those kids are on the street, we’ll get them inside. We’ll do whatever we have to do to get 


them inside,” said Kapiloff. 


Despite all the relief efforts, Kapiloff said that the children at the orphanage are still sleeping on the 


streets. The best thing that people outside of Haiti can do to help, according to Kapiloff, is to donate 


money for medical supplies, food and clean water.


Kapiloff concluded, “We need a lot of help. It’s not going to be a month or two, it’s not going to be a 


year or two, these people’s lives were destroyed by this earthquake, and rebuilding them is going to be a 


long, expensive and emotionally demanding process. I just want people to know what’s going on down 


there, and to keep them in your prayers.” 


Donations for the Hope for the Children of Haiti orphanage and school can be made online at 


www.hfchaiti.org. Donations to help relief efforts in Haiti can also be addressed to Kapiloff’s church, 


“Haiti Relief/PK,” Community Bible Church, 160 Bridges Rd., Williamstown, Mass., 01267. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. Alexandra Roche can be reached at 


aroche@student.umass.edu.


Enette Dumerin holds her twins, Carlebre Dumerin and Jeff Dumerin, 3, 


right, in a C­17 on route from Haiti to Orlando, Fla. on Jan. 17. (Erika 


Schultz/Seattle Times/MCT)
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Mass. native recounts Haiti aftermath, relief efforts
By: Matt Rocheleau and Alexandra Roche  |  January 31, 2010 |  


He heard initial reports that around 5,000 were 


dead in Port­au­Prince, Haiti, but within 


moments of driving into Haiti’s capital the next 


morning and seeing the aftermath firsthand, 


Peter Kapiloff knew those estimates were not 


even close.


Around 17 hours after the city was devastated 


by a magnitude­7 earthquake, thousands of 


bodies lay in the streets, roughly one­third of 


the city’s buildings were completely destroyed, 


panic had set in and “the city was completely 


lawless,” Kapiloff told members of the campus 


community during his visit to the University of 


Massachusetts on Friday evening.


On Jan. 29, UMass’ Student Alumni Association hosted guest lecturer Kapiloff, who came to share what


he witnessed on that day in Haiti.


When Kapiloff took to the podium in UMass’ Memorial Hall, he explained to the gathered crowd that he 


had gone to Haiti as a part of an organization he was involved in when he lived in Boston.


In his efforts to provide aid over the several days following the earthquake, the 27­year­old 


Williamstown, Mass., native said he constantly feared for his life as scarce food and water made riots 


and looting a frequent occurrence. He was nearly robbed at gun point, and aftershocks made search­


and­rescue efforts treacherous, he said. Kapiloff plans to return to Haiti next week with more supplies 


and money.


“Port­au­Prince had never seen anything like this before. The stuff I saw there I’ll never forget – the 


injuries, the smell, really everything,” he said. 


When the quake struck shortly before 5 p.m. on Jan. 12, Kapiloff was staying in Cap­Haïtien on Haiti’s 


northern coast approximately 80 miles from the capital, but he said he was supposed to be in Port­au­


Prince. Earlier that day, his flight to Port­au­Prince was cancelled because of heavy rains, and Kapiloff 


later saw that the house he would have been staying in had been reduced to a pile of rubble.


He said the earthquake could be felt in northern Haiti, but “no one in Cap­Haïtien thought anything of it.” 


In September 2009, Kapiloff said he left a well­paying finance job in Boston to do something “more 


meaningful.” 


He volunteered at the Hope for the Children of Haiti Orphanage (HFC) for two­and­a­half  months in 


Bolosse, located in Port­au­Prince. The program is funded by the U.S., and pays for the children to go to


school because many people in Haiti cannot afford to send their children to school on their own.


So, when Kapiloff arrived in Port­au­Prince, his main focus was ensuring the safety of the students he 


calls “my children.” And Kapiloff could not have been more thankful to learn all 56 of them were 


uninjured.


“I know that God put his hand on them,” he said. “They’re the lucky ones.” 


However, the facility the children live in was damaged, and concerns over the evacuated building’s 


stability forced students and HFC staff to live on an outdoor basketball court. When the director of the 


orphanage wanted to move the children back inside, other Haitians were furious. Some people came 


down and said if the children were sleeping in the building then they were too, so the director decided to 


keep the kids outside. That night, Kapiloff left the orphanage because he realized he needed to try to get 


more help for the kids.


“There’s going to be a lot of people living outside in Port­au­Prince for a long time,” Kapiloff said. 


Prior to the destruction, Haiti was the Western Hemisphere’s poorest nation. The earthquake killed an 


estimated 150,000 and put 1.5 million people – desperate for food, drinkable water and medical attention 


– out onto the streets that, according to Kapiloff, have little to no police presence. 


“People were getting aggressive taking what they wanted,” he said. 


While trying to bring food and clean water back to HFC, Kapiloff said a Haitian man put a revolver to his


stomach and told Kapiloff in Creole, “‘Don’t be foolish, friend. This [food and water] is for me.” 


Kapiloff said an elderly Haitian man then began screaming at the man with the gun, grabbed Kapiloff’s 


belongings and tossed them back to Kapiloff while telling him, “‘You’re a fool. What are you doing here?


There’s a reason no Americans are down here right now.’” 


With buildings collapsing around them as they dug, Kapiloff said he helped in search efforts, finding one 


person alive and several others dead. He also helped treat dozens of injured before HFC ran out of 


medical supplies.


The missionary that Kapiloff was residing in housed about 1,500 people. People were trapped inside 


many of the crumbling buildings. Kapiloff said he tried to get people to help him dig in search of 


survivors. Out of 1,500­2,000 people, only two or three would help him dig. Kapiloff added that Grace 


Children’s Hospital also collapsed, leaving no survivors. There were so many dead bodies in the road that


they needed mass graves to get rid of them all. The stench of the bodies filled the air. Trucks came to 


pick up the bodies and carry them to these graves.


Kapiloff said he stuck out there as an American, which made him a target to be robbed. So he decided 


his presence at HFC would do more harm than good.


Trying to find a way back to Massachusetts, he went to the city’s airport where U.S. military, doctors 


and journalists already arrived.


Kapiloff said he approached a well­known female journalist and told her about video footage he took 


while riding around Port­au­Prince the morning after the earthquake. He offered her the video, pictures 


and interviews with himself and people he knew in Port­au­Prince, in exchange for having her help get 


three doctors out to the children at HFC.


The journalist, who Kapiloff declined to name or disclose the publication she works for, offered him 


money instead, he said.


“I was so angry with her. I told her I don’t want money for the pictures, I want doctors,” he said. 


Despite such frustrations, Kapiloff said he is thankful and impressed by the amount of aid being delivered


by Americans.


“There are a lot of problems, a lot of problems in Port­au­Prince right now, but I think they’ve held up 


better than the U.S. military had expected,” he said. “One thing I’ll never forget is all night long, the 


Haitians were singing hymns. It amazed me how positive they could be in the situation they were in,” he 


added later.


One of the biggest problems Haiti faces now is an extreme shortage of medical supplies, Kapiloff said. 


There are only a few places where people can be treated, and due to the high numbers of people living 


with HIV/AIDS, gloves or any other supplies could not be reused. Eventually, the place where Kapiloff 


was helping ran out of supplies. Children were being treated first, and since there were not enough 


supplies to go around, many of the other injured people were given Tylenol and Advil for severe burns 


and breaks. The U.S. responded quickly to the earthquake, and soon enough they were controlling the 


operations at the airport. Kapiloff saw that the military was surprised when they arrived.


Kapiloff added that the airport was assisting people medically as well, but many Haitians either did not 


know about this or were not strong enough to make it to the airport for help.


Since returning several days ago, Kapiloff has been telling his tale and looking to find any support he can 


for the thousands left struggling to survive in Haiti.


“Even if I don’t raise a lot of money [on my own], there’s enough positive that can come from you 


hearing about it,” he told the crowd. 


He said he will leave again for Haiti this coming Friday, but does not know how long he will stay for.


“As long as those kids are on the street, we’ll get them inside. We’ll do whatever we have to do to get 


them inside,” said Kapiloff. 


Despite all the relief efforts, Kapiloff said that the children at the orphanage are still sleeping on the 


streets. The best thing that people outside of Haiti can do to help, according to Kapiloff, is to donate 


money for medical supplies, food and clean water.


Kapiloff concluded, “We need a lot of help. It’s not going to be a month or two, it’s not going to be a 


year or two, these people’s lives were destroyed by this earthquake, and rebuilding them is going to be a 


long, expensive and emotionally demanding process. I just want people to know what’s going on down 


there, and to keep them in your prayers.” 


Donations for the Hope for the Children of Haiti orphanage and school can be made online at 


www.hfchaiti.org. Donations to help relief efforts in Haiti can also be addressed to Kapiloff’s church, 


“Haiti Relief/PK,” Community Bible Church, 160 Bridges Rd., Williamstown, Mass., 01267. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. Alexandra Roche can be reached at 


aroche@student.umass.edu.


Enette Dumerin holds her twins, Carlebre Dumerin and Jeff Dumerin, 3, 


right, in a C­17 on route from Haiti to Orlando, Fla. on Jan. 17. (Erika 


Schultz/Seattle Times/MCT)
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UMass celebrates 20 percent expansion of library’s 
Learning Commons
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  February 08, 2010 |  


As part of an ongoing, five­year, $8.5­million renovation project, the University of Massachusetts 


celebrated a 20 percent expansion of the Learning Commons in the campus’ main library yesterday. 


The 6,000 square­foot addition, which opened at the beginning of the semester, boosts available seating 


by 80 percent – from 250 to 450 – in the W.E.B. DuBois Library’s Learning Commons, according to a 


University press release.


The basement of the 26­story library added eight group study rooms bringing the total number of glass 


cubicles to 26.


A final phase of the library’s renovations will add more area for staff use in the Learning Commons and 


is expected to be completed by June, said director of development and communications for the campus’ 


libraries, Emily Silverman.


The $8.5 million in renovations, which began in 2005, have also improved other areas of the library, 


including quiet study spaces on the building’s second, third and fifth floors, Silverman said. 


As a separate project, she added that the University is also exploring plans to add a small, multi­purpose 


auditorium to the Learning Commons.


Overall, the library’s 30,000 square­foot bottom floor houses over 200 multi­purpose work stations 


equipped with PCs and Macs, and offers more than 400 campus network­ and Internet­enabled ports, as


well as full wireless access and other high­tech study and research tools.


The Learning Commons opened in 2005 and has received $600,000 in donated software from Microsoft 


Corp., which designated UMass as its first Microsoft IT Showcase School.


Junior industrial engineering major Anna Vecha, 20, said she uses computers in the library at least twice 


a week to access the Adobe Dreamweaver software installed on campus computers and is happy to see 


the library is expanding its services.


“I think it’s definitely getting better. I didn’t have to wait at all [for an open computer],” she said, while 


working at a station in the recently renovated area. “But, I think that it may also be because a lot of 


students don’t know about [the addition], yet.” 


Chancellor Robert C. Holub and Provost James V. Staros joined Libraries Director Jay Schafer and other


campus community members for Monday’s celebration of the expansion. 


Schafer said the Learning Commons’ impact on student academic life has been “nothing less than 


dramatic.” 


“This is a groundbreaking approach,” he said in the release. “We have been able to tap the latest 


technology to shape an environment in which students have convenient access to information, and a 


space where they are able to work together and to consult with faculty and staff in ways that allow them


to thrive intellectually and creatively.” 


Learning Commons coordinator Carol Will said staff and student employees are encouraged to watch for


those in need of help.


 “You’ll notice this is not a really quiet space now. We want people to be able to talk and work together 


and collaborate,” said Learning Commons coordinator Carol Will in the release. “Everyone has to be on 


the lookout for people who look lost or hesitant. We welcome questions and we want to help. We have 


new users in here every day, and we never tire of the questions.” 


 Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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UMass celebrates 20 percent expansion of library’s 
Learning Commons
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  February 08, 2010 |  


As part of an ongoing, five­year, $8.5­million renovation project, the University of Massachusetts 


celebrated a 20 percent expansion of the Learning Commons in the campus’ main library yesterday. 


The 6,000 square­foot addition, which opened at the beginning of the semester, boosts available seating 


by 80 percent – from 250 to 450 – in the W.E.B. DuBois Library’s Learning Commons, according to a 


University press release.


The basement of the 26­story library added eight group study rooms bringing the total number of glass 


cubicles to 26.


A final phase of the library’s renovations will add more area for staff use in the Learning Commons and 


is expected to be completed by June, said director of development and communications for the campus’ 


libraries, Emily Silverman.


The $8.5 million in renovations, which began in 2005, have also improved other areas of the library, 


including quiet study spaces on the building’s second, third and fifth floors, Silverman said. 


As a separate project, she added that the University is also exploring plans to add a small, multi­purpose 


auditorium to the Learning Commons.


Overall, the library’s 30,000 square­foot bottom floor houses over 200 multi­purpose work stations 


equipped with PCs and Macs, and offers more than 400 campus network­ and Internet­enabled ports, as


well as full wireless access and other high­tech study and research tools.


The Learning Commons opened in 2005 and has received $600,000 in donated software from Microsoft 


Corp., which designated UMass as its first Microsoft IT Showcase School.


Junior industrial engineering major Anna Vecha, 20, said she uses computers in the library at least twice 


a week to access the Adobe Dreamweaver software installed on campus computers and is happy to see 


the library is expanding its services.


“I think it’s definitely getting better. I didn’t have to wait at all [for an open computer],” she said, while 


working at a station in the recently renovated area. “But, I think that it may also be because a lot of 


students don’t know about [the addition], yet.” 


Chancellor Robert C. Holub and Provost James V. Staros joined Libraries Director Jay Schafer and other


campus community members for Monday’s celebration of the expansion. 


Schafer said the Learning Commons’ impact on student academic life has been “nothing less than 


dramatic.” 


“This is a groundbreaking approach,” he said in the release. “We have been able to tap the latest 


technology to shape an environment in which students have convenient access to information, and a 


space where they are able to work together and to consult with faculty and staff in ways that allow them


to thrive intellectually and creatively.” 


Learning Commons coordinator Carol Will said staff and student employees are encouraged to watch for


those in need of help.


 “You’ll notice this is not a really quiet space now. We want people to be able to talk and work together 


and collaborate,” said Learning Commons coordinator Carol Will in the release. “Everyone has to be on 


the lookout for people who look lost or hesitant. We welcome questions and we want to help. We have 


new users in here every day, and we never tire of the questions.” 


 Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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Rte. 9 collision separates engine from vehicle, 
hospitalizes four
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  February 13, 2010 |  


View Rte. 9 collision separates engine from vehicle, hospitalizes four – DailyCollegian.com in a larger map 


A serious head­on collision on Route 9 in Hadley earlier this week separated the engine from one of the 


vehicles involved and hospitalized four people, including three who are believed to be University of 


Massachusetts students.


A Volkswagen Golf hatchback traveling eastbound on Rte. 9, or Russell Street, near the West Street 


intersection in Hadley crossed the center line and collided head on with a Ford F­350 pickup headed 


westbound on Tuesday at 7:21 a.m., police said. The hatchback’s engine was detached from the vehicle 


during the collision and landed on Rte. 9, while the truck spun out of control, struck curb and flipped 


onto its roof, officials said.


“You don’t see something like that too often,” Hadley Police Chief Dennis Hukowicz said referring to the


hatchback’s dislodged engine. “It just shows you what kind of impact [the two vehicles] must have 


had.” 


The hatchback’s driver, Maxwell Rudenstein, of Sharon, Mass., and the vehicle’s two passengers, 


Jacob Gilbert, also of Sharon, and Charles Young, of Pepperell, Mass., were all sent to Cooley Dickinson


Hospital in Northampton with non­life­threatening injuries, according to police. The three 21­year­olds 


are believed to be UMass students, according to names provided by police that match the names of 


students enrolled at the University; however that could not immediately be confirmed.


The pickup’s driver, Dakota West, 18, of Hadley, was also sent to the Northampton hospital with non­


life­threatening injuries, police said.


According to Hukowicz, Rudenstein told police he nodded off behind the wheel, which caused the 


hatchback to cross the center line into oncoming traffic.


Police referred questions regarding the condition of those involved to hospital officials who said on 


Friday afternoon they had no patient records for the four men, which likely means they have been 


released.


Drivers on Rte. 9 were temporarily rerouted after the accident, which remains under investigation, 


Hukowicz said.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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Rte. 9 collision separates engine from vehicle, 
hospitalizes four
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A serious head­on collision on Route 9 in Hadley earlier this week separated the engine from one of the 


vehicles involved and hospitalized four people, including three who are believed to be University of 


Massachusetts students.


A Volkswagen Golf hatchback traveling eastbound on Rte. 9, or Russell Street, near the West Street 


intersection in Hadley crossed the center line and collided head on with a Ford F­350 pickup headed 


westbound on Tuesday at 7:21 a.m., police said. The hatchback’s engine was detached from the vehicle 


during the collision and landed on Rte. 9, while the truck spun out of control, struck curb and flipped 


onto its roof, officials said.


“You don’t see something like that too often,” Hadley Police Chief Dennis Hukowicz said referring to the


hatchback’s dislodged engine. “It just shows you what kind of impact [the two vehicles] must have 


had.” 


The hatchback’s driver, Maxwell Rudenstein, of Sharon, Mass., and the vehicle’s two passengers, 


Jacob Gilbert, also of Sharon, and Charles Young, of Pepperell, Mass., were all sent to Cooley Dickinson


Hospital in Northampton with non­life­threatening injuries, according to police. The three 21­year­olds 


are believed to be UMass students, according to names provided by police that match the names of 


students enrolled at the University; however that could not immediately be confirmed.


The pickup’s driver, Dakota West, 18, of Hadley, was also sent to the Northampton hospital with non­


life­threatening injuries, police said.


According to Hukowicz, Rudenstein told police he nodded off behind the wheel, which caused the 


hatchback to cross the center line into oncoming traffic.


Police referred questions regarding the condition of those involved to hospital officials who said on 


Friday afternoon they had no patient records for the four men, which likely means they have been 


released.


Drivers on Rte. 9 were temporarily rerouted after the accident, which remains under investigation, 


Hukowicz said.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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UMass junior Maia F. McDermott, 21, dies in early 
morning crash
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  February 20, 2010 |  


A 21­year­old University of Massachusetts student died early this morning 


when a vehicle she was driving struck a utility pole in Bolyston, Mass. and 


burst into flames, according to police.


A 2006 Mazda, driven by Maia F. McDermott of 158 Walnut St. in Clinton 


and traveling north on Route 70, or Main Street, in Boylston, crossed into 


the southbound lane and crashed into a utility pole about a half mile south of 


the Route 140 intersection at around 2:20 a.m. Saturday, said a press 


release from Bolyston Police Chief Anthony G. Sahagian.


McDermott, a junior who was studying for a Bachelor’s Degree with 


Individual Concentration at UMass, was killed in the accident which 


engulfed the vehicle in flames and closed Rte. 70 for around three hours 


afterwards, the release said. She was expected to graduate in 2011 and lived 


in the Puffton Village Apartments on North Pleasant Street in Amherst, 


according to University officials.


“Our deepest condolences go out to Maia’s parents Brian and Lori 


McDermott and her many friends here at UMass and at home,” said a 


campus­wide e­mail sent Sunday by Dean of Students Jo­Anne Vanin. 


“Anyone needing to access the campus support services is welcome to come to the Dean of Students 


Office where the staff is ready to be of assistance.” 


Town and state police along with fire and emergency medical service technicians responded to the 


accident, which remains under investigation, police said.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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10 Responses to “UMass junior Maia F. McDermott, 21, dies in early morning crash” 


Michael Foley­Röhm says: 


February 20, 2010 at 6:51 pm


RIP. My best thoughts to her family.   


A Mom says:  


February 20, 2010 at 8:59 pm 


Our hearts go out to the Mcdermott family. May God give you the courage and strength to get 


through this most difficult time. Many of us knew her and are in such shock over her passing. Life is so 


short. Love your family and friends and dont forget to give those xtra hugs and kisses. Tomorrow is not 


a promise for any of us.


Will Schuerman says: 


February 21, 2010 at 4:36 am


maia,


Brian called me to tell me the news. I couldnt believe what I heard. I love you so much and couldnt 


believe at all what he told me. I burst into tears at the sound of the news and I just want you hear to tell 


me youre okay as Im sure your family wishes the same. I love you and rest in peace beautiful <3


Will<3


Joe S says:  


February 21, 2010 at 4:13 pm 


I give my condolences to the family and friends of Maia. We were in the same Spanish class 


freshman year and she was always so friendly and full of life. She seemed happy and had a lot of 


people that cared for her. What a terrible thing to happen to such a young, good­hearted girl.


AJ says: 


February 21, 2010 at 7:30 pm


Maia was a good friend and a wonderful person with an infectious personality and a smile 


that would light up a room. She will be missed by all


RIP


Emily says:  


February 22, 2010 at 1:35 am 


My deepest condolences to Maia’s family .. Maia was so beautiful and always so happy and 


sassy .. Anyone who knew her was lucky and she will be so missed. 


A golden heart stopped beating 


Hardworking hands put to rest 


God took this life from us to prove 


That He only takes the best


rest in peace baby girl


John says: 


February 22, 2010 at 2:45 am


Maia was a a beautiful person, and one of the nicest girls I ’d ever met. My thoughts and 


prayers go out to her family and friends. This is a difficult time, be strong.


RIP Maia <3


Ann Colligan says:  


February 22, 2010 at 10:35 am 


Brian, Lori, and Sean­ words can’t express what we are feeling right now and our thoughts 


are with your family during this time of sadness and grief. Maia was a beautiful person who we enjoyed 


so much as she grew up over the past 8 years. We always felt that she was destined for greatness; 


death at such an early age seems hard to even comprehend!  Our daughter, Emily, is beside herself as 


are we. We wish you deep, sincere sympathy in these difficult times. 


The Colligans 


Ann, Russell, and Emily


student says: 


February 22, 2010 at 11:29 pm


It’s a damn shame. 


Clay says:  


February 23, 2010 at 5:26 pm 


The community at Parker School, where Maia went to Middle School, is extremely saddened 


by this news. Maia was in my advisory her seventh grade year. I’ll always remember her as a fun­loving 


and caring person. She had the quality of empathy at a young age. I’ll second an above comment about 


how she could be a little sassy. Our thoughts and prayers go out to Brain, Lori, and Sean.
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UMass junior Maia F. McDermott, 21, dies in early 
morning crash
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  February 20, 2010 |  


A 21­year­old University of Massachusetts student died early this morning 


when a vehicle she was driving struck a utility pole in Bolyston, Mass. and 


burst into flames, according to police.


A 2006 Mazda, driven by Maia F. McDermott of 158 Walnut St. in Clinton 


and traveling north on Route 70, or Main Street, in Boylston, crossed into 


the southbound lane and crashed into a utility pole about a half mile south of 


the Route 140 intersection at around 2:20 a.m. Saturday, said a press 


release from Bolyston Police Chief Anthony G. Sahagian.


McDermott, a junior who was studying for a Bachelor’s Degree with 


Individual Concentration at UMass, was killed in the accident which 


engulfed the vehicle in flames and closed Rte. 70 for around three hours 


afterwards, the release said. She was expected to graduate in 2011 and lived 


in the Puffton Village Apartments on North Pleasant Street in Amherst, 


according to University officials.


“Our deepest condolences go out to Maia’s parents Brian and Lori 


McDermott and her many friends here at UMass and at home,” said a 


campus­wide e­mail sent Sunday by Dean of Students Jo­Anne Vanin. 


“Anyone needing to access the campus support services is welcome to come to the Dean of Students 


Office where the staff is ready to be of assistance.” 


Town and state police along with fire and emergency medical service technicians responded to the 


accident, which remains under investigation, police said.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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10 Responses to “UMass junior Maia F. McDermott, 21, dies in early morning crash” 


Michael Foley­Röhm says: 


February 20, 2010 at 6:51 pm


RIP. My best thoughts to her family.   


A Mom says:  


February 20, 2010 at 8:59 pm 


Our hearts go out to the Mcdermott family. May God give you the courage and strength to get 


through this most difficult time. Many of us knew her and are in such shock over her passing. Life is so 


short. Love your family and friends and dont forget to give those xtra hugs and kisses. Tomorrow is not 


a promise for any of us.


Will Schuerman says: 


February 21, 2010 at 4:36 am


maia,


Brian called me to tell me the news. I couldnt believe what I heard. I love you so much and couldnt 


believe at all what he told me. I burst into tears at the sound of the news and I just want you hear to tell 


me youre okay as Im sure your family wishes the same. I love you and rest in peace beautiful <3


Will<3


Joe S says:  


February 21, 2010 at 4:13 pm 


I give my condolences to the family and friends of Maia. We were in the same Spanish class 


freshman year and she was always so friendly and full of life. She seemed happy and had a lot of 


people that cared for her. What a terrible thing to happen to such a young, good­hearted girl.


AJ says: 


February 21, 2010 at 7:30 pm


Maia was a good friend and a wonderful person with an infectious personality and a smile 


that would light up a room. She will be missed by all


RIP


Emily says:  


February 22, 2010 at 1:35 am 


My deepest condolences to Maia’s family .. Maia was so beautiful and always so happy and 


sassy .. Anyone who knew her was lucky and she will be so missed. 


A golden heart stopped beating 


Hardworking hands put to rest 


God took this life from us to prove 


That He only takes the best


rest in peace baby girl


John says: 


February 22, 2010 at 2:45 am


Maia was a a beautiful person, and one of the nicest girls I ’d ever met. My thoughts and 


prayers go out to her family and friends. This is a difficult time, be strong.


RIP Maia <3


Ann Colligan says:  


February 22, 2010 at 10:35 am 


Brian, Lori, and Sean­ words can’t express what we are feeling right now and our thoughts 


are with your family during this time of sadness and grief. Maia was a beautiful person who we enjoyed 


so much as she grew up over the past 8 years. We always felt that she was destined for greatness; 


death at such an early age seems hard to even comprehend!  Our daughter, Emily, is beside herself as 


are we. We wish you deep, sincere sympathy in these difficult times. 


The Colligans 


Ann, Russell, and Emily


student says: 


February 22, 2010 at 11:29 pm


It’s a damn shame. 


Clay says:  


February 23, 2010 at 5:26 pm 


The community at Parker School, where Maia went to Middle School, is extremely saddened 


by this news. Maia was in my advisory her seventh grade year. I’ll always remember her as a fun­loving 


and caring person. She had the quality of empathy at a young age. I’ll second an above comment about 


how she could be a little sassy. Our thoughts and prayers go out to Brain, Lori, and Sean.
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UMass junior Maia F. McDermott, 21, dies in early 
morning crash
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  February 20, 2010 |  


A 21­year­old University of Massachusetts student died early this morning 


when a vehicle she was driving struck a utility pole in Bolyston, Mass. and 


burst into flames, according to police.


A 2006 Mazda, driven by Maia F. McDermott of 158 Walnut St. in Clinton 


and traveling north on Route 70, or Main Street, in Boylston, crossed into 


the southbound lane and crashed into a utility pole about a half mile south of 


the Route 140 intersection at around 2:20 a.m. Saturday, said a press 


release from Bolyston Police Chief Anthony G. Sahagian.


McDermott, a junior who was studying for a Bachelor’s Degree with 


Individual Concentration at UMass, was killed in the accident which 


engulfed the vehicle in flames and closed Rte. 70 for around three hours 


afterwards, the release said. She was expected to graduate in 2011 and lived 


in the Puffton Village Apartments on North Pleasant Street in Amherst, 


according to University officials.


“Our deepest condolences go out to Maia’s parents Brian and Lori 


McDermott and her many friends here at UMass and at home,” said a 


campus­wide e­mail sent Sunday by Dean of Students Jo­Anne Vanin. 


“Anyone needing to access the campus support services is welcome to come to the Dean of Students 


Office where the staff is ready to be of assistance.” 


Town and state police along with fire and emergency medical service technicians responded to the 


accident, which remains under investigation, police said.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


View UMass student dies in early morning crash – DailyCollegian.com in a larger map 


University of Massachusetts 


student Maia F. McDermott, 21, 


of Clinton, died early Saturday 


morning when a vehicle she was 


driving struck a utility pole in 


Bolyston, Mass. and burst into 


flames, according to police. 


(Courtesy Facebook)


Loading... Map Sat Ter


10 Responses to “UMass junior Maia F. McDermott, 21, dies in early morning crash” 


Michael Foley­Röhm says: 


February 20, 2010 at 6:51 pm


RIP. My best thoughts to her family.   


A Mom says:  


February 20, 2010 at 8:59 pm 


Our hearts go out to the Mcdermott family. May God give you the courage and strength to get 


through this most difficult time. Many of us knew her and are in such shock over her passing. Life is so 


short. Love your family and friends and dont forget to give those xtra hugs and kisses. Tomorrow is not 


a promise for any of us.


Will Schuerman says: 


February 21, 2010 at 4:36 am


maia,


Brian called me to tell me the news. I couldnt believe what I heard. I love you so much and couldnt 


believe at all what he told me. I burst into tears at the sound of the news and I just want you hear to tell 


me youre okay as Im sure your family wishes the same. I love you and rest in peace beautiful <3


Will<3


Joe S says:  


February 21, 2010 at 4:13 pm 


I give my condolences to the family and friends of Maia. We were in the same Spanish class 


freshman year and she was always so friendly and full of life. She seemed happy and had a lot of 


people that cared for her. What a terrible thing to happen to such a young, good­hearted girl.


AJ says: 


February 21, 2010 at 7:30 pm


Maia was a good friend and a wonderful person with an infectious personality and a smile 


that would light up a room. She will be missed by all


RIP


Emily says:  


February 22, 2010 at 1:35 am 


My deepest condolences to Maia’s family .. Maia was so beautiful and always so happy and 


sassy .. Anyone who knew her was lucky and she will be so missed. 


A golden heart stopped beating 


Hardworking hands put to rest 


God took this life from us to prove 


That He only takes the best


rest in peace baby girl


John says: 


February 22, 2010 at 2:45 am


Maia was a a beautiful person, and one of the nicest girls I ’d ever met. My thoughts and 


prayers go out to her family and friends. This is a difficult time, be strong.


RIP Maia <3


Ann Colligan says:  


February 22, 2010 at 10:35 am 


Brian, Lori, and Sean­ words can’t express what we are feeling right now and our thoughts 


are with your family during this time of sadness and grief. Maia was a beautiful person who we enjoyed 


so much as she grew up over the past 8 years. We always felt that she was destined for greatness; 


death at such an early age seems hard to even comprehend!  Our daughter, Emily, is beside herself as 


are we. We wish you deep, sincere sympathy in these difficult times. 


The Colligans 


Ann, Russell, and Emily


student says: 


February 22, 2010 at 11:29 pm


It’s a damn shame. 


Clay says:  


February 23, 2010 at 5:26 pm 


The community at Parker School, where Maia went to Middle School, is extremely saddened 


by this news. Maia was in my advisory her seventh grade year. I’ll always remember her as a fun­loving 


and caring person. She had the quality of empathy at a young age. I’ll second an above comment about 


how she could be a little sassy. Our thoughts and prayers go out to Brain, Lori, and Sean.
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Outwitted by dairy product
By: Matt Rocheleau  | February 21, 2010 |  


Don’t cry over spilled milk, but spoiled milk is another story. 


Of the many trials I have endured since gaining college independence, none have been quite as troubling 


and equally annoying as figuring out the freshness of the stuff in my fridge – namely milk. 


To determine whether the opaque white dairy liquid is okay to drink, I first check the “sell-by” date 


printed on each gallon or carton; but, every time it just confuses me 


more.                                                       


The date stamped on my 3.78-liter jug is helpful to employees stocking shelves at Cumberland Farms, 


but what does it mean for me? Is milk still safe to drink after the “sell-by” date? If so, for how long? 


Some people say, “Just pop the cap and see if it smells bad.” However, I have no idea what milk is 


supposed to smell like – good or bad. And even if I did, it would likely take the snout of someone like 


Froot Loops cereal mascot Toucan Sam to distinguish the difference; after all, if you “Follow his nose, it


always knows!” 


The only way I really know whether milk has soured is to taste it, which hurts my ego. Drinking sour 


milk makes me feel betrayed and at the same time outwitted, because I should have known better than to


trust a substance that is squeezed from a cow’s utters. 


From time to time, I even psych myself out. In the same way that milk’s scent is a mystery to me, I’m 


never quite certain what milk is supposed to taste like, because I rarely drink plain milk. I’m always 


adding coffee, strawberry or chocolate syrup, or mixing it up with a bowl of cereal. So, when I do a 


milk taste test, it seems to taste a bit off. Initially, I’ll think, “Well, I don’t really like milk by itself, 


anyways.” But then, I’ll think that maybe the bad taste is not my displeasure for milk by its lonesome, 


but rather that the dairy product has expired.


It’s all very stressful, especially considering I like to drink milk in the morning, before my brain is able to


handle this level of decision making. Throwing milk out without discretion is expensive. Even more 


costly is drinking expired milk; after all, six teenagers died in 2008 from suspected food poisoning after 


drinking sour milk at their boarding school in eastern India, according to the International Herald 


Tribune.


Thus, in hoping to resolve this conundrum, I turned to what may be the second coming of Jesus Christ 


– Google. 


The miraculous search engine led me to an article published in BusinessWeek in 2006 which said, 


“Pasteurized milk usually remains fresh for five days after its ‘sell-by’ date. However, if milk isn’t 


refrigerated promptly, it will develop a sour taste and spoil, even though it might not necessarily be 


dangerous.” 


What’s more, milk loses vitamins when exposed to light, the article said. 


Dairy going bad “also varies widely from product to product and brand to brand,” according to an old, 


but still relevant, New York Times piece from 1982.


Great. So apparently time is not the only factor in creating spoiled milk, it also depends on the whether it 


has been kept at the right temperature and in the right lighting from the time it is made in some far away 


factory all the way until the time you gulp it down. And, it also depends on who makes it.


At no fault to Google, that search turned out to be about as useful as a “sell-by” date. 


I know it’s trivial, but it would be nice if someone could tell me exactly when that red-labeled, half-


empty gallon of whole milk should be transported from my fridge to the trash, without having to call my 


mom to seek her instinctive advice.


Matt Rocheleau is a Collegian columnist. He can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu. 
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Outwitted by dairy product
By: Matt Rocheleau  | February 21, 2010 |  


Don’t cry over spilled milk, but spoiled milk is another story. 


Of the many trials I have endured since gaining college independence, none have been quite as troubling 


and equally annoying as figuring out the freshness of the stuff in my fridge – namely milk. 


To determine whether the opaque white dairy liquid is okay to drink, I first check the “sell-by” date 


printed on each gallon or carton; but, every time it just confuses me 


more.                                                       


The date stamped on my 3.78-liter jug is helpful to employees stocking shelves at Cumberland Farms, 


but what does it mean for me? Is milk still safe to drink after the “sell-by” date? If so, for how long? 


Some people say, “Just pop the cap and see if it smells bad.” However, I have no idea what milk is 


supposed to smell like – good or bad. And even if I did, it would likely take the snout of someone like 


Froot Loops cereal mascot Toucan Sam to distinguish the difference; after all, if you “Follow his nose, it


always knows!” 


The only way I really know whether milk has soured is to taste it, which hurts my ego. Drinking sour 


milk makes me feel betrayed and at the same time outwitted, because I should have known better than to


trust a substance that is squeezed from a cow’s utters. 


From time to time, I even psych myself out. In the same way that milk’s scent is a mystery to me, I’m 


never quite certain what milk is supposed to taste like, because I rarely drink plain milk. I’m always 


adding coffee, strawberry or chocolate syrup, or mixing it up with a bowl of cereal. So, when I do a 


milk taste test, it seems to taste a bit off. Initially, I’ll think, “Well, I don’t really like milk by itself, 


anyways.” But then, I’ll think that maybe the bad taste is not my displeasure for milk by its lonesome, 


but rather that the dairy product has expired.


It’s all very stressful, especially considering I like to drink milk in the morning, before my brain is able to


handle this level of decision making. Throwing milk out without discretion is expensive. Even more 


costly is drinking expired milk; after all, six teenagers died in 2008 from suspected food poisoning after 


drinking sour milk at their boarding school in eastern India, according to the International Herald 


Tribune.


Thus, in hoping to resolve this conundrum, I turned to what may be the second coming of Jesus Christ 


– Google. 


The miraculous search engine led me to an article published in BusinessWeek in 2006 which said, 


“Pasteurized milk usually remains fresh for five days after its ‘sell-by’ date. However, if milk isn’t 


refrigerated promptly, it will develop a sour taste and spoil, even though it might not necessarily be 


dangerous.” 


What’s more, milk loses vitamins when exposed to light, the article said. 


Dairy going bad “also varies widely from product to product and brand to brand,” according to an old, 


but still relevant, New York Times piece from 1982.


Great. So apparently time is not the only factor in creating spoiled milk, it also depends on the whether it 


has been kept at the right temperature and in the right lighting from the time it is made in some far away 


factory all the way until the time you gulp it down. And, it also depends on who makes it.


At no fault to Google, that search turned out to be about as useful as a “sell-by” date. 


I know it’s trivial, but it would be nice if someone could tell me exactly when that red-labeled, half-


empty gallon of whole milk should be transported from my fridge to the trash, without having to call my 


mom to seek her instinctive advice.


Matt Rocheleau is a Collegian columnist. He can be reached at mrochele@student.umass.edu. 
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Collision sends car over embankment into campus 
field
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  February 23, 2010 |  


A two­car accident sent one vehicle over a 


steep embankment and into the athletic fields 


along Commonwealth Avenue across from the 


campus Recreation Center earlier this evening.


There were no injuries according to the driver 


of the 1999 Audi A4 that lost control, jumped 


the curb and slid down the snowy 


embankment after colliding with the other 


sedan.


The accident occurred around 7 p.m. Tuesday 


as area roadways became slick with slushy 


wet snow, though whether the wintry weather 


played a role in the accident was not 


immediately known.


The driver of the Audi, Kevin Moore, 19, of Amherst and a Greenfield Community College student, said 


he believes the driver of the other vehicle was a student at the University of Massachusetts, though that 


could not immediately be confirmed.


Officials responded to the accident, and a local


towing company pulled the Audi from the field


about a half hour later.


Comment was not immediately available from 


police.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at 


mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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The 1999 Audi A4 is towed from the athletic fields Tuesday evening. 
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Collision sends car over embankment into campus 
field
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  February 23, 2010 |  


A two­car accident sent one vehicle over a 


steep embankment and into the athletic fields 


along Commonwealth Avenue across from the 


campus Recreation Center earlier this evening.


There were no injuries according to the driver 


of the 1999 Audi A4 that lost control, jumped 


the curb and slid down the snowy 


embankment after colliding with the other 


sedan.


The accident occurred around 7 p.m. Tuesday 


as area roadways became slick with slushy 


wet snow, though whether the wintry weather 


played a role in the accident was not 


immediately known.


The driver of the Audi, Kevin Moore, 19, of Amherst and a Greenfield Community College student, said 


he believes the driver of the other vehicle was a student at the University of Massachusetts, though that 


could not immediately be confirmed.


Officials responded to the accident, and a local


towing company pulled the Audi from the field


about a half hour later.


Comment was not immediately available from 


police.
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UPDATED | UMass junior Rebecca L. Walsh 
studying in Chile is safe after massive quake


By: Matt Rocheleau  | February 27, 2010 |  


A University of Massachusetts 


junior studying abroad in Chile 


said she is safe after the South 


American nation was rocked by 


one of the strongest 


earthquakes ever recorded over 


the weekend.


Rebecca L. Walsh, 20, of 


Lowell, Mass., was in Santiago, 


Chile – the nation’s capital and 


largest city – when an 8.8-


magnitude earthquake hit early 


Saturday morning, killing an 


estimated 708 people, 


displacing 2 million and severely 


damaging around 500,000 


homes, according to the 


Associated Press (AP).


Walsh, a Spanish and sociology 


double major, arrived in Chile 


on Thursday


“I’m fine, all is well,” said 


Walsh in a Facebook message 


to the Collegian yesterday. “As 


bad as the news is, I didn’t go 


through that bad of an 


experience.” 


The worst part of it, she said, 


was that she was out with 


friends and far from the hotel 


when the quake hit.


“We stayed away from the 


buildings as much as possible, 


just in case of falling rubble,” 


said Walsh. “We ended up walking back to the hotel when the sun came up and got to see a lot of the 


damage before it was cleaned up.” 


The structural integrity of the hotel she was staying in was questionable, so she said she and her friends 


left as soon as they could.


“Luckily, the building codes in Chile are really strict, and I didn’t see any serious damage,” she added. 


Walsh and the other students in the study abroad program will be going to meet their host families today 


in Valparaíso and Viña del Mar, Chile. Walsh will be staying in the coastal city of Valparaíso, where she 


will live until the study abroad program ends in July


“Unfortunately, two of the families – we don’t know which yet – are currently looking for new homes 


because theirs sustained too much damage,” she said. 


The hotel she was staying in is an all-inclusive resort hotel, “which is really bizarre, considering the 


country is in a disaster mode,” she said. 


“Having this many people so worried is really weird for me,” Walsh added. “We finally have Internet, 


which is nice because I’ve been able to actually talk to my family.” 


Walsh’s boyfriend, Kenneth Burdett, a UMass junior and nursing major from Branford, Conn., said his 


mom called him Saturday when she heard the reports of the earthquake, and he was relieved when 


Walsh’s sister, Theresa Walsh, called him later that day to say his girlfriend was safe. 


Burdett, who said he has been in a relationship with Walsh since fall 2009, told the Collegian he has 


spoken with Rebecca Walsh several times since Saturday’s earthquake. 


“She sounded pretty calm,” said Burdett in a phone interview late afternoon on Saturday. “Her hotel had 


some structural damage, but I don’t think anyone around where she’s staying was injured.” 


Walsh said the best thing members of the UMass community can do is to help support and donate to the 


various ongoing relief efforts there.


A $10 donation will be made to the Red Cross’ relief efforts in Chile from those who text “CHILE” to 


90999. Other organizations, including Habitat for Humanity, World Vision, Salvation Army and The 


United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), set up similar donation systems for mobile phone users. A 


list of some of the agencies providing aid in Chile is available here and here.


“Honestly, what I’ve been through hasn’t been too traumatic, and I just hope that this gets people to help


out those who have been truly affected more towards the south,” Walsh said. 


“Maybe the weirdest thing about this whole experience has been talking to Chileans, who showed up to 


work in the hotels we’re staying in, despite having family in the worst-struck areas who they hadn’t 


been able to talk to yet,” she added. “One woman apologized to me for not having clean towels for us, 


because some of the staff hadn’t shown up to work. It was like ‘Are you kidding? I can’t believe you’re


even here.’” 


Walsh was one of 14 UMass students who received funding to study abroad this semester through the 


Gilman Scholarship program, said a December 2009 University press release. The other 13 students who


received the scholarship are studying abroad elsewhere.


A U.S. Geological Survey geophysicist told the AP that the Chilean quake was hundreds of times more 


powerful than the Jan. 12 magnitude-7 earthquake that devastated Haiti. However, the one that struck 


Chile Saturday hit deeper below the Earth’s surface and has cost far fewer lives. 


The quake was felt as far away as Sao Paulo, Brazil, which is about 1,800 miles east of the earthquake’s


epicenter, according to the AP. Santiago is about 200 miles northeast of the epicenter, while Valparaíso 


is about 75 miles west of the capital city. The full extent of the damage remains unclear as Chile has 


been struck by more than 50 powerful aftershocks throughout the day, said AP reports.


Saturday’s quake also sent a tsunami through the Pacific Ocean, which left Hawaiian residents 


scrambling to find higher ground after the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center issued a tsunami warning 


earlier in the day. However, the AP has reported that the warning was later canceled, and little damage 


has been reported there thus far.


The earthquake in Chile matched one that struck off Ecuador’s coast in 1906 as the seventh-strongest 


ever recorded, according to the AP.


The largest earthquake ever recorded – a magnitude-9.5 quake that killed 1,655 people and left 2 million 


homeless – struck the same area of Chile on May 22, 1960, according to the AP. It caused a tsunami 


that killed people in Hawaii, Japan and the Philippines and caused damage along the United States’ west 


coast.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


Map locating epicenter of 8.8 magnitude earthquake in central Chile.
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UPDATED | UMass junior Rebecca L. Walsh 
studying in Chile is safe after massive quake


By: Matt Rocheleau  | February 27, 2010 |  


A University of Massachusetts 


junior studying abroad in Chile 


said she is safe after the South 


American nation was rocked by 


one of the strongest 


earthquakes ever recorded over 


the weekend.


Rebecca L. Walsh, 20, of 


Lowell, Mass., was in Santiago, 


Chile – the nation’s capital and 


largest city – when an 8.8-


magnitude earthquake hit early 


Saturday morning, killing an 


estimated 708 people, 


displacing 2 million and severely 


damaging around 500,000 


homes, according to the 


Associated Press (AP).


Walsh, a Spanish and sociology 


double major, arrived in Chile 


on Thursday


“I’m fine, all is well,” said 


Walsh in a Facebook message 


to the Collegian yesterday. “As 


bad as the news is, I didn’t go 


through that bad of an 


experience.” 


The worst part of it, she said, 


was that she was out with 


friends and far from the hotel 


when the quake hit.


“We stayed away from the 


buildings as much as possible, 


just in case of falling rubble,” 


said Walsh. “We ended up walking back to the hotel when the sun came up and got to see a lot of the 


damage before it was cleaned up.” 


The structural integrity of the hotel she was staying in was questionable, so she said she and her friends 


left as soon as they could.


“Luckily, the building codes in Chile are really strict, and I didn’t see any serious damage,” she added. 


Walsh and the other students in the study abroad program will be going to meet their host families today 


in Valparaíso and Viña del Mar, Chile. Walsh will be staying in the coastal city of Valparaíso, where she 


will live until the study abroad program ends in July


“Unfortunately, two of the families – we don’t know which yet – are currently looking for new homes 


because theirs sustained too much damage,” she said. 


The hotel she was staying in is an all-inclusive resort hotel, “which is really bizarre, considering the 


country is in a disaster mode,” she said. 


“Having this many people so worried is really weird for me,” Walsh added. “We finally have Internet, 


which is nice because I’ve been able to actually talk to my family.” 


Walsh’s boyfriend, Kenneth Burdett, a UMass junior and nursing major from Branford, Conn., said his 


mom called him Saturday when she heard the reports of the earthquake, and he was relieved when 


Walsh’s sister, Theresa Walsh, called him later that day to say his girlfriend was safe. 


Burdett, who said he has been in a relationship with Walsh since fall 2009, told the Collegian he has 


spoken with Rebecca Walsh several times since Saturday’s earthquake. 


“She sounded pretty calm,” said Burdett in a phone interview late afternoon on Saturday. “Her hotel had 


some structural damage, but I don’t think anyone around where she’s staying was injured.” 


Walsh said the best thing members of the UMass community can do is to help support and donate to the 


various ongoing relief efforts there.


A $10 donation will be made to the Red Cross’ relief efforts in Chile from those who text “CHILE” to 


90999. Other organizations, including Habitat for Humanity, World Vision, Salvation Army and The 


United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), set up similar donation systems for mobile phone users. A 


list of some of the agencies providing aid in Chile is available here and here.


“Honestly, what I’ve been through hasn’t been too traumatic, and I just hope that this gets people to help


out those who have been truly affected more towards the south,” Walsh said. 


“Maybe the weirdest thing about this whole experience has been talking to Chileans, who showed up to 


work in the hotels we’re staying in, despite having family in the worst-struck areas who they hadn’t 


been able to talk to yet,” she added. “One woman apologized to me for not having clean towels for us, 


because some of the staff hadn’t shown up to work. It was like ‘Are you kidding? I can’t believe you’re


even here.’” 


Walsh was one of 14 UMass students who received funding to study abroad this semester through the 


Gilman Scholarship program, said a December 2009 University press release. The other 13 students who


received the scholarship are studying abroad elsewhere.


A U.S. Geological Survey geophysicist told the AP that the Chilean quake was hundreds of times more 


powerful than the Jan. 12 magnitude-7 earthquake that devastated Haiti. However, the one that struck 


Chile Saturday hit deeper below the Earth’s surface and has cost far fewer lives. 


The quake was felt as far away as Sao Paulo, Brazil, which is about 1,800 miles east of the earthquake’s


epicenter, according to the AP. Santiago is about 200 miles northeast of the epicenter, while Valparaíso 


is about 75 miles west of the capital city. The full extent of the damage remains unclear as Chile has 


been struck by more than 50 powerful aftershocks throughout the day, said AP reports.


Saturday’s quake also sent a tsunami through the Pacific Ocean, which left Hawaiian residents 


scrambling to find higher ground after the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center issued a tsunami warning 


earlier in the day. However, the AP has reported that the warning was later canceled, and little damage 


has been reported there thus far.


The earthquake in Chile matched one that struck off Ecuador’s coast in 1906 as the seventh-strongest 


ever recorded, according to the AP.


The largest earthquake ever recorded – a magnitude-9.5 quake that killed 1,655 people and left 2 million 


homeless – struck the same area of Chile on May 22, 1960, according to the AP. It caused a tsunami 


that killed people in Hawaii, Japan and the Philippines and caused damage along the United States’ west 


coast.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


Map locating epicenter of 8.8 magnitude earthquake in central Chile.
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UPDATED | UMass junior Rebecca L. Walsh 
studying in Chile is safe after massive quake


By: Matt Rocheleau  | February 27, 2010 |  


A University of Massachusetts 


junior studying abroad in Chile 


said she is safe after the South 


American nation was rocked by 


one of the strongest 


earthquakes ever recorded over 


the weekend.


Rebecca L. Walsh, 20, of 


Lowell, Mass., was in Santiago, 


Chile – the nation’s capital and 


largest city – when an 8.8-


magnitude earthquake hit early 


Saturday morning, killing an 


estimated 708 people, 


displacing 2 million and severely 


damaging around 500,000 


homes, according to the 


Associated Press (AP).


Walsh, a Spanish and sociology 


double major, arrived in Chile 


on Thursday


“I’m fine, all is well,” said 


Walsh in a Facebook message 


to the Collegian yesterday. “As 


bad as the news is, I didn’t go 


through that bad of an 


experience.” 


The worst part of it, she said, 


was that she was out with 


friends and far from the hotel 


when the quake hit.


“We stayed away from the 


buildings as much as possible, 


just in case of falling rubble,” 


said Walsh. “We ended up walking back to the hotel when the sun came up and got to see a lot of the 


damage before it was cleaned up.” 


The structural integrity of the hotel she was staying in was questionable, so she said she and her friends 


left as soon as they could.


“Luckily, the building codes in Chile are really strict, and I didn’t see any serious damage,” she added. 


Walsh and the other students in the study abroad program will be going to meet their host families today 


in Valparaíso and Viña del Mar, Chile. Walsh will be staying in the coastal city of Valparaíso, where she 


will live until the study abroad program ends in July


“Unfortunately, two of the families – we don’t know which yet – are currently looking for new homes 


because theirs sustained too much damage,” she said. 


The hotel she was staying in is an all-inclusive resort hotel, “which is really bizarre, considering the 


country is in a disaster mode,” she said. 


“Having this many people so worried is really weird for me,” Walsh added. “We finally have Internet, 


which is nice because I’ve been able to actually talk to my family.” 


Walsh’s boyfriend, Kenneth Burdett, a UMass junior and nursing major from Branford, Conn., said his 


mom called him Saturday when she heard the reports of the earthquake, and he was relieved when 


Walsh’s sister, Theresa Walsh, called him later that day to say his girlfriend was safe. 


Burdett, who said he has been in a relationship with Walsh since fall 2009, told the Collegian he has 


spoken with Rebecca Walsh several times since Saturday’s earthquake. 


“She sounded pretty calm,” said Burdett in a phone interview late afternoon on Saturday. “Her hotel had 


some structural damage, but I don’t think anyone around where she’s staying was injured.” 


Walsh said the best thing members of the UMass community can do is to help support and donate to the 


various ongoing relief efforts there.


A $10 donation will be made to the Red Cross’ relief efforts in Chile from those who text “CHILE” to 


90999. Other organizations, including Habitat for Humanity, World Vision, Salvation Army and The 


United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), set up similar donation systems for mobile phone users. A 


list of some of the agencies providing aid in Chile is available here and here.


“Honestly, what I’ve been through hasn’t been too traumatic, and I just hope that this gets people to help


out those who have been truly affected more towards the south,” Walsh said. 


“Maybe the weirdest thing about this whole experience has been talking to Chileans, who showed up to 


work in the hotels we’re staying in, despite having family in the worst-struck areas who they hadn’t 


been able to talk to yet,” she added. “One woman apologized to me for not having clean towels for us, 


because some of the staff hadn’t shown up to work. It was like ‘Are you kidding? I can’t believe you’re


even here.’” 


Walsh was one of 14 UMass students who received funding to study abroad this semester through the 


Gilman Scholarship program, said a December 2009 University press release. The other 13 students who


received the scholarship are studying abroad elsewhere.


A U.S. Geological Survey geophysicist told the AP that the Chilean quake was hundreds of times more 


powerful than the Jan. 12 magnitude-7 earthquake that devastated Haiti. However, the one that struck 


Chile Saturday hit deeper below the Earth’s surface and has cost far fewer lives. 


The quake was felt as far away as Sao Paulo, Brazil, which is about 1,800 miles east of the earthquake’s


epicenter, according to the AP. Santiago is about 200 miles northeast of the epicenter, while Valparaíso 


is about 75 miles west of the capital city. The full extent of the damage remains unclear as Chile has 


been struck by more than 50 powerful aftershocks throughout the day, said AP reports.


Saturday’s quake also sent a tsunami through the Pacific Ocean, which left Hawaiian residents 


scrambling to find higher ground after the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center issued a tsunami warning 


earlier in the day. However, the AP has reported that the warning was later canceled, and little damage 


has been reported there thus far.


The earthquake in Chile matched one that struck off Ecuador’s coast in 1906 as the seventh-strongest 


ever recorded, according to the AP.


The largest earthquake ever recorded – a magnitude-9.5 quake that killed 1,655 people and left 2 million 


homeless – struck the same area of Chile on May 22, 1960, according to the AP. It caused a tsunami 


that killed people in Hawaii, Japan and the Philippines and caused damage along the United States’ west 


coast.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


Map locating epicenter of 8.8 magnitude earthquake in central Chile.
(MCT) 
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University President Jack M. Wilson to step down 
in 2011
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  March 02, 2010 |  


University of Massachusetts President Jack M. Wilson announced yesterday he will step down after 


eight years as head of the five­campus system when his current term ends in June 2011.


“It has been an honor and privilege to serve as a steward of this University,” said President Wilson in a 


University press release on Monday. “It has been a joy to work on behalf of the students, faculty and 


staff of the University through the good times and through the challenges. But now it is time for me to 


prepare to hand the baton to the next President.” 


Wilson’s contract required that he declare his future plans by the end of this coming June, so that the 


University would have adequate time to arrange for his successor, if necessary, before his term ends 


June 30, 2011.


Because Wilson said Monday he will not return after June 2011, the University subsequently announced 


that a search committee, which will include students, faculty and staff, will be formed and a consultant 


hired to take part in a national search for a replacement.


A 64­year­old physicist and career educator, Wilson has been University president since September 


2003. During his tenure, the release said, he has emphasized access and affordability for students, has 


focused on research and innovation, and has supported a capital program aimed at providing new 


facilities and renovations on all five campuses.


He said he is particularly proud of the University’s increased enrollment and financial aid availability. This


academic year the University has met 93 percent of students’ demonstrated financial need – a new 


record for UMass and “a number far higher than any of the other public universities in the region,” he 


said.


However, Wilson has also faced criticism, including recent revelations that his overall compensation level


increased by 15 percent last year – the same year in which the University faced major budget cuts and 


enacted both a student fee increase and a salary freeze for UMass faculty and employees.


“Leaving at this time is a bit easier knowing that there is a uniquely qualified leadership team of 


chancellors guiding the five campuses. I have complete confidence in their ability to continue the 


progress that we have seen on the campuses, and I know that the Board of Trustees shares my 


confidence in their superb leadership and in the prospects for the future,” Wilson said. 


“I assure you that I gave this very serious consideration but have concluded that this is the time for a 


change. I am very proud of what we have accomplished together,” Wilson added. 


He will continue to serve as president until his current term expires. Over the course of the next year, 


Wilson will consider future opportunities both at and beyond the University, according to the release.


Gov. Deval Patrick and Board of Trustees Chairman Robert J. Manning applauded Wilson’s 


achievements during his time as president, according to yesterday’s release. 


“By any measure – enrollment, endowment, test scores or capital improvements – Jack Wilson’s tenure 


has moved the University of Massachusetts forward,” said Patrick. “He has been a terrific partner in our 


shared commitment to making the public higher education system in Massachusetts a national model for 


excellence while keeping it affordable and accessible for our students,” 


Wilson joined the University in 2001 to become the founding CEO of UMassOnline, the University’s 


distance­education program.


He said he is looking forward to working with students and working on the technology, innovation and 


economic development issues that have interested him throughout his career.


“At my core, I am an educator, and I look forward to being able to focus on teaching and to advancing 


research,” said Wilson in the release. “I feel that it will soon be time to open a new chapter in my 


career.” 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


2 Responses to “University President Jack M. Wilson to step down in 2011” 


Bob says: 


March 2, 2010 at 5:29 am


If Jack M. Wilson really wanted to help UMass he would leave now and save the University 


one­half billion dollars (his current annual salary). I mean really, what has he done? What will he 


accomplish in 12 months as a lame duck ?


­Bob


orange_cone says:  


March 3, 2010 at 8:35 am 


Something finally goes right for UMass and maybe there will now be a real leader.
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University President Jack M. Wilson to step down 
in 2011
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  March 02, 2010 |  


University of Massachusetts President Jack M. Wilson announced yesterday he will step down after 


eight years as head of the five­campus system when his current term ends in June 2011.


“It has been an honor and privilege to serve as a steward of this University,” said President Wilson in a 


University press release on Monday. “It has been a joy to work on behalf of the students, faculty and 


staff of the University through the good times and through the challenges. But now it is time for me to 


prepare to hand the baton to the next President.” 


Wilson’s contract required that he declare his future plans by the end of this coming June, so that the 


University would have adequate time to arrange for his successor, if necessary, before his term ends 


June 30, 2011.


Because Wilson said Monday he will not return after June 2011, the University subsequently announced 


that a search committee, which will include students, faculty and staff, will be formed and a consultant 


hired to take part in a national search for a replacement.


A 64­year­old physicist and career educator, Wilson has been University president since September 


2003. During his tenure, the release said, he has emphasized access and affordability for students, has 


focused on research and innovation, and has supported a capital program aimed at providing new 


facilities and renovations on all five campuses.


He said he is particularly proud of the University’s increased enrollment and financial aid availability. This


academic year the University has met 93 percent of students’ demonstrated financial need – a new 


record for UMass and “a number far higher than any of the other public universities in the region,” he 


said.


However, Wilson has also faced criticism, including recent revelations that his overall compensation level


increased by 15 percent last year – the same year in which the University faced major budget cuts and 


enacted both a student fee increase and a salary freeze for UMass faculty and employees.


“Leaving at this time is a bit easier knowing that there is a uniquely qualified leadership team of 


chancellors guiding the five campuses. I have complete confidence in their ability to continue the 


progress that we have seen on the campuses, and I know that the Board of Trustees shares my 


confidence in their superb leadership and in the prospects for the future,” Wilson said. 


“I assure you that I gave this very serious consideration but have concluded that this is the time for a 


change. I am very proud of what we have accomplished together,” Wilson added. 


He will continue to serve as president until his current term expires. Over the course of the next year, 


Wilson will consider future opportunities both at and beyond the University, according to the release.


Gov. Deval Patrick and Board of Trustees Chairman Robert J. Manning applauded Wilson’s 


achievements during his time as president, according to yesterday’s release. 


“By any measure – enrollment, endowment, test scores or capital improvements – Jack Wilson’s tenure 


has moved the University of Massachusetts forward,” said Patrick. “He has been a terrific partner in our 


shared commitment to making the public higher education system in Massachusetts a national model for 


excellence while keeping it affordable and accessible for our students,” 


Wilson joined the University in 2001 to become the founding CEO of UMassOnline, the University’s 


distance­education program.


He said he is looking forward to working with students and working on the technology, innovation and 


economic development issues that have interested him throughout his career.


“At my core, I am an educator, and I look forward to being able to focus on teaching and to advancing 


research,” said Wilson in the release. “I feel that it will soon be time to open a new chapter in my 


career.” 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


2 Responses to “University President Jack M. Wilson to step down in 2011” 


Bob says: 


March 2, 2010 at 5:29 am


If Jack M. Wilson really wanted to help UMass he would leave now and save the University 


one­half billion dollars (his current annual salary). I mean really, what has he done? What will he 


accomplish in 12 months as a lame duck ?


­Bob


orange_cone says:  


March 3, 2010 at 8:35 am 


Something finally goes right for UMass and maybe there will now be a real leader.
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UMass mum on mishandling of sexual assault case
By: Matt Rocheleau, Alyssa Creamer and Hannah McGoldrick  | March 03, 2010 |  


[*This story has been updated to reflect Wednesday's announcement from that University that a 
meeting scheduled for Thursday from 5 to 6 p.m. to discuss the mishandling of a sexual assault case will 
be open to the campus community in Campus Center Room 101.]


The assistant dean who reportedly handed down the wrong sanction to a student that allegedly confessed


to rape said yesterday she wanted to speak to the press, but is being prevented from doing so by 


administrators. And, repeated requests for further information regarding how the case was mishandled 


have been thwarted thus far by multiple campus officials.


A University of Massachusetts student confessed to raping a friend and former student in the fall and 


was mistakenly given a deferred suspension, according an article  by the New England Center for 
Investigative Reporting (NECIR) at Boston University published late last week. University officials 


allowed him to stay on campus, a move that now has administrators reexamining UMass’ sanctioning 


policies and procedures, as reported in Friday’s Collegian . 


Assistant Dean of Students Christina Willenbrock, according to NECIR, handled the case, did not 


properly report it to her superior and decided on the sanction – which notifies students that a subsequent


violation of the University’s conduct code will result in suspension – ultimately given to the accused 


student.


Willenbrock reluctantly declined to comment to Collegian reporters who visited her South Hadley home 


yesterday.


“The University won’t let me speak about it,” she said. “I would love to tell you all my opinions and 


thoughts on the matter, but I really can’t.” 


Campus spokesman Edward Blaguszewski confirmed that Willenbrock has had discussions with the 


Dean of Students office, but declined to comment on Willenbrock’s allegation that the University is 


preventing her from discussing the incident because he said he is “not familiar with the details of that.” 


The University has repeatedly refused to confirm NECIR’s reports that the case was handled by 


Willenbrock, and has also declined to disclose any disciplinary action that might have or could be taken 


against administrators who mishandled the case. UMass is not legally required to withhold that 


information, but rather it is UMass’ choice to do so and is consistent with how UMass handles what it 


considers personnel matters,  Blaguszewski said.


The Dean of Students office has also been silent on the issue. Assistant Dean of Students, Shawn 


McGuirk said Thursday questions regarding the matter will not be handled by the Dean of Students’ 


office and referred questions to Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs and Campus Life Jean Kim.


However, UMass will hold a meeting open to all campus community members Thursday from 5 to 6 


p.m. “to discuss the sexual assault that has recently been reported in the media,” according to e-mails 


sent this morning from the office of Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs and Campus Life Jean Kim.


Collegian reporters and several Student Government Association (SGA) officials were invited to the 


meeting in an e-mail sent Tuesday, but campus officials today opened the meeting to the entire 


community and have relocated it from a smaller conference room to Campus Center Room 101 “to 


accommodate as many students as possible,” said an e-mail. 


Both Kim and Dean of Students Jo-Anne T. Vanin “will be available to answer questions and to address 


any concerns you may have on this issue,” said an e-mail. 


The deferred suspension sanction did not follow the proper procedure to necessitate a final review and 


decision by Dean of Students Jo-Anne T. Vanin, said Kim.


Kim said last week there was no one individual to blame for what she said was too lenient of a 


punishment and a regrettable situation. She said the blame instead goes to how the administrative process


was set up.


“Personally, I do not believe the sanction matched the misconduct,” Kim said. 


“I can’t explain why it happened. I don’t know,” added Kim Thursday of the failure to have the case 


follow proper protocol. “We take the situation of sexual assault and the safety of all of students very 


seriously.” 


However, the University cannot change or add to the sanctions already handed down through the student


judicial system because, as Kim explained last week, there is no appeal process allowed to any person 


other than the accused.


The Collegian in an interview with Kim Thursday was told and reported that the school could not release 


the names of the two students involved because they were legally prohibited under the Family 


Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).


However, with assistance from the NECIR the Collegian has found, and the University subsequently 


confirmed, that the federal privacy law does not apply in this case. UMass is instead choosing to not 


release the names case “due to privacy considerations,” Blaguszewski said Tuesday. 


“We are confirming, as allowed by FERPA, that a UMass Amherst student was found responsible for 


sexual assault and received a deferred suspension. The victim was a UMass alumna, and the incident 


occurred during Homecoming Weekend,” said an e-mail press release sent to media members last week. 


Kim also confirmed that the accused student is currently enrolled, living on campus and expected to 


graduate in May. She added that the victim initially went to UMPD first, but later decided against 


pursuing criminal charges.


FERPA does, however, prohibit the University from confirming NECIR’s reports that the act allegedly 


committed was a felony rape, that it happened in North Apartments Building C on Oct. 16, 2009, and 


that the victim reported the incident in November, according to Blaguszewski, who said he consulted 


with UMass’s lawyer on the matter. 


The only information the University is allowed to release or confirm under FERPA is the accused 


suspect’s name, the sanction given to the student found responsible, and the name of the violation the 


student was found responsible for under UMass’ Code of Student Conduct (CSC) – which is only 


specified in the CSC as sexual assault, said Blaguszewski. There is no violation in the CSC that specifies 


what form of sexual assault a student is accused of or found responsible for.


According to a 1998 FERPA amendment, colleges and universities are not prevented from speaking 


about disciplinary matters if those matters involve a violent offense – such as sexual assault – and if the 


accused student is found to be in violation of the school’s conduct code – as University officials said 


happened in this case.


The amendment, 20 U.S.C. 1232g (6)(B), states, “Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit 


an institution of postsecondary education from disclosing the final results of any disciplinary proceeding 


conducted by such institution against a student who is an alleged perpetrator of any crime of violence (as


that term is defined in section 16 of title 18, United States Code), or a nonforcible sex offense, if the 


institution determines as a result of that disciplinary proceeding that the student committed a violation of 


the institution’s rules or policies with respect to such crime or offense.” 


“In short, FERPA does not require the University to release the name, charge, or sanction connected to a


student disciplinary case,” said Blaguszewski in an e-mail yesterday. 


The University has since tried to clarify misconceptions among its own leaders about why the University


is not explaining the incident further.


In an e-mail titled “Daily Collegian Sexual Assault Articles” sent to Housing and Residence Life staff 


Friday by Associate Director for Residence Life Laura Giles said, “The law requires that details of the 


proceedings be confidential.” 


Blaguszewski confirmed last night that this statement – which “was the longstanding guidance and 


practice [UMass] was given” –  is no longer true under FERPA and that campus officials have since 


been briefed on the law’s 1998 amendment. 


“There was no intent to misguide anyone,” Blaguszewski said yesterday. 


Last week, the Center for Public Integrity’s Executive Director Bill Buzenberg said in a press release, 


“The full extent of campus sexual assault is often hidden by secret proceedings, shoddy record-keeping, 


and an indifferent bureaucracy.” 


According to the release from center, which was among the collaborative media outlets involved in a 


larger component of the investigative piece on sexual assaults on college campuses in last week’s Globe, 


“Students found ‘responsible’ for sexual assaults on campus often face little or no punishment from 


school judicial systems, while their victims’ lives are frequently turned upside down.” 


For continued coverage of this story, click here.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. Alyssa Creamer can be reached at 
acreamer@student.umass.edu. Hannah McGoldrick can be reached at hmcgoldr@student.umass.edu.


One Response to “UMass mum on mishandling of sexual assault case” 


Ed Cuttting says: 


March 3, 2010 at 2:52 am


First, I really do think that forwarding my past replies to everyone including the UM Director of 


Mental Health has a “chilling impact on free speech.” That, ladies, is a legal term, and I again call for a 


housecleaning in the Dean of Students Office and in Housing disServices as well.


And in perfect clarity so that no one can misinterpret a threat:  “FIRE” stands for Foundation for Individual 


Rights in Education.


Second, what you schmucks fail to understand is that I am not afraid of you anymore (Laura Giles, Jean 


Kim, that includes both of you too).  I’m just irritated and annoyed, dealing with lawyers and regulatory 


agencies is such a hassle when I could instead be doing my schoolwork so as to escape this 


purgutorial cesspool… 


Third, someone ought to be reading the Massachusetts State Whistleblower Act: 


http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/mgl/149-185.htm


UMASS CAN’T PREVENT YOU FROM TALKING ABOUT THIS!!!!! In fact, if they are in the process of firing 


you for something else and you go to the press with this, it precludes them from firing you…. 


Fourth, who is the perp? Who is protecting him? Why?


Fifth, this part about “nothing can be done” is complete bull****!  There is the whole realm of the 


criminal justice system. There are lesser involved offenses including “assault & battery” with which he 


(IS it a “he”) can be charged and be given the option of going to jail or quietly leaving UMass. THEY 


DON’T WANT TO DO ANYTHING! 


Sixth, this again shows the true incompetence of the UM administration. When is the last time that an 


administrator was fired for not doing her job, or for not taking responsibility for something?


Seventh, how much longer will UMass attempt to hide public information from student view? I am in 


possession of two different emails where university administrators ordered that I not be provided public 


information, in one case the number of parking spaces in Lot 71. I was writing a story for the now-


defunct Minuteman and it was a legitimate request – and someone somehow mistook Ed Cutting for 


Ed Blaguszewski and I literally received the email telling people not to tell me the number.


What is Laura Giles doing sending out an email telling people to not obey Massachusetts Law. (Not 


that Housing Services obeys Massachusetts Law much, anyway…. 


Eighth, where the hell was the ACT group on this? I say again that the group is nothing more than an 


out-of-control lynch mob because they apparently had time to lynch me while ignoring an actual rapist 


who actually did something to harm a UM student.  Unless we aren ’t willing to go with rape being 


harmful violence, you aren ’t alleging that, JoAnne, are you? 


Ninth, how do we know that Willenbrock DIDN ’T ask JoAnne about this case? She isn ’t being allowed 


to talk (in violation of the whistleblower law) and how do we know?


Tenth, is Jack Wilson falling on his sword for this? And why should he when it is people like Jean Kim, 


JoAnne Vanin and Laura Giles who bear responsiblity?


And folks, how much more are you going to try to do?


And yes, Ed Cutting apparently is a greater threat to public safety THAN A DAMN RAPIST because I ask 


dangerous questions.  I am a threat to their stable incompetence.


By contrast, who cares about an alumnus, who does ’t even go to school out here anymore, getting 


raped? It isn ’t like there is going to be any administrator affected and if the girl doesn ’t shut up, they can 


go after her friends for having too many beers in the refrigerator and threaten to trespass her from 


campus.


Parents reading this need to think long and hard about sending their daughters (and sons) out here. 


Yes women (and men) get raped on this campus, but women also get run over in crosswalks.  The 


question is what the university does about it, and it is real clear that they are far more interested in 


busting kids for empty beer bottles than rape…. 
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UMass mum on mishandling of sexual assault case
By: Matt Rocheleau, Alyssa Creamer and Hannah McGoldrick  | March 03, 2010 |  


[*This story has been updated to reflect Wednesday's announcement from that University that a 
meeting scheduled for Thursday from 5 to 6 p.m. to discuss the mishandling of a sexual assault case will 
be open to the campus community in Campus Center Room 101.]


The assistant dean who reportedly handed down the wrong sanction to a student that allegedly confessed


to rape said yesterday she wanted to speak to the press, but is being prevented from doing so by 


administrators. And, repeated requests for further information regarding how the case was mishandled 


have been thwarted thus far by multiple campus officials.


A University of Massachusetts student confessed to raping a friend and former student in the fall and 


was mistakenly given a deferred suspension, according an article  by the New England Center for 
Investigative Reporting (NECIR) at Boston University published late last week. University officials 


allowed him to stay on campus, a move that now has administrators reexamining UMass’ sanctioning 


policies and procedures, as reported in Friday’s Collegian . 


Assistant Dean of Students Christina Willenbrock, according to NECIR, handled the case, did not 


properly report it to her superior and decided on the sanction – which notifies students that a subsequent


violation of the University’s conduct code will result in suspension – ultimately given to the accused 


student.


Willenbrock reluctantly declined to comment to Collegian reporters who visited her South Hadley home 


yesterday.


“The University won’t let me speak about it,” she said. “I would love to tell you all my opinions and 


thoughts on the matter, but I really can’t.” 


Campus spokesman Edward Blaguszewski confirmed that Willenbrock has had discussions with the 


Dean of Students office, but declined to comment on Willenbrock’s allegation that the University is 


preventing her from discussing the incident because he said he is “not familiar with the details of that.” 


The University has repeatedly refused to confirm NECIR’s reports that the case was handled by 


Willenbrock, and has also declined to disclose any disciplinary action that might have or could be taken 


against administrators who mishandled the case. UMass is not legally required to withhold that 


information, but rather it is UMass’ choice to do so and is consistent with how UMass handles what it 


considers personnel matters,  Blaguszewski said.


The Dean of Students office has also been silent on the issue. Assistant Dean of Students, Shawn 


McGuirk said Thursday questions regarding the matter will not be handled by the Dean of Students’ 


office and referred questions to Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs and Campus Life Jean Kim.


However, UMass will hold a meeting open to all campus community members Thursday from 5 to 6 


p.m. “to discuss the sexual assault that has recently been reported in the media,” according to e-mails 


sent this morning from the office of Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs and Campus Life Jean Kim.


Collegian reporters and several Student Government Association (SGA) officials were invited to the 


meeting in an e-mail sent Tuesday, but campus officials today opened the meeting to the entire 


community and have relocated it from a smaller conference room to Campus Center Room 101 “to 


accommodate as many students as possible,” said an e-mail. 


Both Kim and Dean of Students Jo-Anne T. Vanin “will be available to answer questions and to address 


any concerns you may have on this issue,” said an e-mail. 


The deferred suspension sanction did not follow the proper procedure to necessitate a final review and 


decision by Dean of Students Jo-Anne T. Vanin, said Kim.


Kim said last week there was no one individual to blame for what she said was too lenient of a 


punishment and a regrettable situation. She said the blame instead goes to how the administrative process


was set up.


“Personally, I do not believe the sanction matched the misconduct,” Kim said. 


“I can’t explain why it happened. I don’t know,” added Kim Thursday of the failure to have the case 


follow proper protocol. “We take the situation of sexual assault and the safety of all of students very 


seriously.” 


However, the University cannot change or add to the sanctions already handed down through the student


judicial system because, as Kim explained last week, there is no appeal process allowed to any person 


other than the accused.


The Collegian in an interview with Kim Thursday was told and reported that the school could not release 


the names of the two students involved because they were legally prohibited under the Family 


Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).


However, with assistance from the NECIR the Collegian has found, and the University subsequently 


confirmed, that the federal privacy law does not apply in this case. UMass is instead choosing to not 


release the names case “due to privacy considerations,” Blaguszewski said Tuesday. 


“We are confirming, as allowed by FERPA, that a UMass Amherst student was found responsible for 


sexual assault and received a deferred suspension. The victim was a UMass alumna, and the incident 


occurred during Homecoming Weekend,” said an e-mail press release sent to media members last week. 


Kim also confirmed that the accused student is currently enrolled, living on campus and expected to 


graduate in May. She added that the victim initially went to UMPD first, but later decided against 


pursuing criminal charges.


FERPA does, however, prohibit the University from confirming NECIR’s reports that the act allegedly 


committed was a felony rape, that it happened in North Apartments Building C on Oct. 16, 2009, and 


that the victim reported the incident in November, according to Blaguszewski, who said he consulted 


with UMass’s lawyer on the matter. 


The only information the University is allowed to release or confirm under FERPA is the accused 


suspect’s name, the sanction given to the student found responsible, and the name of the violation the 


student was found responsible for under UMass’ Code of Student Conduct (CSC) – which is only 


specified in the CSC as sexual assault, said Blaguszewski. There is no violation in the CSC that specifies 


what form of sexual assault a student is accused of or found responsible for.


According to a 1998 FERPA amendment, colleges and universities are not prevented from speaking 


about disciplinary matters if those matters involve a violent offense – such as sexual assault – and if the 


accused student is found to be in violation of the school’s conduct code – as University officials said 


happened in this case.


The amendment, 20 U.S.C. 1232g (6)(B), states, “Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit 


an institution of postsecondary education from disclosing the final results of any disciplinary proceeding 


conducted by such institution against a student who is an alleged perpetrator of any crime of violence (as


that term is defined in section 16 of title 18, United States Code), or a nonforcible sex offense, if the 


institution determines as a result of that disciplinary proceeding that the student committed a violation of 


the institution’s rules or policies with respect to such crime or offense.” 


“In short, FERPA does not require the University to release the name, charge, or sanction connected to a


student disciplinary case,” said Blaguszewski in an e-mail yesterday. 


The University has since tried to clarify misconceptions among its own leaders about why the University


is not explaining the incident further.


In an e-mail titled “Daily Collegian Sexual Assault Articles” sent to Housing and Residence Life staff 


Friday by Associate Director for Residence Life Laura Giles said, “The law requires that details of the 


proceedings be confidential.” 


Blaguszewski confirmed last night that this statement – which “was the longstanding guidance and 


practice [UMass] was given” –  is no longer true under FERPA and that campus officials have since 


been briefed on the law’s 1998 amendment. 


“There was no intent to misguide anyone,” Blaguszewski said yesterday. 


Last week, the Center for Public Integrity’s Executive Director Bill Buzenberg said in a press release, 


“The full extent of campus sexual assault is often hidden by secret proceedings, shoddy record-keeping, 


and an indifferent bureaucracy.” 


According to the release from center, which was among the collaborative media outlets involved in a 


larger component of the investigative piece on sexual assaults on college campuses in last week’s Globe, 


“Students found ‘responsible’ for sexual assaults on campus often face little or no punishment from 


school judicial systems, while their victims’ lives are frequently turned upside down.” 


For continued coverage of this story, click here.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. Alyssa Creamer can be reached at 
acreamer@student.umass.edu. Hannah McGoldrick can be reached at hmcgoldr@student.umass.edu.


One Response to “UMass mum on mishandling of sexual assault case” 


Ed Cuttting says: 


March 3, 2010 at 2:52 am


First, I really do think that forwarding my past replies to everyone including the UM Director of 


Mental Health has a “chilling impact on free speech.” That, ladies, is a legal term, and I again call for a 


housecleaning in the Dean of Students Office and in Housing disServices as well.


And in perfect clarity so that no one can misinterpret a threat:  “FIRE” stands for Foundation for Individual 


Rights in Education.


Second, what you schmucks fail to understand is that I am not afraid of you anymore (Laura Giles, Jean 


Kim, that includes both of you too).  I’m just irritated and annoyed, dealing with lawyers and regulatory 


agencies is such a hassle when I could instead be doing my schoolwork so as to escape this 


purgutorial cesspool… 


Third, someone ought to be reading the Massachusetts State Whistleblower Act: 


http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/mgl/149-185.htm


UMASS CAN’T PREVENT YOU FROM TALKING ABOUT THIS!!!!! In fact, if they are in the process of firing 


you for something else and you go to the press with this, it precludes them from firing you…. 


Fourth, who is the perp? Who is protecting him? Why?


Fifth, this part about “nothing can be done” is complete bull****!  There is the whole realm of the 


criminal justice system. There are lesser involved offenses including “assault & battery” with which he 


(IS it a “he”) can be charged and be given the option of going to jail or quietly leaving UMass. THEY 


DON’T WANT TO DO ANYTHING! 


Sixth, this again shows the true incompetence of the UM administration. When is the last time that an 


administrator was fired for not doing her job, or for not taking responsibility for something?


Seventh, how much longer will UMass attempt to hide public information from student view? I am in 


possession of two different emails where university administrators ordered that I not be provided public 


information, in one case the number of parking spaces in Lot 71. I was writing a story for the now-


defunct Minuteman and it was a legitimate request – and someone somehow mistook Ed Cutting for 


Ed Blaguszewski and I literally received the email telling people not to tell me the number.


What is Laura Giles doing sending out an email telling people to not obey Massachusetts Law. (Not 


that Housing Services obeys Massachusetts Law much, anyway…. 


Eighth, where the hell was the ACT group on this? I say again that the group is nothing more than an 


out-of-control lynch mob because they apparently had time to lynch me while ignoring an actual rapist 


who actually did something to harm a UM student.  Unless we aren ’t willing to go with rape being 


harmful violence, you aren ’t alleging that, JoAnne, are you? 


Ninth, how do we know that Willenbrock DIDN ’T ask JoAnne about this case? She isn ’t being allowed 


to talk (in violation of the whistleblower law) and how do we know?


Tenth, is Jack Wilson falling on his sword for this? And why should he when it is people like Jean Kim, 


JoAnne Vanin and Laura Giles who bear responsiblity?


And folks, how much more are you going to try to do?


And yes, Ed Cutting apparently is a greater threat to public safety THAN A DAMN RAPIST because I ask 


dangerous questions.  I am a threat to their stable incompetence.


By contrast, who cares about an alumnus, who does ’t even go to school out here anymore, getting 


raped? It isn ’t like there is going to be any administrator affected and if the girl doesn ’t shut up, they can 


go after her friends for having too many beers in the refrigerator and threaten to trespass her from 


campus.


Parents reading this need to think long and hard about sending their daughters (and sons) out here. 


Yes women (and men) get raped on this campus, but women also get run over in crosswalks.  The 


question is what the university does about it, and it is real clear that they are far more interested in 


busting kids for empty beer bottles than rape…. 
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UMass mum on mishandling of sexual assault case
By: Matt Rocheleau, Alyssa Creamer and Hannah McGoldrick  | March 03, 2010 |  


[*This story has been updated to reflect Wednesday's announcement from that University that a 
meeting scheduled for Thursday from 5 to 6 p.m. to discuss the mishandling of a sexual assault case will 
be open to the campus community in Campus Center Room 101.]


The assistant dean who reportedly handed down the wrong sanction to a student that allegedly confessed


to rape said yesterday she wanted to speak to the press, but is being prevented from doing so by 


administrators. And, repeated requests for further information regarding how the case was mishandled 


have been thwarted thus far by multiple campus officials.


A University of Massachusetts student confessed to raping a friend and former student in the fall and 


was mistakenly given a deferred suspension, according an article  by the New England Center for 
Investigative Reporting (NECIR) at Boston University published late last week. University officials 


allowed him to stay on campus, a move that now has administrators reexamining UMass’ sanctioning 


policies and procedures, as reported in Friday’s Collegian . 


Assistant Dean of Students Christina Willenbrock, according to NECIR, handled the case, did not 


properly report it to her superior and decided on the sanction – which notifies students that a subsequent


violation of the University’s conduct code will result in suspension – ultimately given to the accused 


student.


Willenbrock reluctantly declined to comment to Collegian reporters who visited her South Hadley home 


yesterday.


“The University won’t let me speak about it,” she said. “I would love to tell you all my opinions and 


thoughts on the matter, but I really can’t.” 


Campus spokesman Edward Blaguszewski confirmed that Willenbrock has had discussions with the 


Dean of Students office, but declined to comment on Willenbrock’s allegation that the University is 


preventing her from discussing the incident because he said he is “not familiar with the details of that.” 


The University has repeatedly refused to confirm NECIR’s reports that the case was handled by 


Willenbrock, and has also declined to disclose any disciplinary action that might have or could be taken 


against administrators who mishandled the case. UMass is not legally required to withhold that 


information, but rather it is UMass’ choice to do so and is consistent with how UMass handles what it 


considers personnel matters,  Blaguszewski said.


The Dean of Students office has also been silent on the issue. Assistant Dean of Students, Shawn 


McGuirk said Thursday questions regarding the matter will not be handled by the Dean of Students’ 


office and referred questions to Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs and Campus Life Jean Kim.


However, UMass will hold a meeting open to all campus community members Thursday from 5 to 6 


p.m. “to discuss the sexual assault that has recently been reported in the media,” according to e-mails 


sent this morning from the office of Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs and Campus Life Jean Kim.


Collegian reporters and several Student Government Association (SGA) officials were invited to the 


meeting in an e-mail sent Tuesday, but campus officials today opened the meeting to the entire 


community and have relocated it from a smaller conference room to Campus Center Room 101 “to 


accommodate as many students as possible,” said an e-mail. 


Both Kim and Dean of Students Jo-Anne T. Vanin “will be available to answer questions and to address 


any concerns you may have on this issue,” said an e-mail. 


The deferred suspension sanction did not follow the proper procedure to necessitate a final review and 


decision by Dean of Students Jo-Anne T. Vanin, said Kim.


Kim said last week there was no one individual to blame for what she said was too lenient of a 


punishment and a regrettable situation. She said the blame instead goes to how the administrative process


was set up.


“Personally, I do not believe the sanction matched the misconduct,” Kim said. 


“I can’t explain why it happened. I don’t know,” added Kim Thursday of the failure to have the case 


follow proper protocol. “We take the situation of sexual assault and the safety of all of students very 


seriously.” 


However, the University cannot change or add to the sanctions already handed down through the student


judicial system because, as Kim explained last week, there is no appeal process allowed to any person 


other than the accused.


The Collegian in an interview with Kim Thursday was told and reported that the school could not release 


the names of the two students involved because they were legally prohibited under the Family 


Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).


However, with assistance from the NECIR the Collegian has found, and the University subsequently 


confirmed, that the federal privacy law does not apply in this case. UMass is instead choosing to not 


release the names case “due to privacy considerations,” Blaguszewski said Tuesday. 


“We are confirming, as allowed by FERPA, that a UMass Amherst student was found responsible for 


sexual assault and received a deferred suspension. The victim was a UMass alumna, and the incident 


occurred during Homecoming Weekend,” said an e-mail press release sent to media members last week. 


Kim also confirmed that the accused student is currently enrolled, living on campus and expected to 


graduate in May. She added that the victim initially went to UMPD first, but later decided against 


pursuing criminal charges.


FERPA does, however, prohibit the University from confirming NECIR’s reports that the act allegedly 


committed was a felony rape, that it happened in North Apartments Building C on Oct. 16, 2009, and 


that the victim reported the incident in November, according to Blaguszewski, who said he consulted 


with UMass’s lawyer on the matter. 


The only information the University is allowed to release or confirm under FERPA is the accused 


suspect’s name, the sanction given to the student found responsible, and the name of the violation the 


student was found responsible for under UMass’ Code of Student Conduct (CSC) – which is only 


specified in the CSC as sexual assault, said Blaguszewski. There is no violation in the CSC that specifies 


what form of sexual assault a student is accused of or found responsible for.


According to a 1998 FERPA amendment, colleges and universities are not prevented from speaking 


about disciplinary matters if those matters involve a violent offense – such as sexual assault – and if the 


accused student is found to be in violation of the school’s conduct code – as University officials said 


happened in this case.


The amendment, 20 U.S.C. 1232g (6)(B), states, “Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit 


an institution of postsecondary education from disclosing the final results of any disciplinary proceeding 


conducted by such institution against a student who is an alleged perpetrator of any crime of violence (as


that term is defined in section 16 of title 18, United States Code), or a nonforcible sex offense, if the 


institution determines as a result of that disciplinary proceeding that the student committed a violation of 


the institution’s rules or policies with respect to such crime or offense.” 


“In short, FERPA does not require the University to release the name, charge, or sanction connected to a


student disciplinary case,” said Blaguszewski in an e-mail yesterday. 


The University has since tried to clarify misconceptions among its own leaders about why the University


is not explaining the incident further.


In an e-mail titled “Daily Collegian Sexual Assault Articles” sent to Housing and Residence Life staff 


Friday by Associate Director for Residence Life Laura Giles said, “The law requires that details of the 


proceedings be confidential.” 


Blaguszewski confirmed last night that this statement – which “was the longstanding guidance and 


practice [UMass] was given” –  is no longer true under FERPA and that campus officials have since 


been briefed on the law’s 1998 amendment. 


“There was no intent to misguide anyone,” Blaguszewski said yesterday. 


Last week, the Center for Public Integrity’s Executive Director Bill Buzenberg said in a press release, 


“The full extent of campus sexual assault is often hidden by secret proceedings, shoddy record-keeping, 


and an indifferent bureaucracy.” 


According to the release from center, which was among the collaborative media outlets involved in a 


larger component of the investigative piece on sexual assaults on college campuses in last week’s Globe, 


“Students found ‘responsible’ for sexual assaults on campus often face little or no punishment from 


school judicial systems, while their victims’ lives are frequently turned upside down.” 


For continued coverage of this story, click here.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. Alyssa Creamer can be reached at 
acreamer@student.umass.edu. Hannah McGoldrick can be reached at hmcgoldr@student.umass.edu.


One Response to “UMass mum on mishandling of sexual assault case” 


Ed Cuttting says: 


March 3, 2010 at 2:52 am


First, I really do think that forwarding my past replies to everyone including the UM Director of 


Mental Health has a “chilling impact on free speech.” That, ladies, is a legal term, and I again call for a 


housecleaning in the Dean of Students Office and in Housing disServices as well.


And in perfect clarity so that no one can misinterpret a threat:  “FIRE” stands for Foundation for Individual 


Rights in Education.


Second, what you schmucks fail to understand is that I am not afraid of you anymore (Laura Giles, Jean 


Kim, that includes both of you too).  I’m just irritated and annoyed, dealing with lawyers and regulatory 


agencies is such a hassle when I could instead be doing my schoolwork so as to escape this 


purgutorial cesspool… 


Third, someone ought to be reading the Massachusetts State Whistleblower Act: 


http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/mgl/149-185.htm


UMASS CAN’T PREVENT YOU FROM TALKING ABOUT THIS!!!!! In fact, if they are in the process of firing 


you for something else and you go to the press with this, it precludes them from firing you…. 


Fourth, who is the perp? Who is protecting him? Why?


Fifth, this part about “nothing can be done” is complete bull****!  There is the whole realm of the 


criminal justice system. There are lesser involved offenses including “assault & battery” with which he 


(IS it a “he”) can be charged and be given the option of going to jail or quietly leaving UMass. THEY 


DON’T WANT TO DO ANYTHING! 


Sixth, this again shows the true incompetence of the UM administration. When is the last time that an 


administrator was fired for not doing her job, or for not taking responsibility for something?


Seventh, how much longer will UMass attempt to hide public information from student view? I am in 


possession of two different emails where university administrators ordered that I not be provided public 


information, in one case the number of parking spaces in Lot 71. I was writing a story for the now-


defunct Minuteman and it was a legitimate request – and someone somehow mistook Ed Cutting for 


Ed Blaguszewski and I literally received the email telling people not to tell me the number.


What is Laura Giles doing sending out an email telling people to not obey Massachusetts Law. (Not 


that Housing Services obeys Massachusetts Law much, anyway…. 


Eighth, where the hell was the ACT group on this? I say again that the group is nothing more than an 


out-of-control lynch mob because they apparently had time to lynch me while ignoring an actual rapist 


who actually did something to harm a UM student.  Unless we aren ’t willing to go with rape being 


harmful violence, you aren ’t alleging that, JoAnne, are you? 


Ninth, how do we know that Willenbrock DIDN ’T ask JoAnne about this case? She isn ’t being allowed 


to talk (in violation of the whistleblower law) and how do we know?


Tenth, is Jack Wilson falling on his sword for this? And why should he when it is people like Jean Kim, 


JoAnne Vanin and Laura Giles who bear responsiblity?


And folks, how much more are you going to try to do?


And yes, Ed Cutting apparently is a greater threat to public safety THAN A DAMN RAPIST because I ask 


dangerous questions.  I am a threat to their stable incompetence.


By contrast, who cares about an alumnus, who does ’t even go to school out here anymore, getting 


raped? It isn ’t like there is going to be any administrator affected and if the girl doesn ’t shut up, they can 


go after her friends for having too many beers in the refrigerator and threaten to trespass her from 


campus.


Parents reading this need to think long and hard about sending their daughters (and sons) out here. 


Yes women (and men) get raped on this campus, but women also get run over in crosswalks.  The 


question is what the university does about it, and it is real clear that they are far more interested in 


busting kids for empty beer bottles than rape…. 
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UMass mum on mishandling of sexual assault case
By: Matt Rocheleau, Alyssa Creamer and Hannah McGoldrick  | March 03, 2010 |  


[*This story has been updated to reflect Wednesday's announcement from that University that a 
meeting scheduled for Thursday from 5 to 6 p.m. to discuss the mishandling of a sexual assault case will 
be open to the campus community in Campus Center Room 101.]


The assistant dean who reportedly handed down the wrong sanction to a student that allegedly confessed


to rape said yesterday she wanted to speak to the press, but is being prevented from doing so by 


administrators. And, repeated requests for further information regarding how the case was mishandled 


have been thwarted thus far by multiple campus officials.


A University of Massachusetts student confessed to raping a friend and former student in the fall and 


was mistakenly given a deferred suspension, according an article  by the New England Center for 
Investigative Reporting (NECIR) at Boston University published late last week. University officials 


allowed him to stay on campus, a move that now has administrators reexamining UMass’ sanctioning 


policies and procedures, as reported in Friday’s Collegian . 


Assistant Dean of Students Christina Willenbrock, according to NECIR, handled the case, did not 


properly report it to her superior and decided on the sanction – which notifies students that a subsequent


violation of the University’s conduct code will result in suspension – ultimately given to the accused 


student.


Willenbrock reluctantly declined to comment to Collegian reporters who visited her South Hadley home 


yesterday.


“The University won’t let me speak about it,” she said. “I would love to tell you all my opinions and 


thoughts on the matter, but I really can’t.” 


Campus spokesman Edward Blaguszewski confirmed that Willenbrock has had discussions with the 


Dean of Students office, but declined to comment on Willenbrock’s allegation that the University is 


preventing her from discussing the incident because he said he is “not familiar with the details of that.” 


The University has repeatedly refused to confirm NECIR’s reports that the case was handled by 


Willenbrock, and has also declined to disclose any disciplinary action that might have or could be taken 


against administrators who mishandled the case. UMass is not legally required to withhold that 


information, but rather it is UMass’ choice to do so and is consistent with how UMass handles what it 


considers personnel matters,  Blaguszewski said.


The Dean of Students office has also been silent on the issue. Assistant Dean of Students, Shawn 


McGuirk said Thursday questions regarding the matter will not be handled by the Dean of Students’ 


office and referred questions to Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs and Campus Life Jean Kim.


However, UMass will hold a meeting open to all campus community members Thursday from 5 to 6 


p.m. “to discuss the sexual assault that has recently been reported in the media,” according to e-mails 


sent this morning from the office of Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs and Campus Life Jean Kim.


Collegian reporters and several Student Government Association (SGA) officials were invited to the 


meeting in an e-mail sent Tuesday, but campus officials today opened the meeting to the entire 


community and have relocated it from a smaller conference room to Campus Center Room 101 “to 


accommodate as many students as possible,” said an e-mail. 


Both Kim and Dean of Students Jo-Anne T. Vanin “will be available to answer questions and to address 


any concerns you may have on this issue,” said an e-mail. 


The deferred suspension sanction did not follow the proper procedure to necessitate a final review and 


decision by Dean of Students Jo-Anne T. Vanin, said Kim.


Kim said last week there was no one individual to blame for what she said was too lenient of a 


punishment and a regrettable situation. She said the blame instead goes to how the administrative process


was set up.


“Personally, I do not believe the sanction matched the misconduct,” Kim said. 


“I can’t explain why it happened. I don’t know,” added Kim Thursday of the failure to have the case 


follow proper protocol. “We take the situation of sexual assault and the safety of all of students very 


seriously.” 


However, the University cannot change or add to the sanctions already handed down through the student


judicial system because, as Kim explained last week, there is no appeal process allowed to any person 


other than the accused.


The Collegian in an interview with Kim Thursday was told and reported that the school could not release 


the names of the two students involved because they were legally prohibited under the Family 


Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).


However, with assistance from the NECIR the Collegian has found, and the University subsequently 


confirmed, that the federal privacy law does not apply in this case. UMass is instead choosing to not 


release the names case “due to privacy considerations,” Blaguszewski said Tuesday. 


“We are confirming, as allowed by FERPA, that a UMass Amherst student was found responsible for 


sexual assault and received a deferred suspension. The victim was a UMass alumna, and the incident 


occurred during Homecoming Weekend,” said an e-mail press release sent to media members last week. 


Kim also confirmed that the accused student is currently enrolled, living on campus and expected to 


graduate in May. She added that the victim initially went to UMPD first, but later decided against 


pursuing criminal charges.


FERPA does, however, prohibit the University from confirming NECIR’s reports that the act allegedly 


committed was a felony rape, that it happened in North Apartments Building C on Oct. 16, 2009, and 


that the victim reported the incident in November, according to Blaguszewski, who said he consulted 


with UMass’s lawyer on the matter. 


The only information the University is allowed to release or confirm under FERPA is the accused 


suspect’s name, the sanction given to the student found responsible, and the name of the violation the 


student was found responsible for under UMass’ Code of Student Conduct (CSC) – which is only 


specified in the CSC as sexual assault, said Blaguszewski. There is no violation in the CSC that specifies 


what form of sexual assault a student is accused of or found responsible for.


According to a 1998 FERPA amendment, colleges and universities are not prevented from speaking 


about disciplinary matters if those matters involve a violent offense – such as sexual assault – and if the 


accused student is found to be in violation of the school’s conduct code – as University officials said 


happened in this case.


The amendment, 20 U.S.C. 1232g (6)(B), states, “Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit 


an institution of postsecondary education from disclosing the final results of any disciplinary proceeding 


conducted by such institution against a student who is an alleged perpetrator of any crime of violence (as


that term is defined in section 16 of title 18, United States Code), or a nonforcible sex offense, if the 


institution determines as a result of that disciplinary proceeding that the student committed a violation of 


the institution’s rules or policies with respect to such crime or offense.” 


“In short, FERPA does not require the University to release the name, charge, or sanction connected to a


student disciplinary case,” said Blaguszewski in an e-mail yesterday. 


The University has since tried to clarify misconceptions among its own leaders about why the University


is not explaining the incident further.


In an e-mail titled “Daily Collegian Sexual Assault Articles” sent to Housing and Residence Life staff 


Friday by Associate Director for Residence Life Laura Giles said, “The law requires that details of the 


proceedings be confidential.” 


Blaguszewski confirmed last night that this statement – which “was the longstanding guidance and 


practice [UMass] was given” –  is no longer true under FERPA and that campus officials have since 


been briefed on the law’s 1998 amendment. 


“There was no intent to misguide anyone,” Blaguszewski said yesterday. 


Last week, the Center for Public Integrity’s Executive Director Bill Buzenberg said in a press release, 


“The full extent of campus sexual assault is often hidden by secret proceedings, shoddy record-keeping, 


and an indifferent bureaucracy.” 


According to the release from center, which was among the collaborative media outlets involved in a 


larger component of the investigative piece on sexual assaults on college campuses in last week’s Globe, 


“Students found ‘responsible’ for sexual assaults on campus often face little or no punishment from 


school judicial systems, while their victims’ lives are frequently turned upside down.” 


For continued coverage of this story, click here.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. Alyssa Creamer can be reached at 
acreamer@student.umass.edu. Hannah McGoldrick can be reached at hmcgoldr@student.umass.edu.


One Response to “UMass mum on mishandling of sexual assault case” 


Ed Cuttting says: 


March 3, 2010 at 2:52 am


First, I really do think that forwarding my past replies to everyone including the UM Director of 


Mental Health has a “chilling impact on free speech.” That, ladies, is a legal term, and I again call for a 


housecleaning in the Dean of Students Office and in Housing disServices as well.


And in perfect clarity so that no one can misinterpret a threat:  “FIRE” stands for Foundation for Individual 


Rights in Education.


Second, what you schmucks fail to understand is that I am not afraid of you anymore (Laura Giles, Jean 


Kim, that includes both of you too).  I’m just irritated and annoyed, dealing with lawyers and regulatory 


agencies is such a hassle when I could instead be doing my schoolwork so as to escape this 


purgutorial cesspool… 


Third, someone ought to be reading the Massachusetts State Whistleblower Act: 


http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/mgl/149-185.htm


UMASS CAN’T PREVENT YOU FROM TALKING ABOUT THIS!!!!! In fact, if they are in the process of firing 


you for something else and you go to the press with this, it precludes them from firing you…. 


Fourth, who is the perp? Who is protecting him? Why?


Fifth, this part about “nothing can be done” is complete bull****!  There is the whole realm of the 


criminal justice system. There are lesser involved offenses including “assault & battery” with which he 


(IS it a “he”) can be charged and be given the option of going to jail or quietly leaving UMass. THEY 


DON’T WANT TO DO ANYTHING! 


Sixth, this again shows the true incompetence of the UM administration. When is the last time that an 


administrator was fired for not doing her job, or for not taking responsibility for something?


Seventh, how much longer will UMass attempt to hide public information from student view? I am in 


possession of two different emails where university administrators ordered that I not be provided public 


information, in one case the number of parking spaces in Lot 71. I was writing a story for the now-


defunct Minuteman and it was a legitimate request – and someone somehow mistook Ed Cutting for 


Ed Blaguszewski and I literally received the email telling people not to tell me the number.


What is Laura Giles doing sending out an email telling people to not obey Massachusetts Law. (Not 


that Housing Services obeys Massachusetts Law much, anyway…. 


Eighth, where the hell was the ACT group on this? I say again that the group is nothing more than an 


out-of-control lynch mob because they apparently had time to lynch me while ignoring an actual rapist 


who actually did something to harm a UM student.  Unless we aren ’t willing to go with rape being 


harmful violence, you aren ’t alleging that, JoAnne, are you? 


Ninth, how do we know that Willenbrock DIDN ’T ask JoAnne about this case? She isn ’t being allowed 


to talk (in violation of the whistleblower law) and how do we know?


Tenth, is Jack Wilson falling on his sword for this? And why should he when it is people like Jean Kim, 


JoAnne Vanin and Laura Giles who bear responsiblity?


And folks, how much more are you going to try to do?


And yes, Ed Cutting apparently is a greater threat to public safety THAN A DAMN RAPIST because I ask 


dangerous questions.  I am a threat to their stable incompetence.


By contrast, who cares about an alumnus, who does ’t even go to school out here anymore, getting 


raped? It isn ’t like there is going to be any administrator affected and if the girl doesn ’t shut up, they can 


go after her friends for having too many beers in the refrigerator and threaten to trespass her from 


campus.


Parents reading this need to think long and hard about sending their daughters (and sons) out here. 


Yes women (and men) get raped on this campus, but women also get run over in crosswalks.  The 


question is what the university does about it, and it is real clear that they are far more interested in 


busting kids for empty beer bottles than rape…. 
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UMass to hold open meeting Thursday on sexual 
assault mishandling


By: Matt Rocheleau  | March 03, 2010 |  


The University of Massachusetts will hold a meeting open to all campus community members Thursday 


from 5 to 6 p.m. “to discuss the sexual assault that has recently been reported in the media,” according 


to e-mails sent this morning from the office of Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs and Campus Life 


Jean Kim.


Collegian reporters and several Student Government Association (SGA) officials were invited to the 


meeting in an e-mail sent Tuesday, but campus officials today opened the meeting to the entire 


community and have relocated it from a smaller conference room to Campus Center Room 101 “to 


accommodate as many students as possible,” said an e-mail. 


Both Kim and Dean of Students Jo-Anne T. Vanin “will be available to answer questions and to address 


any concerns you may have on this issue,” said an e-mail. 


A University of Massachusetts student confessed to raping a friend and former student in the fall and 


was mistakenly given a deferred suspension, according an article  by the New England Center for 
Investigative Reporting (NECIR) at Boston University published late last week. University officials 


allowed him to stay on campus, a move that now has administrators reexamining UMass’ sanctioning 


policies and procedures, as reported in Friday’s Collegian . 


Repeated requests for further information regarding how the case was mishandled have been thwarted 
thus far  by multiple campus officials. On Tuesday, the assistant dean who reportedly handed down the 
wrong sanction to a student that allegedly confessed to rape said she wanted to speak to the press, but is


being prevented from doing so by administrators.


For continued coverage of this story, click here.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


2 Responses to “UMass to hold open meeting Thursday on sexual assault mishandling” 


Ed Cutting says: 


March 4, 2010 at 8:34 am


Questions I would like to see asked:


1: How many other students received a sanction of “Diferred Suspension” over the past 3 semesters 


(i.e. FY 09 and last fall)?


2: What is the breakdown of the offenses in terms of violation and numbers of each violation (this is 


public record)?


3: How many students were suspended/expelled over the past 3 semesters?


4: For what offenses?


4a: [Answers to #4] is worse than rape????


5: Was the Assessment Care Team involved in this matter? If not, why not? 


6: Does this incident not constitute prima-facia evidence that the ACT needs to be abolished?


7: What Constitutional due process protections are accorded to students subjected to an ACT lynching 


as they meet in their star chambered secrecy?


8: Do you understand why Ed Cutting is a tad upset with you?


9: As women, do you not have problems with rapists wandering around the campus?


10: Will you be submitting your resignations today or at the end of the semester?


TerryTaco says:  


March 5, 2010 at 5:56 pm 


If you opened your mailbox and recieved a notice that you had a meeting with the Dean of 


Students to discuss sanctions for the charge of sexual assault… and you showed up, and they handed 


you a paper to sign, accepting that you were responsible, in exchange for deferred suspension, would 


you sign the paper or defend your innocence? If you honestly DID NOT commit the crime? What if you 


realized that if you choose not to sign off as responsible, and the charges are brought at a formal 


hearing, you may be expelled immediately? Many students might sign off as responsible regardless of 


whether they committed the alleged crimes.  There ’s really no argument for one ’s innocence at this 


university when you have been formally charged by the Dean of Students. Anyone who believes 


otherwise is either misinformed or named Jo-Anne Vanin. There have been incidents in which the 


dean of students office has found 22 year old students responsible of underage drinking in the dorms 


(they were caught drinking juice out of red cups, and the facts were not disputed by residence life).
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UMass to hold open meeting Thursday on sexual 
assault mishandling


By: Matt Rocheleau  | March 03, 2010 |  


The University of Massachusetts will hold a meeting open to all campus community members Thursday 


from 5 to 6 p.m. “to discuss the sexual assault that has recently been reported in the media,” according 


to e-mails sent this morning from the office of Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs and Campus Life 


Jean Kim.


Collegian reporters and several Student Government Association (SGA) officials were invited to the 


meeting in an e-mail sent Tuesday, but campus officials today opened the meeting to the entire 


community and have relocated it from a smaller conference room to Campus Center Room 101 “to 


accommodate as many students as possible,” said an e-mail. 


Both Kim and Dean of Students Jo-Anne T. Vanin “will be available to answer questions and to address 


any concerns you may have on this issue,” said an e-mail. 


A University of Massachusetts student confessed to raping a friend and former student in the fall and 


was mistakenly given a deferred suspension, according an article  by the New England Center for 
Investigative Reporting (NECIR) at Boston University published late last week. University officials 


allowed him to stay on campus, a move that now has administrators reexamining UMass’ sanctioning 


policies and procedures, as reported in Friday’s Collegian . 


Repeated requests for further information regarding how the case was mishandled have been thwarted 
thus far  by multiple campus officials. On Tuesday, the assistant dean who reportedly handed down the 
wrong sanction to a student that allegedly confessed to rape said she wanted to speak to the press, but is


being prevented from doing so by administrators.


For continued coverage of this story, click here.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


2 Responses to “UMass to hold open meeting Thursday on sexual assault mishandling” 


Ed Cutting says: 


March 4, 2010 at 8:34 am


Questions I would like to see asked:


1: How many other students received a sanction of “Diferred Suspension” over the past 3 semesters 


(i.e. FY 09 and last fall)?


2: What is the breakdown of the offenses in terms of violation and numbers of each violation (this is 


public record)?


3: How many students were suspended/expelled over the past 3 semesters?


4: For what offenses?


4a: [Answers to #4] is worse than rape????


5: Was the Assessment Care Team involved in this matter? If not, why not? 


6: Does this incident not constitute prima-facia evidence that the ACT needs to be abolished?


7: What Constitutional due process protections are accorded to students subjected to an ACT lynching 


as they meet in their star chambered secrecy?


8: Do you understand why Ed Cutting is a tad upset with you?


9: As women, do you not have problems with rapists wandering around the campus?


10: Will you be submitting your resignations today or at the end of the semester?


TerryTaco says:  


March 5, 2010 at 5:56 pm 


If you opened your mailbox and recieved a notice that you had a meeting with the Dean of 


Students to discuss sanctions for the charge of sexual assault… and you showed up, and they handed 


you a paper to sign, accepting that you were responsible, in exchange for deferred suspension, would 


you sign the paper or defend your innocence? If you honestly DID NOT commit the crime? What if you 


realized that if you choose not to sign off as responsible, and the charges are brought at a formal 


hearing, you may be expelled immediately? Many students might sign off as responsible regardless of 


whether they committed the alleged crimes.  There ’s really no argument for one ’s innocence at this 


university when you have been formally charged by the Dean of Students. Anyone who believes 


otherwise is either misinformed or named Jo-Anne Vanin. There have been incidents in which the 


dean of students office has found 22 year old students responsible of underage drinking in the dorms 


(they were caught drinking juice out of red cups, and the facts were not disputed by residence life).
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Confessed rapist remains enrolled after 
administrative error


By: Matt Rocheleau  | February 26, 2010 |  


A University of Massachusetts student confessed to raping a friend and former student in the fall and 


was mistakenly given a deferred suspension. University officials allowed him to stay on campus, a move 


that now has administrators reexamining UMass’ sanctioning policies and procedures, according to the 


New England Center for Investigative Reporting (NECIR).


The University would only confirm that the student, who is currently enrolled, living on campus, and 


expected to graduate in May, was found responsible under the Student Code of Conduct for a sexual 


assault. The University did not confirm that the act allegedly committed was rape, a felony, as the 


NECIR at Boston University reported in yesterday’s Boston Globe. 


In the early morning of October 16, the Friday 


during homecoming weekend, a male student 


allegedly raped an ’09 female alum in the North 


Apartments Building C, according to the 


investigative piece reported in collaboration 


with other media outlets. The victim reported 


the incident to the dean of students’ office in 


the month that followed. However, an assistant 


dean of students handed down a deferred 


suspension to the alleged offender – a decision 


UMass officials have since said was too lenient 


and have called the situation regrettable, 


Interim Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs 


and Campus Life Jean Kim told The Collegian yesterday.


“Personally, I do not believe the sanction matched the misconduct,” Kim said. 


The deferred suspension sanction, which notifies students that a subsequent violation of the University’s 


Code of Student Conduct will result in suspension, did not follow the proper procedure to necessitate a 


final review and decision by Dean of Students Jo-Anne T. Vanin, said Kim.


However, the University cannot change or add to the sanctions already handed down because, as she 


explained, there is no appeal process allowed to any person other than the accused within the student 


code of conduct .


According to the NECIR’s piece, Christina Willenbrock was the assistant dean who handled the case. 


University officials declined to discuss any disciplinary action that might have or could be taken against 


administrators who handled the case. Kim said there was no one individual to blame for what happened. 


She said the blame instead goes to how the administrative process was set up.


UMass also declined to name either student involved, citing privacy rules – Family Educational Rights 


and Privacy Act (FERPA) – in both instances. 


The University learned of the procedural error last month after the victim contacted UMass to inquire 


about the punishment given to the accused student, Kim said. A review of the case was conducted 


shortly thereafter by Kim, and she has since instituted a written, formal policy that states any cases 


classified among the most serious offenses – level-3, which includes sexual assault, possessing weapons


and distributing illicit substances – are to be sent to the dean of students for review and a final decision. 


Kim is also in the early process of putting together a special committee to review the University’s 


Student Code of Conduct in its entirety, she said.


That committee will later present its recommendations back to Kim. However, any recommended 


changes to the student conduct code would ultimately have to gain the Board of Trustees’ approval 


before their implementation.


“It’s important to put a fix in if you think something’s not working right. But then again, it should then 


ask the larger question, ‘is it time to take a look at the whole system?’ I think it is,” she said, adding that 


such a review “is something that should be done on a periodic basis,” but, “sometimes a situation arises 


that just begs the question.” 


Following the alleged rape, the University reviewed past cases and said there has been no other case in 


which proper procedure was not followed, according to Kim.


“I believe we have a good judicial process in place,” she said. “This was an anomaly, an aberration, but 


there’s always room for improvement.” 


When asked if the assistant dean’s decision may have been an act of favoritism, Kim said it was 


absolutely not the case.


“I can’t explain why it happened. I don’t know,” said Kim of the assistant dean’s failure to have the case


reviewed by the dean. “We take the situation of sexual assault and the safety of all of students very 


seriously,” she said. 


Assistant dean of students, Shawn McGuirk said questions regarding the matter will not be handled by 


the dean of students office and referred questions to Kim. Christina Willenbrock is currently on 


maternity leave, according to Kim, and a voicemail left at her South Hadley residence was not returned.


Students who report a sexual assault are immediately offered counseling, said Kim. The victim then has 


four choices: to report the incident to the UMass Police Department and pursue criminal charges, to have


the incident go under the dean of students’ review, to do both, or to not take action. 


According to Kim, the student who was sexually assaulted in October initially went to UMPD first, but 


later decided against pursuing criminal charges.


Campus spokesman Edward Blaguszewski added that the victim could still decide to pursue criminal 


charges.


Both Blaguszewski and Kim assert that campus reports of sexual assault have declined in recent years 


and credited the downward trend to grant money the campus receives from the Office of Violence 


Against Women of the U.S. Department of Justice.


From July 2003 through June 2007, the Five Colleges received around $700,000 in funding. Of this, 


$300,000 went to UMass, Blaguszewski said. The grant money is used to enhance preventative and 


support services for victims and hold perpetrators responsible. Schools receiving the grants are required 


to report back data on reports of assault.


In 2003, there were 36 forcible sexual offenses at UMass, according to Federal Cleary Report data 


provided by the University. In each of the following two years, that figure dropped by more than half to 


14 such offenses, then dropped again to 12 in 2006, then to nine the next year and then increased slightly


to 11 in 2008, the most-recent year in which data is available.


“Clearly we need to continue to work on reducing these incidents, but we have been moving in the right 


direction,” said Kim. 


Between 2003 and 2007, 26 reports of sexual assault were brought for review by the dean of students. 


Eleven of those cases received sanctions – none were expelled, three were suspended – while the other 


15 were dismissed due either to insufficient evidence, the victim’s request, or the accused student’s 


willful departure from the University, said Blaguszewski. UMass has a broad range of sanctions beyond 


expulsion and suspension, including probation, removal from housing, and fines, he added.


“The full extent of campus sexual assault is often hidden by secret proceedings, shoddy record-keeping, 


and an indifferent bureaucracy,” said Center for Public Integrity Executive Director Bill Buzenberg in a 


press release yesterday.


According to the release from center, which was among the collaborative media outlets involved in a 


larger component of the investigative piece on sexual assaults on college campuses in Wednesday ’s 


Globe, “Students found ‘responsible’ for sexual assaults on campus often face little or no punishment 


from school judicial systems, while their victims’ lives are frequently turned upside down.” 


It claims UMass is not alone in having mishandled a sexual assault case, and many students were 


troubled by the news yesterday.


“I think this campus makes a big deal about stupid things a lot of times and not a big deal about serious 


things like this,” said UMass sophomore Tim Miller, a natural resources conservation major. “People are 


getting all of these crazy suspensions for things like downloading music, and something like this happens


and gets overlooked.” 


Undeclared sophomore, Liz Zheng, said, “Of course [the sanction handed down] is not right, but there’s 


not really much that can be done about it now, so I’m not sure.” She added, “I think what happens from


here is really up to [the victim.]” 


For details about the safety services provided at UMass, visit 
www.umass.edu/umpd/safety/rapeprevention and www.umass.edu/ewc.


For continued coverage of this story, click here.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


On Oct. 16, a male student allegedly raped an ’09 female alum in the 


North Apartments Building C, according to the NECIR investigative 


piece reported in collaboration with other media outlets. (Nick 


Bush/Collegian)


5 Responses to “Confessed rapist remains enrolled after administrative error” 


Ed Cutting says: 


February 26, 2010 at 11:47 am


Let’s see who dropped the ball here.  


If it went to the UMPD that means that it went to (indirectly if not directly) Lisa Kidwell. Kidwell has taken 


protecting women to the point where she routinely uses the Constitution for toilet paper, and yet she let 


this fall through the cracks?


Kidwell routinely goes over to the Deans Office and pressures for students to be expelled – and she 


apparently didn ’t here. 


And then we have four inexperienced new hires in the Dean ’s Office. Worse, they were hired on the 


basis of political correctness and not their knowledge of legal procedures and such.  Willenbrock was 


hired last fall and is out on maternity leave already — there are some ethical issues regarding political 


correctness here.


And while I can speak to her, I can speak to Shawn McGuirk. On April 1, 2009, I was the victim of a 


rather public assault.  I pressed CSC charges and wound up talking to McGuirk. He wanted to talk about 


my schoolwork, he wanted to talk about my feelings and all of that soft & fuzzy stuff.


He finally asked me what I wanted — I said “I want you to prosecute this judicial charge.” He responded 


by asking me “why?” and my response was “because the student violated the CSC.” 


He asked me “is it really that simple” and my response was “yes, it really IS that simple.” Now this is a 


far cry from a rape, but it is reflective of the political correctness that pervades that office.  (And if you 


consider all men to be rapists anyway, why worry about the one who actually is and is confessing to it?)


JoAnne Vanin dropped the ball by not properly supervising someone WHO HAD ONLY BEEN 


WORKING THERE TWO MONTHS at the time.


If it was reported to the UMPD, Chief Johnny Whitehead dropped the ball by not bringing it to ACT. 


JoAnne Vanin dropped the ball by not inquiring about the rape on her CLEARY statistics, and not 


bringing that to ACT. And as this happened in housing and housing staff likely knew, Laura Giles 


dropped the ball by not bringing this to ACT.


Or did ACT itself drop the ball – deciding that rape was insignificant, that harassing Ed Cutting to be of 


far more importance?


And then Jean Kim dropped the ball – she should have made it clear to JoAnne that a new employee 


with only a couple of months on the job ought not be making decisions of this magnitude without 


running it buy a supervisor. And both she and JoAnne are responsible for creating an environment 


where Willenbrock didn ’t feel comfortable asking for a second opinion on such matters, and 


Willenbrock is responsible for not asking for one anyway.


This whole matter yet further demonstrates the urgency of ACT Delinda Est. It would be one thing if the 


university was infringing on student civil rights in a well -intended (but misguided) attempt to protect 


students – but as this so clearly shows, ACT isn ’t even able to accomplish THAT. ACT has thus 


become the McCarthyite Witch Hunt Brigade, and unlike Joe McCarthy, they are actually sober.


The important thing to note here is that the victim knew of her right under FERPA to request the 


outcome of the proceeding. I know this too – but how many other people know that in any proceeding 


where a physical assault is ALLEGED, the victim has the right to know the outcome of the proceeding? 


Last spring, Shawn McGuirk didn ’t even know this. 


Yes, an Assistant Dean of Students who is ignorant of FERPA, I am not making this up. (I couldn ’t be 


this creative….) 


This whole thing shows two things:  First, just how valuable Gladys Rodreguez (who retired last spring) 


was to this university, and second the extent to which political correctness has replaced common 


sense in 227 Whitmore… 


Ed Cutting says:  


February 26, 2010 at 11:51 am 


Let me state what I was just implying – how many MORE cases like this are out there???? 


Particularly in cases involving male victims where there is not a level of support similar to the EWC ’s 


counselor/advocate?


Maureen says: 


February 26, 2010 at 12:23 pm


This is discraceful! As a parent of a Freshman, I was concerned when the sexual assault in 


the library came out. Have they caught the person in that situation. To then knowingly allow a student 


that raped another student to stay in the dorms at the college is beyond belief. This matter should have 


been handed over to the police. It is a criminal matter- not just a school safety matter. At what point do 


we finally stop protecting the criminals and support the vitims! I am very dissapointe in the 


administration!


Casey says:  


February 26, 2010 at 1:44 pm 


Just so you know the Every Woman ’s Center DOES help male victims of sexual assault and 


relationship violence. We serve all victims in the community regardless of gender expression.


Ed Cutting says: 


February 26, 2010 at 3:10 pm


“According to Kim, the student who was sexually assaulted in October initially went to UMPD 


first, but later decided against pursuing criminal charges.” 


Apparently it WAS handed over to the police. The UMPD (or as they like to call themselves the UMAPD) 


is the primary law enforcement agency for the campus, and legally considered to be a municipal 


(town/city) police force under Massachusetts law. 


Detective Lisa “Creative Fiction” Kidwell is the person who deals with rape (and runs the illegal RAD 


program). She should have spoken with the victim, that is protocol.


I personally know of situations where she (and other officers) have taken CORI-protected post-arrest 


information over to the Dean of Students ’ Office (in violation of law) so as to facilitate the expulsion of 


students.


Something happened here beyond even basic UMass incompetence.


WHO IS THE PERP? If he (and we are all assuming it is a he and it well might not be) lives in the North 


Apartments then he either has money or political connections – that is prized real estate. 


This case was broomed – it isn ’t just incompetence – and I want to know why. There were three people 


who should have brought this to ACT, none did, I want to know why.
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Confessed rapist remains enrolled after 
administrative error


By: Matt Rocheleau  | February 26, 2010 |  


A University of Massachusetts student confessed to raping a friend and former student in the fall and 


was mistakenly given a deferred suspension. University officials allowed him to stay on campus, a move 


that now has administrators reexamining UMass’ sanctioning policies and procedures, according to the 


New England Center for Investigative Reporting (NECIR).


The University would only confirm that the student, who is currently enrolled, living on campus, and 


expected to graduate in May, was found responsible under the Student Code of Conduct for a sexual 


assault. The University did not confirm that the act allegedly committed was rape, a felony, as the 


NECIR at Boston University reported in yesterday’s Boston Globe. 


In the early morning of October 16, the Friday 


during homecoming weekend, a male student 


allegedly raped an ’09 female alum in the North 


Apartments Building C, according to the 


investigative piece reported in collaboration 


with other media outlets. The victim reported 


the incident to the dean of students’ office in 


the month that followed. However, an assistant 


dean of students handed down a deferred 


suspension to the alleged offender – a decision 


UMass officials have since said was too lenient 


and have called the situation regrettable, 


Interim Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs 


and Campus Life Jean Kim told The Collegian yesterday.


“Personally, I do not believe the sanction matched the misconduct,” Kim said. 


The deferred suspension sanction, which notifies students that a subsequent violation of the University’s 


Code of Student Conduct will result in suspension, did not follow the proper procedure to necessitate a 


final review and decision by Dean of Students Jo-Anne T. Vanin, said Kim.


However, the University cannot change or add to the sanctions already handed down because, as she 


explained, there is no appeal process allowed to any person other than the accused within the student 


code of conduct .


According to the NECIR’s piece, Christina Willenbrock was the assistant dean who handled the case. 


University officials declined to discuss any disciplinary action that might have or could be taken against 


administrators who handled the case. Kim said there was no one individual to blame for what happened. 


She said the blame instead goes to how the administrative process was set up.


UMass also declined to name either student involved, citing privacy rules – Family Educational Rights 


and Privacy Act (FERPA) – in both instances. 


The University learned of the procedural error last month after the victim contacted UMass to inquire 


about the punishment given to the accused student, Kim said. A review of the case was conducted 


shortly thereafter by Kim, and she has since instituted a written, formal policy that states any cases 


classified among the most serious offenses – level-3, which includes sexual assault, possessing weapons


and distributing illicit substances – are to be sent to the dean of students for review and a final decision. 


Kim is also in the early process of putting together a special committee to review the University’s 


Student Code of Conduct in its entirety, she said.


That committee will later present its recommendations back to Kim. However, any recommended 


changes to the student conduct code would ultimately have to gain the Board of Trustees’ approval 


before their implementation.


“It’s important to put a fix in if you think something’s not working right. But then again, it should then 


ask the larger question, ‘is it time to take a look at the whole system?’ I think it is,” she said, adding that 


such a review “is something that should be done on a periodic basis,” but, “sometimes a situation arises 


that just begs the question.” 


Following the alleged rape, the University reviewed past cases and said there has been no other case in 


which proper procedure was not followed, according to Kim.


“I believe we have a good judicial process in place,” she said. “This was an anomaly, an aberration, but 


there’s always room for improvement.” 


When asked if the assistant dean’s decision may have been an act of favoritism, Kim said it was 


absolutely not the case.


“I can’t explain why it happened. I don’t know,” said Kim of the assistant dean’s failure to have the case


reviewed by the dean. “We take the situation of sexual assault and the safety of all of students very 


seriously,” she said. 


Assistant dean of students, Shawn McGuirk said questions regarding the matter will not be handled by 


the dean of students office and referred questions to Kim. Christina Willenbrock is currently on 


maternity leave, according to Kim, and a voicemail left at her South Hadley residence was not returned.


Students who report a sexual assault are immediately offered counseling, said Kim. The victim then has 


four choices: to report the incident to the UMass Police Department and pursue criminal charges, to have


the incident go under the dean of students’ review, to do both, or to not take action. 


According to Kim, the student who was sexually assaulted in October initially went to UMPD first, but 


later decided against pursuing criminal charges.


Campus spokesman Edward Blaguszewski added that the victim could still decide to pursue criminal 


charges.


Both Blaguszewski and Kim assert that campus reports of sexual assault have declined in recent years 


and credited the downward trend to grant money the campus receives from the Office of Violence 


Against Women of the U.S. Department of Justice.


From July 2003 through June 2007, the Five Colleges received around $700,000 in funding. Of this, 


$300,000 went to UMass, Blaguszewski said. The grant money is used to enhance preventative and 


support services for victims and hold perpetrators responsible. Schools receiving the grants are required 


to report back data on reports of assault.


In 2003, there were 36 forcible sexual offenses at UMass, according to Federal Cleary Report data 


provided by the University. In each of the following two years, that figure dropped by more than half to 


14 such offenses, then dropped again to 12 in 2006, then to nine the next year and then increased slightly


to 11 in 2008, the most-recent year in which data is available.


“Clearly we need to continue to work on reducing these incidents, but we have been moving in the right 


direction,” said Kim. 


Between 2003 and 2007, 26 reports of sexual assault were brought for review by the dean of students. 


Eleven of those cases received sanctions – none were expelled, three were suspended – while the other 


15 were dismissed due either to insufficient evidence, the victim’s request, or the accused student’s 


willful departure from the University, said Blaguszewski. UMass has a broad range of sanctions beyond 


expulsion and suspension, including probation, removal from housing, and fines, he added.


“The full extent of campus sexual assault is often hidden by secret proceedings, shoddy record-keeping, 


and an indifferent bureaucracy,” said Center for Public Integrity Executive Director Bill Buzenberg in a 


press release yesterday.


According to the release from center, which was among the collaborative media outlets involved in a 


larger component of the investigative piece on sexual assaults on college campuses in Wednesday ’s 


Globe, “Students found ‘responsible’ for sexual assaults on campus often face little or no punishment 


from school judicial systems, while their victims’ lives are frequently turned upside down.” 


It claims UMass is not alone in having mishandled a sexual assault case, and many students were 


troubled by the news yesterday.


“I think this campus makes a big deal about stupid things a lot of times and not a big deal about serious 


things like this,” said UMass sophomore Tim Miller, a natural resources conservation major. “People are 


getting all of these crazy suspensions for things like downloading music, and something like this happens


and gets overlooked.” 


Undeclared sophomore, Liz Zheng, said, “Of course [the sanction handed down] is not right, but there’s 


not really much that can be done about it now, so I’m not sure.” She added, “I think what happens from


here is really up to [the victim.]” 


For details about the safety services provided at UMass, visit 
www.umass.edu/umpd/safety/rapeprevention and www.umass.edu/ewc.


For continued coverage of this story, click here.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


On Oct. 16, a male student allegedly raped an ’09 female alum in the 


North Apartments Building C, according to the NECIR investigative 


piece reported in collaboration with other media outlets. (Nick 


Bush/Collegian)


5 Responses to “Confessed rapist remains enrolled after administrative error” 


Ed Cutting says: 


February 26, 2010 at 11:47 am


Let’s see who dropped the ball here.  


If it went to the UMPD that means that it went to (indirectly if not directly) Lisa Kidwell. Kidwell has taken 


protecting women to the point where she routinely uses the Constitution for toilet paper, and yet she let 


this fall through the cracks?


Kidwell routinely goes over to the Deans Office and pressures for students to be expelled – and she 


apparently didn ’t here. 


And then we have four inexperienced new hires in the Dean ’s Office. Worse, they were hired on the 


basis of political correctness and not their knowledge of legal procedures and such.  Willenbrock was 


hired last fall and is out on maternity leave already — there are some ethical issues regarding political 


correctness here.


And while I can speak to her, I can speak to Shawn McGuirk. On April 1, 2009, I was the victim of a 


rather public assault.  I pressed CSC charges and wound up talking to McGuirk. He wanted to talk about 


my schoolwork, he wanted to talk about my feelings and all of that soft & fuzzy stuff.


He finally asked me what I wanted — I said “I want you to prosecute this judicial charge.” He responded 


by asking me “why?” and my response was “because the student violated the CSC.” 


He asked me “is it really that simple” and my response was “yes, it really IS that simple.” Now this is a 


far cry from a rape, but it is reflective of the political correctness that pervades that office.  (And if you 


consider all men to be rapists anyway, why worry about the one who actually is and is confessing to it?)


JoAnne Vanin dropped the ball by not properly supervising someone WHO HAD ONLY BEEN 


WORKING THERE TWO MONTHS at the time.


If it was reported to the UMPD, Chief Johnny Whitehead dropped the ball by not bringing it to ACT. 


JoAnne Vanin dropped the ball by not inquiring about the rape on her CLEARY statistics, and not 


bringing that to ACT. And as this happened in housing and housing staff likely knew, Laura Giles 


dropped the ball by not bringing this to ACT.


Or did ACT itself drop the ball – deciding that rape was insignificant, that harassing Ed Cutting to be of 


far more importance?


And then Jean Kim dropped the ball – she should have made it clear to JoAnne that a new employee 


with only a couple of months on the job ought not be making decisions of this magnitude without 


running it buy a supervisor. And both she and JoAnne are responsible for creating an environment 


where Willenbrock didn ’t feel comfortable asking for a second opinion on such matters, and 


Willenbrock is responsible for not asking for one anyway.


This whole matter yet further demonstrates the urgency of ACT Delinda Est. It would be one thing if the 


university was infringing on student civil rights in a well -intended (but misguided) attempt to protect 


students – but as this so clearly shows, ACT isn ’t even able to accomplish THAT. ACT has thus 


become the McCarthyite Witch Hunt Brigade, and unlike Joe McCarthy, they are actually sober.


The important thing to note here is that the victim knew of her right under FERPA to request the 


outcome of the proceeding. I know this too – but how many other people know that in any proceeding 


where a physical assault is ALLEGED, the victim has the right to know the outcome of the proceeding? 


Last spring, Shawn McGuirk didn ’t even know this. 


Yes, an Assistant Dean of Students who is ignorant of FERPA, I am not making this up. (I couldn ’t be 


this creative….) 


This whole thing shows two things:  First, just how valuable Gladys Rodreguez (who retired last spring) 


was to this university, and second the extent to which political correctness has replaced common 


sense in 227 Whitmore… 


Ed Cutting says:  


February 26, 2010 at 11:51 am 


Let me state what I was just implying – how many MORE cases like this are out there???? 


Particularly in cases involving male victims where there is not a level of support similar to the EWC ’s 


counselor/advocate?


Maureen says: 


February 26, 2010 at 12:23 pm


This is discraceful! As a parent of a Freshman, I was concerned when the sexual assault in 


the library came out. Have they caught the person in that situation. To then knowingly allow a student 


that raped another student to stay in the dorms at the college is beyond belief. This matter should have 


been handed over to the police. It is a criminal matter- not just a school safety matter. At what point do 


we finally stop protecting the criminals and support the vitims! I am very dissapointe in the 


administration!


Casey says:  


February 26, 2010 at 1:44 pm 


Just so you know the Every Woman ’s Center DOES help male victims of sexual assault and 


relationship violence. We serve all victims in the community regardless of gender expression.


Ed Cutting says: 


February 26, 2010 at 3:10 pm


“According to Kim, the student who was sexually assaulted in October initially went to UMPD 


first, but later decided against pursuing criminal charges.” 


Apparently it WAS handed over to the police. The UMPD (or as they like to call themselves the UMAPD) 


is the primary law enforcement agency for the campus, and legally considered to be a municipal 


(town/city) police force under Massachusetts law. 


Detective Lisa “Creative Fiction” Kidwell is the person who deals with rape (and runs the illegal RAD 


program). She should have spoken with the victim, that is protocol.


I personally know of situations where she (and other officers) have taken CORI-protected post-arrest 


information over to the Dean of Students ’ Office (in violation of law) so as to facilitate the expulsion of 


students.


Something happened here beyond even basic UMass incompetence.


WHO IS THE PERP? If he (and we are all assuming it is a he and it well might not be) lives in the North 


Apartments then he either has money or political connections – that is prized real estate. 


This case was broomed – it isn ’t just incompetence – and I want to know why. There were three people 


who should have brought this to ACT, none did, I want to know why.
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Confessed rapist remains enrolled after 
administrative error


By: Matt Rocheleau  | February 26, 2010 |  


A University of Massachusetts student confessed to raping a friend and former student in the fall and 


was mistakenly given a deferred suspension. University officials allowed him to stay on campus, a move 


that now has administrators reexamining UMass’ sanctioning policies and procedures, according to the 


New England Center for Investigative Reporting (NECIR).


The University would only confirm that the student, who is currently enrolled, living on campus, and 


expected to graduate in May, was found responsible under the Student Code of Conduct for a sexual 


assault. The University did not confirm that the act allegedly committed was rape, a felony, as the 


NECIR at Boston University reported in yesterday’s Boston Globe. 


In the early morning of October 16, the Friday 


during homecoming weekend, a male student 


allegedly raped an ’09 female alum in the North 


Apartments Building C, according to the 


investigative piece reported in collaboration 


with other media outlets. The victim reported 


the incident to the dean of students’ office in 


the month that followed. However, an assistant 


dean of students handed down a deferred 


suspension to the alleged offender – a decision 


UMass officials have since said was too lenient 


and have called the situation regrettable, 


Interim Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs 


and Campus Life Jean Kim told The Collegian yesterday.


“Personally, I do not believe the sanction matched the misconduct,” Kim said. 


The deferred suspension sanction, which notifies students that a subsequent violation of the University’s 


Code of Student Conduct will result in suspension, did not follow the proper procedure to necessitate a 


final review and decision by Dean of Students Jo-Anne T. Vanin, said Kim.


However, the University cannot change or add to the sanctions already handed down because, as she 


explained, there is no appeal process allowed to any person other than the accused within the student 


code of conduct .


According to the NECIR’s piece, Christina Willenbrock was the assistant dean who handled the case. 


University officials declined to discuss any disciplinary action that might have or could be taken against 


administrators who handled the case. Kim said there was no one individual to blame for what happened. 


She said the blame instead goes to how the administrative process was set up.


UMass also declined to name either student involved, citing privacy rules – Family Educational Rights 


and Privacy Act (FERPA) – in both instances. 


The University learned of the procedural error last month after the victim contacted UMass to inquire 


about the punishment given to the accused student, Kim said. A review of the case was conducted 


shortly thereafter by Kim, and she has since instituted a written, formal policy that states any cases 


classified among the most serious offenses – level-3, which includes sexual assault, possessing weapons


and distributing illicit substances – are to be sent to the dean of students for review and a final decision. 


Kim is also in the early process of putting together a special committee to review the University’s 


Student Code of Conduct in its entirety, she said.


That committee will later present its recommendations back to Kim. However, any recommended 


changes to the student conduct code would ultimately have to gain the Board of Trustees’ approval 


before their implementation.


“It’s important to put a fix in if you think something’s not working right. But then again, it should then 


ask the larger question, ‘is it time to take a look at the whole system?’ I think it is,” she said, adding that 


such a review “is something that should be done on a periodic basis,” but, “sometimes a situation arises 


that just begs the question.” 


Following the alleged rape, the University reviewed past cases and said there has been no other case in 


which proper procedure was not followed, according to Kim.


“I believe we have a good judicial process in place,” she said. “This was an anomaly, an aberration, but 


there’s always room for improvement.” 


When asked if the assistant dean’s decision may have been an act of favoritism, Kim said it was 


absolutely not the case.


“I can’t explain why it happened. I don’t know,” said Kim of the assistant dean’s failure to have the case


reviewed by the dean. “We take the situation of sexual assault and the safety of all of students very 


seriously,” she said. 


Assistant dean of students, Shawn McGuirk said questions regarding the matter will not be handled by 


the dean of students office and referred questions to Kim. Christina Willenbrock is currently on 


maternity leave, according to Kim, and a voicemail left at her South Hadley residence was not returned.


Students who report a sexual assault are immediately offered counseling, said Kim. The victim then has 


four choices: to report the incident to the UMass Police Department and pursue criminal charges, to have


the incident go under the dean of students’ review, to do both, or to not take action. 


According to Kim, the student who was sexually assaulted in October initially went to UMPD first, but 


later decided against pursuing criminal charges.


Campus spokesman Edward Blaguszewski added that the victim could still decide to pursue criminal 


charges.


Both Blaguszewski and Kim assert that campus reports of sexual assault have declined in recent years 


and credited the downward trend to grant money the campus receives from the Office of Violence 


Against Women of the U.S. Department of Justice.


From July 2003 through June 2007, the Five Colleges received around $700,000 in funding. Of this, 


$300,000 went to UMass, Blaguszewski said. The grant money is used to enhance preventative and 


support services for victims and hold perpetrators responsible. Schools receiving the grants are required 


to report back data on reports of assault.


In 2003, there were 36 forcible sexual offenses at UMass, according to Federal Cleary Report data 


provided by the University. In each of the following two years, that figure dropped by more than half to 


14 such offenses, then dropped again to 12 in 2006, then to nine the next year and then increased slightly


to 11 in 2008, the most-recent year in which data is available.


“Clearly we need to continue to work on reducing these incidents, but we have been moving in the right 


direction,” said Kim. 


Between 2003 and 2007, 26 reports of sexual assault were brought for review by the dean of students. 


Eleven of those cases received sanctions – none were expelled, three were suspended – while the other 


15 were dismissed due either to insufficient evidence, the victim’s request, or the accused student’s 


willful departure from the University, said Blaguszewski. UMass has a broad range of sanctions beyond 


expulsion and suspension, including probation, removal from housing, and fines, he added.


“The full extent of campus sexual assault is often hidden by secret proceedings, shoddy record-keeping, 


and an indifferent bureaucracy,” said Center for Public Integrity Executive Director Bill Buzenberg in a 


press release yesterday.


According to the release from center, which was among the collaborative media outlets involved in a 


larger component of the investigative piece on sexual assaults on college campuses in Wednesday ’s 


Globe, “Students found ‘responsible’ for sexual assaults on campus often face little or no punishment 


from school judicial systems, while their victims’ lives are frequently turned upside down.” 


It claims UMass is not alone in having mishandled a sexual assault case, and many students were 


troubled by the news yesterday.


“I think this campus makes a big deal about stupid things a lot of times and not a big deal about serious 


things like this,” said UMass sophomore Tim Miller, a natural resources conservation major. “People are 


getting all of these crazy suspensions for things like downloading music, and something like this happens


and gets overlooked.” 


Undeclared sophomore, Liz Zheng, said, “Of course [the sanction handed down] is not right, but there’s 


not really much that can be done about it now, so I’m not sure.” She added, “I think what happens from


here is really up to [the victim.]” 


For details about the safety services provided at UMass, visit 
www.umass.edu/umpd/safety/rapeprevention and www.umass.edu/ewc.


For continued coverage of this story, click here.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


On Oct. 16, a male student allegedly raped an ’09 female alum in the 


North Apartments Building C, according to the NECIR investigative 


piece reported in collaboration with other media outlets. (Nick 


Bush/Collegian)


5 Responses to “Confessed rapist remains enrolled after administrative error” 


Ed Cutting says: 


February 26, 2010 at 11:47 am


Let’s see who dropped the ball here.  


If it went to the UMPD that means that it went to (indirectly if not directly) Lisa Kidwell. Kidwell has taken 


protecting women to the point where she routinely uses the Constitution for toilet paper, and yet she let 


this fall through the cracks?


Kidwell routinely goes over to the Deans Office and pressures for students to be expelled – and she 


apparently didn ’t here. 


And then we have four inexperienced new hires in the Dean ’s Office. Worse, they were hired on the 


basis of political correctness and not their knowledge of legal procedures and such.  Willenbrock was 


hired last fall and is out on maternity leave already — there are some ethical issues regarding political 


correctness here.


And while I can speak to her, I can speak to Shawn McGuirk. On April 1, 2009, I was the victim of a 


rather public assault.  I pressed CSC charges and wound up talking to McGuirk. He wanted to talk about 


my schoolwork, he wanted to talk about my feelings and all of that soft & fuzzy stuff.


He finally asked me what I wanted — I said “I want you to prosecute this judicial charge.” He responded 


by asking me “why?” and my response was “because the student violated the CSC.” 


He asked me “is it really that simple” and my response was “yes, it really IS that simple.” Now this is a 


far cry from a rape, but it is reflective of the political correctness that pervades that office.  (And if you 


consider all men to be rapists anyway, why worry about the one who actually is and is confessing to it?)


JoAnne Vanin dropped the ball by not properly supervising someone WHO HAD ONLY BEEN 


WORKING THERE TWO MONTHS at the time.


If it was reported to the UMPD, Chief Johnny Whitehead dropped the ball by not bringing it to ACT. 


JoAnne Vanin dropped the ball by not inquiring about the rape on her CLEARY statistics, and not 


bringing that to ACT. And as this happened in housing and housing staff likely knew, Laura Giles 


dropped the ball by not bringing this to ACT.


Or did ACT itself drop the ball – deciding that rape was insignificant, that harassing Ed Cutting to be of 


far more importance?


And then Jean Kim dropped the ball – she should have made it clear to JoAnne that a new employee 


with only a couple of months on the job ought not be making decisions of this magnitude without 


running it buy a supervisor. And both she and JoAnne are responsible for creating an environment 


where Willenbrock didn ’t feel comfortable asking for a second opinion on such matters, and 


Willenbrock is responsible for not asking for one anyway.


This whole matter yet further demonstrates the urgency of ACT Delinda Est. It would be one thing if the 


university was infringing on student civil rights in a well -intended (but misguided) attempt to protect 


students – but as this so clearly shows, ACT isn ’t even able to accomplish THAT. ACT has thus 


become the McCarthyite Witch Hunt Brigade, and unlike Joe McCarthy, they are actually sober.


The important thing to note here is that the victim knew of her right under FERPA to request the 


outcome of the proceeding. I know this too – but how many other people know that in any proceeding 


where a physical assault is ALLEGED, the victim has the right to know the outcome of the proceeding? 


Last spring, Shawn McGuirk didn ’t even know this. 


Yes, an Assistant Dean of Students who is ignorant of FERPA, I am not making this up. (I couldn ’t be 


this creative….) 


This whole thing shows two things:  First, just how valuable Gladys Rodreguez (who retired last spring) 


was to this university, and second the extent to which political correctness has replaced common 


sense in 227 Whitmore… 


Ed Cutting says:  


February 26, 2010 at 11:51 am 


Let me state what I was just implying – how many MORE cases like this are out there???? 


Particularly in cases involving male victims where there is not a level of support similar to the EWC ’s 


counselor/advocate?


Maureen says: 


February 26, 2010 at 12:23 pm


This is discraceful! As a parent of a Freshman, I was concerned when the sexual assault in 


the library came out. Have they caught the person in that situation. To then knowingly allow a student 


that raped another student to stay in the dorms at the college is beyond belief. This matter should have 


been handed over to the police. It is a criminal matter- not just a school safety matter. At what point do 


we finally stop protecting the criminals and support the vitims! I am very dissapointe in the 


administration!


Casey says:  


February 26, 2010 at 1:44 pm 


Just so you know the Every Woman ’s Center DOES help male victims of sexual assault and 


relationship violence. We serve all victims in the community regardless of gender expression.


Ed Cutting says: 


February 26, 2010 at 3:10 pm


“According to Kim, the student who was sexually assaulted in October initially went to UMPD 


first, but later decided against pursuing criminal charges.” 


Apparently it WAS handed over to the police. The UMPD (or as they like to call themselves the UMAPD) 


is the primary law enforcement agency for the campus, and legally considered to be a municipal 


(town/city) police force under Massachusetts law. 


Detective Lisa “Creative Fiction” Kidwell is the person who deals with rape (and runs the illegal RAD 


program). She should have spoken with the victim, that is protocol.


I personally know of situations where she (and other officers) have taken CORI-protected post-arrest 


information over to the Dean of Students ’ Office (in violation of law) so as to facilitate the expulsion of 


students.


Something happened here beyond even basic UMass incompetence.


WHO IS THE PERP? If he (and we are all assuming it is a he and it well might not be) lives in the North 


Apartments then he either has money or political connections – that is prized real estate. 


This case was broomed – it isn ’t just incompetence – and I want to know why. There were three people 


who should have brought this to ACT, none did, I want to know why.
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news magazine and Collegian 


media partner.  


UVC-TV 19 UMass ’ student -run TV


station and Collegian media 


partner 


WMUA 91.1 FM UMass ’  federally 
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broadcast facility serving the 


Connecticut River Valley of 


Western Massachusetts, Northern


Connecticut, and Southern 


Vermont.  
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Confessed rapist remains enrolled after 
administrative error


By: Matt Rocheleau  | February 26, 2010 |  


A University of Massachusetts student confessed to raping a friend and former student in the fall and 


was mistakenly given a deferred suspension. University officials allowed him to stay on campus, a move 


that now has administrators reexamining UMass’ sanctioning policies and procedures, according to the 


New England Center for Investigative Reporting (NECIR).


The University would only confirm that the student, who is currently enrolled, living on campus, and 


expected to graduate in May, was found responsible under the Student Code of Conduct for a sexual 


assault. The University did not confirm that the act allegedly committed was rape, a felony, as the 


NECIR at Boston University reported in yesterday’s Boston Globe. 


In the early morning of October 16, the Friday 


during homecoming weekend, a male student 


allegedly raped an ’09 female alum in the North 


Apartments Building C, according to the 


investigative piece reported in collaboration 


with other media outlets. The victim reported 


the incident to the dean of students’ office in 


the month that followed. However, an assistant 


dean of students handed down a deferred 


suspension to the alleged offender – a decision 


UMass officials have since said was too lenient 


and have called the situation regrettable, 


Interim Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs 


and Campus Life Jean Kim told The Collegian yesterday.


“Personally, I do not believe the sanction matched the misconduct,” Kim said. 


The deferred suspension sanction, which notifies students that a subsequent violation of the University’s 


Code of Student Conduct will result in suspension, did not follow the proper procedure to necessitate a 


final review and decision by Dean of Students Jo-Anne T. Vanin, said Kim.


However, the University cannot change or add to the sanctions already handed down because, as she 


explained, there is no appeal process allowed to any person other than the accused within the student 


code of conduct .


According to the NECIR’s piece, Christina Willenbrock was the assistant dean who handled the case. 


University officials declined to discuss any disciplinary action that might have or could be taken against 


administrators who handled the case. Kim said there was no one individual to blame for what happened. 


She said the blame instead goes to how the administrative process was set up.


UMass also declined to name either student involved, citing privacy rules – Family Educational Rights 


and Privacy Act (FERPA) – in both instances. 


The University learned of the procedural error last month after the victim contacted UMass to inquire 


about the punishment given to the accused student, Kim said. A review of the case was conducted 


shortly thereafter by Kim, and she has since instituted a written, formal policy that states any cases 


classified among the most serious offenses – level-3, which includes sexual assault, possessing weapons


and distributing illicit substances – are to be sent to the dean of students for review and a final decision. 


Kim is also in the early process of putting together a special committee to review the University’s 


Student Code of Conduct in its entirety, she said.


That committee will later present its recommendations back to Kim. However, any recommended 


changes to the student conduct code would ultimately have to gain the Board of Trustees’ approval 


before their implementation.


“It’s important to put a fix in if you think something’s not working right. But then again, it should then 


ask the larger question, ‘is it time to take a look at the whole system?’ I think it is,” she said, adding that 


such a review “is something that should be done on a periodic basis,” but, “sometimes a situation arises 


that just begs the question.” 


Following the alleged rape, the University reviewed past cases and said there has been no other case in 


which proper procedure was not followed, according to Kim.


“I believe we have a good judicial process in place,” she said. “This was an anomaly, an aberration, but 


there’s always room for improvement.” 


When asked if the assistant dean’s decision may have been an act of favoritism, Kim said it was 


absolutely not the case.


“I can’t explain why it happened. I don’t know,” said Kim of the assistant dean’s failure to have the case


reviewed by the dean. “We take the situation of sexual assault and the safety of all of students very 


seriously,” she said. 


Assistant dean of students, Shawn McGuirk said questions regarding the matter will not be handled by 


the dean of students office and referred questions to Kim. Christina Willenbrock is currently on 


maternity leave, according to Kim, and a voicemail left at her South Hadley residence was not returned.


Students who report a sexual assault are immediately offered counseling, said Kim. The victim then has 


four choices: to report the incident to the UMass Police Department and pursue criminal charges, to have


the incident go under the dean of students’ review, to do both, or to not take action. 


According to Kim, the student who was sexually assaulted in October initially went to UMPD first, but 


later decided against pursuing criminal charges.


Campus spokesman Edward Blaguszewski added that the victim could still decide to pursue criminal 


charges.


Both Blaguszewski and Kim assert that campus reports of sexual assault have declined in recent years 


and credited the downward trend to grant money the campus receives from the Office of Violence 


Against Women of the U.S. Department of Justice.


From July 2003 through June 2007, the Five Colleges received around $700,000 in funding. Of this, 


$300,000 went to UMass, Blaguszewski said. The grant money is used to enhance preventative and 


support services for victims and hold perpetrators responsible. Schools receiving the grants are required 


to report back data on reports of assault.


In 2003, there were 36 forcible sexual offenses at UMass, according to Federal Cleary Report data 


provided by the University. In each of the following two years, that figure dropped by more than half to 


14 such offenses, then dropped again to 12 in 2006, then to nine the next year and then increased slightly


to 11 in 2008, the most-recent year in which data is available.


“Clearly we need to continue to work on reducing these incidents, but we have been moving in the right 


direction,” said Kim. 


Between 2003 and 2007, 26 reports of sexual assault were brought for review by the dean of students. 


Eleven of those cases received sanctions – none were expelled, three were suspended – while the other 


15 were dismissed due either to insufficient evidence, the victim’s request, or the accused student’s 


willful departure from the University, said Blaguszewski. UMass has a broad range of sanctions beyond 


expulsion and suspension, including probation, removal from housing, and fines, he added.


“The full extent of campus sexual assault is often hidden by secret proceedings, shoddy record-keeping, 


and an indifferent bureaucracy,” said Center for Public Integrity Executive Director Bill Buzenberg in a 


press release yesterday.


According to the release from center, which was among the collaborative media outlets involved in a 


larger component of the investigative piece on sexual assaults on college campuses in Wednesday ’s 


Globe, “Students found ‘responsible’ for sexual assaults on campus often face little or no punishment 


from school judicial systems, while their victims’ lives are frequently turned upside down.” 


It claims UMass is not alone in having mishandled a sexual assault case, and many students were 


troubled by the news yesterday.


“I think this campus makes a big deal about stupid things a lot of times and not a big deal about serious 


things like this,” said UMass sophomore Tim Miller, a natural resources conservation major. “People are 


getting all of these crazy suspensions for things like downloading music, and something like this happens


and gets overlooked.” 


Undeclared sophomore, Liz Zheng, said, “Of course [the sanction handed down] is not right, but there’s 


not really much that can be done about it now, so I’m not sure.” She added, “I think what happens from


here is really up to [the victim.]” 


For details about the safety services provided at UMass, visit 
www.umass.edu/umpd/safety/rapeprevention and www.umass.edu/ewc.


For continued coverage of this story, click here.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


On Oct. 16, a male student allegedly raped an ’09 female alum in the 


North Apartments Building C, according to the NECIR investigative 


piece reported in collaboration with other media outlets. (Nick 


Bush/Collegian)


5 Responses to “Confessed rapist remains enrolled after administrative error” 


Ed Cutting says: 


February 26, 2010 at 11:47 am


Let’s see who dropped the ball here.  


If it went to the UMPD that means that it went to (indirectly if not directly) Lisa Kidwell. Kidwell has taken 


protecting women to the point where she routinely uses the Constitution for toilet paper, and yet she let 


this fall through the cracks?


Kidwell routinely goes over to the Deans Office and pressures for students to be expelled – and she 


apparently didn ’t here. 


And then we have four inexperienced new hires in the Dean ’s Office. Worse, they were hired on the 


basis of political correctness and not their knowledge of legal procedures and such.  Willenbrock was 


hired last fall and is out on maternity leave already — there are some ethical issues regarding political 


correctness here.


And while I can speak to her, I can speak to Shawn McGuirk. On April 1, 2009, I was the victim of a 


rather public assault.  I pressed CSC charges and wound up talking to McGuirk. He wanted to talk about 


my schoolwork, he wanted to talk about my feelings and all of that soft & fuzzy stuff.


He finally asked me what I wanted — I said “I want you to prosecute this judicial charge.” He responded 


by asking me “why?” and my response was “because the student violated the CSC.” 


He asked me “is it really that simple” and my response was “yes, it really IS that simple.” Now this is a 


far cry from a rape, but it is reflective of the political correctness that pervades that office.  (And if you 


consider all men to be rapists anyway, why worry about the one who actually is and is confessing to it?)


JoAnne Vanin dropped the ball by not properly supervising someone WHO HAD ONLY BEEN 


WORKING THERE TWO MONTHS at the time.


If it was reported to the UMPD, Chief Johnny Whitehead dropped the ball by not bringing it to ACT. 


JoAnne Vanin dropped the ball by not inquiring about the rape on her CLEARY statistics, and not 


bringing that to ACT. And as this happened in housing and housing staff likely knew, Laura Giles 


dropped the ball by not bringing this to ACT.


Or did ACT itself drop the ball – deciding that rape was insignificant, that harassing Ed Cutting to be of 


far more importance?


And then Jean Kim dropped the ball – she should have made it clear to JoAnne that a new employee 


with only a couple of months on the job ought not be making decisions of this magnitude without 


running it buy a supervisor. And both she and JoAnne are responsible for creating an environment 


where Willenbrock didn ’t feel comfortable asking for a second opinion on such matters, and 


Willenbrock is responsible for not asking for one anyway.


This whole matter yet further demonstrates the urgency of ACT Delinda Est. It would be one thing if the 


university was infringing on student civil rights in a well -intended (but misguided) attempt to protect 


students – but as this so clearly shows, ACT isn ’t even able to accomplish THAT. ACT has thus 


become the McCarthyite Witch Hunt Brigade, and unlike Joe McCarthy, they are actually sober.


The important thing to note here is that the victim knew of her right under FERPA to request the 


outcome of the proceeding. I know this too – but how many other people know that in any proceeding 


where a physical assault is ALLEGED, the victim has the right to know the outcome of the proceeding? 


Last spring, Shawn McGuirk didn ’t even know this. 


Yes, an Assistant Dean of Students who is ignorant of FERPA, I am not making this up. (I couldn ’t be 


this creative….) 


This whole thing shows two things:  First, just how valuable Gladys Rodreguez (who retired last spring) 


was to this university, and second the extent to which political correctness has replaced common 


sense in 227 Whitmore… 


Ed Cutting says:  


February 26, 2010 at 11:51 am 


Let me state what I was just implying – how many MORE cases like this are out there???? 


Particularly in cases involving male victims where there is not a level of support similar to the EWC ’s 


counselor/advocate?


Maureen says: 


February 26, 2010 at 12:23 pm


This is discraceful! As a parent of a Freshman, I was concerned when the sexual assault in 


the library came out. Have they caught the person in that situation. To then knowingly allow a student 


that raped another student to stay in the dorms at the college is beyond belief. This matter should have 


been handed over to the police. It is a criminal matter- not just a school safety matter. At what point do 


we finally stop protecting the criminals and support the vitims! I am very dissapointe in the 


administration!


Casey says:  


February 26, 2010 at 1:44 pm 


Just so you know the Every Woman ’s Center DOES help male victims of sexual assault and 


relationship violence. We serve all victims in the community regardless of gender expression.


Ed Cutting says: 


February 26, 2010 at 3:10 pm


“According to Kim, the student who was sexually assaulted in October initially went to UMPD 


first, but later decided against pursuing criminal charges.” 


Apparently it WAS handed over to the police. The UMPD (or as they like to call themselves the UMAPD) 


is the primary law enforcement agency for the campus, and legally considered to be a municipal 


(town/city) police force under Massachusetts law. 


Detective Lisa “Creative Fiction” Kidwell is the person who deals with rape (and runs the illegal RAD 


program). She should have spoken with the victim, that is protocol.


I personally know of situations where she (and other officers) have taken CORI-protected post-arrest 


information over to the Dean of Students ’ Office (in violation of law) so as to facilitate the expulsion of 


students.


Something happened here beyond even basic UMass incompetence.


WHO IS THE PERP? If he (and we are all assuming it is a he and it well might not be) lives in the North 


Apartments then he either has money or political connections – that is prized real estate. 


This case was broomed – it isn ’t just incompetence – and I want to know why. There were three people 


who should have brought this to ACT, none did, I want to know why.
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Confessed rapist remains enrolled after 
administrative error


By: Matt Rocheleau  | February 26, 2010 |  


A University of Massachusetts student confessed to raping a friend and former student in the fall and 


was mistakenly given a deferred suspension. University officials allowed him to stay on campus, a move 


that now has administrators reexamining UMass’ sanctioning policies and procedures, according to the 


New England Center for Investigative Reporting (NECIR).


The University would only confirm that the student, who is currently enrolled, living on campus, and 


expected to graduate in May, was found responsible under the Student Code of Conduct for a sexual 


assault. The University did not confirm that the act allegedly committed was rape, a felony, as the 


NECIR at Boston University reported in yesterday’s Boston Globe. 


In the early morning of October 16, the Friday 


during homecoming weekend, a male student 


allegedly raped an ’09 female alum in the North 


Apartments Building C, according to the 


investigative piece reported in collaboration 


with other media outlets. The victim reported 


the incident to the dean of students’ office in 


the month that followed. However, an assistant 


dean of students handed down a deferred 


suspension to the alleged offender – a decision 


UMass officials have since said was too lenient 


and have called the situation regrettable, 


Interim Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs 


and Campus Life Jean Kim told The Collegian yesterday.


“Personally, I do not believe the sanction matched the misconduct,” Kim said. 


The deferred suspension sanction, which notifies students that a subsequent violation of the University’s 


Code of Student Conduct will result in suspension, did not follow the proper procedure to necessitate a 


final review and decision by Dean of Students Jo-Anne T. Vanin, said Kim.


However, the University cannot change or add to the sanctions already handed down because, as she 


explained, there is no appeal process allowed to any person other than the accused within the student 


code of conduct .


According to the NECIR’s piece, Christina Willenbrock was the assistant dean who handled the case. 


University officials declined to discuss any disciplinary action that might have or could be taken against 


administrators who handled the case. Kim said there was no one individual to blame for what happened. 


She said the blame instead goes to how the administrative process was set up.


UMass also declined to name either student involved, citing privacy rules – Family Educational Rights 


and Privacy Act (FERPA) – in both instances. 


The University learned of the procedural error last month after the victim contacted UMass to inquire 


about the punishment given to the accused student, Kim said. A review of the case was conducted 


shortly thereafter by Kim, and she has since instituted a written, formal policy that states any cases 


classified among the most serious offenses – level-3, which includes sexual assault, possessing weapons


and distributing illicit substances – are to be sent to the dean of students for review and a final decision. 


Kim is also in the early process of putting together a special committee to review the University’s 


Student Code of Conduct in its entirety, she said.


That committee will later present its recommendations back to Kim. However, any recommended 


changes to the student conduct code would ultimately have to gain the Board of Trustees’ approval 


before their implementation.


“It’s important to put a fix in if you think something’s not working right. But then again, it should then 


ask the larger question, ‘is it time to take a look at the whole system?’ I think it is,” she said, adding that 


such a review “is something that should be done on a periodic basis,” but, “sometimes a situation arises 


that just begs the question.” 


Following the alleged rape, the University reviewed past cases and said there has been no other case in 


which proper procedure was not followed, according to Kim.


“I believe we have a good judicial process in place,” she said. “This was an anomaly, an aberration, but 


there’s always room for improvement.” 


When asked if the assistant dean’s decision may have been an act of favoritism, Kim said it was 


absolutely not the case.


“I can’t explain why it happened. I don’t know,” said Kim of the assistant dean’s failure to have the case


reviewed by the dean. “We take the situation of sexual assault and the safety of all of students very 


seriously,” she said. 


Assistant dean of students, Shawn McGuirk said questions regarding the matter will not be handled by 


the dean of students office and referred questions to Kim. Christina Willenbrock is currently on 


maternity leave, according to Kim, and a voicemail left at her South Hadley residence was not returned.


Students who report a sexual assault are immediately offered counseling, said Kim. The victim then has 


four choices: to report the incident to the UMass Police Department and pursue criminal charges, to have


the incident go under the dean of students’ review, to do both, or to not take action. 


According to Kim, the student who was sexually assaulted in October initially went to UMPD first, but 


later decided against pursuing criminal charges.


Campus spokesman Edward Blaguszewski added that the victim could still decide to pursue criminal 


charges.


Both Blaguszewski and Kim assert that campus reports of sexual assault have declined in recent years 


and credited the downward trend to grant money the campus receives from the Office of Violence 


Against Women of the U.S. Department of Justice.


From July 2003 through June 2007, the Five Colleges received around $700,000 in funding. Of this, 


$300,000 went to UMass, Blaguszewski said. The grant money is used to enhance preventative and 


support services for victims and hold perpetrators responsible. Schools receiving the grants are required 


to report back data on reports of assault.


In 2003, there were 36 forcible sexual offenses at UMass, according to Federal Cleary Report data 


provided by the University. In each of the following two years, that figure dropped by more than half to 


14 such offenses, then dropped again to 12 in 2006, then to nine the next year and then increased slightly


to 11 in 2008, the most-recent year in which data is available.


“Clearly we need to continue to work on reducing these incidents, but we have been moving in the right 


direction,” said Kim. 


Between 2003 and 2007, 26 reports of sexual assault were brought for review by the dean of students. 


Eleven of those cases received sanctions – none were expelled, three were suspended – while the other 


15 were dismissed due either to insufficient evidence, the victim’s request, or the accused student’s 


willful departure from the University, said Blaguszewski. UMass has a broad range of sanctions beyond 


expulsion and suspension, including probation, removal from housing, and fines, he added.


“The full extent of campus sexual assault is often hidden by secret proceedings, shoddy record-keeping, 


and an indifferent bureaucracy,” said Center for Public Integrity Executive Director Bill Buzenberg in a 


press release yesterday.


According to the release from center, which was among the collaborative media outlets involved in a 


larger component of the investigative piece on sexual assaults on college campuses in Wednesday ’s 


Globe, “Students found ‘responsible’ for sexual assaults on campus often face little or no punishment 


from school judicial systems, while their victims’ lives are frequently turned upside down.” 


It claims UMass is not alone in having mishandled a sexual assault case, and many students were 


troubled by the news yesterday.


“I think this campus makes a big deal about stupid things a lot of times and not a big deal about serious 


things like this,” said UMass sophomore Tim Miller, a natural resources conservation major. “People are 


getting all of these crazy suspensions for things like downloading music, and something like this happens


and gets overlooked.” 


Undeclared sophomore, Liz Zheng, said, “Of course [the sanction handed down] is not right, but there’s 


not really much that can be done about it now, so I’m not sure.” She added, “I think what happens from


here is really up to [the victim.]” 


For details about the safety services provided at UMass, visit 
www.umass.edu/umpd/safety/rapeprevention and www.umass.edu/ewc.


For continued coverage of this story, click here.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


On Oct. 16, a male student allegedly raped an ’09 female alum in the 


North Apartments Building C, according to the NECIR investigative 


piece reported in collaboration with other media outlets. (Nick 


Bush/Collegian)


5 Responses to “Confessed rapist remains enrolled after administrative error” 


Ed Cutting says: 


February 26, 2010 at 11:47 am


Let’s see who dropped the ball here.  


If it went to the UMPD that means that it went to (indirectly if not directly) Lisa Kidwell. Kidwell has taken 


protecting women to the point where she routinely uses the Constitution for toilet paper, and yet she let 


this fall through the cracks?


Kidwell routinely goes over to the Deans Office and pressures for students to be expelled – and she 


apparently didn ’t here. 


And then we have four inexperienced new hires in the Dean ’s Office. Worse, they were hired on the 


basis of political correctness and not their knowledge of legal procedures and such.  Willenbrock was 


hired last fall and is out on maternity leave already — there are some ethical issues regarding political 


correctness here.


And while I can speak to her, I can speak to Shawn McGuirk. On April 1, 2009, I was the victim of a 


rather public assault.  I pressed CSC charges and wound up talking to McGuirk. He wanted to talk about 


my schoolwork, he wanted to talk about my feelings and all of that soft & fuzzy stuff.


He finally asked me what I wanted — I said “I want you to prosecute this judicial charge.” He responded 


by asking me “why?” and my response was “because the student violated the CSC.” 


He asked me “is it really that simple” and my response was “yes, it really IS that simple.” Now this is a 


far cry from a rape, but it is reflective of the political correctness that pervades that office.  (And if you 


consider all men to be rapists anyway, why worry about the one who actually is and is confessing to it?)


JoAnne Vanin dropped the ball by not properly supervising someone WHO HAD ONLY BEEN 


WORKING THERE TWO MONTHS at the time.


If it was reported to the UMPD, Chief Johnny Whitehead dropped the ball by not bringing it to ACT. 


JoAnne Vanin dropped the ball by not inquiring about the rape on her CLEARY statistics, and not 


bringing that to ACT. And as this happened in housing and housing staff likely knew, Laura Giles 


dropped the ball by not bringing this to ACT.


Or did ACT itself drop the ball – deciding that rape was insignificant, that harassing Ed Cutting to be of 


far more importance?


And then Jean Kim dropped the ball – she should have made it clear to JoAnne that a new employee 


with only a couple of months on the job ought not be making decisions of this magnitude without 


running it buy a supervisor. And both she and JoAnne are responsible for creating an environment 


where Willenbrock didn ’t feel comfortable asking for a second opinion on such matters, and 


Willenbrock is responsible for not asking for one anyway.


This whole matter yet further demonstrates the urgency of ACT Delinda Est. It would be one thing if the 


university was infringing on student civil rights in a well -intended (but misguided) attempt to protect 


students – but as this so clearly shows, ACT isn ’t even able to accomplish THAT. ACT has thus 


become the McCarthyite Witch Hunt Brigade, and unlike Joe McCarthy, they are actually sober.


The important thing to note here is that the victim knew of her right under FERPA to request the 


outcome of the proceeding. I know this too – but how many other people know that in any proceeding 


where a physical assault is ALLEGED, the victim has the right to know the outcome of the proceeding? 


Last spring, Shawn McGuirk didn ’t even know this. 


Yes, an Assistant Dean of Students who is ignorant of FERPA, I am not making this up. (I couldn ’t be 


this creative….) 


This whole thing shows two things:  First, just how valuable Gladys Rodreguez (who retired last spring) 


was to this university, and second the extent to which political correctness has replaced common 


sense in 227 Whitmore… 


Ed Cutting says:  


February 26, 2010 at 11:51 am 


Let me state what I was just implying – how many MORE cases like this are out there???? 


Particularly in cases involving male victims where there is not a level of support similar to the EWC ’s 


counselor/advocate?


Maureen says: 


February 26, 2010 at 12:23 pm


This is discraceful! As a parent of a Freshman, I was concerned when the sexual assault in 


the library came out. Have they caught the person in that situation. To then knowingly allow a student 


that raped another student to stay in the dorms at the college is beyond belief. This matter should have 


been handed over to the police. It is a criminal matter- not just a school safety matter. At what point do 


we finally stop protecting the criminals and support the vitims! I am very dissapointe in the 


administration!


Casey says:  


February 26, 2010 at 1:44 pm 


Just so you know the Every Woman ’s Center DOES help male victims of sexual assault and 


relationship violence. We serve all victims in the community regardless of gender expression.


Ed Cutting says: 


February 26, 2010 at 3:10 pm


“According to Kim, the student who was sexually assaulted in October initially went to UMPD 


first, but later decided against pursuing criminal charges.” 


Apparently it WAS handed over to the police. The UMPD (or as they like to call themselves the UMAPD) 


is the primary law enforcement agency for the campus, and legally considered to be a municipal 


(town/city) police force under Massachusetts law. 


Detective Lisa “Creative Fiction” Kidwell is the person who deals with rape (and runs the illegal RAD 


program). She should have spoken with the victim, that is protocol.


I personally know of situations where she (and other officers) have taken CORI-protected post-arrest 


information over to the Dean of Students ’ Office (in violation of law) so as to facilitate the expulsion of 


students.


Something happened here beyond even basic UMass incompetence.


WHO IS THE PERP? If he (and we are all assuming it is a he and it well might not be) lives in the North 


Apartments then he either has money or political connections – that is prized real estate. 


This case was broomed – it isn ’t just incompetence – and I want to know why. There were three people 


who should have brought this to ACT, none did, I want to know why.
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The Amherst Wire  A Web-based 


news magazine and Collegian 


media partner.  
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District Attorney’s office discusses UMass rape 
situation
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  March 07, 2010 |  


The county’s district attorney’s office did not comment on a sexual assault case recently mishandled by 


campus administrators, but an official there said Friday that most instances of sexual assault require the 


victim’s consent and willingness to testify in court for the case to move toward prosecution. 


A University of Massachusetts student confessed to raping a friend and former student in the fall and 


was mistakenly given a deferred suspension, according to an article  by the New England Center for 


Investigative Reporting (NECIR) at Boston University published last week. University officials allowed 


him to stay on campus, a move that has been called “unacceptable” and now has administrators 


reexamining UMass’ sanctioning policies and procedures. 


The victim in the case reported the incident to the UMass Police Department (UMPD), according to 


University officials. Though the victim decided against pressing charges at the time, she may still do so.


But, because more details about the case remain unknown – including the names of both the accused 


student and the victim – the district attorney’s office was not able to confirm whether or not they have 


had any involvement in the case, said First Assistant District Attorney Renee Steese of Northwestern 


District Attorney Elizabeth Scheibel’s office, and therefore declined to comment directly on the matter.  


Steese confirmed that student judicial records – including testimony given by a student during their 


judicial hearing – can be subpoenaed by the district attorney’s office for criminal prosecution. 


“If we’re engaged in a prosecution, we would make every effort to obtain that record,” she said. 


However, in most cases, the district attorney needs to be contacted either by local or state police, a 


crime lab or the victim in order to press charges, Steese said.


“For us to conduct a prosecution, there needs to be a complainant,” she said. “We don’t hear about 


every sexual assault. Typically, we become aware of reports of sexual abuse through the police 


department, communications from the crime lab regarding DNA analysis, or from the victim directly 


calling the district attorney’s office or the state police detective unit assigned to this office.” 


Steese also said that moving cases of sexual assault forward is often dependent on the victim’s desire to 


do so, as well as whether the victim agrees to testify.


“In the vast majority of sexual assault cases, the victim will be testifying at trial,” she said. “In a criminal


prosecution, the victim is going to have to testify.” 


In order to prove an accused person is guilty beyond a reasonable doubt, “you have to have someone say


‘This person did this to me,’” added Steese. “You can’t have someone just say ‘Yes, I did this.’” 


Victims are often reluctant to testify in such situations because of the trauma they’ve been through and 


desire to keep the matter private.


When considering whether or not to press charges, “The position of the victim on participating in the 


criminal process is given great weight by the office because of the nature of the offense,” Steese said. 


Although the student in this case has not yet sought to press charges, she may still do so. The statute of 


limitations for rape in Massachusetts is 15 years.


Word leaked last week that the victim, a 2009 UMass graduate, provided information to the dean of 


students’ office, which handles disciplinary matters, last fall. While in most cases students are given 


more serious punishments for sexual assault offenses, this student was given a deferred suspension, 


which administrators have called a collective mistake and apologized for in an attempt to regain the faith 


of the student body. Several female students have also since come forward and said they have had 


similar difficulties presenting their cases to administrators.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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District Attorney’s office discusses UMass rape 
situation
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  March 07, 2010 |  


The county’s district attorney’s office did not comment on a sexual assault case recently mishandled by 


campus administrators, but an official there said Friday that most instances of sexual assault require the 


victim’s consent and willingness to testify in court for the case to move toward prosecution. 


A University of Massachusetts student confessed to raping a friend and former student in the fall and 


was mistakenly given a deferred suspension, according to an article  by the New England Center for 


Investigative Reporting (NECIR) at Boston University published last week. University officials allowed 


him to stay on campus, a move that has been called “unacceptable” and now has administrators 


reexamining UMass’ sanctioning policies and procedures. 


The victim in the case reported the incident to the UMass Police Department (UMPD), according to 


University officials. Though the victim decided against pressing charges at the time, she may still do so.


But, because more details about the case remain unknown – including the names of both the accused 


student and the victim – the district attorney’s office was not able to confirm whether or not they have 


had any involvement in the case, said First Assistant District Attorney Renee Steese of Northwestern 


District Attorney Elizabeth Scheibel’s office, and therefore declined to comment directly on the matter.  


Steese confirmed that student judicial records – including testimony given by a student during their 


judicial hearing – can be subpoenaed by the district attorney’s office for criminal prosecution. 


“If we’re engaged in a prosecution, we would make every effort to obtain that record,” she said. 


However, in most cases, the district attorney needs to be contacted either by local or state police, a 


crime lab or the victim in order to press charges, Steese said.


“For us to conduct a prosecution, there needs to be a complainant,” she said. “We don’t hear about 


every sexual assault. Typically, we become aware of reports of sexual abuse through the police 


department, communications from the crime lab regarding DNA analysis, or from the victim directly 


calling the district attorney’s office or the state police detective unit assigned to this office.” 


Steese also said that moving cases of sexual assault forward is often dependent on the victim’s desire to 


do so, as well as whether the victim agrees to testify.


“In the vast majority of sexual assault cases, the victim will be testifying at trial,” she said. “In a criminal


prosecution, the victim is going to have to testify.” 


In order to prove an accused person is guilty beyond a reasonable doubt, “you have to have someone say


‘This person did this to me,’” added Steese. “You can’t have someone just say ‘Yes, I did this.’” 


Victims are often reluctant to testify in such situations because of the trauma they’ve been through and 


desire to keep the matter private.


When considering whether or not to press charges, “The position of the victim on participating in the 


criminal process is given great weight by the office because of the nature of the offense,” Steese said. 


Although the student in this case has not yet sought to press charges, she may still do so. The statute of 


limitations for rape in Massachusetts is 15 years.


Word leaked last week that the victim, a 2009 UMass graduate, provided information to the dean of 


students’ office, which handles disciplinary matters, last fall. While in most cases students are given 


more serious punishments for sexual assault offenses, this student was given a deferred suspension, 


which administrators have called a collective mistake and apologized for in an attempt to regain the faith 


of the student body. Several female students have also since come forward and said they have had 


similar difficulties presenting their cases to administrators.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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 UM: No ‘magic bullet’ to regain trust after rape case
mishandling (Video) 
 


By: Matt Rocheleau, Alyssa Creamer and Hannah McGoldrick | March 05, 2010 | ShareThis  


[*An update was posted to the end of this story Friday after the district attorney's office was contacted.]


There is no “magic bullet” to earn back the trust lost from the administration’s “unacceptable” 


mishandling of an alleged rape case, the University of Massachusetts’ dean of students told the campus 


community last night. 


At an emotional, one-hour discussion, campus administrators were challenged Thursday with questions 


on how and why a student who reportedly confessed to raping a UMass alum last fall received “too 
light” of a punishment. 


 


Though little new information regarding the case was announced before a crowd of around 50 last night,


Dean of Students Jo-Anne T. Vanin revealed that the accused student is no longer living on campus, but 


is still enrolled in classes. She declined to disclose when the student moved off campus and if he did so 


on his own or if it was the University’s decision, but she did say it was a permanent move. 


Amanda Molina, a UMass graduate student pursuing a master’s in history, was one of three female 


students who spoke about their own experiences with sexual assault. Two of the students said they felt 


their respective cases were mishandled after reporting the incidents to the UMass Police Department 


(UMPD) and the Dean of Students office. 


“My junior year I was drugged and raped in a dorm,” said Molina. “The case in my opinion was 


completely mishandled. I don’t know about the University disciplinary part of it, but as far as the UMass 


Police Department, I felt harassed and victimized.” 


“We not only train our department on how to handle [sexual assault] but also how to be sensitive to 


[sexual assault cases]. I’m sorry if you had a bad experience,” responded UMPD Chief Johnny 


Whitehead. 


Erika Tabur, a kinesiology major said, “I have three friends on this campus that have been victims of 


sexual assault. Two of them went to both the police and the dean, and nothing came of it. I myself had a


sexually abusive boyfriend, who also victimized more women on this campus. I befriended one of the 


girls and at different times we both went to the police.” 


“I had a terrible experience with them,” she continued. “I was told verbatim by a detective ‘the guy’s a 


jerk, and unfortunately being a jerk isn’t against the law.’ After that, I continued to go and file a dean 


complaint but I didn’t follow through with it, but the other girl did and dealt with the same man I did. 


She was basically given the same treatment. There was a third girl victimized by the same man who was


too afraid to go forward.” 


Many of the speakers at the event said they were dumbfounded the University could allow what is 


normally a difficult offense to prosecute to receive such a light punishment, when the accused student 


had allegedly confessed to the accusations. 


“I understand that it was a grey area, and it pretty much was our word against his,” said Tabur. “To 
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hear about this incident in which it was confirmed that this man on campus was a rapist and nothing, 


nothing that really justified it came about from it …  I just have to say that I hate that it took The Boston 


Globe to get a hold of this story to bring it forward and be acknowledged. … People want to come to a 


safe school, and I just don’t want UMass to be one of those schools [that covers up sexual assault 


cases].” 


In the case in question, a UMass student confessed to raping a friend and former student in the fall and 


was mistakenly given a deferred suspension, according to an article by the New England Center for 
Investigative Reporting (NECIR) at Boston University published last week. University officials allowed 


him to stay on campus, a move that now has administrators reexamining UMass’ sanctioning policies 


and procedures. 


Further details on the formation of a special commission, which will review the entire Code of Student 


Conduct (CSC) – something that has not been done since the mid-1990s – were announced by interim 


Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs and Campus Life Jean Kim. She said the commission will begin 


reviewing the conduct code shortly after spring break and will make recommendations back to her by 


November. It is expected to be a 12-person committee which will include five students, Kim said. Any 


recommended changes to the student conduct code would ultimately have to gain the Board of Trustees’


approval before their implementation. 


Kim told the Collegian last week that the Dean of Students office has also instituted a written, formal 


policy to clarify that any cases classified among the most serious offenses, including sexual assault, are 


to be sent to the Dean of Students for review and a final decision. 


There was no one individual to blame for what Kim said last week was too lenient of a punishment and a


regrettable situation. She said the blame instead goes to the set up of the administrative process. 


“Personally, I do not believe the sanction matched the misconduct,” Kim said. 


“I can’t explain why it happened. I don’t know,” added Kim referring to the failure to have the case 


follow proper protocol. 


Vanin said the dean who handled the case told the accused student what the sanction would be during a 


judicial hearing and the student signed a form agreeing to his punishment before Vanin was given the 


case to review. 


“I think it’s a very big deal, and I wish, I wish, it was possible to go back and change it,” said Vanin of 


the deferred suspension. 


However, the University cannot change or add to the sanctions already handed down through the student


judicial system because, as Kim explained last week, there is no appeal process allowed to any person 


other than the accused. 


“It’s hard to earn trust. And I know right now, my office has lost a lot of trust, and it is going to take 


the work that we do going forward and how we handle our cases to earn that trust back,” said Vanin. 


“There is not a magic bullet I can do or my staff can do to regain that.” 


Following the alleged rape, the University reviewed past cases and said there has been no other case in 


which proper procedure was not followed, said Kim in. 


The University has withheld some details about the case due to federal privacy laws. However, the 


University has repeatedly refused to confirm NECIR’s reports that the case was handled by Assistant 
Dean of Students Christina Willenbrock and has also declined to disclose any disciplinary action that 


might have or could be taken against administrators who mishandled the case. 


UMass is not legally required to withhold that information, but rather it is UMass’ choice to do so and is 


consistent with how UMass handles what it considers personnel matters, said Director of News and 


Media Relations Ed Blaguszewski Tuesday. 


Willenbrock reluctantly declined to comment to Collegian reporters who visited her South Hadley home 


Tuesday. 


“The University won’t let me speak about it,” she said. “I would love to tell you all my opinions and 


thoughts on the matter, but I really can’t.” 


University officials have thus far declined to comment on Willenbrock’s statement. 


[*Below is an update posted Friday after the district attorney's office was contacted.] 


The victim in the case also reported the incident to UMPD, according to Kim. Though the victim decided


against pressing charges at the time, she may still do so if she has not already. 


The county’s district attorney’s office did not comment on the sexual assault case directly, but an 


official there said Friday that most instances of sexual assault require the victim’s consent and 


willingness to testify in court for the case to move towards prosecution. 


But, because more details about the case remain unknown – including the names of both the accused 


student and the victim – the district attorney’s office was not able to confirm whether or not they have 


had any involvement in the case, said First Assistant District Attorney Renee Steese of Northwestern 


District Attorney Elizabeth D. Scheibel’s office; and therefore declined to comment directly on the 


matter. 


Steese confirmed that student judicial records – including testimony given by a student during their 
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judicial hearing – can be subpoenaed by the district attorney’s office for criminal prosecution. 


“If we’re engaged in a prosecution, we would make every effort to obtain that record,” she said. 


However, in most cases, the district attorney needs to be contacted either by local or state police, a 


crime lab or the victim in order to press charges, Steese said. 


“For us to conduct a prosecution, there needs to be a complainant,” she said. “We don’t hear about 


every sexual assault. Typically, we become aware of reports of sexual abuse through the police 


department, communications from the crime lab regarding DNA analysis or from the victim directly 


calling the district attorney’s office or the state police detective unit assigned to this office.” 


Steese also said that moving cases of sexual assault forward is often dependent on the victim’s desire to 


do so, as well as whether the victim agrees to testify. 


“In the vast majority of sexual assault cases, the victim will be testifying at trial,” she said. “In a criminal


prosecution, the victim is going to have to testify.” 


In order to prove an accused person is guilty beyond a reasonable doubt, “you have to have someone say


‘this person did this to me,’” added Steese. “You can’t have someone just say ‘yes, I did this.’” 


And, victims are often reluctant to testify in such situations because of the trauma they’ve been through 


and due to a desire to keep the matter private. 


When considering whether or not to press charges, “The position of the victim on participating in the 


criminal process is given great weight by the office because of the nature of the offense,” Steese said. 


For continued coverage of this story, click here. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. Alyssa Creamer can be reached at 


acreamer@student.umass.edu. Hannah McGoldrick can be reached at hmcgoldr@student.umass.edu. 


2 Responses to “UM: No ‘magic bullet’ to regain trust after rape case mishandling (Video)” 


Larry Kelley says:  


March 5, 2010 at 11:27 am 


So he no longer lives on campus? That means Umass sent him off to an unsuspecting 


neighboring town. Isn’t that the way the Catholic Church once handled pedophile priests? 


Thanks, Umass. 


Ed Cutting says:  


March 5, 2010 at 12:47 pm 


Larry, it is even worse than that. He was sent off to a place where unsuspecting women 


traveling on business often stay for the night. 


And as to my Dear Dean Vanin, I want one question answered: Exactly what part of “…may pose a 


threat to … others” does an admitted rapist not constitute? Past behavior predicts future (a concept you 


kinda overlooked last fall) and someone who has raped in the past is statistically likely to go do it 


again. I think the EWC has statistics on that??? 


And if anyone has an audio recording of our exchange, I would dearly love a copy (the Collegian knows 


how to reach me) but I remember Vanin saying “As I said earlier, ACT has already acted.” 


So as I understand it, it wasn’t an appropriate case for ACT in the fall, but now that the Globe knows 


about him, it became an appropriate case for the March 3rd ACT meeting; it wasn’t a concern he was 


living in North all fall/winter, but now the Globe knows of him, he is a threat to the community. 


Ladies, there isn’t a bit of “violence against women” stuff that is going to possibly address this issue. 


There are very few men who truly are violent to women, everyone at UMass who needed to know about 


him knew that, and look what happened? A few billboards is not going to change that…. 
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UMass spends record $489 million on research in 
2009
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  March 12, 2010 |  


After a record $54 million rise from 2008, 


research spending hit an all­time high of 


$489.1 million at the University of 


Massachusetts last year, according to an 


announcement from UMass yesterday.


Of the nearly $500 million spent on research in 


FY2009, $160.7 million was spent by the 


Amherst campus, second in the University 


system only to the Worcester campus, which 


spent $204 million, according to a UMass 


press release.


The flagship campus spent around $4 million 


more a year ago than it did in FY2008, and leads the five­campus system in “in key technology areas, 


such as lower­atmosphere weather radar, materials for solar energy and nanomanufacturing,” 


Thursday’s release said. 


“The University of Massachusetts is being recognized as a major force in the world of research, as 


evidenced by the millions of dollars in research funding that is pouring into all five of our campuses,” 


said University President Jack M. Wilson in the release. “Our faculty is being recognized for pioneering 


work that improves and saves lives.” 


Around 58 percent of the total University research funding came from the federal government in 2009, 


25 percent from UMass, 3 percent from state and local government, 6 percent from industry and 8 


percent from other sources, like private foundations.


The growth of University’s total research expenditures has significantly outpaced the national average in 


recent years. A new University report shows UMass’ research spending rose by 9.5 percent in FY2008 


compared to the national university growth rate of 5.2 percent. And, research spending climbed 34 


percent at UMass from FY2003 to FY2008, while the countrywide average increased by 23 percent over


the same time period.


UMass ranks third statewide – behind the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and Harvard 


University – and fourth in New England – trailing MIT, Harvard and Yale University – in higher 


educational research activity.


“In Massachusetts, our greatest natural resource is our brainpower, and the University of Massachusetts


is committed to making sure that knowledge, innovation and discovery are always driving the state 


forward and leading us to new opportunities and new prosperity,” Wilson said. 


Nearly 96 percent of last year’s research funding at UMass fell under the category of science and 


engineering, with 56 percent of that occurring in the life sciences.


The Lowell campus spent $56.7 million on research last year, partnering with other local universities and


industry on a nanomanufacturing research center as well as the expansion of biomanufacturing research 


and industry services program, said the release.


UMass Boston’s expenditures were $47 million in 2009 and focused on life sciences research and health 


care collaborations with major Boston institutions, including Children’s Hospital and Dana­


Farber/Harvard Cancer Center. Meanwhile, a new initiative in marine renewable energy, including a 


regional university­industry research consortium and proposed technology demonstration site in 


Muskegat Channel, was the focus at the Dartmouth campus, which spent $20.7 million a year ago.


The Worcester campus’ major initiative was translating research to improve clinical outcomes, with an 


emphasis on gene therapy, stem cell therapy and RNAi therapeutics, the release said.


“Research is an important component for any major university,” Wilson added. “Research expands the 


boundaries of human knowledge and also fuels economic growth, while at the same time paying 


dividends in the classroom by exposing students to faculty members who are the leading thinkers in their


fields.” 


Wilson, who called research “rocket fuel for the state’s innovation economy,” created the President’s 


Science and Technology Fund, which seeds promising research projects on all five campuses. That fund


has provided about $1 million in project funding since its inception in 2004 and has been responsible for 


43 projects to date, which have gone on to attract over $100 million in additional funding from external 


sources, said the release.


Research strengthens existing Bay State companies and helps to create companies and jobs by leading to 


scientific breakthroughs and new products, the release added.


Examples of research strengthening existing companies include UMass Amherst’s radar systems work 


with Raytheon, while research spinoffs include Konarka, a solar energy company which evolved from 


faculty research at the Lowell campus.


Growth in research spending and funding has been coupled with an increase in the income the University


derives from faculty discoveries and products. UMass ranks in the top 15 nationally in generating 


licensing and royalty income from faculty innovations and discoveries taken from the lab to the 


marketplace, according to the release. Annual intellectual property income has risen from $20 million in 


FY 2003 to $73 million last year.


The University’s FY 2009 expenditure report can be found at: 


http://www.massachusetts.edu/ir/irannualpublications.html


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


(Courtesy www.massachusetts.edu/ir/irannualpublications.html)
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UMass spends record $489 million on research in 
2009
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  March 12, 2010 |  


After a record $54 million rise from 2008, 


research spending hit an all­time high of 


$489.1 million at the University of 


Massachusetts last year, according to an 


announcement from UMass yesterday.


Of the nearly $500 million spent on research in 


FY2009, $160.7 million was spent by the 


Amherst campus, second in the University 


system only to the Worcester campus, which 


spent $204 million, according to a UMass 


press release.


The flagship campus spent around $4 million 


more a year ago than it did in FY2008, and leads the five­campus system in “in key technology areas, 


such as lower­atmosphere weather radar, materials for solar energy and nanomanufacturing,” 


Thursday’s release said. 


“The University of Massachusetts is being recognized as a major force in the world of research, as 


evidenced by the millions of dollars in research funding that is pouring into all five of our campuses,” 


said University President Jack M. Wilson in the release. “Our faculty is being recognized for pioneering 


work that improves and saves lives.” 


Around 58 percent of the total University research funding came from the federal government in 2009, 


25 percent from UMass, 3 percent from state and local government, 6 percent from industry and 8 


percent from other sources, like private foundations.


The growth of University’s total research expenditures has significantly outpaced the national average in 


recent years. A new University report shows UMass’ research spending rose by 9.5 percent in FY2008 


compared to the national university growth rate of 5.2 percent. And, research spending climbed 34 


percent at UMass from FY2003 to FY2008, while the countrywide average increased by 23 percent over


the same time period.


UMass ranks third statewide – behind the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and Harvard 


University – and fourth in New England – trailing MIT, Harvard and Yale University – in higher 


educational research activity.


“In Massachusetts, our greatest natural resource is our brainpower, and the University of Massachusetts


is committed to making sure that knowledge, innovation and discovery are always driving the state 


forward and leading us to new opportunities and new prosperity,” Wilson said. 


Nearly 96 percent of last year’s research funding at UMass fell under the category of science and 


engineering, with 56 percent of that occurring in the life sciences.


The Lowell campus spent $56.7 million on research last year, partnering with other local universities and


industry on a nanomanufacturing research center as well as the expansion of biomanufacturing research 


and industry services program, said the release.


UMass Boston’s expenditures were $47 million in 2009 and focused on life sciences research and health 


care collaborations with major Boston institutions, including Children’s Hospital and Dana­


Farber/Harvard Cancer Center. Meanwhile, a new initiative in marine renewable energy, including a 


regional university­industry research consortium and proposed technology demonstration site in 


Muskegat Channel, was the focus at the Dartmouth campus, which spent $20.7 million a year ago.


The Worcester campus’ major initiative was translating research to improve clinical outcomes, with an 


emphasis on gene therapy, stem cell therapy and RNAi therapeutics, the release said.


“Research is an important component for any major university,” Wilson added. “Research expands the 


boundaries of human knowledge and also fuels economic growth, while at the same time paying 


dividends in the classroom by exposing students to faculty members who are the leading thinkers in their


fields.” 


Wilson, who called research “rocket fuel for the state’s innovation economy,” created the President’s 


Science and Technology Fund, which seeds promising research projects on all five campuses. That fund


has provided about $1 million in project funding since its inception in 2004 and has been responsible for 


43 projects to date, which have gone on to attract over $100 million in additional funding from external 


sources, said the release.


Research strengthens existing Bay State companies and helps to create companies and jobs by leading to 


scientific breakthroughs and new products, the release added.


Examples of research strengthening existing companies include UMass Amherst’s radar systems work 


with Raytheon, while research spinoffs include Konarka, a solar energy company which evolved from 


faculty research at the Lowell campus.


Growth in research spending and funding has been coupled with an increase in the income the University


derives from faculty discoveries and products. UMass ranks in the top 15 nationally in generating 


licensing and royalty income from faculty innovations and discoveries taken from the lab to the 


marketplace, according to the release. Annual intellectual property income has risen from $20 million in 


FY 2003 to $73 million last year.


The University’s FY 2009 expenditure report can be found at: 


http://www.massachusetts.edu/ir/irannualpublications.html


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


(Courtesy www.massachusetts.edu/ir/irannualpublications.html)
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Interim vice chancellor takes over post 
permanently


By: Matt Rocheleau  | March 29, 2010 |  


After serving for nine months on an interim basis, Jean Kim was appointed the first permanent vice 


chancellor for student affairs and campus life in over two years, according to an announcement made 


yesterday by the University of Massachusetts.


Kim was one of four final candidates vying for the position which oversees a variety of offices critical to


student life including Housing Services, University Health Services, the Faculty and Staff Assistance 


Program and the Dean of Students Office, which also includes campus activities and the judicial 


program.


The post has not been permanently filled since Michael Gargano, Jr. left the University in Jan. 2008. 


There have since been two interim vice chancellors: Esther Terry, who served in the role for 17 months,


and Kim, who began a one-year interim term last July.


According to prior interviews with University spokesman Tom Milligan, who was the chair of a 10-


member committee established to conduct a nationwide search and then select the vice chancellor, the 


position is “the unit most responsible for building the best living and learning environment in partnership 


with academic affairs and the rest of campus.” 


Kim is a UMass Amherst alumna who launched her career in student affairs at the University’s flagship 


campus in the mid-1970s. She has worked at seven universities and this will be Kim’s fifth tenure as the 


chief student affairs officer.


Chancellor Robert C. Holub announced the appointment Monday, citing Kim’s experience as a student 


affairs administrator and her “outstanding” performance as interim vice chancellor, according to a 


University press release.


“We are fortunate indeed to be able to look to someone not only who knows the challenges of this job, 


but who also has shown grace, leadership and vision in meeting those challenges in recent months,” said 


Holub in yesterday’s release. 


Kim called her appointment “a true honor, and a vote of confidence for which I am extremely grateful.” 


“The last nine months have been wonderfully engaging and rewarding for me,” said Kim in the release. 


“I can’t tell you how delighted I am to be able to continue the work we have begun and to continue to 


serve our students and this University. I find our students to be very thoughtful and a joy to work with.”


During her interim appointment the student affairs division worked to strengthen its managerial 


infrastructure, including the completion of a strategic plan and programmatic realignments; developing a 


campus-wide plan to enhance the first-year experience; planning for on-campus housing expansion; and 


increasing collaboration with academic colleagues on integrating the students’ living-learning 


experiences, she said in the release.


After earning a bachelor’s degree in sociology at UMass Amherst in 1973, Kim served as a senior head 


of residence from 1974 to 1978 in John Quincy Adams Tower and assistant director of Southwest 


Residential College from 1978 to 1979. She also worked as assistant director of the Student 


Development and Counseling Center at UMass Amherst from 1979 to 1981. During those years, Kim 


completed a master’s degree in sociology and a doctorate in counseling psychology at UMass.  


Subsequently, Kim served as director of student development at Western New England College in 


Springfield; assistant dean for graduate student affairs at Stanford University in Calif.; vice president for 


student affairs and dean of students at the University of Hartford in Conn.; vice chancellor for student 


affairs at the University of Colorado at Boulder; vice president for student affairs and dean of students at 


the University of Puget Sound in Wash., and vice chancellor for student affairs at UMass Dartmouth, the


release said.


Kim has also been an instructor at the UMass Amherst School of Education and the department of ethnic


studies at the University of Colorado at Boulder. She was an adjunct faculty member in the business 


school at Western New England College.


Throughout her career, she has also been a consultant to corporations, higher education institutions and 


organizations on issues such as career development, multicultural workforce management, cross cultural


communication, diversity training, strategic planning, team and leadership development and executive 


coaching, said the release.


Kim was born in South Korea and immigrated to the U.S. at the age of 12. She is a first-generation 


college student, and a beneficiary of public higher education. She is the mother of two college-educated 


daughters, the release said.


The other final candidates for the post were Kevin E. Charles, assistant vice president for student and 


academic services at the University of New Hampshire, Margaret A. Jablonski, vice chancellor for 


student affairs at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and Michael R. Laliberte, vice president 


for student affairs at Boise State University in Idaho.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


One Response to “Interim vice chancellor takes over post permanently” 


orange_cone says: 


March 30, 2010 at 7:34 am


“Chancellor Robert C. Holub announced the appointment Monday, citing Kim ’s experience 


as a student affairs administrator and her “outstanding” performance as interim vice chancellor, 


according to a University press release. ” 


Outstanding performance in covering up after a rapist as an initial monumental contribution!
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Interim vice chancellor takes over post 
permanently


By: Matt Rocheleau  | March 29, 2010 |  


After serving for nine months on an interim basis, Jean Kim was appointed the first permanent vice 


chancellor for student affairs and campus life in over two years, according to an announcement made 


yesterday by the University of Massachusetts.


Kim was one of four final candidates vying for the position which oversees a variety of offices critical to


student life including Housing Services, University Health Services, the Faculty and Staff Assistance 


Program and the Dean of Students Office, which also includes campus activities and the judicial 


program.


The post has not been permanently filled since Michael Gargano, Jr. left the University in Jan. 2008. 


There have since been two interim vice chancellors: Esther Terry, who served in the role for 17 months,


and Kim, who began a one-year interim term last July.


According to prior interviews with University spokesman Tom Milligan, who was the chair of a 10-


member committee established to conduct a nationwide search and then select the vice chancellor, the 


position is “the unit most responsible for building the best living and learning environment in partnership 


with academic affairs and the rest of campus.” 


Kim is a UMass Amherst alumna who launched her career in student affairs at the University’s flagship 


campus in the mid-1970s. She has worked at seven universities and this will be Kim’s fifth tenure as the 


chief student affairs officer.


Chancellor Robert C. Holub announced the appointment Monday, citing Kim’s experience as a student 


affairs administrator and her “outstanding” performance as interim vice chancellor, according to a 


University press release.


“We are fortunate indeed to be able to look to someone not only who knows the challenges of this job, 


but who also has shown grace, leadership and vision in meeting those challenges in recent months,” said 


Holub in yesterday’s release. 


Kim called her appointment “a true honor, and a vote of confidence for which I am extremely grateful.” 


“The last nine months have been wonderfully engaging and rewarding for me,” said Kim in the release. 


“I can’t tell you how delighted I am to be able to continue the work we have begun and to continue to 


serve our students and this University. I find our students to be very thoughtful and a joy to work with.”


During her interim appointment the student affairs division worked to strengthen its managerial 


infrastructure, including the completion of a strategic plan and programmatic realignments; developing a 


campus-wide plan to enhance the first-year experience; planning for on-campus housing expansion; and 


increasing collaboration with academic colleagues on integrating the students’ living-learning 


experiences, she said in the release.


After earning a bachelor’s degree in sociology at UMass Amherst in 1973, Kim served as a senior head 


of residence from 1974 to 1978 in John Quincy Adams Tower and assistant director of Southwest 


Residential College from 1978 to 1979. She also worked as assistant director of the Student 


Development and Counseling Center at UMass Amherst from 1979 to 1981. During those years, Kim 


completed a master’s degree in sociology and a doctorate in counseling psychology at UMass.  


Subsequently, Kim served as director of student development at Western New England College in 


Springfield; assistant dean for graduate student affairs at Stanford University in Calif.; vice president for 


student affairs and dean of students at the University of Hartford in Conn.; vice chancellor for student 


affairs at the University of Colorado at Boulder; vice president for student affairs and dean of students at 


the University of Puget Sound in Wash., and vice chancellor for student affairs at UMass Dartmouth, the


release said.


Kim has also been an instructor at the UMass Amherst School of Education and the department of ethnic


studies at the University of Colorado at Boulder. She was an adjunct faculty member in the business 


school at Western New England College.


Throughout her career, she has also been a consultant to corporations, higher education institutions and 


organizations on issues such as career development, multicultural workforce management, cross cultural


communication, diversity training, strategic planning, team and leadership development and executive 


coaching, said the release.


Kim was born in South Korea and immigrated to the U.S. at the age of 12. She is a first-generation 


college student, and a beneficiary of public higher education. She is the mother of two college-educated 


daughters, the release said.


The other final candidates for the post were Kevin E. Charles, assistant vice president for student and 


academic services at the University of New Hampshire, Margaret A. Jablonski, vice chancellor for 


student affairs at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and Michael R. Laliberte, vice president 


for student affairs at Boise State University in Idaho.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


One Response to “Interim vice chancellor takes over post permanently” 


orange_cone says: 


March 30, 2010 at 7:34 am


“Chancellor Robert C. Holub announced the appointment Monday, citing Kim ’s experience 


as a student affairs administrator and her “outstanding” performance as interim vice chancellor, 


according to a University press release. ” 


Outstanding performance in covering up after a rapist as an initial monumental contribution!
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Program and the Dean of Students Office, which also includes campus activities and the judicial 
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member committee established to conduct a nationwide search and then select the vice chancellor, the 
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college student, and a beneficiary of public higher education. She is the mother of two college-educated 


daughters, the release said.
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UPDATED | Driver found not responsible for 
hitting UMass alum in crosswalk


By: Matt Rocheleau  | April 02, 2010 |  


[Four portions of this story were updated between 12 and 3 p.m. on Friday, April 2. The updated 
sections are marked with asterisks (*). ]


Local police will not file charges against the driver of a vehicle that struck and seriously injured a recent 


University of Massachusetts graduate who was crossing a stretch of highway in Sunderland where at 


least four other pedestrians have been hit by cars in the past five years.


*Contrary to a prior version of this story, state police are not conducting a separate investigation into the
incident, meaning the driver will not face criminal charges. Sunderland police told The Collegian earlier 


today that state police also were investigating the accident on their own. When contacted around 


noontime, state police media relations did not immediately refute the claim; however, a closer look at 


their records indicated no such investigation was conducted nor is there one in progress, said a state 


police spokesman. Though state police may have responded to the scene, the spokesman said it is not 


typical practice that both state and local police would investigate an accident separately.


While walking on a crosswalk between the 7-Eleven and Cliffside Apartments on Route 116 in 


Sunderland shortly after 6 p.m. on Feb. 26, Casey Lee Patterson, 22, of Whitman, Mass., was hit by a 


Nissan pickup truck driven by Philip J. Rocasah, 68, of 16 Silver Lane in Sunderland, according to 


police.


At least two witnesses – a UMass student and an off-duty police dispatcher – said Patterson entered the 


crosswalk while the “do not walk” symbol was lit and the driver said that a recently installed traffic light 


at the crosswalk was green as his truck passed through, said a Sunderland police investigation.


That investigation found the truck was traveling less than 34 miles per hour in the 40 mph zone and that,


“there are no signs of improper operation by the driver of the vehicle.” *Sunderland Police Chief Jeffrey 
Gilbert confirmed Friday that charges would not be filed against Rocasah.


While in a “semiconscious” state at the hospital, Patterson told police she remembered pushing the walk 


button before crossing the highway, but “couldn’t understand why she was hit.” 


However, in a March 19 Facebook post, Patterson said, “Listen, the light was red when I started 


crossing, and the stop line next to the crosswalk is literally less than 3 feet away from it. It was 


impossible to notice he had crossed it until I woke up 60 ft away. He was speeding, he ran a red light 


through a crosswalk.” 


*The police chief said nearly all of the drivers who have hit pedestrians in this area of Rte. 116 in recent 
years have faced charges, however “in this particular case the driver wasn’t charged because the 


investigation did not find him to be at fault.” 


*Pedestrians are responsible for obeying traffic postings in the same way drivers are, he added, and 
walking against a “do not walk” signal is illegal. Gilbert declined to comment on why the police report 


said Patterson was interviewed in a “semiconscious” state several hours after she was hit but was never 


given a follow-up interview unlike the driver who was interviewed at the scene and again on March 2.


On Thursday, Patterson posted, “Police report found that the guy who hit me was 100% NOT at fault,” 


and in response to more than a dozen subsequent comments expressing disappointment in the police 


department’s decision not to file charges, Patterson responded, “My attorney is on it, don’t worry.” 


A woman who answered the phone at Rocasah’s listed address said he did not want to comment on the 


matter. An automated message said that the number listed for Patterson in the University’s student 


directory “is not a working number.” Messages sent Thursday to Patterson via Facebook and her 


student e-mail were not returned.


Patterson, who was living in the nearby Squire Village Apartments at the time and, according to her 


Facebook graduated from UMass in 2009, was carried on the truck’s hood for around 40 feet until the 


vehicle stopped. She was thrown from the hood causing her to tumble around 50 feet further, said the 


police report written by the responding officer, Joshua S. Harris.


She was transported to Baystate Medical Center in Springfield and suffered multiple fractures to her 


vertebrae, a broken left wrist and facial lacerations, the report said. According to Patterson ’s Facebook, 


she spent around two weeks in rehab at the Bronson Rehabilitation Center at Noble Hospital in Westfield,


Mass., and appears to be recovering without any major complications.


Patterson became at least the fifth pedestrian to be hit by a vehicle along that section of Rte. 116 since 


Dec. 2004, according to The Springfield Republican.


Jessica Hayes, a 25-year-old UMass employee, was struck by a car and died in the Dec. 2004 accident 


there, according to The Republican. That car’s driver was charged with vehicular homicide, but was 


eventually acquitted by a jury, said the Springfield-based newspaper.


Around two years later, a 56-year-old man was seriously injured there, and in Sept. 2009, two women 


were struck by a pickup truck while walking in the same crosswalk as Patterson.


Following the 2009 accident, more than $2 million was spent to improve the safety conditions on that 


section of Rte. 116, according to The Republican. Reducing the speed limit from 45 to 40 mph, installing


a traffic light, improving sidewalk conditions and building a pedestrian island were among the changes 


made there.


With apartment complexes and bus stops on either side of the highway, along with a shopping plaza that 


includes a 7-Eleven, a liquor store, a pizza shop and a Dunkin’ Donuts on one side, the area can see 


heavy pedestrian traffic from local residents and college students alike.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


14 Responses to “UPDATED | Driver found not responsible for hitting UMass alum in crosswalk” 


orange_cone says: 


April 2, 2010 at 6:42 am


Accountability is with both parties. Everyone should have been paying attention.


The driver should have been paying better attention. I ’ve lived in Sunderland for years and know this 


location quite well. Every competent driver knows when you see a light and/or crosswalk you should 


use caution. Let alone when going through such an area that cautious speed and behavior are 


essential. 


Casey should have been paying attention moreover. Why would someone just walk into the road where 


a vehicle is still in motion. Its called common sense and what our parents teach us when crossing the 


street. 


A walkway over or under the street would alleviate these situations. It is just too bad that it takes 


incidents such as this for it to be realized.


huh says:  


April 2, 2010 at 10:12 am 


does that make sense? can you hit a person that far w/o going faster then 34? that really 


doesnt sound right


and um green lights dont mean ‘oh hey i can just hit this person ’ 


What  says: 


April 2, 2010 at 11:25 am


I am with Huh on this one. You can ’t go that far at 34 mph after hitting the breaks. Not to 


mention she was hit on the far side of the road, meaning the driver had to have seen her well ahead of 


time, if he was paying attention. And if he was paying atention and going 34 he could have stopped. I 


call foul on the Police in this one, granted they are known for not properly investigating things.


Rob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 11:31 am 


I also agree with Huh. My ex girlfriend was hit a few years ago by a car going 45 in a 25. The 


woman driving hit the brakes only a moment before hitting her, and she still only rolled about 10 feet 


away from the car.


Sure, the girl should have been paying attention. But I assume that drivers are paying attention to the 


road in front of them when I cross a crosswalk, and I can tell you that plenty of times in the past I would 


have been hit if the driver kept going, as I assumed that he knew I was crossing at a crosswalk. I’d find 


it hard to believe if someone told me they never had that.


John says: 


April 2, 2010 at 12:34 pm


“the driver said Patterson entered the crosswalk while the “do not walk” symbol was lit” 


Doesn ’t that mean he saw her enter the crosswalk? I ’ve been to that crosswalk. There ’s 3 lanes if you 


count the turning lane. That means this guy who was supposedly going 30something didn ’t see her 


despite the fact that she had to walk across 2 lanes of traffic and then into his before he hit her.


Matthew Jarrett  says:  


April 2, 2010 at 12:53 pm 


I agree with orange_cone on the walkway. It ’s ridiculous that 2 million dollars were spent to 


put in a light at this intersection. It would seem that for much less you could have installed a steel 


pedestrian bridge.


Bob Bob says: 


April 2, 2010 at 12:56 pm


Remember, this is the same police department that presented such a poor case against 


the guy who hit and killed someone at the crosswalk in 2004 that he was acquitted by a jury.


They also fail at math (since you aren ’t going to get knocked 60 feet by a vehicle moving 34). 


Law enforcement incompetence is a sad, sad thing.


Matthew Jarrett  says:  


April 2, 2010 at 1:24 pm 


In response to the distance traveled after being struck:


I have been trained as a Mechanical Engineer, but I am making no claim to the validity of these 


numbers. These calculations don ’t take into account the intricacies of where the truck stopped, how 


long it took to stop, where the 50′ number came from (was it measured after she left the hood or 


measured from the truck ’s final stopping position?) when the moment was that she actually left the 


hood, the accuracy of this news article ’s numbers, etc, etc. Nonetheless, these numbers are 


interesting think about.


A Nissan Frontier 4×4’s hood is approximately 49 inches from the ground (taking the published overall 


height and measuring the ratio of hood height to overall height from a side-view image on Nissan ’s 


website).


I did a back-of-the-envelope calculation using the basic kinematic equation:  


x = V_0*t + 0.5*a*t^2


where V_0 is the initial velocity, t is the elapsed time, and a is the acceleration experienced.


a = g = acceleration of gravity = 9.81 m/s^2 


V_0 = 0 mph (initial vertical velocity is zero for free fall)


If an object were free falling from 49 inches, it would take 0.504 seconds to hit the ground by:


49 inches = 0*t + 0.5*(9.81 m/s^2)*t^2


Solving for t = sqrt((49 inches)/(0.5*(9.81 m/s^2))) = 0.504 sec.


Neglecting drag due to traveling through air (which should be negligible at the speed of 34 mph), 


traveling horizontally at 34 mph for 0.504 seconds would leave you:


34mph*0.504 seconds = 25 feet from the point in space where the object left the hood.


I found no good metrics to estimate how far a body would tumble or slide across asphalt, so the 


analysis ends there.


If anyone would like to comment, correct, or build upon this in an analytic way, please do.


driver says: 


April 2, 2010 at 2:31 pm


Ok so drving threw teh UMASS campus, Amherst and in Northampton all the time the 


students and other pedestrians feel as though they rule the road. Just because you pressed the red 


button to walk doesnt mean you have the right of way nor does walking threw a “do not walk” sign just 


because your in a cross walk. On NUMEROUS occasions I see my green light and im watching the 


light for it turn yellow since it is a “stale” green light and having to slam on brakes because you 


pedestrian feel as if you can walk whenever you feel like it. BUT then when I walk the same crosswalks, 


with no crossing lights, on campus to go to work there has been a number of times where one row of 


cars is stopped and I pass them and move on to the second row and hear the car and stop and have a 


student driver drive right past coming inches to hitting me. So the row of ten cars stopped wasnt a 


warning in its self but the fact that this student didnt slow down because there were cross walks 


present. We are taught from the moment we are kids to stop look and listen and in driving school we 


are taught to be cautious of crosswalks and pedestrians! I feel as though students believe that the 


world revolves around themselves and have no concern for anyone else! Many times driving threw 


campus I shake my head and think “no wonder you all keep getting hit! ” 


Bob Bob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 3:01 pm 


Driver, perhaps instead of spending your time insulting students, you should become one 


yourself. Your spelling and grammar are atrocious. I ’m surprised I was able to interpret any of that 


nonsense.


Matthew Jarrett  says: 


April 2, 2010 at 3:06 pm


Driver,


I’m not going to say you are biased, but it certainly seems that way. How do you know that all of these 


pedestrians are students and that all of these drivers are students? Do they wear t-shirts that say 


“student” on them? Do they have bumper stickers or “student” painted in nail polish on the sides of 


their cars?


Is it true that only students drive or walk on campus? Of course not. You, yourself stated that you do 


both. I’d like to know how you can determine that these aren ’t University employees, just like yourself? 


Making sweeping generalizations of people is not the appropriate way to pose an argument while still 


maintaining respect. Besides, if you have something to say, you should use your real name. How else 


is anyone supposed to assume the validity of your argument if you aren ’t even going to vouch for it? 


Also, you should take some more time to coherently organize your argument. Microsoft Word and 


Mozilla Firefox both have spell check and Microsoft Word also does grammar – as all of the professors 


frequently remind their students.


Rob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 4:23 pm 


Matthew, in regards to your calculation:


The article said that he was traveling 34. I’m assuming that, unless he wasn ’t paying attention to the 


road at all, he braked before hitting her. Even if it was right before, that would lower the speed incredibly 


right away. After hitting her, the braking would have continued. If you brake heavily, going at a speed 


around 30 will stop you very fast (relatively) and considering Casey would still be “stuck” on the car, her 


speed would also decrease.


I think the speed with which she was thrown off would be much, much lower than 34 miles per hour.  


Even if she left the car at 25mph (which I personally think is a very high estimate), that’s only 12.6 feet 


away. If she was 60 feet away, or even if she overestimated horribly and was only 30 feet away, that 


means she ’s rolling on the ground for 18 feet.  At 60 feet away, that ’s 48 feet. That’s ridiculous.  


Using just your calculations without the deceleration, that could be 5 feet of rolling if she was 30 feet 


away or 35 feet if she landed as far as she said.


So maybe 5 feet sounds more reasonable (if she overestimated to DOUBLE the distance), but that 


means that if he was traveling 34 miles per hour he didn ’t brake at all before hitting her. What was he 


looking at?


Obviously there is a few other things to take into account past this simple analysis, but it doesn ’t seem 


right at all.


Matthew Jarrett  says: 


April 2, 2010 at 10:51 pm


Rob,


Thanks for the response. I guess I was working off of the following statistic – assumed to actually be 


correctly pulled from the police report (and assumed that the police report was actually correct):


“She was thrown from the hood causing her to tumble around 50 feet further, said the police report 


written by the responding officer, Joshua S. Harris.” 


and my estimation of the full speed was offering a worst -case-scenario for the distance of free-fall prior 


to skidding or rolling. From that, the idea was to make an estimation (as you did, yourself) of whether it 


was a reasonable distance to skid/roll. I ’d like to find some data for how long a person would skid or 


roll across asphalt before coming to a stop based on initial velocities. That would make this all pretty 


easy to estimate the validity of all of the numbers in question.


Either way, multiple people have come to the conclusion – whether analytically, anecdotally, or by gut 


feeling – that 34 mph seems a bit low of a speed for a 50 ft landing distance. 


Rob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 11:52 pm 


I would agree, Matthew.


A 25 foot tumble from 35 miles per hour (max) is ridiculous.  As I said in my earlier post, a past girlfriend 


of mine was hit by a car going 45 mph moments before, and tumbled about 10 feet away from the car.


It bothers me that they ’ve basically said she walked out in front of the car right as it was passing 


through.
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UPDATED | Driver found not responsible for 
hitting UMass alum in crosswalk


By: Matt Rocheleau  | April 02, 2010 |  


[Four portions of this story were updated between 12 and 3 p.m. on Friday, April 2. The updated 
sections are marked with asterisks (*). ]


Local police will not file charges against the driver of a vehicle that struck and seriously injured a recent 


University of Massachusetts graduate who was crossing a stretch of highway in Sunderland where at 


least four other pedestrians have been hit by cars in the past five years.


*Contrary to a prior version of this story, state police are not conducting a separate investigation into the
incident, meaning the driver will not face criminal charges. Sunderland police told The Collegian earlier 


today that state police also were investigating the accident on their own. When contacted around 


noontime, state police media relations did not immediately refute the claim; however, a closer look at 


their records indicated no such investigation was conducted nor is there one in progress, said a state 


police spokesman. Though state police may have responded to the scene, the spokesman said it is not 


typical practice that both state and local police would investigate an accident separately.


While walking on a crosswalk between the 7-Eleven and Cliffside Apartments on Route 116 in 


Sunderland shortly after 6 p.m. on Feb. 26, Casey Lee Patterson, 22, of Whitman, Mass., was hit by a 


Nissan pickup truck driven by Philip J. Rocasah, 68, of 16 Silver Lane in Sunderland, according to 


police.


At least two witnesses – a UMass student and an off-duty police dispatcher – said Patterson entered the 


crosswalk while the “do not walk” symbol was lit and the driver said that a recently installed traffic light 


at the crosswalk was green as his truck passed through, said a Sunderland police investigation.


That investigation found the truck was traveling less than 34 miles per hour in the 40 mph zone and that,


“there are no signs of improper operation by the driver of the vehicle.” *Sunderland Police Chief Jeffrey 
Gilbert confirmed Friday that charges would not be filed against Rocasah.


While in a “semiconscious” state at the hospital, Patterson told police she remembered pushing the walk 


button before crossing the highway, but “couldn’t understand why she was hit.” 


However, in a March 19 Facebook post, Patterson said, “Listen, the light was red when I started 


crossing, and the stop line next to the crosswalk is literally less than 3 feet away from it. It was 


impossible to notice he had crossed it until I woke up 60 ft away. He was speeding, he ran a red light 


through a crosswalk.” 


*The police chief said nearly all of the drivers who have hit pedestrians in this area of Rte. 116 in recent 
years have faced charges, however “in this particular case the driver wasn’t charged because the 


investigation did not find him to be at fault.” 


*Pedestrians are responsible for obeying traffic postings in the same way drivers are, he added, and 
walking against a “do not walk” signal is illegal. Gilbert declined to comment on why the police report 


said Patterson was interviewed in a “semiconscious” state several hours after she was hit but was never 


given a follow-up interview unlike the driver who was interviewed at the scene and again on March 2.


On Thursday, Patterson posted, “Police report found that the guy who hit me was 100% NOT at fault,” 


and in response to more than a dozen subsequent comments expressing disappointment in the police 


department’s decision not to file charges, Patterson responded, “My attorney is on it, don’t worry.” 


A woman who answered the phone at Rocasah’s listed address said he did not want to comment on the 


matter. An automated message said that the number listed for Patterson in the University’s student 


directory “is not a working number.” Messages sent Thursday to Patterson via Facebook and her 


student e-mail were not returned.


Patterson, who was living in the nearby Squire Village Apartments at the time and, according to her 


Facebook graduated from UMass in 2009, was carried on the truck’s hood for around 40 feet until the 


vehicle stopped. She was thrown from the hood causing her to tumble around 50 feet further, said the 


police report written by the responding officer, Joshua S. Harris.


She was transported to Baystate Medical Center in Springfield and suffered multiple fractures to her 


vertebrae, a broken left wrist and facial lacerations, the report said. According to Patterson ’s Facebook, 


she spent around two weeks in rehab at the Bronson Rehabilitation Center at Noble Hospital in Westfield,


Mass., and appears to be recovering without any major complications.


Patterson became at least the fifth pedestrian to be hit by a vehicle along that section of Rte. 116 since 


Dec. 2004, according to The Springfield Republican.


Jessica Hayes, a 25-year-old UMass employee, was struck by a car and died in the Dec. 2004 accident 


there, according to The Republican. That car’s driver was charged with vehicular homicide, but was 


eventually acquitted by a jury, said the Springfield-based newspaper.


Around two years later, a 56-year-old man was seriously injured there, and in Sept. 2009, two women 


were struck by a pickup truck while walking in the same crosswalk as Patterson.


Following the 2009 accident, more than $2 million was spent to improve the safety conditions on that 


section of Rte. 116, according to The Republican. Reducing the speed limit from 45 to 40 mph, installing


a traffic light, improving sidewalk conditions and building a pedestrian island were among the changes 


made there.


With apartment complexes and bus stops on either side of the highway, along with a shopping plaza that 


includes a 7-Eleven, a liquor store, a pizza shop and a Dunkin’ Donuts on one side, the area can see 


heavy pedestrian traffic from local residents and college students alike.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


14 Responses to “UPDATED | Driver found not responsible for hitting UMass alum in crosswalk” 


orange_cone says: 


April 2, 2010 at 6:42 am


Accountability is with both parties. Everyone should have been paying attention.


The driver should have been paying better attention. I ’ve lived in Sunderland for years and know this 


location quite well. Every competent driver knows when you see a light and/or crosswalk you should 


use caution. Let alone when going through such an area that cautious speed and behavior are 


essential. 


Casey should have been paying attention moreover. Why would someone just walk into the road where 


a vehicle is still in motion. Its called common sense and what our parents teach us when crossing the 


street. 


A walkway over or under the street would alleviate these situations. It is just too bad that it takes 


incidents such as this for it to be realized.


huh says:  


April 2, 2010 at 10:12 am 


does that make sense? can you hit a person that far w/o going faster then 34? that really 


doesnt sound right


and um green lights dont mean ‘oh hey i can just hit this person ’ 


What  says: 


April 2, 2010 at 11:25 am


I am with Huh on this one. You can ’t go that far at 34 mph after hitting the breaks. Not to 


mention she was hit on the far side of the road, meaning the driver had to have seen her well ahead of 


time, if he was paying attention. And if he was paying atention and going 34 he could have stopped. I 


call foul on the Police in this one, granted they are known for not properly investigating things.


Rob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 11:31 am 


I also agree with Huh. My ex girlfriend was hit a few years ago by a car going 45 in a 25. The 


woman driving hit the brakes only a moment before hitting her, and she still only rolled about 10 feet 


away from the car.


Sure, the girl should have been paying attention. But I assume that drivers are paying attention to the 


road in front of them when I cross a crosswalk, and I can tell you that plenty of times in the past I would 


have been hit if the driver kept going, as I assumed that he knew I was crossing at a crosswalk. I’d find 


it hard to believe if someone told me they never had that.


John says: 


April 2, 2010 at 12:34 pm


“the driver said Patterson entered the crosswalk while the “do not walk” symbol was lit” 


Doesn ’t that mean he saw her enter the crosswalk? I ’ve been to that crosswalk. There ’s 3 lanes if you 


count the turning lane. That means this guy who was supposedly going 30something didn ’t see her 


despite the fact that she had to walk across 2 lanes of traffic and then into his before he hit her.


Matthew Jarrett  says:  


April 2, 2010 at 12:53 pm 


I agree with orange_cone on the walkway. It ’s ridiculous that 2 million dollars were spent to 


put in a light at this intersection. It would seem that for much less you could have installed a steel 


pedestrian bridge.


Bob Bob says: 


April 2, 2010 at 12:56 pm


Remember, this is the same police department that presented such a poor case against 


the guy who hit and killed someone at the crosswalk in 2004 that he was acquitted by a jury.


They also fail at math (since you aren ’t going to get knocked 60 feet by a vehicle moving 34). 


Law enforcement incompetence is a sad, sad thing.


Matthew Jarrett  says:  


April 2, 2010 at 1:24 pm 


In response to the distance traveled after being struck:


I have been trained as a Mechanical Engineer, but I am making no claim to the validity of these 


numbers. These calculations don ’t take into account the intricacies of where the truck stopped, how 


long it took to stop, where the 50′ number came from (was it measured after she left the hood or 


measured from the truck ’s final stopping position?) when the moment was that she actually left the 


hood, the accuracy of this news article ’s numbers, etc, etc. Nonetheless, these numbers are 


interesting think about.


A Nissan Frontier 4×4’s hood is approximately 49 inches from the ground (taking the published overall 


height and measuring the ratio of hood height to overall height from a side-view image on Nissan ’s 


website).


I did a back-of-the-envelope calculation using the basic kinematic equation:  


x = V_0*t + 0.5*a*t^2


where V_0 is the initial velocity, t is the elapsed time, and a is the acceleration experienced.


a = g = acceleration of gravity = 9.81 m/s^2 


V_0 = 0 mph (initial vertical velocity is zero for free fall)


If an object were free falling from 49 inches, it would take 0.504 seconds to hit the ground by:


49 inches = 0*t + 0.5*(9.81 m/s^2)*t^2


Solving for t = sqrt((49 inches)/(0.5*(9.81 m/s^2))) = 0.504 sec.


Neglecting drag due to traveling through air (which should be negligible at the speed of 34 mph), 


traveling horizontally at 34 mph for 0.504 seconds would leave you:


34mph*0.504 seconds = 25 feet from the point in space where the object left the hood.


I found no good metrics to estimate how far a body would tumble or slide across asphalt, so the 


analysis ends there.


If anyone would like to comment, correct, or build upon this in an analytic way, please do.


driver says: 


April 2, 2010 at 2:31 pm


Ok so drving threw teh UMASS campus, Amherst and in Northampton all the time the 


students and other pedestrians feel as though they rule the road. Just because you pressed the red 


button to walk doesnt mean you have the right of way nor does walking threw a “do not walk” sign just 


because your in a cross walk. On NUMEROUS occasions I see my green light and im watching the 


light for it turn yellow since it is a “stale” green light and having to slam on brakes because you 


pedestrian feel as if you can walk whenever you feel like it. BUT then when I walk the same crosswalks, 


with no crossing lights, on campus to go to work there has been a number of times where one row of 


cars is stopped and I pass them and move on to the second row and hear the car and stop and have a 


student driver drive right past coming inches to hitting me. So the row of ten cars stopped wasnt a 


warning in its self but the fact that this student didnt slow down because there were cross walks 


present. We are taught from the moment we are kids to stop look and listen and in driving school we 


are taught to be cautious of crosswalks and pedestrians! I feel as though students believe that the 


world revolves around themselves and have no concern for anyone else! Many times driving threw 


campus I shake my head and think “no wonder you all keep getting hit! ” 


Bob Bob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 3:01 pm 


Driver, perhaps instead of spending your time insulting students, you should become one 


yourself. Your spelling and grammar are atrocious. I ’m surprised I was able to interpret any of that 


nonsense.


Matthew Jarrett  says: 


April 2, 2010 at 3:06 pm


Driver,


I’m not going to say you are biased, but it certainly seems that way. How do you know that all of these 


pedestrians are students and that all of these drivers are students? Do they wear t-shirts that say 


“student” on them? Do they have bumper stickers or “student” painted in nail polish on the sides of 


their cars?


Is it true that only students drive or walk on campus? Of course not. You, yourself stated that you do 


both. I’d like to know how you can determine that these aren ’t University employees, just like yourself? 


Making sweeping generalizations of people is not the appropriate way to pose an argument while still 


maintaining respect. Besides, if you have something to say, you should use your real name. How else 


is anyone supposed to assume the validity of your argument if you aren ’t even going to vouch for it? 


Also, you should take some more time to coherently organize your argument. Microsoft Word and 


Mozilla Firefox both have spell check and Microsoft Word also does grammar – as all of the professors 


frequently remind their students.


Rob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 4:23 pm 


Matthew, in regards to your calculation:


The article said that he was traveling 34. I’m assuming that, unless he wasn ’t paying attention to the 


road at all, he braked before hitting her. Even if it was right before, that would lower the speed incredibly 


right away. After hitting her, the braking would have continued. If you brake heavily, going at a speed 


around 30 will stop you very fast (relatively) and considering Casey would still be “stuck” on the car, her 


speed would also decrease.


I think the speed with which she was thrown off would be much, much lower than 34 miles per hour.  


Even if she left the car at 25mph (which I personally think is a very high estimate), that’s only 12.6 feet 


away. If she was 60 feet away, or even if she overestimated horribly and was only 30 feet away, that 


means she ’s rolling on the ground for 18 feet.  At 60 feet away, that ’s 48 feet. That’s ridiculous.  


Using just your calculations without the deceleration, that could be 5 feet of rolling if she was 30 feet 


away or 35 feet if she landed as far as she said.


So maybe 5 feet sounds more reasonable (if she overestimated to DOUBLE the distance), but that 


means that if he was traveling 34 miles per hour he didn ’t brake at all before hitting her. What was he 


looking at?


Obviously there is a few other things to take into account past this simple analysis, but it doesn ’t seem 


right at all.


Matthew Jarrett  says: 


April 2, 2010 at 10:51 pm


Rob,


Thanks for the response. I guess I was working off of the following statistic – assumed to actually be 


correctly pulled from the police report (and assumed that the police report was actually correct):


“She was thrown from the hood causing her to tumble around 50 feet further, said the police report 


written by the responding officer, Joshua S. Harris.” 


and my estimation of the full speed was offering a worst -case-scenario for the distance of free-fall prior 


to skidding or rolling. From that, the idea was to make an estimation (as you did, yourself) of whether it 


was a reasonable distance to skid/roll. I ’d like to find some data for how long a person would skid or 


roll across asphalt before coming to a stop based on initial velocities. That would make this all pretty 


easy to estimate the validity of all of the numbers in question.


Either way, multiple people have come to the conclusion – whether analytically, anecdotally, or by gut 


feeling – that 34 mph seems a bit low of a speed for a 50 ft landing distance. 


Rob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 11:52 pm 


I would agree, Matthew.


A 25 foot tumble from 35 miles per hour (max) is ridiculous.  As I said in my earlier post, a past girlfriend 


of mine was hit by a car going 45 mph moments before, and tumbled about 10 feet away from the car.


It bothers me that they ’ve basically said she walked out in front of the car right as it was passing 


through.
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UPDATED | Driver found not responsible for 
hitting UMass alum in crosswalk


By: Matt Rocheleau  | April 02, 2010 |  


[Four portions of this story were updated between 12 and 3 p.m. on Friday, April 2. The updated 
sections are marked with asterisks (*). ]


Local police will not file charges against the driver of a vehicle that struck and seriously injured a recent 


University of Massachusetts graduate who was crossing a stretch of highway in Sunderland where at 


least four other pedestrians have been hit by cars in the past five years.


*Contrary to a prior version of this story, state police are not conducting a separate investigation into the
incident, meaning the driver will not face criminal charges. Sunderland police told The Collegian earlier 


today that state police also were investigating the accident on their own. When contacted around 


noontime, state police media relations did not immediately refute the claim; however, a closer look at 


their records indicated no such investigation was conducted nor is there one in progress, said a state 


police spokesman. Though state police may have responded to the scene, the spokesman said it is not 


typical practice that both state and local police would investigate an accident separately.


While walking on a crosswalk between the 7-Eleven and Cliffside Apartments on Route 116 in 


Sunderland shortly after 6 p.m. on Feb. 26, Casey Lee Patterson, 22, of Whitman, Mass., was hit by a 


Nissan pickup truck driven by Philip J. Rocasah, 68, of 16 Silver Lane in Sunderland, according to 


police.


At least two witnesses – a UMass student and an off-duty police dispatcher – said Patterson entered the 


crosswalk while the “do not walk” symbol was lit and the driver said that a recently installed traffic light 


at the crosswalk was green as his truck passed through, said a Sunderland police investigation.


That investigation found the truck was traveling less than 34 miles per hour in the 40 mph zone and that,


“there are no signs of improper operation by the driver of the vehicle.” *Sunderland Police Chief Jeffrey 
Gilbert confirmed Friday that charges would not be filed against Rocasah.


While in a “semiconscious” state at the hospital, Patterson told police she remembered pushing the walk 


button before crossing the highway, but “couldn’t understand why she was hit.” 


However, in a March 19 Facebook post, Patterson said, “Listen, the light was red when I started 


crossing, and the stop line next to the crosswalk is literally less than 3 feet away from it. It was 


impossible to notice he had crossed it until I woke up 60 ft away. He was speeding, he ran a red light 


through a crosswalk.” 


*The police chief said nearly all of the drivers who have hit pedestrians in this area of Rte. 116 in recent 
years have faced charges, however “in this particular case the driver wasn’t charged because the 


investigation did not find him to be at fault.” 


*Pedestrians are responsible for obeying traffic postings in the same way drivers are, he added, and 
walking against a “do not walk” signal is illegal. Gilbert declined to comment on why the police report 


said Patterson was interviewed in a “semiconscious” state several hours after she was hit but was never 


given a follow-up interview unlike the driver who was interviewed at the scene and again on March 2.


On Thursday, Patterson posted, “Police report found that the guy who hit me was 100% NOT at fault,” 


and in response to more than a dozen subsequent comments expressing disappointment in the police 


department’s decision not to file charges, Patterson responded, “My attorney is on it, don’t worry.” 


A woman who answered the phone at Rocasah’s listed address said he did not want to comment on the 


matter. An automated message said that the number listed for Patterson in the University’s student 


directory “is not a working number.” Messages sent Thursday to Patterson via Facebook and her 


student e-mail were not returned.


Patterson, who was living in the nearby Squire Village Apartments at the time and, according to her 


Facebook graduated from UMass in 2009, was carried on the truck’s hood for around 40 feet until the 


vehicle stopped. She was thrown from the hood causing her to tumble around 50 feet further, said the 


police report written by the responding officer, Joshua S. Harris.


She was transported to Baystate Medical Center in Springfield and suffered multiple fractures to her 


vertebrae, a broken left wrist and facial lacerations, the report said. According to Patterson ’s Facebook, 


she spent around two weeks in rehab at the Bronson Rehabilitation Center at Noble Hospital in Westfield,


Mass., and appears to be recovering without any major complications.


Patterson became at least the fifth pedestrian to be hit by a vehicle along that section of Rte. 116 since 


Dec. 2004, according to The Springfield Republican.


Jessica Hayes, a 25-year-old UMass employee, was struck by a car and died in the Dec. 2004 accident 


there, according to The Republican. That car’s driver was charged with vehicular homicide, but was 


eventually acquitted by a jury, said the Springfield-based newspaper.


Around two years later, a 56-year-old man was seriously injured there, and in Sept. 2009, two women 


were struck by a pickup truck while walking in the same crosswalk as Patterson.


Following the 2009 accident, more than $2 million was spent to improve the safety conditions on that 


section of Rte. 116, according to The Republican. Reducing the speed limit from 45 to 40 mph, installing


a traffic light, improving sidewalk conditions and building a pedestrian island were among the changes 


made there.


With apartment complexes and bus stops on either side of the highway, along with a shopping plaza that 


includes a 7-Eleven, a liquor store, a pizza shop and a Dunkin’ Donuts on one side, the area can see 


heavy pedestrian traffic from local residents and college students alike.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


14 Responses to “UPDATED | Driver found not responsible for hitting UMass alum in crosswalk” 


orange_cone says: 


April 2, 2010 at 6:42 am


Accountability is with both parties. Everyone should have been paying attention.


The driver should have been paying better attention. I ’ve lived in Sunderland for years and know this 


location quite well. Every competent driver knows when you see a light and/or crosswalk you should 


use caution. Let alone when going through such an area that cautious speed and behavior are 


essential. 


Casey should have been paying attention moreover. Why would someone just walk into the road where 


a vehicle is still in motion. Its called common sense and what our parents teach us when crossing the 


street. 


A walkway over or under the street would alleviate these situations. It is just too bad that it takes 


incidents such as this for it to be realized.


huh says:  


April 2, 2010 at 10:12 am 


does that make sense? can you hit a person that far w/o going faster then 34? that really 


doesnt sound right


and um green lights dont mean ‘oh hey i can just hit this person ’ 


What  says: 


April 2, 2010 at 11:25 am


I am with Huh on this one. You can ’t go that far at 34 mph after hitting the breaks. Not to 


mention she was hit on the far side of the road, meaning the driver had to have seen her well ahead of 


time, if he was paying attention. And if he was paying atention and going 34 he could have stopped. I 


call foul on the Police in this one, granted they are known for not properly investigating things.


Rob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 11:31 am 


I also agree with Huh. My ex girlfriend was hit a few years ago by a car going 45 in a 25. The 


woman driving hit the brakes only a moment before hitting her, and she still only rolled about 10 feet 


away from the car.


Sure, the girl should have been paying attention. But I assume that drivers are paying attention to the 


road in front of them when I cross a crosswalk, and I can tell you that plenty of times in the past I would 


have been hit if the driver kept going, as I assumed that he knew I was crossing at a crosswalk. I’d find 


it hard to believe if someone told me they never had that.


John says: 


April 2, 2010 at 12:34 pm


“the driver said Patterson entered the crosswalk while the “do not walk” symbol was lit” 


Doesn ’t that mean he saw her enter the crosswalk? I ’ve been to that crosswalk. There ’s 3 lanes if you 


count the turning lane. That means this guy who was supposedly going 30something didn ’t see her 


despite the fact that she had to walk across 2 lanes of traffic and then into his before he hit her.


Matthew Jarrett  says:  


April 2, 2010 at 12:53 pm 


I agree with orange_cone on the walkway. It ’s ridiculous that 2 million dollars were spent to 


put in a light at this intersection. It would seem that for much less you could have installed a steel 


pedestrian bridge.


Bob Bob says: 


April 2, 2010 at 12:56 pm


Remember, this is the same police department that presented such a poor case against 


the guy who hit and killed someone at the crosswalk in 2004 that he was acquitted by a jury.


They also fail at math (since you aren ’t going to get knocked 60 feet by a vehicle moving 34). 


Law enforcement incompetence is a sad, sad thing.


Matthew Jarrett  says:  


April 2, 2010 at 1:24 pm 


In response to the distance traveled after being struck:


I have been trained as a Mechanical Engineer, but I am making no claim to the validity of these 


numbers. These calculations don ’t take into account the intricacies of where the truck stopped, how 


long it took to stop, where the 50′ number came from (was it measured after she left the hood or 


measured from the truck ’s final stopping position?) when the moment was that she actually left the 


hood, the accuracy of this news article ’s numbers, etc, etc. Nonetheless, these numbers are 


interesting think about.


A Nissan Frontier 4×4’s hood is approximately 49 inches from the ground (taking the published overall 


height and measuring the ratio of hood height to overall height from a side-view image on Nissan ’s 


website).


I did a back-of-the-envelope calculation using the basic kinematic equation:  


x = V_0*t + 0.5*a*t^2


where V_0 is the initial velocity, t is the elapsed time, and a is the acceleration experienced.


a = g = acceleration of gravity = 9.81 m/s^2 


V_0 = 0 mph (initial vertical velocity is zero for free fall)


If an object were free falling from 49 inches, it would take 0.504 seconds to hit the ground by:


49 inches = 0*t + 0.5*(9.81 m/s^2)*t^2


Solving for t = sqrt((49 inches)/(0.5*(9.81 m/s^2))) = 0.504 sec.


Neglecting drag due to traveling through air (which should be negligible at the speed of 34 mph), 


traveling horizontally at 34 mph for 0.504 seconds would leave you:


34mph*0.504 seconds = 25 feet from the point in space where the object left the hood.


I found no good metrics to estimate how far a body would tumble or slide across asphalt, so the 


analysis ends there.


If anyone would like to comment, correct, or build upon this in an analytic way, please do.


driver says: 


April 2, 2010 at 2:31 pm


Ok so drving threw teh UMASS campus, Amherst and in Northampton all the time the 


students and other pedestrians feel as though they rule the road. Just because you pressed the red 


button to walk doesnt mean you have the right of way nor does walking threw a “do not walk” sign just 


because your in a cross walk. On NUMEROUS occasions I see my green light and im watching the 


light for it turn yellow since it is a “stale” green light and having to slam on brakes because you 


pedestrian feel as if you can walk whenever you feel like it. BUT then when I walk the same crosswalks, 


with no crossing lights, on campus to go to work there has been a number of times where one row of 


cars is stopped and I pass them and move on to the second row and hear the car and stop and have a 


student driver drive right past coming inches to hitting me. So the row of ten cars stopped wasnt a 


warning in its self but the fact that this student didnt slow down because there were cross walks 


present. We are taught from the moment we are kids to stop look and listen and in driving school we 


are taught to be cautious of crosswalks and pedestrians! I feel as though students believe that the 


world revolves around themselves and have no concern for anyone else! Many times driving threw 


campus I shake my head and think “no wonder you all keep getting hit! ” 


Bob Bob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 3:01 pm 


Driver, perhaps instead of spending your time insulting students, you should become one 


yourself. Your spelling and grammar are atrocious. I ’m surprised I was able to interpret any of that 


nonsense.


Matthew Jarrett  says: 


April 2, 2010 at 3:06 pm


Driver,


I’m not going to say you are biased, but it certainly seems that way. How do you know that all of these 


pedestrians are students and that all of these drivers are students? Do they wear t-shirts that say 


“student” on them? Do they have bumper stickers or “student” painted in nail polish on the sides of 


their cars?


Is it true that only students drive or walk on campus? Of course not. You, yourself stated that you do 


both. I’d like to know how you can determine that these aren ’t University employees, just like yourself? 


Making sweeping generalizations of people is not the appropriate way to pose an argument while still 


maintaining respect. Besides, if you have something to say, you should use your real name. How else 


is anyone supposed to assume the validity of your argument if you aren ’t even going to vouch for it? 


Also, you should take some more time to coherently organize your argument. Microsoft Word and 


Mozilla Firefox both have spell check and Microsoft Word also does grammar – as all of the professors 


frequently remind their students.


Rob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 4:23 pm 


Matthew, in regards to your calculation:


The article said that he was traveling 34. I’m assuming that, unless he wasn ’t paying attention to the 


road at all, he braked before hitting her. Even if it was right before, that would lower the speed incredibly 


right away. After hitting her, the braking would have continued. If you brake heavily, going at a speed 


around 30 will stop you very fast (relatively) and considering Casey would still be “stuck” on the car, her 


speed would also decrease.


I think the speed with which she was thrown off would be much, much lower than 34 miles per hour.  


Even if she left the car at 25mph (which I personally think is a very high estimate), that’s only 12.6 feet 


away. If she was 60 feet away, or even if she overestimated horribly and was only 30 feet away, that 


means she ’s rolling on the ground for 18 feet.  At 60 feet away, that ’s 48 feet. That’s ridiculous.  


Using just your calculations without the deceleration, that could be 5 feet of rolling if she was 30 feet 


away or 35 feet if she landed as far as she said.


So maybe 5 feet sounds more reasonable (if she overestimated to DOUBLE the distance), but that 


means that if he was traveling 34 miles per hour he didn ’t brake at all before hitting her. What was he 


looking at?


Obviously there is a few other things to take into account past this simple analysis, but it doesn ’t seem 


right at all.


Matthew Jarrett  says: 


April 2, 2010 at 10:51 pm


Rob,


Thanks for the response. I guess I was working off of the following statistic – assumed to actually be 


correctly pulled from the police report (and assumed that the police report was actually correct):


“She was thrown from the hood causing her to tumble around 50 feet further, said the police report 


written by the responding officer, Joshua S. Harris.” 


and my estimation of the full speed was offering a worst -case-scenario for the distance of free-fall prior 


to skidding or rolling. From that, the idea was to make an estimation (as you did, yourself) of whether it 


was a reasonable distance to skid/roll. I ’d like to find some data for how long a person would skid or 


roll across asphalt before coming to a stop based on initial velocities. That would make this all pretty 


easy to estimate the validity of all of the numbers in question.


Either way, multiple people have come to the conclusion – whether analytically, anecdotally, or by gut 


feeling – that 34 mph seems a bit low of a speed for a 50 ft landing distance. 


Rob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 11:52 pm 


I would agree, Matthew.


A 25 foot tumble from 35 miles per hour (max) is ridiculous.  As I said in my earlier post, a past girlfriend 


of mine was hit by a car going 45 mph moments before, and tumbled about 10 feet away from the car.


It bothers me that they ’ve basically said she walked out in front of the car right as it was passing 


through.
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UPDATED | Driver found not responsible for 
hitting UMass alum in crosswalk


By: Matt Rocheleau  | April 02, 2010 |  


[Four portions of this story were updated between 12 and 3 p.m. on Friday, April 2. The updated 
sections are marked with asterisks (*). ]


Local police will not file charges against the driver of a vehicle that struck and seriously injured a recent 


University of Massachusetts graduate who was crossing a stretch of highway in Sunderland where at 


least four other pedestrians have been hit by cars in the past five years.


*Contrary to a prior version of this story, state police are not conducting a separate investigation into the
incident, meaning the driver will not face criminal charges. Sunderland police told The Collegian earlier 


today that state police also were investigating the accident on their own. When contacted around 


noontime, state police media relations did not immediately refute the claim; however, a closer look at 


their records indicated no such investigation was conducted nor is there one in progress, said a state 


police spokesman. Though state police may have responded to the scene, the spokesman said it is not 


typical practice that both state and local police would investigate an accident separately.


While walking on a crosswalk between the 7-Eleven and Cliffside Apartments on Route 116 in 


Sunderland shortly after 6 p.m. on Feb. 26, Casey Lee Patterson, 22, of Whitman, Mass., was hit by a 


Nissan pickup truck driven by Philip J. Rocasah, 68, of 16 Silver Lane in Sunderland, according to 


police.


At least two witnesses – a UMass student and an off-duty police dispatcher – said Patterson entered the 


crosswalk while the “do not walk” symbol was lit and the driver said that a recently installed traffic light 


at the crosswalk was green as his truck passed through, said a Sunderland police investigation.


That investigation found the truck was traveling less than 34 miles per hour in the 40 mph zone and that,


“there are no signs of improper operation by the driver of the vehicle.” *Sunderland Police Chief Jeffrey 
Gilbert confirmed Friday that charges would not be filed against Rocasah.


While in a “semiconscious” state at the hospital, Patterson told police she remembered pushing the walk 


button before crossing the highway, but “couldn’t understand why she was hit.” 


However, in a March 19 Facebook post, Patterson said, “Listen, the light was red when I started 


crossing, and the stop line next to the crosswalk is literally less than 3 feet away from it. It was 


impossible to notice he had crossed it until I woke up 60 ft away. He was speeding, he ran a red light 


through a crosswalk.” 


*The police chief said nearly all of the drivers who have hit pedestrians in this area of Rte. 116 in recent 
years have faced charges, however “in this particular case the driver wasn’t charged because the 


investigation did not find him to be at fault.” 


*Pedestrians are responsible for obeying traffic postings in the same way drivers are, he added, and 
walking against a “do not walk” signal is illegal. Gilbert declined to comment on why the police report 


said Patterson was interviewed in a “semiconscious” state several hours after she was hit but was never 


given a follow-up interview unlike the driver who was interviewed at the scene and again on March 2.


On Thursday, Patterson posted, “Police report found that the guy who hit me was 100% NOT at fault,” 


and in response to more than a dozen subsequent comments expressing disappointment in the police 


department’s decision not to file charges, Patterson responded, “My attorney is on it, don’t worry.” 


A woman who answered the phone at Rocasah’s listed address said he did not want to comment on the 


matter. An automated message said that the number listed for Patterson in the University’s student 


directory “is not a working number.” Messages sent Thursday to Patterson via Facebook and her 


student e-mail were not returned.


Patterson, who was living in the nearby Squire Village Apartments at the time and, according to her 


Facebook graduated from UMass in 2009, was carried on the truck’s hood for around 40 feet until the 


vehicle stopped. She was thrown from the hood causing her to tumble around 50 feet further, said the 


police report written by the responding officer, Joshua S. Harris.


She was transported to Baystate Medical Center in Springfield and suffered multiple fractures to her 


vertebrae, a broken left wrist and facial lacerations, the report said. According to Patterson ’s Facebook, 


she spent around two weeks in rehab at the Bronson Rehabilitation Center at Noble Hospital in Westfield,


Mass., and appears to be recovering without any major complications.


Patterson became at least the fifth pedestrian to be hit by a vehicle along that section of Rte. 116 since 


Dec. 2004, according to The Springfield Republican.


Jessica Hayes, a 25-year-old UMass employee, was struck by a car and died in the Dec. 2004 accident 


there, according to The Republican. That car’s driver was charged with vehicular homicide, but was 


eventually acquitted by a jury, said the Springfield-based newspaper.


Around two years later, a 56-year-old man was seriously injured there, and in Sept. 2009, two women 


were struck by a pickup truck while walking in the same crosswalk as Patterson.


Following the 2009 accident, more than $2 million was spent to improve the safety conditions on that 


section of Rte. 116, according to The Republican. Reducing the speed limit from 45 to 40 mph, installing


a traffic light, improving sidewalk conditions and building a pedestrian island were among the changes 


made there.


With apartment complexes and bus stops on either side of the highway, along with a shopping plaza that 


includes a 7-Eleven, a liquor store, a pizza shop and a Dunkin’ Donuts on one side, the area can see 


heavy pedestrian traffic from local residents and college students alike.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


14 Responses to “UPDATED | Driver found not responsible for hitting UMass alum in crosswalk” 


orange_cone says: 


April 2, 2010 at 6:42 am


Accountability is with both parties. Everyone should have been paying attention.


The driver should have been paying better attention. I ’ve lived in Sunderland for years and know this 


location quite well. Every competent driver knows when you see a light and/or crosswalk you should 


use caution. Let alone when going through such an area that cautious speed and behavior are 


essential. 


Casey should have been paying attention moreover. Why would someone just walk into the road where 


a vehicle is still in motion. Its called common sense and what our parents teach us when crossing the 


street. 


A walkway over or under the street would alleviate these situations. It is just too bad that it takes 


incidents such as this for it to be realized.


huh says:  


April 2, 2010 at 10:12 am 


does that make sense? can you hit a person that far w/o going faster then 34? that really 


doesnt sound right


and um green lights dont mean ‘oh hey i can just hit this person ’ 


What  says: 


April 2, 2010 at 11:25 am


I am with Huh on this one. You can ’t go that far at 34 mph after hitting the breaks. Not to 


mention she was hit on the far side of the road, meaning the driver had to have seen her well ahead of 


time, if he was paying attention. And if he was paying atention and going 34 he could have stopped. I 


call foul on the Police in this one, granted they are known for not properly investigating things.


Rob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 11:31 am 


I also agree with Huh. My ex girlfriend was hit a few years ago by a car going 45 in a 25. The 


woman driving hit the brakes only a moment before hitting her, and she still only rolled about 10 feet 


away from the car.


Sure, the girl should have been paying attention. But I assume that drivers are paying attention to the 


road in front of them when I cross a crosswalk, and I can tell you that plenty of times in the past I would 


have been hit if the driver kept going, as I assumed that he knew I was crossing at a crosswalk. I’d find 


it hard to believe if someone told me they never had that.


John says: 


April 2, 2010 at 12:34 pm


“the driver said Patterson entered the crosswalk while the “do not walk” symbol was lit” 


Doesn ’t that mean he saw her enter the crosswalk? I ’ve been to that crosswalk. There ’s 3 lanes if you 


count the turning lane. That means this guy who was supposedly going 30something didn ’t see her 


despite the fact that she had to walk across 2 lanes of traffic and then into his before he hit her.


Matthew Jarrett  says:  


April 2, 2010 at 12:53 pm 


I agree with orange_cone on the walkway. It ’s ridiculous that 2 million dollars were spent to 


put in a light at this intersection. It would seem that for much less you could have installed a steel 


pedestrian bridge.


Bob Bob says: 


April 2, 2010 at 12:56 pm


Remember, this is the same police department that presented such a poor case against 


the guy who hit and killed someone at the crosswalk in 2004 that he was acquitted by a jury.


They also fail at math (since you aren ’t going to get knocked 60 feet by a vehicle moving 34). 


Law enforcement incompetence is a sad, sad thing.


Matthew Jarrett  says:  


April 2, 2010 at 1:24 pm 


In response to the distance traveled after being struck:


I have been trained as a Mechanical Engineer, but I am making no claim to the validity of these 


numbers. These calculations don ’t take into account the intricacies of where the truck stopped, how 


long it took to stop, where the 50′ number came from (was it measured after she left the hood or 


measured from the truck ’s final stopping position?) when the moment was that she actually left the 


hood, the accuracy of this news article ’s numbers, etc, etc. Nonetheless, these numbers are 


interesting think about.


A Nissan Frontier 4×4’s hood is approximately 49 inches from the ground (taking the published overall 


height and measuring the ratio of hood height to overall height from a side-view image on Nissan ’s 


website).


I did a back-of-the-envelope calculation using the basic kinematic equation:  


x = V_0*t + 0.5*a*t^2


where V_0 is the initial velocity, t is the elapsed time, and a is the acceleration experienced.


a = g = acceleration of gravity = 9.81 m/s^2 


V_0 = 0 mph (initial vertical velocity is zero for free fall)


If an object were free falling from 49 inches, it would take 0.504 seconds to hit the ground by:


49 inches = 0*t + 0.5*(9.81 m/s^2)*t^2


Solving for t = sqrt((49 inches)/(0.5*(9.81 m/s^2))) = 0.504 sec.


Neglecting drag due to traveling through air (which should be negligible at the speed of 34 mph), 


traveling horizontally at 34 mph for 0.504 seconds would leave you:


34mph*0.504 seconds = 25 feet from the point in space where the object left the hood.


I found no good metrics to estimate how far a body would tumble or slide across asphalt, so the 


analysis ends there.


If anyone would like to comment, correct, or build upon this in an analytic way, please do.


driver says: 


April 2, 2010 at 2:31 pm


Ok so drving threw teh UMASS campus, Amherst and in Northampton all the time the 


students and other pedestrians feel as though they rule the road. Just because you pressed the red 


button to walk doesnt mean you have the right of way nor does walking threw a “do not walk” sign just 


because your in a cross walk. On NUMEROUS occasions I see my green light and im watching the 


light for it turn yellow since it is a “stale” green light and having to slam on brakes because you 


pedestrian feel as if you can walk whenever you feel like it. BUT then when I walk the same crosswalks, 


with no crossing lights, on campus to go to work there has been a number of times where one row of 


cars is stopped and I pass them and move on to the second row and hear the car and stop and have a 


student driver drive right past coming inches to hitting me. So the row of ten cars stopped wasnt a 


warning in its self but the fact that this student didnt slow down because there were cross walks 


present. We are taught from the moment we are kids to stop look and listen and in driving school we 


are taught to be cautious of crosswalks and pedestrians! I feel as though students believe that the 


world revolves around themselves and have no concern for anyone else! Many times driving threw 


campus I shake my head and think “no wonder you all keep getting hit! ” 


Bob Bob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 3:01 pm 


Driver, perhaps instead of spending your time insulting students, you should become one 


yourself. Your spelling and grammar are atrocious. I ’m surprised I was able to interpret any of that 


nonsense.


Matthew Jarrett  says: 


April 2, 2010 at 3:06 pm


Driver,


I’m not going to say you are biased, but it certainly seems that way. How do you know that all of these 


pedestrians are students and that all of these drivers are students? Do they wear t-shirts that say 


“student” on them? Do they have bumper stickers or “student” painted in nail polish on the sides of 


their cars?


Is it true that only students drive or walk on campus? Of course not. You, yourself stated that you do 


both. I’d like to know how you can determine that these aren ’t University employees, just like yourself? 


Making sweeping generalizations of people is not the appropriate way to pose an argument while still 


maintaining respect. Besides, if you have something to say, you should use your real name. How else 


is anyone supposed to assume the validity of your argument if you aren ’t even going to vouch for it? 


Also, you should take some more time to coherently organize your argument. Microsoft Word and 


Mozilla Firefox both have spell check and Microsoft Word also does grammar – as all of the professors 


frequently remind their students.


Rob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 4:23 pm 


Matthew, in regards to your calculation:


The article said that he was traveling 34. I’m assuming that, unless he wasn ’t paying attention to the 


road at all, he braked before hitting her. Even if it was right before, that would lower the speed incredibly 


right away. After hitting her, the braking would have continued. If you brake heavily, going at a speed 


around 30 will stop you very fast (relatively) and considering Casey would still be “stuck” on the car, her 


speed would also decrease.


I think the speed with which she was thrown off would be much, much lower than 34 miles per hour.  


Even if she left the car at 25mph (which I personally think is a very high estimate), that’s only 12.6 feet 


away. If she was 60 feet away, or even if she overestimated horribly and was only 30 feet away, that 


means she ’s rolling on the ground for 18 feet.  At 60 feet away, that ’s 48 feet. That’s ridiculous.  


Using just your calculations without the deceleration, that could be 5 feet of rolling if she was 30 feet 


away or 35 feet if she landed as far as she said.


So maybe 5 feet sounds more reasonable (if she overestimated to DOUBLE the distance), but that 


means that if he was traveling 34 miles per hour he didn ’t brake at all before hitting her. What was he 


looking at?


Obviously there is a few other things to take into account past this simple analysis, but it doesn ’t seem 


right at all.


Matthew Jarrett  says: 


April 2, 2010 at 10:51 pm


Rob,


Thanks for the response. I guess I was working off of the following statistic – assumed to actually be 


correctly pulled from the police report (and assumed that the police report was actually correct):


“She was thrown from the hood causing her to tumble around 50 feet further, said the police report 


written by the responding officer, Joshua S. Harris.” 


and my estimation of the full speed was offering a worst -case-scenario for the distance of free-fall prior 


to skidding or rolling. From that, the idea was to make an estimation (as you did, yourself) of whether it 


was a reasonable distance to skid/roll. I ’d like to find some data for how long a person would skid or 


roll across asphalt before coming to a stop based on initial velocities. That would make this all pretty 


easy to estimate the validity of all of the numbers in question.


Either way, multiple people have come to the conclusion – whether analytically, anecdotally, or by gut 


feeling – that 34 mph seems a bit low of a speed for a 50 ft landing distance. 


Rob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 11:52 pm 


I would agree, Matthew.


A 25 foot tumble from 35 miles per hour (max) is ridiculous.  As I said in my earlier post, a past girlfriend 


of mine was hit by a car going 45 mph moments before, and tumbled about 10 feet away from the car.


It bothers me that they ’ve basically said she walked out in front of the car right as it was passing 


through.
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UPDATED | Driver found not responsible for 
hitting UMass alum in crosswalk


By: Matt Rocheleau  | April 02, 2010 |  


[Four portions of this story were updated between 12 and 3 p.m. on Friday, April 2. The updated 
sections are marked with asterisks (*). ]


Local police will not file charges against the driver of a vehicle that struck and seriously injured a recent 


University of Massachusetts graduate who was crossing a stretch of highway in Sunderland where at 


least four other pedestrians have been hit by cars in the past five years.


*Contrary to a prior version of this story, state police are not conducting a separate investigation into the
incident, meaning the driver will not face criminal charges. Sunderland police told The Collegian earlier 


today that state police also were investigating the accident on their own. When contacted around 


noontime, state police media relations did not immediately refute the claim; however, a closer look at 


their records indicated no such investigation was conducted nor is there one in progress, said a state 


police spokesman. Though state police may have responded to the scene, the spokesman said it is not 


typical practice that both state and local police would investigate an accident separately.


While walking on a crosswalk between the 7-Eleven and Cliffside Apartments on Route 116 in 


Sunderland shortly after 6 p.m. on Feb. 26, Casey Lee Patterson, 22, of Whitman, Mass., was hit by a 


Nissan pickup truck driven by Philip J. Rocasah, 68, of 16 Silver Lane in Sunderland, according to 


police.


At least two witnesses – a UMass student and an off-duty police dispatcher – said Patterson entered the 


crosswalk while the “do not walk” symbol was lit and the driver said that a recently installed traffic light 


at the crosswalk was green as his truck passed through, said a Sunderland police investigation.


That investigation found the truck was traveling less than 34 miles per hour in the 40 mph zone and that,


“there are no signs of improper operation by the driver of the vehicle.” *Sunderland Police Chief Jeffrey 
Gilbert confirmed Friday that charges would not be filed against Rocasah.


While in a “semiconscious” state at the hospital, Patterson told police she remembered pushing the walk 


button before crossing the highway, but “couldn’t understand why she was hit.” 


However, in a March 19 Facebook post, Patterson said, “Listen, the light was red when I started 


crossing, and the stop line next to the crosswalk is literally less than 3 feet away from it. It was 


impossible to notice he had crossed it until I woke up 60 ft away. He was speeding, he ran a red light 


through a crosswalk.” 


*The police chief said nearly all of the drivers who have hit pedestrians in this area of Rte. 116 in recent 
years have faced charges, however “in this particular case the driver wasn’t charged because the 


investigation did not find him to be at fault.” 


*Pedestrians are responsible for obeying traffic postings in the same way drivers are, he added, and 
walking against a “do not walk” signal is illegal. Gilbert declined to comment on why the police report 


said Patterson was interviewed in a “semiconscious” state several hours after she was hit but was never 


given a follow-up interview unlike the driver who was interviewed at the scene and again on March 2.


On Thursday, Patterson posted, “Police report found that the guy who hit me was 100% NOT at fault,” 


and in response to more than a dozen subsequent comments expressing disappointment in the police 


department’s decision not to file charges, Patterson responded, “My attorney is on it, don’t worry.” 


A woman who answered the phone at Rocasah’s listed address said he did not want to comment on the 


matter. An automated message said that the number listed for Patterson in the University’s student 


directory “is not a working number.” Messages sent Thursday to Patterson via Facebook and her 


student e-mail were not returned.


Patterson, who was living in the nearby Squire Village Apartments at the time and, according to her 


Facebook graduated from UMass in 2009, was carried on the truck’s hood for around 40 feet until the 


vehicle stopped. She was thrown from the hood causing her to tumble around 50 feet further, said the 


police report written by the responding officer, Joshua S. Harris.


She was transported to Baystate Medical Center in Springfield and suffered multiple fractures to her 


vertebrae, a broken left wrist and facial lacerations, the report said. According to Patterson ’s Facebook, 


she spent around two weeks in rehab at the Bronson Rehabilitation Center at Noble Hospital in Westfield,


Mass., and appears to be recovering without any major complications.


Patterson became at least the fifth pedestrian to be hit by a vehicle along that section of Rte. 116 since 


Dec. 2004, according to The Springfield Republican.


Jessica Hayes, a 25-year-old UMass employee, was struck by a car and died in the Dec. 2004 accident 


there, according to The Republican. That car’s driver was charged with vehicular homicide, but was 


eventually acquitted by a jury, said the Springfield-based newspaper.


Around two years later, a 56-year-old man was seriously injured there, and in Sept. 2009, two women 


were struck by a pickup truck while walking in the same crosswalk as Patterson.


Following the 2009 accident, more than $2 million was spent to improve the safety conditions on that 


section of Rte. 116, according to The Republican. Reducing the speed limit from 45 to 40 mph, installing


a traffic light, improving sidewalk conditions and building a pedestrian island were among the changes 


made there.


With apartment complexes and bus stops on either side of the highway, along with a shopping plaza that 


includes a 7-Eleven, a liquor store, a pizza shop and a Dunkin’ Donuts on one side, the area can see 


heavy pedestrian traffic from local residents and college students alike.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


14 Responses to “UPDATED | Driver found not responsible for hitting UMass alum in crosswalk” 


orange_cone says: 


April 2, 2010 at 6:42 am


Accountability is with both parties. Everyone should have been paying attention.


The driver should have been paying better attention. I ’ve lived in Sunderland for years and know this 


location quite well. Every competent driver knows when you see a light and/or crosswalk you should 


use caution. Let alone when going through such an area that cautious speed and behavior are 


essential. 


Casey should have been paying attention moreover. Why would someone just walk into the road where 


a vehicle is still in motion. Its called common sense and what our parents teach us when crossing the 


street. 


A walkway over or under the street would alleviate these situations. It is just too bad that it takes 


incidents such as this for it to be realized.


huh says:  


April 2, 2010 at 10:12 am 


does that make sense? can you hit a person that far w/o going faster then 34? that really 


doesnt sound right


and um green lights dont mean ‘oh hey i can just hit this person ’ 


What  says: 


April 2, 2010 at 11:25 am


I am with Huh on this one. You can ’t go that far at 34 mph after hitting the breaks. Not to 


mention she was hit on the far side of the road, meaning the driver had to have seen her well ahead of 


time, if he was paying attention. And if he was paying atention and going 34 he could have stopped. I 


call foul on the Police in this one, granted they are known for not properly investigating things.


Rob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 11:31 am 


I also agree with Huh. My ex girlfriend was hit a few years ago by a car going 45 in a 25. The 


woman driving hit the brakes only a moment before hitting her, and she still only rolled about 10 feet 


away from the car.


Sure, the girl should have been paying attention. But I assume that drivers are paying attention to the 


road in front of them when I cross a crosswalk, and I can tell you that plenty of times in the past I would 


have been hit if the driver kept going, as I assumed that he knew I was crossing at a crosswalk. I’d find 


it hard to believe if someone told me they never had that.


John says: 


April 2, 2010 at 12:34 pm


“the driver said Patterson entered the crosswalk while the “do not walk” symbol was lit” 


Doesn ’t that mean he saw her enter the crosswalk? I ’ve been to that crosswalk. There ’s 3 lanes if you 


count the turning lane. That means this guy who was supposedly going 30something didn ’t see her 


despite the fact that she had to walk across 2 lanes of traffic and then into his before he hit her.


Matthew Jarrett  says:  


April 2, 2010 at 12:53 pm 


I agree with orange_cone on the walkway. It ’s ridiculous that 2 million dollars were spent to 


put in a light at this intersection. It would seem that for much less you could have installed a steel 


pedestrian bridge.


Bob Bob says: 


April 2, 2010 at 12:56 pm


Remember, this is the same police department that presented such a poor case against 


the guy who hit and killed someone at the crosswalk in 2004 that he was acquitted by a jury.


They also fail at math (since you aren ’t going to get knocked 60 feet by a vehicle moving 34). 


Law enforcement incompetence is a sad, sad thing.


Matthew Jarrett  says:  


April 2, 2010 at 1:24 pm 


In response to the distance traveled after being struck:


I have been trained as a Mechanical Engineer, but I am making no claim to the validity of these 


numbers. These calculations don ’t take into account the intricacies of where the truck stopped, how 


long it took to stop, where the 50′ number came from (was it measured after she left the hood or 


measured from the truck ’s final stopping position?) when the moment was that she actually left the 


hood, the accuracy of this news article ’s numbers, etc, etc. Nonetheless, these numbers are 


interesting think about.


A Nissan Frontier 4×4’s hood is approximately 49 inches from the ground (taking the published overall 


height and measuring the ratio of hood height to overall height from a side-view image on Nissan ’s 


website).


I did a back-of-the-envelope calculation using the basic kinematic equation:  


x = V_0*t + 0.5*a*t^2


where V_0 is the initial velocity, t is the elapsed time, and a is the acceleration experienced.


a = g = acceleration of gravity = 9.81 m/s^2 


V_0 = 0 mph (initial vertical velocity is zero for free fall)


If an object were free falling from 49 inches, it would take 0.504 seconds to hit the ground by:


49 inches = 0*t + 0.5*(9.81 m/s^2)*t^2


Solving for t = sqrt((49 inches)/(0.5*(9.81 m/s^2))) = 0.504 sec.


Neglecting drag due to traveling through air (which should be negligible at the speed of 34 mph), 


traveling horizontally at 34 mph for 0.504 seconds would leave you:


34mph*0.504 seconds = 25 feet from the point in space where the object left the hood.


I found no good metrics to estimate how far a body would tumble or slide across asphalt, so the 


analysis ends there.


If anyone would like to comment, correct, or build upon this in an analytic way, please do.


driver says: 


April 2, 2010 at 2:31 pm


Ok so drving threw teh UMASS campus, Amherst and in Northampton all the time the 


students and other pedestrians feel as though they rule the road. Just because you pressed the red 


button to walk doesnt mean you have the right of way nor does walking threw a “do not walk” sign just 


because your in a cross walk. On NUMEROUS occasions I see my green light and im watching the 


light for it turn yellow since it is a “stale” green light and having to slam on brakes because you 


pedestrian feel as if you can walk whenever you feel like it. BUT then when I walk the same crosswalks, 


with no crossing lights, on campus to go to work there has been a number of times where one row of 


cars is stopped and I pass them and move on to the second row and hear the car and stop and have a 


student driver drive right past coming inches to hitting me. So the row of ten cars stopped wasnt a 


warning in its self but the fact that this student didnt slow down because there were cross walks 


present. We are taught from the moment we are kids to stop look and listen and in driving school we 


are taught to be cautious of crosswalks and pedestrians! I feel as though students believe that the 


world revolves around themselves and have no concern for anyone else! Many times driving threw 


campus I shake my head and think “no wonder you all keep getting hit! ” 


Bob Bob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 3:01 pm 


Driver, perhaps instead of spending your time insulting students, you should become one 


yourself. Your spelling and grammar are atrocious. I ’m surprised I was able to interpret any of that 


nonsense.


Matthew Jarrett  says: 


April 2, 2010 at 3:06 pm


Driver,


I’m not going to say you are biased, but it certainly seems that way. How do you know that all of these 


pedestrians are students and that all of these drivers are students? Do they wear t-shirts that say 


“student” on them? Do they have bumper stickers or “student” painted in nail polish on the sides of 


their cars?


Is it true that only students drive or walk on campus? Of course not. You, yourself stated that you do 


both. I’d like to know how you can determine that these aren ’t University employees, just like yourself? 


Making sweeping generalizations of people is not the appropriate way to pose an argument while still 


maintaining respect. Besides, if you have something to say, you should use your real name. How else 


is anyone supposed to assume the validity of your argument if you aren ’t even going to vouch for it? 


Also, you should take some more time to coherently organize your argument. Microsoft Word and 


Mozilla Firefox both have spell check and Microsoft Word also does grammar – as all of the professors 


frequently remind their students.


Rob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 4:23 pm 


Matthew, in regards to your calculation:


The article said that he was traveling 34. I’m assuming that, unless he wasn ’t paying attention to the 


road at all, he braked before hitting her. Even if it was right before, that would lower the speed incredibly 


right away. After hitting her, the braking would have continued. If you brake heavily, going at a speed 


around 30 will stop you very fast (relatively) and considering Casey would still be “stuck” on the car, her 


speed would also decrease.


I think the speed with which she was thrown off would be much, much lower than 34 miles per hour.  


Even if she left the car at 25mph (which I personally think is a very high estimate), that’s only 12.6 feet 


away. If she was 60 feet away, or even if she overestimated horribly and was only 30 feet away, that 


means she ’s rolling on the ground for 18 feet.  At 60 feet away, that ’s 48 feet. That’s ridiculous.  


Using just your calculations without the deceleration, that could be 5 feet of rolling if she was 30 feet 


away or 35 feet if she landed as far as she said.


So maybe 5 feet sounds more reasonable (if she overestimated to DOUBLE the distance), but that 


means that if he was traveling 34 miles per hour he didn ’t brake at all before hitting her. What was he 


looking at?


Obviously there is a few other things to take into account past this simple analysis, but it doesn ’t seem 


right at all.


Matthew Jarrett  says: 


April 2, 2010 at 10:51 pm


Rob,


Thanks for the response. I guess I was working off of the following statistic – assumed to actually be 


correctly pulled from the police report (and assumed that the police report was actually correct):


“She was thrown from the hood causing her to tumble around 50 feet further, said the police report 


written by the responding officer, Joshua S. Harris.” 


and my estimation of the full speed was offering a worst -case-scenario for the distance of free-fall prior 


to skidding or rolling. From that, the idea was to make an estimation (as you did, yourself) of whether it 


was a reasonable distance to skid/roll. I ’d like to find some data for how long a person would skid or 


roll across asphalt before coming to a stop based on initial velocities. That would make this all pretty 


easy to estimate the validity of all of the numbers in question.


Either way, multiple people have come to the conclusion – whether analytically, anecdotally, or by gut 


feeling – that 34 mph seems a bit low of a speed for a 50 ft landing distance. 


Rob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 11:52 pm 


I would agree, Matthew.


A 25 foot tumble from 35 miles per hour (max) is ridiculous.  As I said in my earlier post, a past girlfriend 


of mine was hit by a car going 45 mph moments before, and tumbled about 10 feet away from the car.


It bothers me that they ’ve basically said she walked out in front of the car right as it was passing 


through.
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UPDATED | Driver found not responsible for 
hitting UMass alum in crosswalk


By: Matt Rocheleau  | April 02, 2010 |  


[Four portions of this story were updated between 12 and 3 p.m. on Friday, April 2. The updated 
sections are marked with asterisks (*). ]


Local police will not file charges against the driver of a vehicle that struck and seriously injured a recent 


University of Massachusetts graduate who was crossing a stretch of highway in Sunderland where at 


least four other pedestrians have been hit by cars in the past five years.


*Contrary to a prior version of this story, state police are not conducting a separate investigation into the
incident, meaning the driver will not face criminal charges. Sunderland police told The Collegian earlier 


today that state police also were investigating the accident on their own. When contacted around 


noontime, state police media relations did not immediately refute the claim; however, a closer look at 


their records indicated no such investigation was conducted nor is there one in progress, said a state 


police spokesman. Though state police may have responded to the scene, the spokesman said it is not 


typical practice that both state and local police would investigate an accident separately.


While walking on a crosswalk between the 7-Eleven and Cliffside Apartments on Route 116 in 


Sunderland shortly after 6 p.m. on Feb. 26, Casey Lee Patterson, 22, of Whitman, Mass., was hit by a 


Nissan pickup truck driven by Philip J. Rocasah, 68, of 16 Silver Lane in Sunderland, according to 


police.


At least two witnesses – a UMass student and an off-duty police dispatcher – said Patterson entered the 


crosswalk while the “do not walk” symbol was lit and the driver said that a recently installed traffic light 


at the crosswalk was green as his truck passed through, said a Sunderland police investigation.


That investigation found the truck was traveling less than 34 miles per hour in the 40 mph zone and that,


“there are no signs of improper operation by the driver of the vehicle.” *Sunderland Police Chief Jeffrey 
Gilbert confirmed Friday that charges would not be filed against Rocasah.


While in a “semiconscious” state at the hospital, Patterson told police she remembered pushing the walk 


button before crossing the highway, but “couldn’t understand why she was hit.” 


However, in a March 19 Facebook post, Patterson said, “Listen, the light was red when I started 


crossing, and the stop line next to the crosswalk is literally less than 3 feet away from it. It was 


impossible to notice he had crossed it until I woke up 60 ft away. He was speeding, he ran a red light 


through a crosswalk.” 


*The police chief said nearly all of the drivers who have hit pedestrians in this area of Rte. 116 in recent 
years have faced charges, however “in this particular case the driver wasn’t charged because the 


investigation did not find him to be at fault.” 


*Pedestrians are responsible for obeying traffic postings in the same way drivers are, he added, and 
walking against a “do not walk” signal is illegal. Gilbert declined to comment on why the police report 


said Patterson was interviewed in a “semiconscious” state several hours after she was hit but was never 


given a follow-up interview unlike the driver who was interviewed at the scene and again on March 2.


On Thursday, Patterson posted, “Police report found that the guy who hit me was 100% NOT at fault,” 


and in response to more than a dozen subsequent comments expressing disappointment in the police 


department’s decision not to file charges, Patterson responded, “My attorney is on it, don’t worry.” 


A woman who answered the phone at Rocasah’s listed address said he did not want to comment on the 


matter. An automated message said that the number listed for Patterson in the University’s student 


directory “is not a working number.” Messages sent Thursday to Patterson via Facebook and her 


student e-mail were not returned.


Patterson, who was living in the nearby Squire Village Apartments at the time and, according to her 


Facebook graduated from UMass in 2009, was carried on the truck’s hood for around 40 feet until the 


vehicle stopped. She was thrown from the hood causing her to tumble around 50 feet further, said the 


police report written by the responding officer, Joshua S. Harris.


She was transported to Baystate Medical Center in Springfield and suffered multiple fractures to her 


vertebrae, a broken left wrist and facial lacerations, the report said. According to Patterson ’s Facebook, 


she spent around two weeks in rehab at the Bronson Rehabilitation Center at Noble Hospital in Westfield,


Mass., and appears to be recovering without any major complications.


Patterson became at least the fifth pedestrian to be hit by a vehicle along that section of Rte. 116 since 


Dec. 2004, according to The Springfield Republican.


Jessica Hayes, a 25-year-old UMass employee, was struck by a car and died in the Dec. 2004 accident 


there, according to The Republican. That car’s driver was charged with vehicular homicide, but was 


eventually acquitted by a jury, said the Springfield-based newspaper.


Around two years later, a 56-year-old man was seriously injured there, and in Sept. 2009, two women 


were struck by a pickup truck while walking in the same crosswalk as Patterson.


Following the 2009 accident, more than $2 million was spent to improve the safety conditions on that 


section of Rte. 116, according to The Republican. Reducing the speed limit from 45 to 40 mph, installing


a traffic light, improving sidewalk conditions and building a pedestrian island were among the changes 


made there.


With apartment complexes and bus stops on either side of the highway, along with a shopping plaza that 


includes a 7-Eleven, a liquor store, a pizza shop and a Dunkin’ Donuts on one side, the area can see 


heavy pedestrian traffic from local residents and college students alike.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


14 Responses to “UPDATED | Driver found not responsible for hitting UMass alum in crosswalk” 


orange_cone says: 


April 2, 2010 at 6:42 am


Accountability is with both parties. Everyone should have been paying attention.


The driver should have been paying better attention. I ’ve lived in Sunderland for years and know this 


location quite well. Every competent driver knows when you see a light and/or crosswalk you should 


use caution. Let alone when going through such an area that cautious speed and behavior are 


essential. 


Casey should have been paying attention moreover. Why would someone just walk into the road where 


a vehicle is still in motion. Its called common sense and what our parents teach us when crossing the 


street. 


A walkway over or under the street would alleviate these situations. It is just too bad that it takes 


incidents such as this for it to be realized.


huh says:  


April 2, 2010 at 10:12 am 


does that make sense? can you hit a person that far w/o going faster then 34? that really 


doesnt sound right


and um green lights dont mean ‘oh hey i can just hit this person ’ 


What  says: 


April 2, 2010 at 11:25 am


I am with Huh on this one. You can ’t go that far at 34 mph after hitting the breaks. Not to 


mention she was hit on the far side of the road, meaning the driver had to have seen her well ahead of 


time, if he was paying attention. And if he was paying atention and going 34 he could have stopped. I 


call foul on the Police in this one, granted they are known for not properly investigating things.


Rob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 11:31 am 


I also agree with Huh. My ex girlfriend was hit a few years ago by a car going 45 in a 25. The 


woman driving hit the brakes only a moment before hitting her, and she still only rolled about 10 feet 


away from the car.


Sure, the girl should have been paying attention. But I assume that drivers are paying attention to the 


road in front of them when I cross a crosswalk, and I can tell you that plenty of times in the past I would 


have been hit if the driver kept going, as I assumed that he knew I was crossing at a crosswalk. I’d find 


it hard to believe if someone told me they never had that.


John says: 


April 2, 2010 at 12:34 pm


“the driver said Patterson entered the crosswalk while the “do not walk” symbol was lit” 


Doesn ’t that mean he saw her enter the crosswalk? I ’ve been to that crosswalk. There ’s 3 lanes if you 


count the turning lane. That means this guy who was supposedly going 30something didn ’t see her 


despite the fact that she had to walk across 2 lanes of traffic and then into his before he hit her.


Matthew Jarrett  says:  


April 2, 2010 at 12:53 pm 


I agree with orange_cone on the walkway. It ’s ridiculous that 2 million dollars were spent to 


put in a light at this intersection. It would seem that for much less you could have installed a steel 


pedestrian bridge.


Bob Bob says: 


April 2, 2010 at 12:56 pm


Remember, this is the same police department that presented such a poor case against 


the guy who hit and killed someone at the crosswalk in 2004 that he was acquitted by a jury.


They also fail at math (since you aren ’t going to get knocked 60 feet by a vehicle moving 34). 


Law enforcement incompetence is a sad, sad thing.


Matthew Jarrett  says:  


April 2, 2010 at 1:24 pm 


In response to the distance traveled after being struck:


I have been trained as a Mechanical Engineer, but I am making no claim to the validity of these 


numbers. These calculations don ’t take into account the intricacies of where the truck stopped, how 


long it took to stop, where the 50′ number came from (was it measured after she left the hood or 


measured from the truck ’s final stopping position?) when the moment was that she actually left the 


hood, the accuracy of this news article ’s numbers, etc, etc. Nonetheless, these numbers are 


interesting think about.


A Nissan Frontier 4×4’s hood is approximately 49 inches from the ground (taking the published overall 


height and measuring the ratio of hood height to overall height from a side-view image on Nissan ’s 


website).


I did a back-of-the-envelope calculation using the basic kinematic equation:  


x = V_0*t + 0.5*a*t^2


where V_0 is the initial velocity, t is the elapsed time, and a is the acceleration experienced.


a = g = acceleration of gravity = 9.81 m/s^2 


V_0 = 0 mph (initial vertical velocity is zero for free fall)


If an object were free falling from 49 inches, it would take 0.504 seconds to hit the ground by:


49 inches = 0*t + 0.5*(9.81 m/s^2)*t^2


Solving for t = sqrt((49 inches)/(0.5*(9.81 m/s^2))) = 0.504 sec.


Neglecting drag due to traveling through air (which should be negligible at the speed of 34 mph), 


traveling horizontally at 34 mph for 0.504 seconds would leave you:


34mph*0.504 seconds = 25 feet from the point in space where the object left the hood.


I found no good metrics to estimate how far a body would tumble or slide across asphalt, so the 


analysis ends there.


If anyone would like to comment, correct, or build upon this in an analytic way, please do.


driver says: 


April 2, 2010 at 2:31 pm


Ok so drving threw teh UMASS campus, Amherst and in Northampton all the time the 


students and other pedestrians feel as though they rule the road. Just because you pressed the red 


button to walk doesnt mean you have the right of way nor does walking threw a “do not walk” sign just 


because your in a cross walk. On NUMEROUS occasions I see my green light and im watching the 


light for it turn yellow since it is a “stale” green light and having to slam on brakes because you 


pedestrian feel as if you can walk whenever you feel like it. BUT then when I walk the same crosswalks, 


with no crossing lights, on campus to go to work there has been a number of times where one row of 


cars is stopped and I pass them and move on to the second row and hear the car and stop and have a 


student driver drive right past coming inches to hitting me. So the row of ten cars stopped wasnt a 


warning in its self but the fact that this student didnt slow down because there were cross walks 


present. We are taught from the moment we are kids to stop look and listen and in driving school we 


are taught to be cautious of crosswalks and pedestrians! I feel as though students believe that the 


world revolves around themselves and have no concern for anyone else! Many times driving threw 


campus I shake my head and think “no wonder you all keep getting hit! ” 


Bob Bob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 3:01 pm 


Driver, perhaps instead of spending your time insulting students, you should become one 


yourself. Your spelling and grammar are atrocious. I ’m surprised I was able to interpret any of that 


nonsense.


Matthew Jarrett  says: 


April 2, 2010 at 3:06 pm


Driver,


I’m not going to say you are biased, but it certainly seems that way. How do you know that all of these 


pedestrians are students and that all of these drivers are students? Do they wear t-shirts that say 


“student” on them? Do they have bumper stickers or “student” painted in nail polish on the sides of 


their cars?


Is it true that only students drive or walk on campus? Of course not. You, yourself stated that you do 


both. I’d like to know how you can determine that these aren ’t University employees, just like yourself? 


Making sweeping generalizations of people is not the appropriate way to pose an argument while still 


maintaining respect. Besides, if you have something to say, you should use your real name. How else 


is anyone supposed to assume the validity of your argument if you aren ’t even going to vouch for it? 


Also, you should take some more time to coherently organize your argument. Microsoft Word and 


Mozilla Firefox both have spell check and Microsoft Word also does grammar – as all of the professors 


frequently remind their students.


Rob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 4:23 pm 


Matthew, in regards to your calculation:


The article said that he was traveling 34. I’m assuming that, unless he wasn ’t paying attention to the 


road at all, he braked before hitting her. Even if it was right before, that would lower the speed incredibly 


right away. After hitting her, the braking would have continued. If you brake heavily, going at a speed 


around 30 will stop you very fast (relatively) and considering Casey would still be “stuck” on the car, her 


speed would also decrease.


I think the speed with which she was thrown off would be much, much lower than 34 miles per hour.  


Even if she left the car at 25mph (which I personally think is a very high estimate), that’s only 12.6 feet 


away. If she was 60 feet away, or even if she overestimated horribly and was only 30 feet away, that 


means she ’s rolling on the ground for 18 feet.  At 60 feet away, that ’s 48 feet. That’s ridiculous.  


Using just your calculations without the deceleration, that could be 5 feet of rolling if she was 30 feet 


away or 35 feet if she landed as far as she said.


So maybe 5 feet sounds more reasonable (if she overestimated to DOUBLE the distance), but that 


means that if he was traveling 34 miles per hour he didn ’t brake at all before hitting her. What was he 


looking at?


Obviously there is a few other things to take into account past this simple analysis, but it doesn ’t seem 


right at all.


Matthew Jarrett  says: 


April 2, 2010 at 10:51 pm


Rob,


Thanks for the response. I guess I was working off of the following statistic – assumed to actually be 


correctly pulled from the police report (and assumed that the police report was actually correct):


“She was thrown from the hood causing her to tumble around 50 feet further, said the police report 


written by the responding officer, Joshua S. Harris.” 


and my estimation of the full speed was offering a worst -case-scenario for the distance of free-fall prior 


to skidding or rolling. From that, the idea was to make an estimation (as you did, yourself) of whether it 


was a reasonable distance to skid/roll. I ’d like to find some data for how long a person would skid or 


roll across asphalt before coming to a stop based on initial velocities. That would make this all pretty 


easy to estimate the validity of all of the numbers in question.


Either way, multiple people have come to the conclusion – whether analytically, anecdotally, or by gut 


feeling – that 34 mph seems a bit low of a speed for a 50 ft landing distance. 


Rob says:  


April 2, 2010 at 11:52 pm 


I would agree, Matthew.


A 25 foot tumble from 35 miles per hour (max) is ridiculous.  As I said in my earlier post, a past girlfriend 


of mine was hit by a car going 45 mph moments before, and tumbled about 10 feet away from the car.


It bothers me that they ’ve basically said she walked out in front of the car right as it was passing 


through.
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Loved ones mourn sophomore found dead in dorm
By: Matt Rocheleau, Alyssa Creamer and Bobby Hitt |  April 06, 2010 |  


Nora Ruchman’s friends and family mourned 


her death yesterday, remembering the 19­year­


old sophomore’s compassionate demeanor, 


sense of humor, and her contagious smile.


“She was a really nice and bubbly girl,” said 


her roommate Alana Hallisey, a sophomore 


English major. “She transferred here, and I 


was her first roommate. It’s just really a 


shock. I don’t even really know what else to 


say right now. She will definitely be missed.” 


Ruchman, of Rockport, Mass., was found 


dead in her Coolidge Hall high­rise tower dorm 


room at 9:10 p.m. Sunday by UMass Police 


responding to a request about her status.


“This was an unattended death, and there is no 


indication of foul play,” said UMass Police, according to a University statement released yesterday 


afternoon.


Her mother, Anita Ruchman, was reached Monday at her Rockport home.


“All I would like to say at this time is that I’m really feeling for the kids and her friends. I appreciate their


love and their grief, and I just hope that they’re OK,” she said. 


When and how Ruchman died remains unclear. UMPD Chief Johnny Whitehead said more information 


will follow after autopsy results return, but he did not know when the results would be available. State 


police are investigating the specific circumstances surrounding death, “as they do for all unattended 


deaths,” said UMass’ statement. 


Questions to the state police media relations office Monday afternoon were referred to Northwestern 


District Attorney’s Office Elizabeth D. Scheibel’s Office, which was not immediately available to 


comment on Ruchman’s death or the ongoing investigation. 


Ruchman transferred to UMass this spring as a second­semester 


sophomore after spending three semesters at the University of South 


Carolina, Columbia, said a campus­wide e­mail from Dean of Students 


Jo­Anne T. Vanin. She did not have a declared major with the University, 


but was studying music, philosophy and management, the e­mail said.


“While Nora was new to our community, she joined a large community 


of friends from her high school who are enrolled here,” said Vanin’s e­


mail. “Our deepest sympathies go out to Nora’s mother Anita Ruchman, 


all of her family members and her many friends here and at home.” 


According to her Facebook profile, where dozens of those who knew her posted fond farewell messages


yesterday, Ruchman graduated from Ipswich High School in 2008.


Coolidge residents gathered at a somber “community meeting” yesterday in the tower’s 19th­floor 


lounge.


Grief counselors from various areas of campus life were made available to students including 


representatives from mental health services, the area’s religious community and Coolidge Hall residence 


staff. In her e­mail, Vanin also said anyone seeking support services can visit the Dean of Students 


office at 227 Whitmore Administration Building.


Two years ago, a UMass student died in Southwest on the same date that Ruchman’s body was 


discovered by police. On April 4, 2008, 20­year­old Liam O’Donnelly was found dead, after he fell from 


a 17th­floor window of the John Quincy Adams Hall tower, according to police who ruled the death was


a suicide. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. Bobby Hitt can be reached at 


rhitt@student.umass.edu.


UMass sophomore Nora Ruchman, 19, of Rockport, Mass., was found 


dead in her Coolidge Hall dorm room on Sunday, April 4. (Courtesy 


Facebook)


Coolidge Hall (Courtesy UMass)


One Response to “Loved ones mourn sophomore found dead in dorm” 


Dawn Buchner says: 


April 5, 2010 at 7:06 pm


I never had the opportunity to meet Nora, but almost felt as though I had known her, simply 


through the many silly memories her big sister Juliana has shared with me over the years. Each time 


Juliana would share her memories with me, her eyes would light up… Almost with a sense of pride 


you would find in the eyes of a mother recounting memories of her child. My sincere condolences go 


out to the entire Ruchman family as well as each of Noras friends. “May the angels guide you in little 


one”. 
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Loved ones mourn sophomore found dead in dorm
By: Matt Rocheleau, Alyssa Creamer and Bobby Hitt |  April 06, 2010 |  


Nora Ruchman’s friends and family mourned 


her death yesterday, remembering the 19­year­


old sophomore’s compassionate demeanor, 


sense of humor, and her contagious smile.


“She was a really nice and bubbly girl,” said 


her roommate Alana Hallisey, a sophomore 


English major. “She transferred here, and I 


was her first roommate. It’s just really a 


shock. I don’t even really know what else to 


say right now. She will definitely be missed.” 


Ruchman, of Rockport, Mass., was found 


dead in her Coolidge Hall high­rise tower dorm 


room at 9:10 p.m. Sunday by UMass Police 


responding to a request about her status.


“This was an unattended death, and there is no 


indication of foul play,” said UMass Police, according to a University statement released yesterday 


afternoon.


Her mother, Anita Ruchman, was reached Monday at her Rockport home.


“All I would like to say at this time is that I’m really feeling for the kids and her friends. I appreciate their


love and their grief, and I just hope that they’re OK,” she said. 


When and how Ruchman died remains unclear. UMPD Chief Johnny Whitehead said more information 


will follow after autopsy results return, but he did not know when the results would be available. State 


police are investigating the specific circumstances surrounding death, “as they do for all unattended 


deaths,” said UMass’ statement. 


Questions to the state police media relations office Monday afternoon were referred to Northwestern 


District Attorney’s Office Elizabeth D. Scheibel’s Office, which was not immediately available to 


comment on Ruchman’s death or the ongoing investigation. 


Ruchman transferred to UMass this spring as a second­semester 


sophomore after spending three semesters at the University of South 


Carolina, Columbia, said a campus­wide e­mail from Dean of Students 


Jo­Anne T. Vanin. She did not have a declared major with the University, 


but was studying music, philosophy and management, the e­mail said.


“While Nora was new to our community, she joined a large community 


of friends from her high school who are enrolled here,” said Vanin’s e­


mail. “Our deepest sympathies go out to Nora’s mother Anita Ruchman, 


all of her family members and her many friends here and at home.” 


According to her Facebook profile, where dozens of those who knew her posted fond farewell messages


yesterday, Ruchman graduated from Ipswich High School in 2008.


Coolidge residents gathered at a somber “community meeting” yesterday in the tower’s 19th­floor 


lounge.


Grief counselors from various areas of campus life were made available to students including 


representatives from mental health services, the area’s religious community and Coolidge Hall residence 


staff. In her e­mail, Vanin also said anyone seeking support services can visit the Dean of Students 


office at 227 Whitmore Administration Building.


Two years ago, a UMass student died in Southwest on the same date that Ruchman’s body was 


discovered by police. On April 4, 2008, 20­year­old Liam O’Donnelly was found dead, after he fell from 


a 17th­floor window of the John Quincy Adams Hall tower, according to police who ruled the death was


a suicide. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. Bobby Hitt can be reached at 


rhitt@student.umass.edu.


UMass sophomore Nora Ruchman, 19, of Rockport, Mass., was found 


dead in her Coolidge Hall dorm room on Sunday, April 4. (Courtesy 


Facebook)


Coolidge Hall (Courtesy UMass)


One Response to “Loved ones mourn sophomore found dead in dorm” 


Dawn Buchner says: 


April 5, 2010 at 7:06 pm


I never had the opportunity to meet Nora, but almost felt as though I had known her, simply 


through the many silly memories her big sister Juliana has shared with me over the years. Each time 


Juliana would share her memories with me, her eyes would light up… Almost with a sense of pride 


you would find in the eyes of a mother recounting memories of her child. My sincere condolences go 


out to the entire Ruchman family as well as each of Noras friends. “May the angels guide you in little 


one”. 
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Nora Ruchman’s friends and family mourned 


her death yesterday, remembering the 19­year­


old sophomore’s compassionate demeanor, 


sense of humor, and her contagious smile.


“She was a really nice and bubbly girl,” said 


her roommate Alana Hallisey, a sophomore 


English major. “She transferred here, and I 


was her first roommate. It’s just really a 


shock. I don’t even really know what else to 


say right now. She will definitely be missed.” 


Ruchman, of Rockport, Mass., was found 


dead in her Coolidge Hall high­rise tower dorm 


room at 9:10 p.m. Sunday by UMass Police 


responding to a request about her status.


“This was an unattended death, and there is no 


indication of foul play,” said UMass Police, according to a University statement released yesterday 


afternoon.


Her mother, Anita Ruchman, was reached Monday at her Rockport home.


“All I would like to say at this time is that I’m really feeling for the kids and her friends. I appreciate their


love and their grief, and I just hope that they’re OK,” she said. 


When and how Ruchman died remains unclear. UMPD Chief Johnny Whitehead said more information 


will follow after autopsy results return, but he did not know when the results would be available. State 


police are investigating the specific circumstances surrounding death, “as they do for all unattended 


deaths,” said UMass’ statement. 


Questions to the state police media relations office Monday afternoon were referred to Northwestern 


District Attorney’s Office Elizabeth D. Scheibel’s Office, which was not immediately available to 


comment on Ruchman’s death or the ongoing investigation. 


Ruchman transferred to UMass this spring as a second­semester 


sophomore after spending three semesters at the University of South 


Carolina, Columbia, said a campus­wide e­mail from Dean of Students 


Jo­Anne T. Vanin. She did not have a declared major with the University, 


but was studying music, philosophy and management, the e­mail said.


“While Nora was new to our community, she joined a large community 


of friends from her high school who are enrolled here,” said Vanin’s e­


mail. “Our deepest sympathies go out to Nora’s mother Anita Ruchman, 


all of her family members and her many friends here and at home.” 


According to her Facebook profile, where dozens of those who knew her posted fond farewell messages


yesterday, Ruchman graduated from Ipswich High School in 2008.


Coolidge residents gathered at a somber “community meeting” yesterday in the tower’s 19th­floor 


lounge.


Grief counselors from various areas of campus life were made available to students including 


representatives from mental health services, the area’s religious community and Coolidge Hall residence 


staff. In her e­mail, Vanin also said anyone seeking support services can visit the Dean of Students 


office at 227 Whitmore Administration Building.


Two years ago, a UMass student died in Southwest on the same date that Ruchman’s body was 


discovered by police. On April 4, 2008, 20­year­old Liam O’Donnelly was found dead, after he fell from 


a 17th­floor window of the John Quincy Adams Hall tower, according to police who ruled the death was


a suicide. 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com. Bobby Hitt can be reached at 


rhitt@student.umass.edu.


UMass sophomore Nora Ruchman, 19, of Rockport, Mass., was found 


dead in her Coolidge Hall dorm room on Sunday, April 4. (Courtesy 


Facebook)
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One Response to “Loved ones mourn sophomore found dead in dorm” 


Dawn Buchner says: 


April 5, 2010 at 7:06 pm


I never had the opportunity to meet Nora, but almost felt as though I had known her, simply 


through the many silly memories her big sister Juliana has shared with me over the years. Each time 


Juliana would share her memories with me, her eyes would light up… Almost with a sense of pride 


you would find in the eyes of a mother recounting memories of her child. My sincere condolences go 


out to the entire Ruchman family as well as each of Noras friends. “May the angels guide you in little 


one”. 
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Saturday nationwide and debuted on campus 
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Greg Manley, a sophomore chemical 
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the store’s demo station have not been left 


alone for more than 10 minutes at a time since 


arriving. About half of the 30 iPad’s received 


over the weekend have sold, he said, and more 


are en route to the store.


“Monday opened to a flood of people,” 


including some who lined up in the Campus 


Center outside the store to get a first peak at 


the high­tech tablet, said Manley. “People were 


just frantic about them.” 


He said pre­orders for a 3G model, which has not yet hit shelves, have also been popular. No 


announcement has been made on when that model will be released.
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Apple’s iPad arrives at UMass, UStore offers demo 
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  April 07, 2010 |  


Apple’s newest toy, the iPad, launched 


Saturday nationwide and debuted on campus 


Monday after the University Store reopened 


from Easter weekend.


According to UStore computer sales associate 


Greg Manley, a sophomore chemical 


engineering major, the three iPads available at 


the store’s demo station have not been left 


alone for more than 10 minutes at a time since 


arriving. About half of the 30 iPad’s received 


over the weekend have sold, he said, and more 


are en route to the store.


“Monday opened to a flood of people,” 


including some who lined up in the Campus 


Center outside the store to get a first peak at 


the high­tech tablet, said Manley. “People were 


just frantic about them.” 


He said pre­orders for a 3G model, which has not yet hit shelves, have also been popular. No 


announcement has been made on when that model will be released.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


Huddled around a UStore demo station, several students test out three 


iPads available on display. The tablet device which launched nationwide 


Saturday is Apple ’s latest technological sensation. (Matt 


Rocheleau/Collegian)
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Amherst store owner denies using Belichick’s 
daughter’s credit card 
By: Collegian News Staff  |  April 07, 2010 |  


By Owen Boss and Scott Merzbach, The Daily Hampshire Gazette
Special to the Collegian


A local shopkeeper, charged with using Bill Belichick’s daughter’s credit card to 


buy more than a thousand dollars of merchandise at stores in Hadley, denied his 


involvement in court Tuesday.


Mohamed S. Nagooradumai, 39, of 42 Palley Village Place, who owns Amherst 


Grocery Store at 319 Main St., pleaded innocent in Eastern Hampshire District 


Court to charges of committing credit card fraud over $250 and receiving stolen 


property valued over $250.


In December, 25­year­old Amherst resident Amanda Belichick, an assistant coach for the University of 


Massachusetts women’s lacrosse team and daughter of New England Patriot’s head coach Bill Belichick,


went to the local police station to report several unauthorized transactions had been taken from her Bank 


of America checking account.


The card, she said, had either been lost or stolen, according to police.


A police inquiry revealed that last year, during November and December, unauthorized charges were 


made on her card at Old Navy, Sears and Walmart in Hadley and at Nagooradumai’s grocery store, 


according to court documents. The largest transaction, made at Sears, was for a Kenmore washer and 


dryer set reportedly valued at $616.23.


After obtaining surveillance video from Sears, police identified Nagooradumai and his wife, Zuharia 


Mohamed, whom they recognized from past dealings, waiting in line just moments before the transaction


was made, according to police.


On Tuesday at 11 a.m., police executed a search warrant obtained Monday in Eastern Hampshire District


Court at Nagooradumai’s Palley Village Place home and seized a Kenmore washer and dryer set and a 


variety of clothing as evidence.


Lt. Ron Young, head of the police detective bureau, said the investigation is ongoing and the credit card 


used in the alleged thefts has not been recovered.


Young said additional charges may be filed against Nagooradumai as the investigation continues.


Judge Laurie MacLeod released Nagooradumai on his own recognizance and ordered him to return to 


court for a pretrial hearing on May 18.


Amanda Belichick was reach Wednesday but declined to comment. A call to the number listed for 


Nagooradumai’s residence was not answered Wednesday evening, and a voicemail left there was not 


immediately returned.


Belichick followed in her father’s academic footsteps attending the same high school and college. After 


graduating from Phillips Academy in Andover, Mass. in 2003, she earned a bachelor’s in 2007 from 


Wesleyan University in Middletown, Conn. There, during her junior year, she became just the second 


player in Cardinals history to score over 50 points in a season as an attack before becoming a co­captain 


in her senior year at Wesleyan, according to the UMass Athletics website.


The Weston, Mass. native joined UMass as an assistant lacrosse coach at the beginning of the 


Minutewomen’s season after serving as head lacrosse coach at Choate Rosemary Hall in Wallingford, 


Conn., for two years, the site said.


Collegian staff writer Matt Rocheleau contributed to this report. He can be reached at 


mrochele@dailycollegian.com. Owen Boss and Scott Merzbach are Gazette staff writers. They can be 


reached at oboss@gazettenet.com and smerzbach@gazettenet.com.


Amanda Belichick 


(Courtesy UMass)


2 Responses to “Amherst store owner denies using Belichick’s daughter’s credit card” 


The Detective in the Mirror says: 


April 8, 2010 at 2:50 am


Why does it matter she’s Bill Belechicks daughter?  


I forgot, only rich people get justice.


Wails Nimble says:  


April 8, 2010 at 7:35 pm 


That’s a good point, the Collegian should write an article about every credit card theft in the 


county.
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Amherst store owner denies using Belichick’s 
daughter’s credit card 
By: Collegian News Staff  |  April 07, 2010 |  


By Owen Boss and Scott Merzbach, The Daily Hampshire Gazette
Special to the Collegian


A local shopkeeper, charged with using Bill Belichick’s daughter’s credit card to 


buy more than a thousand dollars of merchandise at stores in Hadley, denied his 


involvement in court Tuesday.


Mohamed S. Nagooradumai, 39, of 42 Palley Village Place, who owns Amherst 


Grocery Store at 319 Main St., pleaded innocent in Eastern Hampshire District 


Court to charges of committing credit card fraud over $250 and receiving stolen 


property valued over $250.


In December, 25­year­old Amherst resident Amanda Belichick, an assistant coach for the University of 


Massachusetts women’s lacrosse team and daughter of New England Patriot’s head coach Bill Belichick,


went to the local police station to report several unauthorized transactions had been taken from her Bank 


of America checking account.


The card, she said, had either been lost or stolen, according to police.


A police inquiry revealed that last year, during November and December, unauthorized charges were 


made on her card at Old Navy, Sears and Walmart in Hadley and at Nagooradumai’s grocery store, 


according to court documents. The largest transaction, made at Sears, was for a Kenmore washer and 


dryer set reportedly valued at $616.23.


After obtaining surveillance video from Sears, police identified Nagooradumai and his wife, Zuharia 


Mohamed, whom they recognized from past dealings, waiting in line just moments before the transaction


was made, according to police.


On Tuesday at 11 a.m., police executed a search warrant obtained Monday in Eastern Hampshire District


Court at Nagooradumai’s Palley Village Place home and seized a Kenmore washer and dryer set and a 


variety of clothing as evidence.


Lt. Ron Young, head of the police detective bureau, said the investigation is ongoing and the credit card 


used in the alleged thefts has not been recovered.


Young said additional charges may be filed against Nagooradumai as the investigation continues.


Judge Laurie MacLeod released Nagooradumai on his own recognizance and ordered him to return to 


court for a pretrial hearing on May 18.


Amanda Belichick was reach Wednesday but declined to comment. A call to the number listed for 


Nagooradumai’s residence was not answered Wednesday evening, and a voicemail left there was not 


immediately returned.


Belichick followed in her father’s academic footsteps attending the same high school and college. After 


graduating from Phillips Academy in Andover, Mass. in 2003, she earned a bachelor’s in 2007 from 


Wesleyan University in Middletown, Conn. There, during her junior year, she became just the second 


player in Cardinals history to score over 50 points in a season as an attack before becoming a co­captain 


in her senior year at Wesleyan, according to the UMass Athletics website.


The Weston, Mass. native joined UMass as an assistant lacrosse coach at the beginning of the 


Minutewomen’s season after serving as head lacrosse coach at Choate Rosemary Hall in Wallingford, 


Conn., for two years, the site said.


Collegian staff writer Matt Rocheleau contributed to this report. He can be reached at 


mrochele@dailycollegian.com. Owen Boss and Scott Merzbach are Gazette staff writers. They can be 


reached at oboss@gazettenet.com and smerzbach@gazettenet.com.


Amanda Belichick 


(Courtesy UMass)


2 Responses to “Amherst store owner denies using Belichick’s daughter’s credit card” 


The Detective in the Mirror says: 


April 8, 2010 at 2:50 am


Why does it matter she’s Bill Belechicks daughter?  


I forgot, only rich people get justice.


Wails Nimble says:  


April 8, 2010 at 7:35 pm 


That’s a good point, the Collegian should write an article about every credit card theft in the 


county.
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Amherst store owner denies using Belichick’s 
daughter’s credit card 
By: Collegian News Staff  |  April 07, 2010 |  


By Owen Boss and Scott Merzbach, The Daily Hampshire Gazette
Special to the Collegian


A local shopkeeper, charged with using Bill Belichick’s daughter’s credit card to 


buy more than a thousand dollars of merchandise at stores in Hadley, denied his 


involvement in court Tuesday.


Mohamed S. Nagooradumai, 39, of 42 Palley Village Place, who owns Amherst 


Grocery Store at 319 Main St., pleaded innocent in Eastern Hampshire District 


Court to charges of committing credit card fraud over $250 and receiving stolen 


property valued over $250.


In December, 25­year­old Amherst resident Amanda Belichick, an assistant coach for the University of 


Massachusetts women’s lacrosse team and daughter of New England Patriot’s head coach Bill Belichick,


went to the local police station to report several unauthorized transactions had been taken from her Bank 


of America checking account.


The card, she said, had either been lost or stolen, according to police.


A police inquiry revealed that last year, during November and December, unauthorized charges were 


made on her card at Old Navy, Sears and Walmart in Hadley and at Nagooradumai’s grocery store, 


according to court documents. The largest transaction, made at Sears, was for a Kenmore washer and 


dryer set reportedly valued at $616.23.


After obtaining surveillance video from Sears, police identified Nagooradumai and his wife, Zuharia 


Mohamed, whom they recognized from past dealings, waiting in line just moments before the transaction


was made, according to police.


On Tuesday at 11 a.m., police executed a search warrant obtained Monday in Eastern Hampshire District


Court at Nagooradumai’s Palley Village Place home and seized a Kenmore washer and dryer set and a 


variety of clothing as evidence.


Lt. Ron Young, head of the police detective bureau, said the investigation is ongoing and the credit card 


used in the alleged thefts has not been recovered.


Young said additional charges may be filed against Nagooradumai as the investigation continues.


Judge Laurie MacLeod released Nagooradumai on his own recognizance and ordered him to return to 


court for a pretrial hearing on May 18.


Amanda Belichick was reach Wednesday but declined to comment. A call to the number listed for 


Nagooradumai’s residence was not answered Wednesday evening, and a voicemail left there was not 


immediately returned.


Belichick followed in her father’s academic footsteps attending the same high school and college. After 


graduating from Phillips Academy in Andover, Mass. in 2003, she earned a bachelor’s in 2007 from 


Wesleyan University in Middletown, Conn. There, during her junior year, she became just the second 


player in Cardinals history to score over 50 points in a season as an attack before becoming a co­captain 


in her senior year at Wesleyan, according to the UMass Athletics website.


The Weston, Mass. native joined UMass as an assistant lacrosse coach at the beginning of the 


Minutewomen’s season after serving as head lacrosse coach at Choate Rosemary Hall in Wallingford, 


Conn., for two years, the site said.


Collegian staff writer Matt Rocheleau contributed to this report. He can be reached at 


mrochele@dailycollegian.com. Owen Boss and Scott Merzbach are Gazette staff writers. They can be 


reached at oboss@gazettenet.com and smerzbach@gazettenet.com.


Amanda Belichick 


(Courtesy UMass)


2 Responses to “Amherst store owner denies using Belichick’s daughter’s credit card” 


The Detective in the Mirror says: 


April 8, 2010 at 2:50 am


Why does it matter she’s Bill Belechicks daughter?  


I forgot, only rich people get justice.


Wails Nimble says:  


April 8, 2010 at 7:35 pm 


That’s a good point, the Collegian should write an article about every credit card theft in the 


county.
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Amherst man pleads innocent to running over, 
pointing gun at another man in fight over woman
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  April 16, 2010 |  


An Amherst man pleaded not guilty today to multiple charges stemming 


from an incident yesterday in which police said he intentionally drove a 


car into another man before pulling out a gun and chasing the man into 


the woods where he punched and kicked him in a dispute over a young 


woman.


Driving in a gray Honda Civic on Thursday afternoon, police said Jyming 


Chea, 27, of 266 East Hadley Road #97C in Amherst, arrived at 120 


Belchertown Road (Route 9) in Amherst across from the Alpine 


Commons apartment complex and recognized an unnamed 23­year­old 


Springfield man standing outside the home. The two men “had become 


embroiled in a dispute over a young woman,” according to a press 


release from Amherst police.


Chea then drove the vehicle into the other man, knocking him to the ground, before Chea got out of the 


car, pulled out a 9MM handgun and chased the fleeing man into the woods behind the home where Chea 


punched and kicked the other man while he was on the ground, officials said.


The Springfield man was treated and released 


from Baystate Medical Center in Springfield. 


State and town police responded around 4:45 


p.m., later found the gun and arrested Chea 


on four charges: two counts of assault and 


battery with a dangerous weapon (a car and a 


shod foot) and single counts of assault and 


battery and assault with a dangerous weapon 


(handgun), according to Assistant District 


Attorney Michael A. Cahillane.


He pleaded not guilty to the charges at an arraignment today in Eastern Hampshire District Court. He was


ordered held on $2,000 cash bail with electronic and GPS monitoring and ordered to have no contact 


with the alleged victims, Cahillane said.


The Commonwealth requested Chea be held without the right to bail based on dangerousness, which the 


judge denied along with prosecutors’ request that he be held on $25,000 bail. 


Officials were not immediately available to comment further on whether or not Chea fired the gun, as 


multiple area residents said they heard yesterday.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


Jyming Chea (Courtesy Amherst 


police)


Police respond to the scene at 120 Belchertown Rd. (Route 9) in 


Amherst late afternoon Thursday. (Matt Rocheleau/Collegian)
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Amherst man pleads innocent to running over, 
pointing gun at another man in fight over woman
By: Matt Rocheleau  |  April 16, 2010 |  


An Amherst man pleaded not guilty today to multiple charges stemming 


from an incident yesterday in which police said he intentionally drove a 


car into another man before pulling out a gun and chasing the man into 


the woods where he punched and kicked him in a dispute over a young 


woman.


Driving in a gray Honda Civic on Thursday afternoon, police said Jyming 


Chea, 27, of 266 East Hadley Road #97C in Amherst, arrived at 120 


Belchertown Road (Route 9) in Amherst across from the Alpine 


Commons apartment complex and recognized an unnamed 23­year­old 


Springfield man standing outside the home. The two men “had become 


embroiled in a dispute over a young woman,” according to a press 


release from Amherst police.


Chea then drove the vehicle into the other man, knocking him to the ground, before Chea got out of the 


car, pulled out a 9MM handgun and chased the fleeing man into the woods behind the home where Chea 


punched and kicked the other man while he was on the ground, officials said.


The Springfield man was treated and released 


from Baystate Medical Center in Springfield. 


State and town police responded around 4:45 


p.m., later found the gun and arrested Chea 


on four charges: two counts of assault and 


battery with a dangerous weapon (a car and a 


shod foot) and single counts of assault and 


battery and assault with a dangerous weapon 


(handgun), according to Assistant District 


Attorney Michael A. Cahillane.


He pleaded not guilty to the charges at an arraignment today in Eastern Hampshire District Court. He was


ordered held on $2,000 cash bail with electronic and GPS monitoring and ordered to have no contact 


with the alleged victims, Cahillane said.


The Commonwealth requested Chea be held without the right to bail based on dangerousness, which the 


judge denied along with prosecutors’ request that he be held on $25,000 bail. 


Officials were not immediately available to comment further on whether or not Chea fired the gun, as 


multiple area residents said they heard yesterday.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


Jyming Chea (Courtesy Amherst 


police)


Police respond to the scene at 120 Belchertown Rd. (Route 9) in 


Amherst late afternoon Thursday. (Matt Rocheleau/Collegian)
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By: Matt Rocheleau  |  April 16, 2010 |  


An Amherst man pleaded not guilty today to multiple charges stemming 


from an incident yesterday in which police said he intentionally drove a 


car into another man before pulling out a gun and chasing the man into 


the woods where he punched and kicked him in a dispute over a young 


woman.


Driving in a gray Honda Civic on Thursday afternoon, police said Jyming 


Chea, 27, of 266 East Hadley Road #97C in Amherst, arrived at 120 


Belchertown Road (Route 9) in Amherst across from the Alpine 


Commons apartment complex and recognized an unnamed 23­year­old 


Springfield man standing outside the home. The two men “had become 


embroiled in a dispute over a young woman,” according to a press 


release from Amherst police.


Chea then drove the vehicle into the other man, knocking him to the ground, before Chea got out of the 


car, pulled out a 9MM handgun and chased the fleeing man into the woods behind the home where Chea 


punched and kicked the other man while he was on the ground, officials said.


The Springfield man was treated and released 


from Baystate Medical Center in Springfield. 


State and town police responded around 4:45 


p.m., later found the gun and arrested Chea 


on four charges: two counts of assault and 


battery with a dangerous weapon (a car and a 


shod foot) and single counts of assault and 


battery and assault with a dangerous weapon 


(handgun), according to Assistant District 


Attorney Michael A. Cahillane.


He pleaded not guilty to the charges at an arraignment today in Eastern Hampshire District Court. He was


ordered held on $2,000 cash bail with electronic and GPS monitoring and ordered to have no contact 


with the alleged victims, Cahillane said.


The Commonwealth requested Chea be held without the right to bail based on dangerousness, which the 


judge denied along with prosecutors’ request that he be held on $25,000 bail. 


Officials were not immediately available to comment further on whether or not Chea fired the gun, as 


multiple area residents said they heard yesterday.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


Jyming Chea (Courtesy Amherst 


police)


Police respond to the scene at 120 Belchertown Rd. (Route 9) in 


Amherst late afternoon Thursday. (Matt Rocheleau/Collegian)
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12 hospitalized for severe intoxication at campus 
party, area hospital forced to close ER


By: Matt Rocheleau  | April 26, 2010 |  


A dozen people were hospitalized and treated for severe intoxication after becoming ill during an on-


campus dance party Saturday night into Sunday morning, according to campus officials.


Meanwhile, an influx of patients – which may have included the 12 intoxicated people treated after the 


campus party – forced Cooley Dickinson Hospital in Northampton to close its emergency room to 


incoming patients shortly after midnight, according to staff members.


A nursing supervisor at the hospital confirmed the closure. She did not know the exact number of people


who sought treatment Saturday night into Sunday or how many had an alcohol-related illness, but she 


said the patient total grew to an “excessive amount.” The nursing supervisor said the hospital’s 


emergency room can typically treat 20 to 25 people simultaneously. A hospital spokesperson could not 


be reached for comment Sunday.


UMass spokesman Edward Blaguszewski said the identity of those who became ill during the Mullins 


Center event was not known. He said he did not know whether they were University of Massachusetts 


students or which hospital treated them.


The Mullins Center does not serve alcohol, and the estimated 1,300 attendees were screened for alcohol 


and other prohibited items prior to entering the “Turn It Up Party,” he said. 


Police suspect the 12 who became sick, but are expected to recover, had drank alcohol before entering 


the event but did not begin to show signs of intoxication until later, said Blaguszewski.


Police reported no arrests or property damage at the event, he added.


The dance party, which was open to any college student who showed student identification, was part of 


the University’s “Blackout Weekend,” a campus tradition in which UMass students invite students from 


other colleges for various weekend sporting, food and music events. The name has no connection to the 


term “blackout,” which some use to describe alcohol-induced amnesia. 


UMass Amherst Police and town fire officials who responded with ambulances to aid the 12 intoxicated 


people were not immediately available to comment on the incident.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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12 hospitalized for severe intoxication at campus 
party, area hospital forced to close ER


By: Matt Rocheleau  | April 26, 2010 |  


A dozen people were hospitalized and treated for severe intoxication after becoming ill during an on-


campus dance party Saturday night into Sunday morning, according to campus officials.


Meanwhile, an influx of patients – which may have included the 12 intoxicated people treated after the 


campus party – forced Cooley Dickinson Hospital in Northampton to close its emergency room to 


incoming patients shortly after midnight, according to staff members.


A nursing supervisor at the hospital confirmed the closure. She did not know the exact number of people


who sought treatment Saturday night into Sunday or how many had an alcohol-related illness, but she 


said the patient total grew to an “excessive amount.” The nursing supervisor said the hospital’s 


emergency room can typically treat 20 to 25 people simultaneously. A hospital spokesperson could not 


be reached for comment Sunday.


UMass spokesman Edward Blaguszewski said the identity of those who became ill during the Mullins 


Center event was not known. He said he did not know whether they were University of Massachusetts 


students or which hospital treated them.


The Mullins Center does not serve alcohol, and the estimated 1,300 attendees were screened for alcohol 


and other prohibited items prior to entering the “Turn It Up Party,” he said. 


Police suspect the 12 who became sick, but are expected to recover, had drank alcohol before entering 


the event but did not begin to show signs of intoxication until later, said Blaguszewski.


Police reported no arrests or property damage at the event, he added.


The dance party, which was open to any college student who showed student identification, was part of 


the University’s “Blackout Weekend,” a campus tradition in which UMass students invite students from 


other colleges for various weekend sporting, food and music events. The name has no connection to the 


term “blackout,” which some use to describe alcohol-induced amnesia. 


UMass Amherst Police and town fire officials who responded with ambulances to aid the 12 intoxicated 


people were not immediately available to comment on the incident.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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12 hospitalized for severe intoxication at campus 
party, area hospital forced to close ER


By: Matt Rocheleau  | April 26, 2010 |  


A dozen people were hospitalized and treated for severe intoxication after becoming ill during an on-


campus dance party Saturday night into Sunday morning, according to campus officials.


Meanwhile, an influx of patients – which may have included the 12 intoxicated people treated after the 


campus party – forced Cooley Dickinson Hospital in Northampton to close its emergency room to 


incoming patients shortly after midnight, according to staff members.


A nursing supervisor at the hospital confirmed the closure. She did not know the exact number of people


who sought treatment Saturday night into Sunday or how many had an alcohol-related illness, but she 


said the patient total grew to an “excessive amount.” The nursing supervisor said the hospital’s 


emergency room can typically treat 20 to 25 people simultaneously. A hospital spokesperson could not 


be reached for comment Sunday.


UMass spokesman Edward Blaguszewski said the identity of those who became ill during the Mullins 


Center event was not known. He said he did not know whether they were University of Massachusetts 


students or which hospital treated them.


The Mullins Center does not serve alcohol, and the estimated 1,300 attendees were screened for alcohol 


and other prohibited items prior to entering the “Turn It Up Party,” he said. 


Police suspect the 12 who became sick, but are expected to recover, had drank alcohol before entering 


the event but did not begin to show signs of intoxication until later, said Blaguszewski.


Police reported no arrests or property damage at the event, he added.


The dance party, which was open to any college student who showed student identification, was part of 


the University’s “Blackout Weekend,” a campus tradition in which UMass students invite students from 


other colleges for various weekend sporting, food and music events. The name has no connection to the 


term “blackout,” which some use to describe alcohol-induced amnesia. 


UMass Amherst Police and town fire officials who responded with ambulances to aid the 12 intoxicated 


people were not immediately available to comment on the incident.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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Student conduct code review to consider minimum 
penalties for serious offenses, victim appeal process


By: Matt Rocheleau  | April 26, 2010 |  


A special commission, created in response to 


the University’s admission  that it did not 
properly sanction a student who allegedly 


confessed to an on-campus rape, will consider 


establishing minimum sanctions for serious 


offenses to the student conduct code and 


allowing for victims of a misconduct to appeal 


sanctions.


A 17-member committee co-chaired by 


Associate Chancellor Susan Pearson and 


Associate Vice Chancellor Center for Student 


Development Byron Bullock will review the 


entire Code of Student Conduct (CSC) for the 


first time since the mid-1990s and submit its recommendations to Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs 


and Campus Life Jean Kim by mid-November, according to information provided by University of 


Massachusetts spokesman Edward Blaguszewski.


Any recommended changes to the student conduct code would ultimately have to gain the Board of 


Trustees’ approval before their implementation. 


The committee comprised of seven students, six administrators and four professors formed on April 8 


with the official title of “Special Commission on Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Process.” 


It will “consider a single code that governs the behavior of all students, undergraduate and graduate 


students regardless of residency … [and] review University Housing & Dining Regulations.” 


The commission will review all sections of the “general procedures regarding disciplinary action” and 


will consider establishing minimum sanctions for the most serious “level 3” offenses, which include 


sexual assault, possessing weapons and distributing illicit substances. Members will also “consider 


including appeal rights and process for victims/survivors of a misconduct,” review regulations the 


code’s records and confidentiality section and review the roles and responsibility of student and 


professional residence life staff.


Committee members must “ensure maximum input and participation by students and staff groups (e.g., 


RAs, RDs, etc.) and relevant committees and departments (e.g., Student Affairs Judicial Issues 


Committee, SAJIC; Everywoman’s Center, etc.) in developing recommendations.” 


The members are: undergraduate students Kelleyanne Curley, Modesto Montero, Melissa Urban and Josh


Davidson, student and SGA President Elect Brandon Tower, student and GSS President Tiffany Yee, 


student and SGA Trustee Michael G. Fox, Assistant Professor of Educational Policy Research and 


Administration Benita Barnes, Assistant Professor of Microbiology Welmore Webley, Assistant Professor


of Communication Disorders Nate Whitmal, Legal Studies Lecturer Jerrold Levinsky, Director of 


Adminisstrative Services in the Graduate School Office Susan Chinman,  Director of Student Legal 


Service Office Chuck DiMare, Dean of the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences Bob Feldman, 


Associate Director for Residential Life Laura Giles, Director for Health and Wellness/BASICS Sally 


Linowski, and Ombuds Catherine Porter.


A male University of Massachusetts student confessed to raping a female friend and 2009 alum in the fall


and was mistakenly given a deferred suspension, according to an investigative report published in late 


February. University officials allowed the alleged offender to stay on campus, a move that now has 


administrators reexamining UMass’ sanctioning policies and procedures. 


The University has since said the accused 


student is no longer living on campus , but 
is still enrolled in classes. However, UMass 


declined to disclose when the student moved 


off campus, and if he did so on his own or if it


was the University’s decision, but has said the 


move is permanent.


The incident occurred in the early morning of 


October 16, the Friday during homecoming 


weekend, in North Apartments Building C, 


according to the New England Center for 


Investigative Reporting’s (NECIR) story 


published in The Boston Globe.


The victim reported the incident to the Dean of Students’ office the following month, said NECIR’s 


report; however, then Assistant Dean of Students Christina Willenbrock gave the accused student a 


deferred suspension – a decision UMass officials have since said was too lenient, and have called the 


situation regrettable.


Willenbrock, according to prior reports, did not properly report her decision to her superior, Dean Jo-


Anne T. Vanin, for approval, and gave the deferred suspension sanction – which notifies students that a 


subsequent violation of the University’s conduct code will result in suspension. 


She no longer works in the Dean of Students’ office  and instead is working for the school’s housing
office. Campus officials continue to refuse to confirm reports that Willenbrock handled the case and also


declined to disclose whether or not her relocation was the result of the alleged mishandling.


In early March, she reluctantly declined to comment  on her reported handling of the case to Collegian 
reporters who visited her South Hadley home.


“The University won’t let me speak about it,” said Willenbrock at the time. “I would love to tell you all 


my opinions and thoughts on the matter, but I really can’t.” 


UMass officials have thus far declined to comment on her statement, and Willenbrock has not been able 


to be reached since Collegian reporters spoke to her in early March.


Campus officials said the University cannot change or add to the sanctions already handed down through


the student judicial system because there is no appeal process allowed to any person other than the 


accused – a process the commission will consider changing. 


Kim said previously there was no one individual to blame for the mishandling. She said the blame instead 


goes to the set up of the administrative process, which University officials have since moved to correct 


by instituting a formal, written policy that mandates serious cases be reviewed by the Dean of Students 


before they are finalized.


For continued coverage on this story, visit DailyCollegian.com’s special page, “Breaking the Silence.” 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


On Oct. 16, a male student allegedly raped an ’09 female alum in the 


North Apartments Building C, according to the NECIR investigative 


piece reported in collaboration with other media outlets. (Nick 


Bush/Collegian)


At an emotional, one -hour discussion in early March, campus 


administrators were challenged with questions on how and why a student 


who reportedly confessed to raping a UMass alum last fall received “too 


light” of a punishment. (Hannah McGoldrick/Collegian)  
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Student conduct code review to consider minimum 
penalties for serious offenses, victim appeal process


By: Matt Rocheleau  | April 26, 2010 |  


A special commission, created in response to 


the University’s admission  that it did not 
properly sanction a student who allegedly 


confessed to an on-campus rape, will consider 


establishing minimum sanctions for serious 


offenses to the student conduct code and 


allowing for victims of a misconduct to appeal 


sanctions.


A 17-member committee co-chaired by 


Associate Chancellor Susan Pearson and 


Associate Vice Chancellor Center for Student 


Development Byron Bullock will review the 


entire Code of Student Conduct (CSC) for the 


first time since the mid-1990s and submit its recommendations to Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs 


and Campus Life Jean Kim by mid-November, according to information provided by University of 


Massachusetts spokesman Edward Blaguszewski.


Any recommended changes to the student conduct code would ultimately have to gain the Board of 


Trustees’ approval before their implementation. 


The committee comprised of seven students, six administrators and four professors formed on April 8 


with the official title of “Special Commission on Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Process.” 


It will “consider a single code that governs the behavior of all students, undergraduate and graduate 


students regardless of residency … [and] review University Housing & Dining Regulations.” 


The commission will review all sections of the “general procedures regarding disciplinary action” and 


will consider establishing minimum sanctions for the most serious “level 3” offenses, which include 


sexual assault, possessing weapons and distributing illicit substances. Members will also “consider 


including appeal rights and process for victims/survivors of a misconduct,” review regulations the 


code’s records and confidentiality section and review the roles and responsibility of student and 


professional residence life staff.


Committee members must “ensure maximum input and participation by students and staff groups (e.g., 


RAs, RDs, etc.) and relevant committees and departments (e.g., Student Affairs Judicial Issues 


Committee, SAJIC; Everywoman’s Center, etc.) in developing recommendations.” 


The members are: undergraduate students Kelleyanne Curley, Modesto Montero, Melissa Urban and Josh


Davidson, student and SGA President Elect Brandon Tower, student and GSS President Tiffany Yee, 


student and SGA Trustee Michael G. Fox, Assistant Professor of Educational Policy Research and 


Administration Benita Barnes, Assistant Professor of Microbiology Welmore Webley, Assistant Professor


of Communication Disorders Nate Whitmal, Legal Studies Lecturer Jerrold Levinsky, Director of 


Adminisstrative Services in the Graduate School Office Susan Chinman,  Director of Student Legal 


Service Office Chuck DiMare, Dean of the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences Bob Feldman, 


Associate Director for Residential Life Laura Giles, Director for Health and Wellness/BASICS Sally 


Linowski, and Ombuds Catherine Porter.


A male University of Massachusetts student confessed to raping a female friend and 2009 alum in the fall


and was mistakenly given a deferred suspension, according to an investigative report published in late 


February. University officials allowed the alleged offender to stay on campus, a move that now has 


administrators reexamining UMass’ sanctioning policies and procedures. 


The University has since said the accused 


student is no longer living on campus , but 
is still enrolled in classes. However, UMass 


declined to disclose when the student moved 


off campus, and if he did so on his own or if it


was the University’s decision, but has said the 


move is permanent.


The incident occurred in the early morning of 


October 16, the Friday during homecoming 


weekend, in North Apartments Building C, 


according to the New England Center for 


Investigative Reporting’s (NECIR) story 


published in The Boston Globe.


The victim reported the incident to the Dean of Students’ office the following month, said NECIR’s 


report; however, then Assistant Dean of Students Christina Willenbrock gave the accused student a 


deferred suspension – a decision UMass officials have since said was too lenient, and have called the 


situation regrettable.


Willenbrock, according to prior reports, did not properly report her decision to her superior, Dean Jo-


Anne T. Vanin, for approval, and gave the deferred suspension sanction – which notifies students that a 


subsequent violation of the University’s conduct code will result in suspension. 


She no longer works in the Dean of Students’ office  and instead is working for the school’s housing
office. Campus officials continue to refuse to confirm reports that Willenbrock handled the case and also


declined to disclose whether or not her relocation was the result of the alleged mishandling.


In early March, she reluctantly declined to comment  on her reported handling of the case to Collegian 
reporters who visited her South Hadley home.


“The University won’t let me speak about it,” said Willenbrock at the time. “I would love to tell you all 


my opinions and thoughts on the matter, but I really can’t.” 


UMass officials have thus far declined to comment on her statement, and Willenbrock has not been able 


to be reached since Collegian reporters spoke to her in early March.


Campus officials said the University cannot change or add to the sanctions already handed down through


the student judicial system because there is no appeal process allowed to any person other than the 


accused – a process the commission will consider changing. 


Kim said previously there was no one individual to blame for the mishandling. She said the blame instead 


goes to the set up of the administrative process, which University officials have since moved to correct 


by instituting a formal, written policy that mandates serious cases be reviewed by the Dean of Students 


before they are finalized.


For continued coverage on this story, visit DailyCollegian.com’s special page, “Breaking the Silence.” 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


On Oct. 16, a male student allegedly raped an ’09 female alum in the 


North Apartments Building C, according to the NECIR investigative 


piece reported in collaboration with other media outlets. (Nick 


Bush/Collegian)


At an emotional, one -hour discussion in early March, campus 


administrators were challenged with questions on how and why a student 


who reportedly confessed to raping a UMass alum last fall received “too 


light” of a punishment. (Hannah McGoldrick/Collegian)  
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penalties for serious offenses, victim appeal process


By: Matt Rocheleau  | April 26, 2010 |  


A special commission, created in response to 


the University’s admission  that it did not 
properly sanction a student who allegedly 


confessed to an on-campus rape, will consider 


establishing minimum sanctions for serious 


offenses to the student conduct code and 


allowing for victims of a misconduct to appeal 


sanctions.


A 17-member committee co-chaired by 


Associate Chancellor Susan Pearson and 


Associate Vice Chancellor Center for Student 


Development Byron Bullock will review the 


entire Code of Student Conduct (CSC) for the 


first time since the mid-1990s and submit its recommendations to Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs 


and Campus Life Jean Kim by mid-November, according to information provided by University of 


Massachusetts spokesman Edward Blaguszewski.


Any recommended changes to the student conduct code would ultimately have to gain the Board of 


Trustees’ approval before their implementation. 


The committee comprised of seven students, six administrators and four professors formed on April 8 


with the official title of “Special Commission on Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Process.” 


It will “consider a single code that governs the behavior of all students, undergraduate and graduate 


students regardless of residency … [and] review University Housing & Dining Regulations.” 


The commission will review all sections of the “general procedures regarding disciplinary action” and 


will consider establishing minimum sanctions for the most serious “level 3” offenses, which include 


sexual assault, possessing weapons and distributing illicit substances. Members will also “consider 


including appeal rights and process for victims/survivors of a misconduct,” review regulations the 


code’s records and confidentiality section and review the roles and responsibility of student and 


professional residence life staff.


Committee members must “ensure maximum input and participation by students and staff groups (e.g., 


RAs, RDs, etc.) and relevant committees and departments (e.g., Student Affairs Judicial Issues 


Committee, SAJIC; Everywoman’s Center, etc.) in developing recommendations.” 


The members are: undergraduate students Kelleyanne Curley, Modesto Montero, Melissa Urban and Josh


Davidson, student and SGA President Elect Brandon Tower, student and GSS President Tiffany Yee, 


student and SGA Trustee Michael G. Fox, Assistant Professor of Educational Policy Research and 


Administration Benita Barnes, Assistant Professor of Microbiology Welmore Webley, Assistant Professor


of Communication Disorders Nate Whitmal, Legal Studies Lecturer Jerrold Levinsky, Director of 


Adminisstrative Services in the Graduate School Office Susan Chinman,  Director of Student Legal 


Service Office Chuck DiMare, Dean of the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences Bob Feldman, 


Associate Director for Residential Life Laura Giles, Director for Health and Wellness/BASICS Sally 


Linowski, and Ombuds Catherine Porter.


A male University of Massachusetts student confessed to raping a female friend and 2009 alum in the fall


and was mistakenly given a deferred suspension, according to an investigative report published in late 


February. University officials allowed the alleged offender to stay on campus, a move that now has 


administrators reexamining UMass’ sanctioning policies and procedures. 


The University has since said the accused 


student is no longer living on campus , but 
is still enrolled in classes. However, UMass 


declined to disclose when the student moved 


off campus, and if he did so on his own or if it


was the University’s decision, but has said the 


move is permanent.


The incident occurred in the early morning of 


October 16, the Friday during homecoming 


weekend, in North Apartments Building C, 


according to the New England Center for 


Investigative Reporting’s (NECIR) story 


published in The Boston Globe.


The victim reported the incident to the Dean of Students’ office the following month, said NECIR’s 


report; however, then Assistant Dean of Students Christina Willenbrock gave the accused student a 


deferred suspension – a decision UMass officials have since said was too lenient, and have called the 


situation regrettable.


Willenbrock, according to prior reports, did not properly report her decision to her superior, Dean Jo-


Anne T. Vanin, for approval, and gave the deferred suspension sanction – which notifies students that a 


subsequent violation of the University’s conduct code will result in suspension. 


She no longer works in the Dean of Students’ office  and instead is working for the school’s housing
office. Campus officials continue to refuse to confirm reports that Willenbrock handled the case and also


declined to disclose whether or not her relocation was the result of the alleged mishandling.


In early March, she reluctantly declined to comment  on her reported handling of the case to Collegian 
reporters who visited her South Hadley home.


“The University won’t let me speak about it,” said Willenbrock at the time. “I would love to tell you all 


my opinions and thoughts on the matter, but I really can’t.” 


UMass officials have thus far declined to comment on her statement, and Willenbrock has not been able 


to be reached since Collegian reporters spoke to her in early March.


Campus officials said the University cannot change or add to the sanctions already handed down through


the student judicial system because there is no appeal process allowed to any person other than the 


accused – a process the commission will consider changing. 


Kim said previously there was no one individual to blame for the mishandling. She said the blame instead 


goes to the set up of the administrative process, which University officials have since moved to correct 


by instituting a formal, written policy that mandates serious cases be reviewed by the Dean of Students 


before they are finalized.


For continued coverage on this story, visit DailyCollegian.com’s special page, “Breaking the Silence.” 


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


On Oct. 16, a male student allegedly raped an ’09 female alum in the 


North Apartments Building C, according to the NECIR investigative 


piece reported in collaboration with other media outlets. (Nick 


Bush/Collegian)


At an emotional, one -hour discussion in early March, campus 


administrators were challenged with questions on how and why a student 


who reportedly confessed to raping a UMass alum last fall received “too 


light” of a punishment. (Hannah McGoldrick/Collegian)  
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Rape crisis center petitions for involvement in
conduct code review
By: Matt Rocheleau | April  30, 2010 | ShareThis


A campus rape crisis center is petitioning that a member of their staff be added to a special
commission which will review the student conduct code and present recommended changes to the code
by mid-November.


The 17-member commission, created in response to the University of Massachusetts’ admission that it
improperly sanctioned a student who allegedly confessed to an on-campus rape, will review the entire
Code of Student Conduct (CSC) for the first time since the mid-1990s.


The Everywoman’s Center (EWC), said it has contacted the commission’s administrative leader, Vice
Chancellor for Student Affairs and Campus Life Jean Kim, who told the center she would not add a
member of its staff to the committee, but has not given a clear reason why.


Kim did not return a call seeking comment yesterday.


“We have lots of ideas about how that code could be amended,” said EWC Training and Educational
Specialist Angela Bruns, 30.


Though the commission does include a student member from EWC, educator advocate Kelleyanne
Curley, the center is requesting that University administrators add a full-time EWC staff member and
expert.


“I feel it’s really essential to have someone with that expertise on the commission,” said Bruns, who
received a graduate degree from UMass and has worked for EWC for two years.


Without representation from an EWC staff member, Bruns said, “I’m afraid of [changes to the conduct
code regarding sexual assault offenses] getting lost in the shuffle.”


EWC staff created an online petition, Ipetitions.com/petition/endsexualviolence, which had 500
signatures – about halfway toward their goal – as of Thursday evening. The petition will stop accepting
signatures at the end of today and will be presented at an in-person meeting between EWC and Kim
next week.


The center, which provides sexual assault crisis counseling and various women’s studies programs to
on- and off-campus students and community residents, held a “Take Back the Night” rally earlier this
month and complied around 100 signatures – separate from the ones on the online petition – during the
event.


According to the petition, “[UMass’] current Code of Student Conduct concerning sexual assault is
inadequate and does nothing more than state that ‘Sexual assault or any other uninvited behavior of a
sexually explicit nature’ is a violation of the Code … [and] that a new sexual assault policy must be
written, and that the expertise of a staff person from Everywoman’s Center is essential to the
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construction of a sexual assault policy that meets the needs of students at UMass Amherst.”


To raise awareness of the petition, junior Nina Goodwin, a 20-year-old public health major and
educator advocate at EWC, created a Facebook group which had around 675 members as of last night.


“I think that what [UMass] is trying to do is great. But I don’t feel comfortable as a student and as a
woman to not have someone who is an expert in this [on the commission],” Goodwin said. “I’m glad
that [the issue of sexual assault] is staying fresh in people’s minds, but I’d like to see a lot more people
on campus taking action.”


Both Goodwin and Bruns expressed disappointment about the University’s response to its mishandling
of the alleged rape case, which made national headlines earlier this semester.


“It’s definitely frustrating, because I want to know that where I’m going to school is taking this
seriously,” said Goodwin. “I wish they’d say a little bit more. I don’t really feel like I know why
they’ve made some of the decisions they’ve made.”


“I think the Dean of Students office response to that was unfortunate, because I want to see
perpetrators of sexual assault held accountable,” Bruns added. “I feel for them … There are certainly
more things I’d like info about, but I understand there are boundaries.”


For continued coverage on this story, visit DailyCollegian.com’s special page, “Breaking the Silence.”


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.
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Ed says:
May 3, 2010 at 7:18 am


““[UMass’] current Code of Student Conduct concerning sexual assault is inadequate and


does nothing more than state that ‘Sexual assault or any other uninvited behavior of a sexually explicit


nature’ is a violation of the Code…”


Exactly what more would they like to have? The existing code is broad enough to cover almost anything


– and is often used as such.


FIRE already has UMass on the “Red Light” list, wanna see if we can get onto the super-special “Red


Alert” list?
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Google: UMass discontinuing Google Apps service
potentially unprecedented
By: Matt Rocheleau | May 11, 2010 | ShareThis


It’s not often to hear Google has failed at anything, but according to the Office of Information
Technology (OIT), the Google Apps service offered at the beginning of the school year has failed to
catch on with students.


University of Massachusetts officials sent a campus-wide e-mail in early April announcing
undergraduate students can no longer sign up for Google Apps and that the service will eventually be
phased out completely – an exceedingly rare and potentially unprecedented move, according to Google.


The reason for discontinuing Google Apps, according to OIT, is the low adoption and usage rates
among undergraduate students since the service was introduced in September 2009. In the eight months
since Google Apps became available on campus, around 7 percent of the University’s 20,000
undergrads have switched from the traditional University-provided e-mail service, UMail, to Google
Apps, and “only a small number” of that 7 percent log in frequently, OIT said in the e-mail.


Google Apps is a customized, advertisement-free version of Google’s popular online tools – such as its
e-mail, document, calendar and chat interfaces – designed especially for educational institutions. The
number of colleges and universities offering the service – free for institutions and individual users alike
– is well into the thousands and continuing to grow, said Business Development Manager of Google
Apps for Education, Jeff Keltner. Over 7 million students of all ages use the service, according to
Google, as it typically offers various advantages to using similar, school-owned services.


“We’re certainly disappointed. We have not seen low adoption very often,” Keltner said. “It’s
exceedingly unusual for us; we really haven’t seen it very much here at Google.”


Keltner declined to speculate on reasons why the service may have failed to catch on at UMass, “but
it’s certainly a very interesting question,” he said. In his three and a half years working in the
company’s Google Apps for Education division, he said he has never seen a school phase out the
service.


Last spring when the University first announced plans to offer Google Apps, it hoped the service
would allow not only students to connect with one another more easily, but also allow staff, faculty,
and other campus community members to be able to interact through the Google platform, according to
campus spokesman Ed Blaguszewski.


However, “legitimate concerns over security” arose as UMass continued to explore the service and
shortly before opening Google Apps to undergrads, the University decided not to offer it to faculty or
staff as it had originally planned. Because faculty and staff are state employees and at times use e-mail
to send confidential information, they must follow state and federal security standards when
communicating via electronic or other means, Blaguszewski said.
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He added that Google could not assure UMass that communication transmitted via Google Apps would
be sent only within the US or that communication data would only be stored on US-based servers.


However, Google said most schools feel the service’s security is at lease adequate, if not excellent, and
such security concerns rarely stop institutions from adopting the service.


“[Security] is certainly a topic of discussion with every school we talk to, and rightfully so,” Keltner
said. “It’s been a concern, but one we’ve been able to address.”


He added that Google often offers a more secure online communication solution than most institutions
use.


Though Google Apps is free for UMass to use and distribute to students, OIT staff are needed to
maintain the system, and the time OIT puts in to upkeep the system currently outweighs the benefit of
letting the service stick around, said Blaguszewski.


Keltner countered that though “some degree of administration is needed [for schools to maintain
Google Apps], it’s usually not substantial,” and often requires less attention than similar services
created and operated by a school’s technology staff, such as UMail.


When asked if OIT should have done more to advertise the launch of Google Apps at UMass,
Blaguszewski said, “We did give it a try, but overtime it became apparent that given the limited scope
of how we could participate, and the small number of students using it,” the University felt it was best
to discontinue the service.


When the plan to adopt Google Apps at UMass was announced in May 2009, the University touted the
move as a way to save money, resources and space.


As of the fall, students’ UMail accounts provided 30 megabytes of e-mail storage, while Gmail allows
for up to seven gigabytes, which Google increases for all its users over time. With 1,024 megabytes in
one gigabyte, that gives students about 239 times more capacity to save e-mails. (UMail has since been
upgraded to around half of one gigabyte.)


Additionally, for those who switched to Google Apps from UMail, their @student.umass.edu address
remained the same.


Last spring, OIT anticipated the Google Apps system would allow the IT staff to refocus their time,
attention and resources on other projects instead of expanding and maintaining the UMail system, said
OIT’s Web Communications Manager Kerry Shaw.


“We decided upon Gmail and Google Apps after a study of options for an e-mail system to help us
meet our rapidly growing needs and students’ expectations,” he said in a University statement last
May. “Google Apps stood out because it offers cutting-edge technology and a high level of service.”


It remains unclear how much longer the Google Apps service will be available to those who signed up
prior to the April 7 announcement that the service will be discontinued.


“OIT will continue to monitor usage and discontinue Google Apps when usage is so low that it makes
support of this service unmanageable,” said the OIT e-mail. “[Current users] can continue to access
and use Google Apps. There are, however, steps you can take to transition away from Google Apps
before OIT discontinues it.


Those steps can be found here, http://www.oit.umass.edu/google/phaseout/migrate.html.


Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mrochele@dailycollegian.com.


One Response to “Google: UMass discontinuing
Google Apps service potentially unprecedented”


Evan Shelhamer says:
May 11, 2010 at 7:25 pm


I believe there’s a simple reason for this: UMail is such a mess that almost everyone already
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forwards their student address to another personal account like GMail. With forwarding in place, no one


has a strong reason to switch service. I would have liked to see UMass migrate everyone over starting


with incoming freshman so everyone could take advantage of the whole Google Apps suite.
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