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Harvard hoax: Adam Wheeler case points
to rise of student fraud
Student Adam Wheeler is accused of masterminding a Harvard hoax, using fake
documents to get into the university and secure financial aid. Student fraud is an
growing problem, experts say.


By Matt Rocheleau,  Contributor / May 19, 2010


Boston


Little can be done to stop the ploys like the Harvard hoax, in which student Adam Wheeler
allegedly lied his way into the elite Ivy-league school and landed $45,000 in financial aid and
scholarships, according to a national college admissions expert.


As hinted at by the case at Harvard, student fraud, in
which candidates for admission embellish their past,
are increasing. This is partly because of the pressure to
gain admission and partly because some of the most


selective colleges are leaning toward less verifiable information when deciding whom to accept.


Generally, official academic transcripts and test scores are highly reliable, though the allegations
against Mr. Wheeler suggest they are not foolproof. He is accused of using fraudulent transcripts
and forged recommendation letters.
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Adam Wheeler of Milton, Del.,
appears at his arraignment in
Woburn, Mass., Tuesday, where he
pleaded not guilty to charges that he
used forged documents and
plagiarism in a Harvard hoax, faking
his way into Harvard and duping the
school out of $45,000 in financial aid,
grants, and scholarships through
student fraud.


Josh Reynolds/AP


Gulf oil spill: 'top kill'
could be last best chance
to stop leak
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Typically, student fraud more commonly involves subjective data such as fluency in foreign
languages, work experience, or extracurricular activities, which are receiving more weight in an
effort to find distinguishing characteristics among uniformly excellent candidates.


“The more you step away from the more mechanical, highly-verifiable kinds of admissions rubrics
to the more holistic ones, the more difficult verification gets,” says Barmak Nassirian, associate
executive director for the American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers
(AACRAO).


“As selectivity goes up, the rational basis for saying ‘yes’ to one student and ‘no’ to another moves
away from the easy, slam-dunk stuff toward the tie-breakers,” he adds.


Fraud on the rise


Intentionally or not, it’s not infrequent for students to submit descriptions of themselves that stretch
the truth or essays that are not entirely their own work, says Mr. Nassirian.


Though he does not has statistics, anecdotal information suggests that the number of such
deceitful acts – something that was relatively unheard of in higher education two decades ago – is
rising, he adds.


“As the economic value of higher education has taken center stage in people’s minds, we are
seeing more often people trying to get ahead by whatever means necessary,” Nassirian says.


The consequences can be severe as schools reserve the right to expel students or strip degrees
from alumni.


But it is a risk that some student feel is worth it, knowing the vast number of applications that
universities must sift through.


"When you think about the application process, the number of data elements is so huge, even at
the smallest of colleges, that independently verifying all of the applications would be incredibly
expensive," Nassarian says.


The case against Wheeler


What has been so eye-catching about the charges against Wheeler is that they suggest Wheeler
allegedly chose the “hardest” route to get his foot in Harvard’s door – forging official documents.


Wheeler pleaded not guilty in a Massachusetts district court Tuesday to 20 counts of larceny,
identity fraud, falsifying an endorsement, and pretending to hold a degree.


What prosecutors say Wheeler did, “would normally be picked up,” by college admissions officials,
according to Nassirian, and how Harvard potentially missed those red flags is concerning.


Harvard officials had no comment on the matter when reached Tuesday.


Likewise, Kathleen Fineout Steinberg, communications director of The College Board, which
administers and maintains SAT records of the SATs, declined to comment on Wheeler’s case.


But she wrote in an e-mail: “The College Board has rigorous security measures in place to
guarantee the authenticity of the Official SAT Score Reports it sends to colleges, but we do not
guarantee the authenticity of SAT score reports provided to colleges by third parties.”
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Texas memorial planned for fallen soldiers
of Iraq, Afghanistan wars
A foundation is raising money to build a memorial to fallen soldiers of the war on
terrorism, including the Iraq and Afghanistan wars. It's planned for rural Texas, but
some say it should be in Washington.


By Matt Rocheleau,  Contributor / May 27, 2010


For many Americans, Memorial Day weekend will include visits to the national war memorials in
the nation’s capital.


But a new memorial honoring fallen soldiers of the Iraq,
Afghanistan, and Gulf wars is being planned as well –
not in Washington, but in rural Texas.


Based in Mansfield, Texas, the United States Fallen
Heroes Foundation (USFHF) hopes to build the 14-


acre memorial in open farmland off Interstate 20 in the small, rural city of Kennedale, Texas.


Why not Washington? A lack of federally owned or private land in a city already crowded with
monuments and memorials, say organizers.


Texas’s two US senators, Republicans John Cornyn and Kay Bailey Hutchison, support the
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memorial’s construction in the Lone Star State, said the foundation’s campaign publicist Amanda
LaPlante, and they plan to seek congressional approval for its national recognition on the
foundation’s behalf.


But Jan Scruggs, the Vietnam vet who 30 years ago persuaded Congress to build the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial on the National Mall near the Lincoln Memorial, says the group shouldn’t give
up on Washington as a site for the new memorial.


“Land is free in Washington, D.C., but you have to do something first, and that is persuade
Congress to get federal land,” says Mr. Scruggs. “It’s not heavy lifting to get authorized to do this.”


Gaining congressional approval for federal land in the District of Columbia took seven months,
says Scruggs, and although the capital city is “running out of room for monuments” and rules for
building them may be more complicated today, “the legitimacy of a national memorial is important.”


“In my personal opinion, there should be a monument of significance to the people who have
served in the war on terror dating back to Lebanon,” adds Scruggs, referring to the 1983 bombing
of the US Marine barracks in Beirut that killed 241 American servicemen. “And, it should be
somewhere at or near the nation’s capital.”


For their part, promoters say having the new monument far from Washington will make it more
accessible and more affordable for many visitors. The site is about 30 miles from Dallas/Fort
Worth International Airport.


Asked about opposition to building a national war memorial so far from Washington, Ms. LaPlante
said, “I expect it, but I haven’t seen it yet.”


"People seem very excited to have it here as opposed to in D.C.," she added. "People become
overwhelmed by the sheer number of monuments there are to see in D.C., and flustered when
trying to decide which monument to visit while they are in town."


The “Fallen Heroes Memorial” design will include a plaque with a photo of each service member
killed in the three wars – 5,859 so far – as well as those who died in the Fort Hood shooting or in
other incidents related to the war on terror. Specific design ideas may be submitted until Sept. 11.
The winning design will be announced Nov. 11 (Veterans Day).


“If there is a family that feels their soldier should be honored as well, they can petition to be
included,” says LaPlante, adding that the foundation is open to adding plaques for soldiers who
died in related conflicts or incidents between 1988 and the present because the current conflict
involving terrorism is “difficult to define.”


Soldiers’ next of kin will choose the photos, and the foundation has connected with nearly 1,300
families thus far. Of the estimated $12 million to $15 million cost, about $1.7 million has been
raised so far from individuals and businesses.


The foundation expects the memorial site, set in a city of 7,100, to attract as many as 5 million
visitors annually to the nearby Arlington and Dallas/Fort-Worth areas.


Donations can be made online, at http://www.fallenheroesfoundation.com/, or mailed to United
States Fallen Heroes Foundation, 4424 Shady Elm Drive, Mansfield, TX 76063.
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By Matt Rocheleau,  Correspondent / June 2, 2010


Boston


Anyone born on American soil is an American.


That’s an unconditional right, according to the 14th


Amendment of the US Constitution.


It’s not an exclusively American practice. Worldwide,
about 30 nations (mostly in the Western Hemisphere)
have similar birthright citizenship policy. Citizenship
based on where a person is born, is called jus soli


which is Latin for “right of the soil."
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an ancestor who is a citizen.


A bill making its way through Congress, if passed, would bring the US more into line with current
European birthright policies. But in the wake of the controversy over Arizona's new immigration
policy, any changes to the 14th amendment would likely become another flashpoint in the debate
over illegal immigrants.


"Many countries do not grant birthright citizenship because they have older histories and see
themselves as individual nations with individual identities," explains John Skrentny, Director of the
Center for Comparative Immigration Studies and sociology professor at the University of California
at San Diego. “Whereas the United States, like many other countries in the Western Hemisphere,
began as, and has always seen itself as, a melting pot,” he says.


In recent years, other nations, even if they seem themselves as open to legal immigrants, have
taken steps limit the size of any demographic boost based on births to foreigners.


In 1983, for example, England amended its jus soli policy (pdf download) so that children born in
the United Kingdom were only granted citizenship if one of their parents was either a citizen or
could prove some sort of permanent residency in the country.


And India moved away (pdf download) from granting birthright citizenship in late 2004 to only
allowing those born in the country to gain citizenship if both parents are citizens or if one parent is
a citizen of India and the other is not an illegal immigrant.


In the US, those opposed to this form of granting citizenship would like to revise the 14th


amendment, which says, in part:


All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction
thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside ….


The14th amendment was passed after the Civil War with the intent of clarifying that former slaves
were citizens and entitled to Constitutional rights. Since then, the Supreme Court has consistently
upheld that birthright of children born to foreigners in the US, including a 1898 challenge
concerning children of non-citizen Chinese immigrants.


How many children of illegal immigrants are born in the US each year?


No one really knows.
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Felipe Calderon calls Arizona immigration
law racial profiling


Arizona immigration law prompts Mexico
to extend repatriation aid program


OPINION: Why Arizona's new immigration
law makes sense


Will US revoke the right of American
citizenship to foreigners born here?
A bill in the House of Representatives would change the 14th amendment to the US
Constitution that grants anyone who is born on US soil the right of American
citizenship. Efforts to revoke birthright citizenship could make it the new flashpoint in
the debate over immigration.


(Page 2 of 2)


But in April, the Pew Hispanic Center, a Washington-based, nonpartisan organization, released a
report (pdf download) that estimated the number of children of illegal immigrants, who received
citizenship by birth on U.S. soil, has risen by nearly 50 percent from 2.7 million in 2003 to 4 million
in 2008. One-third of those children live in poverty, which is nearly double the poverty rate for
children of US-born parents.


According to the “Birthright Citizenship Act” bill, which
has 91 cosponsors, the proposed changes would affect
the Fourteenth Amendment and only grant citizenship
“if the person is born in the United States of parents,
one of whom is:”


a citizen or national of the United States;


an alien lawfully admitted for permanent residence in the United States whose residence is in
the United States; or


an alien performing active service in the armed forces (as defined in section 101 of title 10,
United States Code).”


But getting such changes through both houses of Congress is a long shot.


“I’d be surprised,” if the bill passes, says Tamar Jacoby, president of ImmigrationWorks USA, a
national employer group that supports immigration reform that secures borders, strengthens
workplace laws, and brings the immigrants already in the country into, and paying into, the system.
“This does come up every so often … but it hasn’t gotten much traction in the past,”


However, some immigration reform advocates argue that federal courts have never specifically
faced the question of whether children born to illegal immigrant parents should be granted
citizenship, according to a recent NPR article.
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Legislation aimed to prevent citizenship from being given to U.S.-born children of unauthorized
immigrant parents is also being pushed at the state level in Texas and Oklahoma.


A list of countries, by population, that grant birthright citizenship:


United States


Brazil


Pakistan


Mexico


Colombia


Argentina


Canada


Peru


Venezuela


Malaysia


Chile


Ecuador


Guatemala


Dominican Republic


Bolivia


Honduras


Paraguay


El Salvador


Nicaragua


Panama


Uruguay


Jamaica


Lesotho


Trinidad and Tobago


Fiji


Guyana


Belize


Barbados


Saint Lucia


Saint Vincent and the Grenadines


Grenada


Antigua and Barbuda


Dominica


Saint Christopher and Nevis
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In headlines and among the public, the environmental disaster in the Gulf of Mexico typically is
referred to as “the BP oil spill.”


But, the oil giant will not be the only company facing
legal battles, and it may not be the sole entity found
responsible. So, why is BP taking all the heat for what
has become the largest offshore oil spill in US history?
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“I think they had no choice because it was their well,” says Peter Henning, a former Justice
Department prosecutor now at Wayne State University Law School. “One of the big oil companies
always takes the heat.”


Though Mr. Henning said BP likely will be taking most of the blame, it was not the only company
working on the Deepwater Horizon oil rig when it exploded on April 20, killed 11 crew members
and flooding the Gulf with oil.


Among the other companies working on the rig at the time were rig owner Transocean Ltd. and
sub-contractors Halliburton Co., Weatherford International Ltd., and M-I SWACO.


Justice Department criminal probe


US Attorney General Eric Holder announced last week that the Justice Department has opened a
criminal investigation focusing on BP as well as on Transocean and on Halliburton, which was
doing work to cement the well 20 hours prior to when the spill began.


There are sure to be private and government lawsuits against all companies involved as well, says
Zygmunt Plater, a Boston College law professor who chaired the legal research task force for the
Exxon Valdez oil spill of 1989, until now the largest offshore spill in US history.


The Oil Pollution Act (OPA) of 1990, which the Exxon Valdez task force helped shape, essentially
focuses the responsibility on one party for the sake of simplicity, says Mr. Plater. In this case BP is
that party. However BP can and almost certainly will sue for contributions from other companies
that may have been at all responsible for the spill.


However, Henning pointed out in a recent New York Times column that Transocean has an
indemnification provision that may leave BP responsible for paying the cost of cleanup and
recovery no matter what. Halliburton said in a recent call to investors that like Transocean they are
legally indemnified from responsibility through their contract with BP.
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Gulf oil spill: Why is it  so hard to stop?


BP takes Gulf oil spill heat, but what about
other companies?
BP accepts responsibility for the massive Gulf oil spill, making it a lightning rod for
public rebuke. But other companies, including Transocean and Halliburton, may be
legally liable, too.


(Page 2 of 2)


“It will be the contract law fight of all contract law fights,” Henning said.


While legal judgments are yet to be determined, says
Plater, “My guess is there will be a lot of pointing of
fingers.”


The blame game has already begun.


Officials from BP, Transocean, and Halliburton testified
before Congress on May 11. Three days later,
President Obama called those hearings a “ridiculous
spectacle.”


“You had executives of BP and Transocean and Halliburton falling over each other to point the
finger of blame at somebody else,” said Mr. Obama in a May 14 speech.


Henning and Plater each say they’re not surprised that the other companies are keeping a low
profile for the time being, letting BP become the face of the Gulf spill.


'A gathering storm of litigation'


“Their first reaction, of course, is self defense,” Plater said. “I’m sure they’re delighted BP is in the
crosshairs, but they also know there is a gathering storm of litigation on the way.”


Additionally, “they’re not going to be able to duck [public scrutiny],” he said. “It’s just postponed.…
It will be a top story for months, if not longer.”


According to BP spokeswoman Heidi Feick, the question of other companies stepping forward has
not been discussed at BP. Their focus is on ending the spill and cleaning it up, she said.
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During its congressional testimony last month, Halliburton said it accepts no blame for the spill.
That's Transocean's position as well, according to a spokesman.


Inevitably, Henning said “BP will happily name everyone who was involved,” but in the meantime,
BP will likely continue to act as a magnet for the blame, because continuing to point fingers before
the oil stops flowing and cleanup is further along would damage BP’s already-sullied image.


“The court of public opinion isn’t fair; the media is not fair,” he said, adding that BP was the most
recognizable name and easiest to blame immediately after the disaster began. “But whether it’s
fair or not, [BP] will have to live with it.”


The blame will be sorted out through litigation, Henning said, but it will be a drawn out process
likely lasting a decade or more.


Related:


What BP needs to do to salvage its oil-drenched image


Gulf oil spill: Why is it so hard to stop?
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to capture more oil


Oval Office speech: Obama's 'take charge'
moment in Gulf oil spill


BP cleanup: Are other firms in Gulf oil spill
blame game helping?
BP is leading the Gulf oil spill cleanup because it has a majority share in the well.
Other companies connected to the Deepwater Horizon operation are helping, but not
at their own expense – yet.


By Matt Rocheleau,  Contributor / June 15, 2010


BP has squarely taken the blame and the responsibility for the Gulf oil spill. But other companies
were working on the Deepwater Horizon rig at the time the April 20 accident and could be held at
least partly at fault in the future.


These companies have various degrees of participation
in the cleanup – ranging from none at all to crucial
roles in trying to contain the oil and drill relief wells. Yet
none are contributing at their own expense, with
several continuing to be paid by BP for contract work.


At this early stage, that is all by design. “Generally,
whoever’s oil it is, is the responsible party,” says Coast
Guard Lt. Cmdr. Chris O’Neil. “By law, there is a single
party responsible,” for the cleanup, at least for the time
being.
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The Discoverer Enterprise, seen here
burning off natural gas Monday, is
currently collecting about 630,000
gallons of oil  a day from the leaking
well that is causing the Gulf oil  spill.
The ship is owned by Transocean,
one of BP's contractors.


Eric Gay/AP


Lawmakers slam Big Oil
executives on spill
preparedness


Search



http://www.csmonitor.com/World

http://www.csmonitor.com/World

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA

http://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary

http://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary

http://www.csmonitor.com/Money

http://www.csmonitor.com/Money

http://www.csmonitor.com/Environment

http://www.csmonitor.com/Environment

http://www.csmonitor.com/Innovation

http://www.csmonitor.com/Innovation

http://www.csmonitor.com/Science

http://www.csmonitor.com/Science

http://www.csmonitor.com/The-Culture

http://www.csmonitor.com/The-Culture

http://www.csmonitor.com/Books

http://www.csmonitor.com/Books

http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Subscriptions

http://links.mkt1259.com/servlet/SignUpForm?f=227712

http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Subscriptions/RSS

http://www.csmonitor.com/CSM-Photo-Galleries/In-Pictures/Sticky-mess-The-Gulf-oil-spill-s-impact-on-nature

http://www.csmonitor.com/CSM-Photo-Galleries/In-Pictures/Sticky-mess-The-Gulf-oil-spill-s-impact-on-nature

http://www.csmonitor.com/CSM-Photo-Galleries/In-Pictures/Sticky-mess-The-Gulf-oil-spill-s-impact-on-nature

http://www.csmonitor.com/CSM-Photo-Galleries/In-Pictures/Sticky-mess-The-Gulf-oil-spill-s-impact-on-nature

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0609/BP-takes-Gulf-oil-spill-heat-but-what-about-other-companies

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0609/BP-takes-Gulf-oil-spill-heat-but-what-about-other-companies

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0614/Gulf-oil-spill-BP-worried-about-its-own-bid-to-capture-more-oil

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0614/Gulf-oil-spill-BP-worried-about-its-own-bid-to-capture-more-oil

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2010/0615/Oval-Office-speech-Obama-s-take-charge-moment-in-Gulf-oil-spill

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2010/0615/Oval-Office-speech-Obama-s-take-charge-moment-in-Gulf-oil-spill

http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Contact-Us-Feedback

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0609/BP-takes-Gulf-oil-spill-heat-but-what-about-other-companies

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0606/Gulf-oil-spill-breakthrough-Cap-collecting-majority-of-oil

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0530/BP-oil-spill-top-kill-failure-means-well-may-gush-until-August

http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Contact/Feedback/About-these-Ads

https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=CSX&cds_page_id=67239&cds_response_key=I0CCSXRED

http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-South-Central/2010/0615/Gary-Brooks-Faulkner-American-ninja-hunting-Osama-bin-Laden

http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-South-Central/2010/0615/Gary-Brooks-Faulkner-American-ninja-hunting-Osama-bin-Laden

http://www.csmonitor.com/From-the-news-wires/2010/0615/Gigantic-62-foot-Jesus-statue-struck-by-lightning-destroyed-VIDEO

http://www.csmonitor.com/From-the-news-wires/2010/0615/Gigantic-62-foot-Jesus-statue-struck-by-lightning-destroyed-VIDEO

http://www.csmonitor.com/From-the-news-wires/2010/0613/Joran-Van-der-Sloot-How-he-s-spent-the-past-five-years

http://www.csmonitor.com/From-the-news-wires/2010/0613/Joran-Van-der-Sloot-How-he-s-spent-the-past-five-years

http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Africa/2010/0615/World-Cup-stadiums-What-s-with-all-the-empty-seats

http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Africa/2010/0615/World-Cup-stadiums-What-s-with-all-the-empty-seats

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2010/0615/Oval-Office-speech-Obama-s-take-charge-moment-in-Gulf-oil-spill

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2010/0615/Oval-Office-speech-Obama-s-take-charge-moment-in-Gulf-oil-spill

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0615/Southern-California-earthquakes-deemed-April-aftershocks

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0615/Southern-California-earthquakes-deemed-April-aftershocks

http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2010/0615/After-Israel-s-Gaza-flotilla-raid-is-Turkey-rejecting-Europe

http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2010/0615/After-Israel-s-Gaza-flotilla-raid-is-Turkey-rejecting-Europe

http://www.csmonitor.com/From-the-news-wires/2010/0615/Charlie-Sheen-s-cars-keep-falling-off-of-cliffs

http://www.csmonitor.com/From-the-news-wires/2010/0615/California-earthquake-5.7-earthquake-rattles-US-Mexico-border-Monday-night

http://www.csmonitor.com/From-the-news-wires/2010/0615/California-earthquake-5.7-earthquake-rattles-US-Mexico-border-Monday-night

http://www.csmonitor.com/World

http://www.csmonitor.com/World

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA

http://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary

http://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary

http://www.csmonitor.com/Money

http://www.csmonitor.com/

http://www.csmonitor.com/About/The-Monitor-difference

http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Subscriptions

http://www.csmonitor.com/relocation

http://www.csmonitor.com/

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA

http://www.csmonitor.com/

http://www.csmonitor.com/About/The-Monitor-difference

http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Subscriptions

http://www.csmonitor.com/relocation

http://www.csmonitor.com/



http://www.csmonitor.com/

http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Contact/Feedback/About-these-Ads

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA

http://www.csmonitor.com/layout/set/print/content/view/print/308095

javascript:RightslinkPopUp();

http://rss.csmonitor.com/feeds/usa

http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?href=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.csmonitor.com%252FUSA%252F2010%252F0615%252FBP-cleanup-Are-other-firms-in-Gulf-oil-spill-blame-game-helping&layout=standard&show_faces=false&width=400&action=like&font=arial&colorscheme=light&height=25?AcrobatWebCapTID2#

http://www.csmonitor.com/var/ezflow_site/storage/images/media/images/0615-transocean-discoverer-enterprise.jpg/8131020-1-eng-US/0615-Transocean-Discoverer-Enterprise.jpg_full_600.jpg

http://www.csmonitor.com/var/ezflow_site/storage/images/media/images/0615-transocean-discoverer-enterprise.jpg/8131020-1-eng-US/0615-Transocean-Discoverer-Enterprise.jpg_full_600.jpg

http://www.csmonitor.com/var/ezflow_site/storage/images/media/images/0615-transocean-discoverer-enterprise.jpg/8131020-1-eng-US/0615-Transocean-Discoverer-Enterprise.jpg_full_600.jpg

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0615/Lawmakers-slam-Big-Oil-executives-on-spill-preparedness

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0615/Lawmakers-slam-Big-Oil-executives-on-spill-preparedness

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0615/Lawmakers-slam-Big-Oil-executives-on-spill-preparedness

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0615/Lawmakers-slam-Big-Oil-executives-on-spill-preparedness





BP cleanup: Are other firms in Gulf oil spill blame game helping? - CSMonitor.com


http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0615/BP-cleanup-Are-other-firms-in-Gulf-oil-spill-blame-game-helping[6/15/2010 5:59:39 PM]


Blog: Gulf Oil spill: What to do about BP?
Would a boycott be productive?


IN PICTURES: The Gulf oil spill's impact on
nature


For simplicity, the Oil Pollution Act (OPA) of 1990 focuses responsibility on one party – in this
case, London-based BP, which had a majority 65 percent share in the well.


In the long term, BP’s contractors could be found liable for elements of the accident and have to
pay for it. Along with BP, two companies potentially at fault – Transocean Ltd. and Halliburton Co.
– are the focus of a federal investigation into who caused the spill. Moreover, the OPA gives BP
the option to sue for contributions from others who may have been involved with the spill.


But that would all be decided in litigation that could stretch out over a decade.


For now, the companies have let the OPA be their guide and neither is contributing its own time or
money to the cleanup freely.


Rep. Edward Markey (D) of Massachusetts sent a letter on May 21 to executives at BP,
Transocean, and Halliburton asking that they establish and fund an initiative to have independent
scientists research new methods to clean up oil spills and monitor the Gulf oil spill’s ecological
impact.


Three days later, BP pledged $500 million to the fund. The following week, Halliburton replied with
a letter denying that it bears any responsibility and declined to contribute. Transocean has still not
made a decision according to company spokesman Guy Cantrell.


Meanwhile, some of the firms continue to work for BP as contractors in the cleanup. That’s typical,
experts say.


“It’s not unusual to have potential liability here, but to also be under contract to help with the
response at the same time,” says offshore drilling consultant and engineer Kenneth Arnold, a 40-
year veteran of the oil industry.


BP is simply trying to assemble the best team possible, says Hugh Gorman, a professor of
environmental policy and history at Michigan Technological University.


“The expertise is spread out through different companies, and I suspect it’s a matter of just finding
the best experts,” says Professor Gorman, author of “Redefining Efficiency: Pollution Control,
Regulatory Mechanisms, and Technological Change in the US Petroleum Industry.”


Because BP does not own equipment or personnel trained in cleaning oil spills, all of that work
must contracted out by BP, says Robert Gramling, author of “Oil on the Edge: Offshore
Development, Conflict, Gridlock.”


“I don’t think any of the other [potentially liable] companies want to touch this thing," he says.
"They’re running scared … [but] there really isn’t anything more that they can do.”


Related:


BP takes Gulf oil spill heat, but what about other companies?


Gulf oil spill: BP worried about its own bid to capture more oil


Oval Office speech: Obama's 'take charge' moment in Gulf oil spill


IN PICTURES: The Gulf oil spill's impact on nature


Readers weigh in: Gulf Oil spill: What to do about BP? Would a boycott be
productive?
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What BP's partners are doing in Gulf oil
spill cleanup
Aside from BP, several companies connected to the Deepwater Horizon rig could be
found liable for the Gulf oil spill. Here's what they're doing to help with cleanup.


By Matt Rocheleau,  Contributor / June 15, 2010


BP has taken responsibility for the Gulf oil spill and is leading the cleanup effort. But a
kaleidoscope of different companies was working on the Deepwater Horizon rig when it exploded
April 20 and could be held legally at fault in the future.


What role are they playing in the cleanup?


Here is a look at what they are doing:


RELATED: Should other firms in Gulf oil spill
blame game be helping BP?


Transocean


Transocean, which is based in Switzerland, owned the Deepwater Horizon oil rig. Transocean has
three ships, the Discoverer Enterprise and Development Driller II and III, which, according to fleet
update reports on the company’s website, are charging a combined $1.5 million per day to BP to
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around the Development Driller II,
which is drilling a relief well to try to
plug the source of the Gulf oil  spill.
The rig is owned by Transocean,
which also owned the Deepwater
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Gerald Herbert/AP
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assist with spill-stopping efforts.


The Discoverer Enterprise is currently collecting about 630,000 gallons of oil a day from the well.
The Development Drillers II and III are drilling the relief wells thought to be the only means of
permanently plugging the well.


The three vessels were all under contract with BP prior to the Deepwater Horizon’s rig explosion,
says company spokesman Guy Cantrell, who adds that he does not believe the terms of those
contracts have changed since.


Transocean also has around 600 employees both on and offshore who are involved in ending the
spill, he says, but declined to say if BP would also be responsible for compensating those
employees.


Halliburton


Halliburton was working on cementing the Deepwater Horizon’s oil well about 20 hours prior to the
accident.


Since the blowout, the company has provided services including “intervention support to help
secure the damaged well and planning and services associated with drilling relief well operations,"
said President of Global Business Lines Timothy Probert in congressional testimony May 11.


Halliburton has deployed “survey-management experts to assist in planning the path of the relief
wells,” he said. In addition, the company is collaborating on “an effort to develop an integrated
ranging system to expedite the intersection of the original well,” added Mr. Probert in the
testimony.


Halliburton and BP both declined to say whether Halliburton’s work to stop the spill was under
contract with BP. Halliburton spokeswoman Teresa Wong also declined to say how many
Halliburton employees or how much of the company’s equipment may be being used in stopping
the ongoing Gulf catastrophe.


Anadarko Petroleum Corporation


Anadarko Petroleum Corporation and Mitsui Oil Exploration had 25 percent and 10 percent stakes,
respectively, in the well.


Anadarko was a non-operating investor of the well with no employees working on the rig and,
according to company spokesman John Christiansen, “all questions regarding our liability will be
addressed at the appropriate time.”


The company initially released three vessels after the blowout and currently has several of its
technical experts assisting with finding a way to stop the leaking well, Mr. Christiansen says. But
regarding who is paying for those resources, “we don’t know how it will be worked out eventually,”
he says.


He adds that though the company is not presently assisting with oil cleanup, Anadarko has offered
its services to the unified command center, and “we stand by ready to do whatever is necessary.”


Officials at Mitsui could not immediately be reached for comment.
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Cameron International was the manufacturer of the well’s blowout preventer, the device designed
to prevent such spills, but which failed in this case.


Company spokesman Mike Pascale said Cameron had no comment at this point regarding any
potential liability, and notes that no employees of the company were working on the rig during the
accident.


Cameron employees are in the Gulf assisting with their expertise to stop the oil spill, but Mr.
Pascale declined to say how many employees or which company is paying them for their work.
Cameron is not assisting with cleanup efforts, he says.


Other companies


Schlumberger Ltd. was contracted by BP and had a crew onboard the Deepwater Horizon to
conduct wireline services. That crew left the rig 11 hours prior to the April 20 explosion, according
to a statement released by Schlumberger last month.


Additionally, testimony given during May 11 congressional hearings named MI-SWACO as the
well’s mud engineer subcontractor, along with Weatherford International Ltd., the casing
subcontractor.


Officials at Schlumberger and MI-SWACO could not be reached for comment. Weatherford
declined comment.


Of the 126 people working on the Deepwater Horizon, 79 were Transocean employees, six were
BP employees, and 41 were contract workers, including four Halliburton employees and five from
MI-SWACO.


Related:


Gulf oil spill: BP worried about its own bid to capture more oil


Oval Office speech: Obama's 'take charge' moment in Gulf oil spill


BP cleanup: Are other firms in Gulf oil spill blame game helping?
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How a computer program became classical
music's hot, new composer
'Emily Howell' is a computer program that composes classical music by following
rules of music its programmer taught it.


By Matt Rocheleau,  /  Contributor / June 17, 2010


Earlier this year, 6-year-old musical prodigy Emily Howell released an 11-track debut album,
resembling the work of history's most renowned classical composers. But instead of receiving the
praise given to Beethoven, Mozart, or Bach, the California native has become a lightning rod for
controversy within the musical community.


Why? Because Emily is not human.


Emily is a computer program, and "her" ability to write original compositions has called into
question whether art is as uniquely human as many like to believe.


"Can computers be creative? In the sense that they are creating something that wasn't there
before, yes," says David Cope, Emily's programmer and professor emeritus at the University of
California, Santa Cruz. "But so can birds and insects and volcanoes. We have reserved this notion
of creativity for humans for a long time, and we are enamored of it."


As he sees it, creativity has never been a human-defining trait. This feeling of his stretches back
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David Cope, professor of music
emeritus at the University of
California- Santa Cruz, holds a laptop
in his home office with a musical
score composed by his computer
program, which he calls ‘Emily
Howell.’ Emily has composed around
20 pieces of classical music.
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three decades, to when Mr. Cope first dabbled in teaching music to computers. After hitting a dead
end while trying to write new music on his own, Cope created a program called EMI, which he
pronounces as "Emmy."


EMI (Experiments in Musical Intelligence) would analyze the work of human composers, pick up on
their musical styles, and generate new work seemingly written by the original musician. EMI
created "zillions" of compositions before being scrapped for Cope's latest project, he says.


Created in 2003, Emily has only written around 20 songs. It synthesizes its own compositions
according to the rules of music that Cope has taught it. And Emily is only fed music that EMI had
composed, which gives the new work its own contemporary-classical style.


Human musicians perform most of Emily's compositions, though one song on the album credits
three Disklaviers, pianos played by machines.


Cope says he decided to give the software a human name – which has led some to believe it's a
real person – because he did not want people to think of Emily as a novelty. Nor did he want her
true identity to prejudice listeners either toward or against the music. Some who praised Emily's
work before they knew who "she" was, later played down their reactions after learning the music
was written by a computer, Cope says.


Some composers seem threatened by a computer program that can produce original
compositions, he says. But Cope points out that Emily is still, on some level, a human creation.


"If people were able to [program a computer to be creative], would it make us more or less
creative?" Cope asks. "I'd say more."
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A passion for learning results in a school for
India's poorest children
Babar Ali, just a teenager himself, has started a
free school in his parents' backyard for the poorest
children in his village in India's West Bengal region.
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How a computer program became classical
music's hot, new composer
'Emily Howell' is a computer program that composes classical music by following
rules of music its programmer taught it.


(Page 2 of 2)


He believes that Emily, which is "nowhere near artificial intelligence," and other artistically able
machines signal a chance for collaboration with human artists, not a digital replacement for them.
"Computers are there [for us] to extend ourselves through them," he says. "It seems so utterly
natural to me. It's not like I taught a rock to compose music."


Los Angeles Times classical-music critic Mark Swed says although he has received copies of
Emily's works, he has not listened to them yet, in part because the composer is a computer.


Fred Childs, host of the popular public radio show "Performance Today," says he was impressed
with Emily's songs.


"I enjoyed them," Mr. Childs says. "I thought they were really accomplished imitations of other
composers' styles." However, "it felt a little mechanical in a way. But then again, I knew I was
listening to a computer," he added. "If I hadn't known that, I might've thought it's the work of some
not-so-great composer who is trying some interesting things, but not quite getting it."


The fact that a computer can create music that's indistinguishable from what a human can
compose "scares" Childs a bit, but he says he has no problem with the idea of computers writing
music.


"The proof is not in who composes it or who is responsible for writing the notes. The proof is in the
emotional reaction the music triggers," he says. Emily "wasn't quite there" in terms of sparking his
emotions.


Childs's sentiment touches on one of the core problems with computers experimenting with music.
In 2008, a study from the University of Sussex in England found that, even when a person does
not know the source of a performance, the human brain has a stronger emotional response to
music played by humans than work performed by a computer.


Similarly, some question Cope's assertion that Emily is truly an artistic machine. "I think there's a
creative aspect to music that is still well beyond what a computer can do," says Aniruddh Patel, a
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senior fellow at The Neurosciences Institute in San Diego.


Others have argued that Cope's invention and his claims that its work is truly creative is
disrespectful to artists who put passion, emotion, and feelings into their work based on years of
human experience – something a computer can't share.


But Cope says he welcomes such criticism. "I want people to have different ideas than me," he
says. "My wife will tell you one of the strangest things about me is I enjoy the controversy.... As a
teacher that's how you learn things."


Emily's album, "From Darkness, Light," is available in some music shops and through Apple's
online iTunes Store. Cope says the young composer will follow up with a new album annually for
the next five or six years.
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As oil firms grow, response may slow to
crises like Gulf oil spill
Shortly before the Deepwater Horizon blowout, Halliburton bought an oil spill
prevention firm. The oil-services industry is consolidating, which is not necessarily
good news for quality, experts say.


By Matt Rocheleau,  Contributor / June 18, 2010


Eleven days prior to the April 20 Deepwater Horizon blowout, Halliburton Co., the contractor in
charge of cementing the rig's well, agreed to purchase a little-known company.


The firm, Boots and Coots, focuses on oil spill
prevention and blowout response. Now, it is assisting
with the relief well work – under contract to BP – to
help stop the Gulf oil spill.


What appears to conspiracy theorists as more than a
coincidence is nothing out of the ordinary, say oil-
industry experts. Increasingly, oil-industry titans are
buying up smaller companies that provide all manner of
services.
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nature


But this trend is worrying in itself, the experts say. As companies grow and work both to drill wells
and potentially clean up their own mistakes, the result can be unintentional but riskier
decisionmaking over time due to a lack of focus – particularly in an industry that is poorly
regulated.


Moreover, there is concern that – as the Gulf oil spill shows – big bureaucracies are not nimble
enough in an emergency.


“Working on both sides of the fence” is not uncommon in the oil industry, says Robert Gramling,
author of “Oil on the Edge: Offshore Development, Conflict, Gridlock."


But “it makes for a very complex decisionmaking environment that can become problematic,” he
adds.


Creeping complacency


The concern is not so much about intentional negligence but creeping complacency.


“Nobody’s going to say, ‘Oh, don’t worry, we have a cleanup service, we’ll be all right if there’s a
spill,’ ” says Hugh Gorman, author of “Redefining Efficiency: Pollution Control, Regulatory
Mechanisms, and Technological Change in the US Petroleum Industry.”


But reassurance about how diversified the business’ services are can lead to relaxed
decisionmaking over time, some suggest.


This can be exacerbated by the fact that the oil industry is “very politically powerful” and oil
companies do not face the same strict regulatory and safety standards that, for example, airline
companies do, says Mr. Gramling, a professor at the University of Louisiana, Lafayette. This can
allow for big businesses within the industry and the industry as a whole to “become too cozy,” he
adds.


Halliburton is among the most diversified oil-industry firms. In its $240 million purchase of Boots
and Coots – which is still pending regulatory and shareholder approval – it sought to buy a
company whose services are “designed to reduce the number and severity of critical events such
as oil and gas well fires, blowouts, or other incidences due to loss of control at the well” through
both preventive and emergency response services.


In recent years, “there’s a trend toward getting a broader set of offerings from larger companies,”
says Douglas Sheridan, managing director of EnergyPoint Research, a market research firm in
Houston that serves the oil and gas industry.


But his company’s own customer-satisfaction surveys suggest that bigger is not necessarily better.
“There is a potential problem with companies becoming so large that they can’t provide the focus
needed on specific services and on the execution of those services,” says Mr. Sheridan.


Smaller, more-focused service providers generally rate higher in satisfaction surveys, and a spill of
this magnitude – which involved “major players” like BP, Transocean, and Halliburton – could lead
customers to invest more in companies that have a narrower business approach, Sheridan adds.


Halliburton's reputation


For its part, Halliburton is known within the industry for maintaining its quality despite its growth.
“Does Halliburton’s satisfaction suffer from it being a large and unwieldy company? Yes. But
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they’re doing a better job of providing quality service than some of their competitors,” Mr. Sheridan
said.


Other experts worry more about the impact of size on a company’s ability to respond quickly and
effectively to disaster.


“A company of [BP’s] size has to become a bureaucracy, and bureaucracies need stable
environments. They’re like cement,” says Cathie Currie, a cognitive social psychologist at Adelphi
University in Long Island, N.Y.


Though bureaucratically managed companies can work well in some industries where there is little
chance of a major unexpected event, they can struggle in high-risk industries such as drilling for
oil.


Says Ms. Currie: “[The business model] doesn’t work when you need to be innovative."


IN PICTURES: The Gulf oil spill's impact on nature


[Editor's note: The headline was changed to better reflect the content of the story.]


Related:


What BP's partners are doing in Gulf oil spill cleanup


BP oil spill: Obama administration opens criminal investigations


Asking readers: Gulf Oil spill: What to do about BP? Would a boycott be
productive?
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Elena Kagan: Would she turn Supreme
Court into We the People?
Elena Kagan, if confirmed as the next Supreme Court justice, would shift the balance
dramatically – with three women and a Jewish-Catholic bloc. So would the high court
look like We the People?


By Mike Sacks ,  /  Contributor / June 25, 2010


Washington


They are fathers and sons, mothers and daughters, opera lovers and salsa dancers, long-winded
pedants and quick-witted conversationalists, cancer survivors and nonagenarian swimmers, West
Coasters and East Coasters, Winnebago drivers and airplane pilots. Aside from being nine of the
most powerful men and women in the United States, the Supreme Court justices are also a lot like
We the People.


But when we talk about the court looking like America,
we also mean things such as the justices' religions,
races, genders, and sexual orientations. We mark our
progress as a society by the diversity of these traits on
the court. And President Obama's nomination of
Solicitor General Elena Kagan makes plain how far
we've come, and for some, how much further we have


More USA


About these ads


Most viewed


1. Glenn Beck's 'demagoguery' threatening
Republican party, says veteran GOP lawmaker


2. Oakland riots produce multiple arrests and
damage following fatal shooting verdict


3. Blog: Solar eclipse: Only the rich will be able to
view this one


4. Blog: Octopus Paul has thunder stolen by Mani
the Parakeet


5. Top Kill 2: BP aims to turn off Gulf oil spill
spigot soon


6. Were deported Russian spies as incompetent as
they seemed?


7. Vuvuzela fatwa: United Arab Emirates bans the
loud plastic horns


8. Six lessons from the BP oil spill


9. Anna Chapman deported to Russia, British
tabloids will miss her


10. Vicky Pelaez: Can someone be married to a
Russian spy and not know it?


FREE daily e-
il


Search  Subscribe and save 71%


USA / Justice  All USA Topics  


Like You and 57 others like this.57 people like this.  · Admin
Page · Error Unlike


Enlarge


The US Supreme Court building:
Elena Kagan is President Obama's
nominee for the seat of retiring
Justice John Paul Stevens. Would her
confirmation make the court be more
like We the People?


NEWSCOM


Photos (1 of 6)


Arizona immigration
lawsuit: Obama sails into a
political storm



http://www.csmonitor.com/World

http://www.csmonitor.com/World

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA

http://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary

http://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary

http://www.csmonitor.com/Money

http://www.csmonitor.com/Money

http://www.csmonitor.com/Environment

http://www.csmonitor.com/Environment

http://www.csmonitor.com/Innovation

http://www.csmonitor.com/Innovation

http://www.csmonitor.com/Science

http://www.csmonitor.com/Science

http://www.csmonitor.com/The-Culture

http://www.csmonitor.com/The-Culture

http://www.csmonitor.com/Books

http://www.csmonitor.com/Books

http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Contact-Us-Feedback

http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Contact/Feedback/About-these-Ads

https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=CSX&cds_page_id=67239&cds_response_key=I0CCSXRED

http://www.csmonitor.com/From-the-news-wires/2010/0709/Glenn-Beck-s-demagoguery-threatening-Republican-party-says-veteran-GOP-lawmaker

http://www.csmonitor.com/From-the-news-wires/2010/0709/Glenn-Beck-s-demagoguery-threatening-Republican-party-says-veteran-GOP-lawmaker

http://www.csmonitor.com/From-the-news-wires/2010/0709/Oakland-riots-produce-multiple-arrests-and-damage-following-fatal-shooting-verdict

http://www.csmonitor.com/From-the-news-wires/2010/0709/Oakland-riots-produce-multiple-arrests-and-damage-following-fatal-shooting-verdict

http://www.csmonitor.com/Science/Cool-Astronomy/2010/0709/Solar-eclipse-Only-the-rich-will-be-able-to-view-this-one

http://www.csmonitor.com/Science/Cool-Astronomy/2010/0709/Solar-eclipse-Only-the-rich-will-be-able-to-view-this-one

http://www.csmonitor.com/Science/Discoveries/2010/0709/Octopus-Paul-has-thunder-stolen-by-Mani-the-Parakeet

http://www.csmonitor.com/Science/Discoveries/2010/0709/Octopus-Paul-has-thunder-stolen-by-Mani-the-Parakeet

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0710/Top-Kill-2-BP-aims-to-turn-off-Gulf-oil-spill-spigot-soon

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0710/Top-Kill-2-BP-aims-to-turn-off-Gulf-oil-spill-spigot-soon

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0709/Were-deported-Russian-spies-as-incompetent-as-they-seemed

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0709/Were-deported-Russian-spies-as-incompetent-as-they-seemed

http://www.csmonitor.com/From-the-news-wires/2010/0709/Vuvuzela-fatwa-United-Arab-Emirates-bans-the-loud-plastic-horns

http://www.csmonitor.com/From-the-news-wires/2010/0709/Vuvuzela-fatwa-United-Arab-Emirates-bans-the-loud-plastic-horns

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Society/2010/0710/Six-lessons-from-the-BP-oil-spill

http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2010/0708/Anna-Chapman-deported-to-Russia-British-tabloids-will-miss-her

http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2010/0708/Anna-Chapman-deported-to-Russia-British-tabloids-will-miss-her

http://www.csmonitor.com/From-the-news-wires/2010/0709/Vicky-Pelaez-Can-someone-be-married-to-a-Russian-spy-and-not-know-it

http://www.csmonitor.com/From-the-news-wires/2010/0709/Vicky-Pelaez-Can-someone-be-married-to-a-Russian-spy-and-not-know-it

http://links.mkt1259.com/servlet/SignUpForm?f=227712

http://links.mkt1259.com/servlet/SignUpForm?f=227712

http://links.mkt1259.com/servlet/SignUpForm?f=227712



http://www.csmonitor.com/



http://www.csmonitor.com/relocation

https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=CSX&cds_page_id=67239&cds_response_key=I0FCSXSP1

https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=CSX&cds_page_id=67239&cds_response_key=I0FCSXSP1

https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=CSX&cds_page_id=67239&cds_response_key=I0FCSXSP1

https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=CSX&cds_page_id=67239&cds_response_key=I0FCSXSP1

https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=CSX&cds_page_id=67239&cds_response_key=I0FCSXSP1

https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=CSX&cds_page_id=67239&cds_response_key=I0FCSXSP1

https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=CSX&cds_page_id=67239&cds_response_key=I0FCSXSP1

https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=CSX&cds_page_id=67239&cds_response_key=I0FCSXSP1

https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=CSX&cds_page_id=67239&cds_response_key=I0FCSXEP1

http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Contact/Feedback/About-these-Ads

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice

http://www.csmonitor.com/layout/set/print/content/view/print/309291

javascript:RightslinkPopUp();

http://rss.csmonitor.com/feeds/usa

http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?pub=csmtechstaff&v=250&source=tbx-250&tt=0&s=twitter&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.csmonitor.com%2FUSA%2FJustice%2F2010%2F0625%2FElena-Kagan-Would-she-turn-Supreme-Court-into-We-the-People&title=Elena%20Kagan%3A%20Would%20she%20turn%20Supreme%20Court%20into%20We%20the%20People%3F%20-%20CSMonitor.com&content=&sms_ss=1&lng=en

http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?pub=csmtechstaff&v=250&source=tbx-250&tt=0&s=buzz&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.csmonitor.com%2FUSA%2FJustice%2F2010%2F0625%2FElena-Kagan-Would-she-turn-Supreme-Court-into-We-the-People&title=Elena%20Kagan%3A%20Would%20she%20turn%20Supreme%20Court%20into%20We%20the%20People%3F%20-%20CSMonitor.com&content=&sms_ss=1&lng=en

http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?pub=csmtechstaff&v=250&source=tbx-250&tt=0&s=digg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.csmonitor.com%2FUSA%2FJustice%2F2010%2F0625%2FElena-Kagan-Would-she-turn-Supreme-Court-into-We-the-People&title=Elena%20Kagan%3A%20Would%20she%20turn%20Supreme%20Court%20into%20We%20the%20People%3F%20-%20CSMonitor.com&content=&sms_ss=1&lng=en

http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?pub=csmtechstaff&v=250&source=tbx-250&tt=0&s=facebook&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.csmonitor.com%2FUSA%2FJustice%2F2010%2F0625%2FElena-Kagan-Would-she-turn-Supreme-Court-into-We-the-People&title=Elena%20Kagan%3A%20Would%20she%20turn%20Supreme%20Court%20into%20We%20the%20People%3F%20-%20CSMonitor.com&content=&sms_ss=1&lng=en

http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?href=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.csmonitor.com%252FUSA%252FJustice%252F2010%252F0625%252FElena-Kagan-Would-she-turn-Supreme-Court-into-We-the-People&layout=standard&show_faces=false&width=400&action=like&font=arial&colorscheme=light&height=25?AcrobatWebCapTID5#

http://www.csmonitor.com/var/ezflow_site/storage/images/media/images/2010/0620/06-20-supreme-court/8172585-1-eng-US/06-20-supreme-court_full_600.gif

http://www.csmonitor.com/var/ezflow_site/storage/images/media/images/2010/0620/06-20-supreme-court/8172585-1-eng-US/06-20-supreme-court_full_600.gif

http://www.csmonitor.com/var/ezflow_site/storage/images/media/images/2010/0620/06-20-supreme-court/8172585-1-eng-US/06-20-supreme-court_full_600.gif

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2010/0710/Arizona-immigration-lawsuit-Obama-sails-into-a-political-storm

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2010/0710/Arizona-immigration-lawsuit-Obama-sails-into-a-political-storm

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2010/0710/Arizona-immigration-lawsuit-Obama-sails-into-a-political-storm

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2010/0710/Arizona-immigration-lawsuit-Obama-sails-into-a-political-storm





Elena Kagan: Would she turn Supreme Court into We the People? - CSMonitor.com


http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2010/0625/Elena-Kagan-Would-she-turn-Supreme-Court-into-We-the-People[7/10/2010 2:59:45 PM]


Enlarge


This article is the cover story of the June 28
issue of The Christian Science Monitor
weekly magazine.


Graphic
Chart: Majority of
Supreme Court justices
hail from east of the
Mississippi


Related Stories


Elena Kagan: former solicitors general back
Supreme Court nominee


Supreme Court confirmations, as Elena
Kagan saw them


Obama cites 'temperament' of Kagan,
Supreme Court nominee


Opinion: Elena Kagan: Would she embody
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to go.


If Ms. Kagan is confirmed after US Senate hearings
scheduled to start June 28, then the court will have
certain demographics represented in numbers that 50
years ago would have seemed unimaginable: three
women, three Jews, six Roman Catholics. Kagan's
confirmation also would mean that, for the first time,
the court would be left without any white Protestant
males, who until 1993, commanded a majority of the
court.


Yet as commentators, court watchers, and interest
groups remind us, a cast of nine characters made up of
two religions, three races, one sexual orientation, and
an all-Ivy-League pedigree are hardly avatars of the
nation's self-image.


But would justice be served any differently if the court
looked more like America? As the US political process
has grown more pluralistic, that question is complicated
by the debate about whether justice can be completely
blind and adhere to the letter of the law as if it was
unambiguously laid down by the Founding Fathers, or
whether modern reality suggests that a justice's
background and life experience can fairly factor into a


modern interpretation of a 223-year-old Constitution.


• • •


What one looks like is not a proxy for what one believes, warned Justice Thurgood Marshall at his
retirement press conference in 1991. Responding to a reporter's question about whether President
George H.W. Bush had any obligation to name a minority candidate to succeed Justice Marshall,
the nation's first African-American justice said, "My dad told me way back that you can't use race.
For example, there's no difference between a white snake and a black snake. They'll both bite."


He meant that race should not be used as an excuse for "doing wrong"; rather it should be a factor
to consider in the broader effort to "pick the best person for the job." And, for Marshall, "doing
wrong" meant contributing to the increasingly conservative Supreme Court's dismantling of liberal
landmarks he'd helped build as a lawyer and justice.


By those definitions, Marshall suggested, Bush's nominee, Clarence Thomas, was "the wrong
Negro" to succeed him, where there was a direct line between his experiences as a black man in
America to his votes in favor of affirmative action and against the death penalty. Indeed, Justice
Thomas's strict originalism – adherence to a literal interpretation of the Constitution – certainly
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SUPREME FACTS


Of 111 justices since 1789:


* 53 was the average age at appointment


* 36 served in the military


* 11 had no children


* 6 never married


* 4 were divorced


* 3 did not have a private law practice


* 39 were not judges before appointment


* 39 were Episcopalian


*18 attended and 14 graduated from Harvard Law School


* 26 were from judicial families


* 41 had fathers who held public office


* 39 grew up in urban or small-city settings


* 40 grew up on family farms, family plantations, or rural settings


* 31 grew up in small towns
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Elena Kagan: Would she turn Supreme
Court into We the People?
Elena Kagan, if confirmed as the next Supreme Court justice, would shift the balance
dramatically – with three women and a Jewish-Catholic bloc. So would the high court
look like We the People?


(Page 2 of 6)


"The point of the 'black' seat," says Elie Mystal, editor of the popular online legal tabloid Above the
Law, "is to recognize and appreciate the fact that there was in this country a people with a
historical position of servitude and our commitment to work our way out of that. Thomas goes
against those things."


And, echoing Marshall, Mr. Mystal adds: "It's not about
black and white; it's about where you stand on civil
rights."


Yet to many, Thomas is a political and jurisprudential
ideal. In his 19 years on the bench, he has held fast to
the "colorblind Constitution," consistently coming to
conservative results in cases in which race has played
a role. Where Marshall looked favorably upon
affirmative action policies, calling them "race-conscious
measures designed to remedy past discrimination,"
Thomas believes they constitute "racial discrimination,
plain and simple." And where Marshall cited
contemporary studies showing racial imbalance to insist
that the death penalty "is in all instances cruel and
unusual punishment forbidden by the Eighth
Amendment" to the Constitution, Thomas looks to the
Founders' generation and their comfort with capital
punishment to conclude that "it is clear that the Eighth
Amendment does not prohibit the death penalty."


"Thomas approaches the law by trying to look at the
history or intent of the Constitution and its framers,"
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Related Stories


Elena Kagan: former solicitors general back
Supreme Court nominee


Supreme Court confirmations, as Elena
Kagan saw them


Obama cites 'temperament' of Kagan,
Supreme Court nominee


Opinion: Elena Kagan: Would she embody
empathy as a Supreme Court justice?


says Carrie Severino, policy director of the Judicial
Crisis Network, a conservative advocacy group.
Thomas's rock-ribbed originalism, then, as opposed to
"voting differently based on your identity," Ms. Severino
insists, "is the test of whether one is being principled
judicially."


Thomas's approach received a public relations boost in
the 2005 confirmation hearings for Chief Justice John
G. Roberts, when Justice Roberts compared the


judges' work to that of umpires – simply calling balls and strikes within the Constitution's preset
strike zone. His compelling metaphor – and his flawless performance in those hearings – changed
the game for future nominees who might dare to suggest they'd judge any differently.


Under Roberts's rubric, minority candidates would now have to testify that they, like Thomas,
would engage in cold constitutional calculus, not Marshall's empathy-inflected jurisprudence.


Accordingly, when Sonia Sotomayor sat before the Senate Judiciary Committee last summer, she
appeared positively robotic in agreeing with the Republicans' demands that she disavow any
suggestion that her life experience would influence her judging.


Specifically, she sought to obscure the real significance of her oft-delivered line: "I would hope that
a wise Latina woman with the richness of her experiences would more often than not reach a
better conclusion than a white male who hasn't lived that life."


The "wise Latina" statement clashed with the notion that judges must do nothing more than look to
the history or intent behind the law at issue. Justice Sotomayor's Democratic supporters, not at all
willing to turn the historic nomination of the first Latin-American to the Supreme Court into a
dragged-out national referendum on constitutional interpretation, claimed the quote was taken out
of context. But the entire speech, given in 2001, was about "whether by ignoring our differences
as women or men of color we do a disservice both to the law and society." She claimed that
"aspiration to impartiality is just that – it's an aspiration because it denies the fact that [women and
people of color] are by our experiences making different choices than others."
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SUPREME FACTS


Of 111 justices since 1789:


* 53 was the average age at appointment


* 36 served in the military


* 11 had no children


* 6 never married


* 4 were divorced


* 3 did not have a private law practice
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* 39 were not judges before appointment


* 39 were Episcopalian


*18 attended and 14 graduated from Harvard Law School


* 26 were from judicial families


* 41 had fathers who held public office


* 39 grew up in urban or small-city settings


* 40 grew up on family farms, family plantations, or rural settings


* 31 grew up in small towns
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Elena Kagan: former solicitors general back


Elena Kagan: Would she turn Supreme
Court into We the People?
Elena Kagan, if confirmed as the next Supreme Court justice, would shift the balance
dramatically – with three women and a Jewish-Catholic bloc. So would the high court
look like We the People?


(Page 3 of 6)


Yet when it came time for Sotomayor to defend her speech, she repeatedly demurred, casting
herself as a strict constructionist on the Constitution's text and history.


Unseized upon by either side in the Sotomayor
hearings was her comment in the same "wise Latina"
speech that "Justice Clarence Thomas represents a
part but not the whole of African-American thought on
many subjects." Indeed, his personal experience with
affirmative action left him feeling as if he'd been
stamped with a "badge of inferiority," as he put it in a
1995 opinion. To this day, according to his
autobiography, his Yale diploma, upon which he placed
a sticker reading "15¢," sits in his basement.


• • •


But diversity as simply an aesthetic versus experience
that comes to bear in interpreting the law will not
disappear. It affects every potential next "first" on the
court – such as the first Asian-American, the first gay,
or the first atheist.


But are identity politics antithetical to an independent
judiciary?


"The court is not a representative body, and it's not
clear its function is to be a representative body in any
way," says Barry Friedman, vice dean of the New York
University Law School in New York City and author of
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Supreme Court nominee


Supreme Court confirmations, as Elena
Kagan saw them


Obama cites 'temperament' of Kagan,
Supreme Court nominee


Opinion: Elena Kagan: Would she embody
empathy as a Supreme Court justice?


"The Will of the People: How Public Opinion Has
Influenced the Supreme Court and Shaped the
Meaning of the Constitution." However, Mr. Friedman
concedes, "in deciding legal questions, it does become
important for the court's long-term credibility to reach
conclusions that are acceptable to the American
people."


One way to stay credible is to have justices whom Americans identify with and admire.


"As a minority, it is gratifying and yes, important, for me to see people of color on the Supreme
Court and in other positions of leadership," says Viet Dinh, a law professor at Georgetown
University in Washington, D.C., and a former high-ranking official in George W. Bush's Department
of Justice. "When I see a Justice Thomas or a Justice Sotomayor," continues Mr. Dinh in an e-mail
interview, "I am inspired by their example, for the simple reason that they have overcome so
much, that they made it there not because of their race, but in spite of it."


Dinh, too, may one day be another's inspiring example. A prominent conservative lawyer who
came to the United States in 1978 as a 10-year-old Vietnamese refugee; clerked for Justice
Sandra Day O'Connor; and went on to help draft the USA Patriot Act after the terrorist attacks of
Sept. 11, 2001; he could very well end up on a Republican president's shortlist for a Supreme
Court vacancy.


And if high-profile nominations to the federal courts of appeal are any indication of which
demographic is next in line for Supreme Court representation, Asian-Americans appear to be on
deck.


Mr. Obama recently nominated Goodwin Liu, whom The New York Times called a "liberal legal
rock star," to the San Francisco-based Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Professor Liu, a 39-year-old
University of California, Berkeley, law professor, has faced the kind of Republican Senate scrutiny
reserved for lower-court nominees whose confirmations appear to be little more than
steppingstones to the Supreme Court.


In endorsing Liu, the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association (NAPABA) trumpets on its
website his many qualifications, then states that the "confirmation of Professor Liu would help
promote diversity in the federal judiciary, where Asian Pacific Americans are significantly
underrepresented." Such a broad reason for support could as easily apply to Dinh, despite his and
Liu's ideological differences.
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SUPREME FACTS


Of 111 justices since 1789:


* 53 was the average age at appointment


* 36 served in the military


* 11 had no children


* 6 never married
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* 4 were divorced


* 3 did not have a private law practice


* 39 were not judges before appointment


* 39 were Episcopalian


*18 attended and 14 graduated from Harvard Law School


* 26 were from judicial families


* 41 had fathers who held public office


* 39 grew up in urban or small-city settings


* 40 grew up on family farms, family plantations, or rural settings


* 31 grew up in small towns
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Elena Kagan: Would she turn Supreme
Court into We the People?
Elena Kagan, if confirmed as the next Supreme Court justice, would shift the balance
dramatically – with three women and a Jewish-Catholic bloc. So would the high court
look like We the People?
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But while NAPABA has taken no stand on whether diversity's value is aesthetic or experiential,
Billy Chan, the Asian-American Bar Association president, has sided with Sotomayor's now-
disavowed speech. "[Liu] brings more than his superior qualifications as a lawyer and a teacher.
He brings his perspective as a person of color raised and working in the United States," wrote Mr.
Chan in an April letter to the editor in the San Francisco Chronicle.


He chided conservatives for assuming "judges can
magically remove themselves from life experience and
make decisions purely on the facts and the law ...
[they] are affected by their background and life
experience as well as their intellectual analysis, and it
is unrealistic to pretend otherwise."


But upon this sentiment, Dinh, Chan's fellow Asian-
American, disagrees. "Justice O'Connor loved saying
that a wise old woman thinks the same as a wise old
man," says Dinh, voicing the very sentiment Sotomayor
contested in her 2001 speech. "I think it is a profound
mistake to assume that a person will think a certain
way or approach the law from a certain perspective
because of their backgrounds, be it race, gender,
religion, or even political affiliation."


• • •


In the beginning, long before religion, race, and Roe v.
Wade, there was geography. Starting with George
Washington's first batch of Supreme Court justices, "the
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Elena Kagan: former solicitors general back
Supreme Court nominee


Supreme Court confirmations, as Elena
Kagan saw them


Obama cites 'temperament' of Kagan,
Supreme Court nominee


Opinion: Elena Kagan: Would she embody
empathy as a Supreme Court justice?


need for geographic diversity was a matter of
practicality," says David Yalof, author of the book
"Pursuit of Justices: Presidential Politics and the
Selection of Supreme Court Nominees." Until Congress
created the courts of appeal in 1891, the justices "rode
circuit," traveling to their home regions to hear appeals
arising out of federal courts.


And geography played a role in President Lincoln's
appointment of Justice Stephen J. Field, who came to
the court to represent the country's newly admitted


Pacific Coast states. His formative experiences in California's unregulated gold rush boomtowns
led him to become the architect of the Supreme Court's turn-of-the-century laissez-faire, pro-
property rights jurisprudence.


Political loyalty also mattered to the early presidents. Chief Justice John Marshall's Federalist
Party affiliation animated perhaps the most important case in Supreme Court history: 1803's
Marbury v. Madison. President Adams appointed Marshall in 1801 so as to entrench the
Federalists' political philosophy in a national government about to be taken over by their
ideological antagonists, Jefferson and his Democratic-Republican Party. By establishing judicial
review – or the court's power to strike down an act of Congress – Marshall's Marbury opinion sent
a warning to the Jefferson administration and Congressional allies to tread lightly in setting
national policy that may be at odds with the Federalists on the court.


Loyalty and geography governed even the nomination of the court's first Catholic, Roger B. Taney.
"There is no evidence that [President] Jackson meant to appeal to a Catholic constituency [with
Taney]," Mr. Yalof notes.
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SUPREME FACTS


Of 111 justices since 1789:


* 53 was the average age at appointment


* 36 served in the military


* 11 had no children


* 6 never married


* 4 were divorced


* 3 did not have a private law practice


* 39 were not judges before appointment


* 39 were Episcopalian


*18 attended and 14 graduated from Harvard Law School
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Elena Kagan: Would she turn Supreme
Court into We the People?
Elena Kagan, if confirmed as the next Supreme Court justice, would shift the balance
dramatically – with three women and a Jewish-Catholic bloc. So would the high court
look like We the People?


(Page 5 of 6)


In the tense antebellum period, presidents sought to maintain the court's sectional balance to
stave off the Union's dissolution. When Taney, a slave-holding Marylander, became chief justice in
1836, he represented the sensibilities of the important border state as the court began hearing
many cases that divided its justices along regional lines. But Taney's majority opinion in the 1857
Dred Scott case, which found that African slaves and their free descendants could never be US
citizens, helped hurl the country toward the Civil War.


Although regional representation continued through and
beyond the war, it ceased for a century as political
shorthand. Instead, presidents sought political loyalists
from every section of the country: Lincoln primarily
selected Unionists, Gilded Age presidents largely
nominated free marketers, and Franklin D. Roosevelt
exclusively seated New Dealers.


"As we get more comfortable with ... 'firsts,' we will
begin to fight more along ideological lines and not be
hampered by demographic diversity," suggests Guy-
Uriel Charles, founding director of the Center on Law,
Race and Politics at Duke University in Durham, N.C.


If Professor Charles is correct, then Kagan is the
future. She is poised to become the court's third
woman and Jew on the current Supreme Court, but
one would be hard-pressed to find her jurisprudence
questioned or assumed on the basis of her gender or
religion. Instead, she has been assailed from the right
for her liberal positions in memos to Thurgood Marshall,
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Mississippi


Related Stories


Elena Kagan: former solicitors general back
Supreme Court nominee


Supreme Court confirmations, as Elena
Kagan saw them


Obama cites 'temperament' of Kagan,
Supreme Court nominee


Opinion: Elena Kagan: Would she embody
empathy as a Supreme Court justice?


for whom she clerked in the late 1980s. The left has
criticized her for being too deferential to a president's
wartime authority in her role as Obama's solicitor
general. Further, Kagan will not be expected to speak
for all women or Jews, just as Justice John Paul
Stevens – whom she has been nominated to replace as
he retires – was not expected to speak for all white,
Anglo-Saxon Protestant men.


Nevertheless, gender and religion do remain salient in
their own distinct ways, argues Charles.


"I think we would all be worried if we had a Supreme Court that was all male," Charles says. A
lack of parity could appear to be "discrimination in favor of a particular group rather than the luck of
the draw" now that there are so many qualified women for the job.


However, a court evenly split by sex would look suspicious to Severino of the Judicial Crisis
Network. With women's "more involved child-caring responsibilities," Severino says, "the kind of
person that's going to have spent the amount of time necessary to be in the pretty slim group of
people qualified for a Supreme Court nomination is disproportionately going to be male."


Still, she's "happy that we're getting to a place in which Kagan wasn't necessarily chosen because
she's a woman," in contrast to how the public perceived President Reagan's 1981 nomination of
Justice O'Connor, who came from relative obscurity as a state appeals court judge in Arizona.


As women inch toward parity on the bench, Catholics and Jews are a Senate's vote away from
constituting the entire court, reflecting the fact that these religious minorities are part of the
American political mainstream. This does not mean, though, that minority religious representation
will remain uncontroversial.


"When you have your first Muslim that's appointed to the Supreme Court, it will be a big deal,"
says Charles, considering the fact that the court and the country continue to be deeply divided on
national security issues arising out of 9/11 and the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. "It will eventually
happen, whether in five or 50 years, and it's going to raise some issues for some people, but after
it happens, it's going to be less of an issue."
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SUPREME FACTS


Of 111 justices since 1789:


* 53 was the average age at appointment


* 36 served in the military


* 11 had no children


* 6 never married


* 4 were divorced


* 3 did not have a private law practice
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* 39 were not judges before appointment


* 39 were Episcopalian


*18 attended and 14 graduated from Harvard Law School


* 26 were from judicial families


* 41 had fathers who held public office


* 39 grew up in urban or small-city settings


* 40 grew up on family farms, family plantations, or rural settings


* 31 grew up in small towns
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Elena Kagan: Would she turn Supreme
Court into We the People?
Elena Kagan, if confirmed as the next Supreme Court justice, would shift the balance
dramatically – with three women and a Jewish-Catholic bloc. So would the high court
look like We the People?


(Page 6 of 6)


Then there's the question of limited seating. "The court only has nine members, so you can't do an
adequate job of representing all of America at once," says David Lat, founding editor of Above the
Law and a right-leaning libertarian. As a gay Asian-American, he runs the numbers per his own
demographics. Asian-Americans are 5 percent of the population and gays are 10 percent. Both
groups currently claim no justices, but will be proportionally overrepresented upon the confirmation
of just one.


Kevin Cathcart, the executive director of Lambda Legal,
a gay rights advocacy organization, takes a longer view
and finds that the court has some catching up to do. "If
you look at the justices over the court's history or even
in the last 20 years, the number of them that have
been women or people of color is staggeringly low."


Nevertheless, says Mr. Cathcart, "the likelihood of
getting an openly gay person on the Supreme Court
will be much improved when we live in a society in
which openly gay people can more reasonably aspire
to positions throughout the federal bench."


But rising through the judicial system is hardly the only
route to a seat on the court – 39 of the 111 justices
over time have not been judges before. By nominating
Kagan, Obama may have started a trend back toward
tapping nonjudges for the court, which had not been
repeated after President Nixon's 1971 nominations of
William Rehnquist, a Justice Department lawyer, and
Lewis Powell, a prominent corporate attorney in private
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Elena Kagan: former solicitors general back
Supreme Court nominee


Supreme Court confirmations, as Elena
Kagan saw them


Obama cites 'temperament' of Kagan,
Supreme Court nominee


Opinion: Elena Kagan: Would she embody
empathy as a Supreme Court justice?


practice.


But although Cathcart has seen "dramatic increases" in
the acceptance of gay people in law firms, academia,
and elected office over the past two decades, he
believes the confirmation process for openly gay
nominees selected from those fields will be a significant
obstacle as long as sexual orientation remains
politicized in the Senate.


• • •


Gender, race, religion, ethnicity, and sexual orientation
are all critical components in the court's most politically charged and bitterly divisive issues, from
abortion and affirmative action to national security and gay rights. Even if the results in these
cases often seem zero-sum, all sides recognize the symbolic importance of a more diverse bench
making the decisions.


But when those decisions ultimately boil down to answering "yes" or "no" on questions of great
public interest, explains Friedman, the author of a book on the court and public opinion, "it's not
going to be uncommon for people to divide 5-4," whatever their backgrounds.


So the court, staffed by men and women nominated and confirmed for their ideological fealty to
one of two political parties, doesn't threaten kaleidoscopic chaos in its judgments.


Rather, the court is more like an ever-improving pair of 3-D glasses. Whether a justice comes to a
decision aided by – or in spite of – his or her life experiences, a diverse bench enriches the court,
united or divided, and may more clearly see and reflect American attitudes in their most true-to-life
details.


It may be a gradual evolution for minority justices who start out as "avatars of their entire
communities" to be regarded as fully absorbed additions to age-old ideological factions, says
Wajahat Ali, a Pakistani-American lawyer and political commentator. "But America is one of those
places, just by virtue of its creation, [where] these things really can occur."


• Matt Rocheleau contributed research.
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SUPREME FACTS


Of 111 justices since 1789:


* 53 was the average age at appointment


* 36 served in the military


* 11 had no children


* 6 never married


* 4 were divorced


* 3 did not have a private law practice


07.09.10 »Photos of the day


In Pictures


Space photos of the day 07/09


Inside CSMonitor.com:


PTSD: New regs will make
it easier for war vets to get
help
As many as 300,000 war vets from


Iraq and Afghanistan have experienced post-traumatic
stress disorder. Now, the process for getting
treatment and compensation for PTSD is being
streamlined.


Put off by the LeBron James spectacle? Here's
a redeeming virtue.


LeBron James and his superteam: Player
collusion or OK?


Australia plan to divert asylum seekers gets
cool reception


Global News Blog
PLA 'Beat It' video: Is being cheeky about
China's military risky business?


About these ads


CSMonitor.com top stories, cartoons and photos


FREE Daily Digest E-mail



http://www.csmonitor.com/var/ezflow_site/storage/images/media/chart-majority-of-supreme-court-justices-hail-from-east-of-the-mississippi/8209927-1-eng-US/Chart-Majority-of-Supreme-Court-justices-hail-from-east-of-the-Mississippi_full_600.jpg

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2010/0622/Elena-Kagan-former-solicitors-general-back-Supreme-Court-nominee

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2010/0622/Elena-Kagan-former-solicitors-general-back-Supreme-Court-nominee

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2010/0511/Supreme-Court-confirmations-as-Elena-Kagan-saw-them

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2010/0511/Supreme-Court-confirmations-as-Elena-Kagan-saw-them

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2010/0510/Obama-cites-temperament-of-Kagan-Supreme-Court-nominee

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2010/0510/Obama-cites-temperament-of-Kagan-Supreme-Court-nominee

http://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary/Opinion/2010/0510/Elena-Kagan-Would-she-embody-empathy-as-a-Supreme-Court-justice

http://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary/Opinion/2010/0510/Elena-Kagan-Would-she-embody-empathy-as-a-Supreme-Court-justice

http://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary/Opinion/2010/0510/Elena-Kagan-Would-she-embody-empathy-as-a-Supreme-Court-justice

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2010/0625/Elena-Kagan-Would-she-turn-Supreme-Court-into-We-the-People/(page)/5

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2010/0625/Elena-Kagan-Would-she-turn-Supreme-Court-into-We-the-People

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2010/0625/Elena-Kagan-Would-she-turn-Supreme-Court-into-We-the-People/(page)/2

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2010/0625/Elena-Kagan-Would-she-turn-Supreme-Court-into-We-the-People/(page)/3

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2010/0625/Elena-Kagan-Would-she-turn-Supreme-Court-into-We-the-People/(page)/4

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2010/0625/Elena-Kagan-Would-she-turn-Supreme-Court-into-We-the-People/(page)/5

http://www.csmonitor.com/CSM-Photo-Galleries/Photos-of-the-Day/2010/Photos-of-the-Day-07-09

http://www.csmonitor.com/CSM-Photo-Galleries/Photos-of-the-Day/2010/Photos-of-the-Day-07-09

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2010/0710/PTSD-New-regs-will-make-it-easier-for-war-vets-to-get-help

http://www.csmonitor.com/CSM-Photo-Galleries/Photos-of-the-Day/2010/Photos-of-the-Day-07-09

http://www.csmonitor.com/CSM-Photo-Galleries/In-Pictures/Space-Photos-of-the-Day/Space-photos-of-the-day-07-09

http://www.csmonitor.com/CSM-Photo-Galleries/In-Pictures/Space-Photos-of-the-Day/Space-photos-of-the-day-07-09

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2010/0710/PTSD-New-regs-will-make-it-easier-for-war-vets-to-get-help

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2010/0710/PTSD-New-regs-will-make-it-easier-for-war-vets-to-get-help

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2010/0710/PTSD-New-regs-will-make-it-easier-for-war-vets-to-get-help

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0709/Put-off-by-the-LeBron-James-spectacle-Here-s-a-redeeming-virtue

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0709/Put-off-by-the-LeBron-James-spectacle-Here-s-a-redeeming-virtue

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0709/LeBron-James-and-his-superteam-Player-collusion-or-OK

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0709/LeBron-James-and-his-superteam-Player-collusion-or-OK

http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-Pacific/2010/0709/Australia-plan-to-divert-asylum-seekers-gets-cool-reception

http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-Pacific/2010/0709/Australia-plan-to-divert-asylum-seekers-gets-cool-reception

http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Global-News

http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Global-News/2010/0709/PLA-Beat-It-video-Is-being-cheeky-about-China-s-military-risky-business

http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Global-News/2010/0709/PLA-Beat-It-video-Is-being-cheeky-about-China-s-military-risky-business

http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Contact/Feedback/About-these-Ads







Elena Kagan: Would she turn Supreme Court into We the People? - CSMonitor.com


http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2010/0625/Elena-Kagan-Would-she-turn-Supreme-Court-into-We-the-People/(page)/6[7/10/2010 3:06:42 PM]


* 39 were not judges before appointment


* 39 were Episcopalian


*18 attended and 14 graduated from Harvard Law School


* 26 were from judicial families


* 41 had fathers who held public office


* 39 grew up in urban or small-city settings


* 40 grew up on family farms, family plantations, or rural settings


* 31 grew up in small towns
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all 'The Decision' proceeds donated to charity.


By Matt Rocheleau,  Contributor / July 9, 2010


There are some clear-cut winners and clear-cut losers coming out of LeBron James's “The
Decision” Thursday night, but one chief beneficiary is being overlooked in all the buzz by sports
commentators, bloggers, and NBA fans.
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or sports in general.
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and Girls Clubs of America, which stands to collect as


much as $2.5 million from the advertising proceeds of the ESPN prime-time special.


It's a charitable gesture that went largely unnoticed – and that may serve to deflect criticism of the
James-ESPN "ploy" to reveal the NBA star's team choice during a live, hour-long special on
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ESPN TV and radio during prime time. Critics berated both the player and the network for
brazenly cashing in on the sports world's curiosity – and, indeed, ESPN squeezed in every
commercial it could before the announcement.


Finally, at 9:27 p.m., nearly 15 minutes further into "The Decision" than the network had promised,
came the moment many fans had been anticipating since the NBA season ended. “This fall, I’m
going to take my talents to South Beach and join the Miami Heat,” said the NBA superstar, who at
25-years-young already has a substantial legacy, including becoming the most coveted free agent
in sports history.


And with that sentence uttered, millions of TVs and radios across the US turned off or tuned
elsewhere.


But arguably the best news of the night came nearly a half-hour later – almost 10 minutes after
the one-hour special was slated to have ended.


In a plan initiated and unveiled by James, all proceeds from ads sold for the broadcast – expected
to be between $2 million and $2.5 million – will be donated to the Boys and Girls Clubs of America
(BGCA). Several minutes later, one of the show’s sponsors, the University of Phoenix, announced
it would make a separate donation – five full-tuition scholarships – to the organization.


About an hour before the broadcast began, the University of Phoenix also donated four of its
scheduled ad spots to the Boys and Girls Clubs, so BGCA could air its own advertisements, says
Frank Sanchez, vice president of sports, entertainment, and alumni relations for the nonprofit
youth organization. BGCA would not have been able to air a commercial during the show
otherwise, he says. The group does not pay for its own advertising; all ad spots are donated.


“We cannot be thankful enough for LeBron and the sponsors,” he said in a phone interview Friday.
“As a fundraising opportunity, it was one of our most significant contributions, and it all happened
within one hour.”


In addition to money generated from the event, the BGCA receives intangible gains. The
organization’s logo was strategically centered on a wall in between James and ESPN sportscaster
Jim Gray, who conducted the interview.


"You can’t monetize having our logo splashed all over the place” on prime-time TV, online, and on
the front pages of morning newspapers, says Sanchez. “What LeBron did for our brand was
huge.”
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Put off by the LeBron James spectacle?
Here's a redeeming virtue.
Overlooked in the buzz over the NBA star's decision to exit Cleveland, and milk the
announcement for prime-time ad dollars, is this news: LeBron James arranged to have
all 'The Decision' proceeds donated to charity.


(Page 2 of 2)


Neilsen Co. ratings of the nation's 56 biggest cities show more than 7 percent of households with
TVs were watching the broadcast – expected to be the largest audience for a news program aired
on ESPN, according to the Associated Press. In James's hometown of Cleveland, where he's
played for all seven years of his career, more than 25 percent of homes with TVs watched the
program.


James, who was a member of other youth
organizations growing up and has been a longtime
BGCA supporter, approached the nonprofit over the
July 4 weekend, Sanchez says. The charitable
arrangements were made final on Wednesday.


“It was a fast-moving opportunity. The goal was to help
the Boys and Girls Clubs of America,” says Sanchez. “His intention was to use what was a
significant event and to leverage it to raise dollars and awareness for a club he believes in.…
LeBron didn’t make a penny” from the event.


“He sees the value in mentorship and giving back,” adds BGCA spokeswoman Angela Richmond.
“It’s something he’s very fond of.”


Nearly 100 youths from the BGCA club in Greenwich, Conn. – near ESPN's headquarters in Bristol
– were on hand to watch the man of the hour, in the gymnasium where they play nearly everyday.
After the cameras turned off, before heading to other media commitments, the all-star athlete
ushered the group of 6- to 18-year-olds to the stage, one youngster riding on his shoulders, as the
children and teens snapped photos and asked questions, Sanchez recounts.


“It wasn’t like he just ran out of the building afterward,” he says. “He was really like a big kid.”


He calls James's philanthropy and time with the kids “an incredible gesture and a great example
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for the kids of how you’re never too big to give back.”


The final tally on how much the youth organization will net is expected to come over the weekend.
The money will fund programs, renovate existing facilities, and build new clubs in James’s
hometown of Akron, Ohio, and four cities where he had considered playing next – Cleveland, New
York, Chicago and, his ultimate choice, Miami.


BGCA, based in Atlanta, provides educational, community service, and recreational programs to at
least 4.2 million youths at more than 4,000 clubs. In a Harris Survey of BGCA alumni, 57 percent
said the organization saved their lives, according to the group’s website.


BGCA relies on donation and fundraising efforts. In 2008, the BGCAs raised $671 million, with
$179.5 million coming from the organization's national branch and the rest being raised through
local clubs.


“This is the type of partnership that allows us to continue to do our work,” Sanchez says. “It helped
every Boys and Girls Club in the United States.”
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Graphic
Poor ratings for subsea
equipment
Subsea equipment
ratings have significantly


lagged other oilfield categories since 2005.
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Offshore drilling ban: Will revised
moratorium appease courts?


Studies suggest MMS knew blowout
preventers had 'critical' flaws


Offshore drilling moratorium: US cites


Offshore drilling: industry rates its own
equipment substandard
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Even as it opposes the Obama administration moratorium on offshore drilling, the oil industry has
doubts about the quality and long-term viability of equipment that it uses to extract oil from deep-
water wells, such as the one at the center of the Gulf oil spill.


In arguing for a moratorium, Interior Department
Secretary Ken Salazar has said that "fundamental
questions about deep-water safety" remain. The
offshore industry counters that the amount of crude
spilled and the number of spills hit a record low this
past decade.


Yet both industry experts and managerial personnel
acknowledge that the technology used to remove
offshore oil from its reservoirs – particularly in deep
water – has been outstripped by engineers' ability to
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blowout preventers' weak spot
find and drill for that oil.


That has left members of the oil industry dissatisfied
with the tools they need to work in one of earth's most challenging environments. While there is no
evidence yet that equipment was to blame for the Deepwater Horizon blowout, some industry
experts say the quality of deep-water extraction technology is increasingly becoming a concern.


"We believe that the quality, reliability and adequacy of subsea equipment is a potential weak link
in the deep-water equation going forward," said a recent report from EnergyPoint Research, an oil-
industry marketing company in Houston.


Poor scores in industry survey


Since 2005, subsea equipment has received the lowest annual overall satisfaction rating of the
seven oilfield segments tracked by EnergyPoint. While oil company leaders rated every other
equipment category above or just slightly below the average overall industry rating – defined by
the survey company as 100 percent – subsea equipment scored at 92.1 percent. The next-worst
category, downhole completion equipment, scored 5.3 percentage points higher.


In relating the figures to an academic letter grading system, EnergyPoint’s managing director
Douglas Sheridan said subsea equipment would be in the D range, close to an F, while every
other equipment category surveyed is in the B range.


Among all subsea products surveyed, blowout preventers – the safety device that failed at the
Deepwater Horizon's Macondo well – have the lowest satisfaction rating.


Clearly, the industry's improving safety record during the past decade suggests that low
satisfaction does not necessarily equate to more accidents. But the low satisfaction does point to
a troubling trend in the industry.


Until this past decade, offshore exploratory work looking for wells in areas that have not previously
been drilled into for oil was largely ignored because it was less cost effective and riskier than
extracting oil either on land or around existing offshore wells in shallower waters. As a result,
investment in offshore-equipment research lagged.


This decade, however, the depletion of existing oil reserves and an increase in demand have
driven companies into deeper waters.
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Poor ratings for subsea
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safety concerns.
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Research on deep-water equipment lagging


Dramatic advances in seismic technology have allowed scientists to find remoter reserves more
easily, says Hans Juvkam-Wold, professor emeritus in petroleum engineering at Texas A&M
University.


But investment in new equipment technology to extract
the harder-to-get oil has not kept pace, says James
Pappas, vice president for technology at the Research
Partnership to Secure Energy for America.


For example, the harsher, less predictable conditions in
deep water can have an effect on sensitive fluids that
are crucial to drilling, meaning that alternatives need to
be developed, says Mr. Pappas.


Moreover, the deep sea remains one of the least
explored places on earth, meaning that engineers must
rely on estimates in devising deep-water equipment
that will be used in environments that can vary greatly


depending on where and how deep a company is drilling.


In deeper waters, thick layers of impermeable salt common in the Gulf of Mexico can make the
process more complex in nearly every phase. Salt is tougher to drill through, it can be a sign of oil
under higher amounts of pressure, and it can add to corrosion of subsea equipment.


Still low market demand


Because deep-water drilling is still a small fraction of overall drilling, the market for better
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equipment is small, says Iraj Ershaghi, director of the petroleum engineering program at the
University of Southern California in Los Angeles.


Additionally, the oil industry is generally conservative when it comes to adopting technologically
enhanced equipment, he said. Many in the industry feel new devices take away from the sense of
familiarity and comfort with the equipment they already work with, and thus increase risk.


But there is a realization that the lack of quality deep-water extraction equipment needs to be
addressed. While subsea equipment has improved in recent years, "it still may not be quite good
enough to get the job done safely," says EnergyPoint's Mr. Sheridan.


Others feel the equipment is adequate, for now, but that new research is needed for the future.


"Equipment-wise, we are OK now," says Dr. Ershaghi. But "it's getting tougher and tougher and
tougher [to extract subsea oil]. We need better technology."
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Senior citizens carve their own niche with
laptops and Facebook
They may not be "digital natives," but senior citizens find connectedness through
laptops and Facebook


By Matt Rocheleau,  Correspondent / July 24, 2010


Framingham, Mass.


Janeen Morel does not define herself by her age, and the septuagenarian's embrace of the latest
technology is an example of that approach. Her laptop links her to world and family news and
entertaining games, and it jazzes up her trombone-playing skills.


For the young who never experienced a time before
computers, video games, cellphones, and the Internet,
technology is a way of life. But, for Ms. Morel, and more
and more seniors, the gadgetry can be life-expanding.


About 38 percent of Americans ages 65 and older go
online, said a Pew Internet & American Life Project
survey last fall. The 55-and-older crowd is the fastest-
growing age group on Facebook, increasing by 35
percent in the past six months.


More Innovation


 


About these ads


Most viewed


1. $35 computer taps India's huge low-income
market


2. Tim Tebow has plenty of arm, according to
former Broncos great John Elway


3. Lt. Dan Choi discharged from Army National
Guard


4. Darth Vader robbery: Phantom menace strikes
Long Island bank


5. $35 computer introduced in India


6. Unemployment extension 101: what you need to
know


7. Protests of Arizona immigration law promised as
deadline looms


8. Milwaukee sinkhole that gobbled car, stoplight:
Will it  grow?


9. Senate Democrats forced to accept much slimmer
energy bill


10. Chelsea Clinton gawkers will get arrested say NY
cops


FREE daily e-


Search  Subscribe and save 71%


Innovation / Tech  
All Innovation 
Topics  


  


Like You like thisBe the first of your friends to like this. · Admin
Page · Error Unlike


Enlarge


Barbara Rafuse says learning to use
the Internet has meant staying
connected like many senior citizens
who know their way around laptops
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Related Stories


Are iPads, smartphones, and the Mobile
Web rewiring the way we think?


Redefining longevity: the new centenarian
spirit


"It's good to expose yourself. You have to try
something new every once in a while," Morel says in a
phone interview from her Des Moines, Iowa, home. A
retired Iowa National Guard officer, she checks e-mail
and Facebook on her laptop each morning. She
occasionally plays games through Facebook apps and
browses news or other sites, like YouTube. She uses
software to learn new music, and gets photos of her
grandchildren on her cellphone. "It's fabulous and
instantaneous," she says.


For Barbara Rafuse and Barbara Adams, octogenarian
residents of the Summerville at Farm Pond senior
community in Framingham, Mass., learning to navigate
the Web has meant "staying with the outside world and


your family," says Ms. Rafuse.


Though many residents have their own computer, the center offers some equipped with
Connected Living software by MyWay Village. Customized for seniors, the software's simple
interface allows users to check e-mail, play games, browse the Web, listen to books and music,
create a memoir, and save and share photos. Ms. Adams also uses the Web to shop, check bank
statements, transfer funds, and pay bills: "About the only checks I write anymore are to family for
birthdays," she says.


Residents also play video games and compete with one another in bowling on Nintendo Wii. "It's a
combination of things," says Adams, including socializing, competition, and exercise.


But the best part of blending technology into their daily lives, say all three women, is
connectedness.


"Does it bring [family] closer together? I think so," Morel says. Though interaction is digital, she
says it has led to more in-person gatherings, easily arranged online. On Facebook, she has found
and writes to people she never had written to before, such as her great-nephew, an Army
helicopter pilot serving in Afghanistan: "I'm his great-aunt by marriage, and Mitch wouldn't write to
me about his daily life otherwise. I wouldn't expect it; but now I get to see him [on Facebook], and
it's fun for me to follow what he's doing," she says.


"Some of it's just chatter," she adds. "But it's meaningful, sure."
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Billionaires pledge $125 billion to Bill
Gates charity drive
Bill Gates and Warren Buffett have secured $125 billion from 40 families and
individuals on the Forbes 400 list of the wealthiest Americans for the Giving Pledge
campaign.


By Matt Rocheleau,  Contributor / August 4, 2010


Forty American billionaires have pledged at least half of their wealth to charitable causes – a
combined value of at least $125 billion.


The offerings came at the request of some of the
country's best-known billionaires, Bill and Melinda
Gates and Warren Buffett. The trio worth a combined
$100 billion convinced 40 families and individuals on
the Forbes 400 list of richest Americans to sign onto
their Giving Pledge campaign.


Included on the list of donors, which was released Wednesday, are California hedge fund investor
Thomas Steyer and his wife Kat Taylor, who were worth around $1.2 billion in 2008.


“Right now, when I look around, I think business people and financial people are pretty widely
mistrusted and seen as overwhelmingly self interested,” Mr. Steyer said Wednesday. “But, I think
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Bill Gates gestures during a news
conference in Vienna on July 19.
Gates and Warren Buffett have
secured donations from forty
American billionaires - a combined
value of at least $125 billion.
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that Warren and the Gates' point is an emphatically different one. It is that business people are
not just laboring for themselves or their families, but they have bigger responsibilities and belong
to a bigger community."


Mr. and Mrs. Gates and Mr. Buffett, first and second respectively on the Forbes 400 list, reached
out to between 70 and 80 of the Forbes list’s members and around half agreed to pledge. The 40
families and individuals who have joined the Giving Pledge are worth a combined $251 billion,
according to recent figures from Forbes.


According to the Merrill-Capgemini 2010 World Wealth Report, North America's wealthiest donate
about $200 billion annually. That figure comes from charitable contributions from people making
$1 million or more.


“In the case of money, you can’t spend it [all] if you have over a certain amount," said New York
City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, who is also on the list, and is worth about $18 billion. “I’ve always
thought the best thing to do is to make the world better for your kids and your grandkids rather
than just give them some money.”


For now, the Giving Pledge is focused on persuading billionaires in the US to pledge a majority of
their wealth to philanthropy, which the group hopes to accomplish by personally reaching out to
other affluent people.


Pledge signatories have each written letters explaining their commitments. The group does not
pool money to support any particular organization or cause, instead list members are encouraged
to “find their own unique ways to give that inspire them personally and benefit society."
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SOS Children’s Village
surrogate mother Fawzia
al-Thiab (in head scarf)
hugs five of her young
charges in the kitchen of
her home in Qodsaya,
Syria, near Damascus.
Twelve family houses are


home to about 100 children here.


Defying tradition in Syria to serve as a full-time
surrogate mother
Fawzia al-Thiab has left behind the idea of having
children of her own to be a foster mother to
orphans – more than 35 of them so far.
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Shaquille O'Neal, newly of the Boston
Celtics, is in the market for a new
nicknames. There have been some great
ones in the history of sports (and O'Neal
has a few of them).


Evan Agostini/AP/File


Related Stories


Boston Celtics move to sign Shaquille
O'Neal


Shaquille O'Neal wants a new nickname:
the 'Green Monster'?
Shaquille O'Neal, the newest member of the Boston Celtics, has announced that he's
looking for a new nickname. If you think he's just 'Shaq,' you haven't been paying
attention.


By Matt Rocheleau,  Contributor / August 5, 2010


Boston


There’s no shortage of accomplishments in Shaquille O’Neal’s basketball legacy. Likewise, the 7-
foot-1, 325-pound center has seen no shortage of nicknames.


The 15-time all-star has toured five teams over his 18-
year career. All the while, fans and sportscasters have
called the iconic NBA center, rapper and actor such
names as “The Diesel,” “The Big Aristotle,” and “The
Big Shaqtus.” A University of Phoenix MBA degree-
holder, “Dr. Shaq” is a former number one draft pick
turned rookie of the year. A 38-year-old father of six,
“Shaq Daddy” has been crowned most valuable player.
“Wilt Chamberneezy” has won four NBA titles and an
Olympic gold medal and he inspired the term “Hack-a-
Shaq” to describe when teams purposely foul an
opponent’s poor free-throw shooters.


And, as “Shaqovic” brings his reverse pivot move
dubbed “Black Tornado” to his new home with the
Celtics, he’s searching for yet another name to
substitute the more than a dozen he has already.


But, while Mr. O’Neal, perhaps Boston’s new “Green
Monster,” may boast more than most athletes,
nicknames are a long held tradition in the sports world.


Here are some of the most clever and memorable
courtesy Google, ESPN and the rest of the World Wide
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money instead of staying with one team,” Robert Kennedy, a linguist at the University of California,
Santa Barbara who has closely studied nicknames in sports, wrote in an e-mail.


“But I have not been convinced that there are fewer nicknames, and I could counter-argue that
player movement brings more players in contact with more press pools, creating more
opportunities for nicknames for each individual,” Mr. Kennedy wrote.


Kennedy believes the question deserves more scientific scrutiny, but he is inclined to think
nicknames have increased recently. "I think there is a lot more written and spoken about any given
game, so I would suspect there are more [nicknames] now,” he added. “I think there is also a
growing consciousness of nicknames, which may drive our desire to continue to come up with new
ones.”


Kennedy divides sports nicknames into two types – those that are longer, descriptive phrases, or
phrasal nicknames (e.g. "Sultan of Swat" for George Herman Ruth) and those that are shorter,
one- to two-syllable nicknames ("Babe," for example, also for the aforementioned Mr. Ruth).


“I’ve come across numerous editorials claiming basically 'nicknames aren’t as creative as they
used to be' but such arguments unfairly compare old phrasal nicknames with contemporary short
forms,” Kennedy wrote.


The two nicknames types have distinct functions and origins. Phrasal nicknames are typically
coined by print or broadcast journalists to make their story-telling more engaging and interesting
for their audience, according to Kennedy. Short-form nicknames are usually created by friends or
teammates as an abbreviated manner of addressing someone they know.


“For example you might write a story about ‘The Big Cactus’ but if you were trying to get his
attention across a crowded room you wouldn’t use that, you’d yell ‘Shaq!,’” Kennedy added.


Kennedy believes it is unusual for athletes to nickname themselves, which is perhaps why Shaq
asked requested that his new neighbors in Beantown craft one.


“Hello green town. ok what u got 4 nicknames? make um good,” Shaq wrote in a Twitter post
Wednesday night.


“I would bet the 'Big Shamrock' would come out at some point,” wrote Kennedy.


With nearly 6,000 votes in as of Friday morning, “The Big Shamrock” was second in an online
Boston.com poll trailing “Green Monster.”


All sports equally lend themselves to short-form nicknames, but there are likely fewer phrasal
nicknames used in football because of the sport’s larger rosters, Kennedy said. This is why names
describing entire defensive lines as opposed to individual nicknames for each lineman, for
example, are used.


So, which nickname is a sport nickname expert’s all-time favorite?


“I’m a hockey fan, so my favorites come from that sport. I like Pocket Rocket for Henri Richard and
I like the Chico story, too ('Chico' for Glenn Resch, so named because he looked like [comedian]
Freddy Prinze [who starred in the 1970s sitcom 'Chico and the Man']),” Kennedy wrote. “But I got
into this by being interested in short-form nicknames, so I actually have a soft spot for Alfie (for
[Daniel] Alfredsson), Spets (for [Jason] Spezza), and Nabby (for [Evgeni] Nabokov).”


[Editor's note: The original headline of this article incorrectly asserted that Robert Kennedy
credited the Internet for increased incidence of sports nicknames. Mr. Kennedy did credit wider
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interest in sports, but he did not specifically mention the Internet.]
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Lesson from JetBlue attendant meltdown:
overhead bins are sacred


JetBlue attendant: Why judge may not be
amused by Steve Slater


Jet Blue, Steven Slater, and the future of
airline courtesy


Flight attendant's job: Harder than it used
to be?
Flight attendants, including JetBlue's now-famous Steven Slater, often deal with
annoyed or irate passengers. But the climate in which they work is more stressful
than it used to be, experts say.


By Matt Rocheleau,  Contributor / August 11, 2010


Whatever caused JetBlue flight attendant Steven Slater to make perhaps the most memorable
“departure” in airplane history is no doubt more complicated than an unpleasant run-in with a
passenger.


After all, flight attendants deal with annoyed or irate
passengers on a regular basis. Attendants are, for
better or for worse, often a passenger's first human
contact with anyone from the airline – and depending
on how the passenger's whole airport experience has
gone, that contact can be pleasant or raw.


The challenge now is that the climate surrounding the
job of flight attendant has become more stressful than it
used to be, say some flight attendants and those who
study their careers.
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IN PICTURES: Top 5 most stressful jobs


“Our jobs have changed so much over the past 10 years," writes 20-year veteran flight attendant
John Safkow of Castro Valley, Calif., in an e-mail. "I never used to feel it was a 'job'. Never felt as
if I was going to work. Now, it's a job. I just want to get the hours in and go home.”


Mr. Safkow, who writes online under the name “Martha Stewardess” and requested that the name
of the airline he works for not be published, is one of dozens of flight attendants who blog – and
sometimes vent – about their in-flight experiences.


Before the 9/11 terrorist attacks, he writes, airlines were profitable and spent money trying to
make passengers more comfortable.


“Passengers and crews were happy. We had great trips with wonderful layovers,” writes Safkow.
“Now, the carriers have cut back and continue to cut corners and costs. And now the services
have been 'unbundled' and fees added. At the same time, airlines have eliminated so many of the
features that passengers expect. Our work schedules are worse too. We're doing more for less.”


While rude or uncooperative passengers can boost the stress level, "incessant uncertainty" is at
the root of what makes flight attendants' jobs difficult, says an e-mail from Bobbie Sullivan, an
occupational health psychologist based in Hawaii, who has researched the lives of flight
attendants and writes about her studies on www.AircrewHealth.com and www.AircrewBuzz.com.


Job insecurity, especially in this economy; irregular work schedules; substantial time away from
home and family; and fatigue from long hours and short breaks are among the challenges, she
says.


The mean annual wage for attendants is $43,350, just below the average for all US occupations
$43,460, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS).
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travel
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Lesson from JetBlue attendant meltdown:
overhead bins are sacred


JetBlue attendant: Why judge may not be
amused by Steve Slater


Jet Blue, Steven Slater, and the future of
airline courtesy


Flight attendant's job: Harder than it used
to be?
Flight attendants, including JetBlue's now-famous Steven Slater, often deal with
annoyed or irate passengers. But the climate in which they work is more stressful
than it used to be, experts say.


(Page 2 of 2)


Flight attendants can be scheduled as many as 14 hours a day, with somewhat greater maximums
for international flying, the BLS says. Attendants are typically away from their home base about
one-third of the time, flying between 65 to 90 hours a month and spending another 50 hours a
month on the ground writing reports, waiting for planes to arrive, and preparing planes for flight.


“Full-time flight attendants experienced a much higher
than average work-related injury and illness rate,"
according to the BLS. “In addition, medical problems
can arise from irregular sleeping and eating patterns,
dealing with stressful passengers, working in a
pressurized environment, and breathing recycled air.”


Though employment of flight attendants is expected to
grow by about 8 percent over the next decade – the
average rate anticipated for most occupations – the
attendant job market is likely to remain competitive for
a profession where the average tenure is 16 years and


rising, says the BLS.


While the number of unruly passenger reports filed to the Federal Aviation Administration has
decreased in recent years, “a new study by the International Air Transport Association found an
increase in instances of disgruntled passengers and violence on planes, with the chief cause being
passengers who refuse to obey safety orders,” according to The New York Times.


Like Safkow, most flight attendants do not expect that every passenger will be polite.


“[Passengers] are frustrated and have no one else to take it out on. We have no way of knowing
what each passenger is going through or just experienced before boarding. Some are afraid to fly,
and others intoxicated,” he writes. 08.12.10 »
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“For many flyers, we are their first contact with a human representing the airline,” wrote in an e-
mail. “They've booked and purchased on the web. Checked in on-line or at a kiosk in the terminal.
Waited in lines, dragged themselves through security, only to wait at the gate. Some are frustrated
beyond reason. Others are just plain angry. They want to unload on someone, and that would be
your flight attendant trapped with you inside this metal tube flying very fast at 34,000 feet.”


Of all an airline’s front-line employees, flight attendants have the most face time with customers.


“If nothing else," writes Ms. Sullivan, "that extends the opportunity to vent their frustrations on
these poor workers, who likely had nothing to do with late departures, lost bags, fees, schedule
disruptions, and such. Nor do flight attendants have any control over such things.”
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training.
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decade, building houses and setting up job training
programs.
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Lesson from JetBlue attendant meltdown: overhead bins
are sacred


JetBlue attendant: Why judge may not be amused by
Steve Slater


Outburst of JetBlue flight attendant: Can flying ever be
made civil?


View all lists


Enlarge


Yes, your phone conversation is engrossing, but can't you
just say 'hello' to the flight attendant as you board?
(Business Wire)


Top 4 ways to get a flight attendant to go
Steve Slater
After an altercation with a passenger, JetBlue flight attendant Steve Slater quit his job on the spot


and made a heroic (albeit possibly criminal) slide from an exit hatch. Yes, passengers can be


incredibly obnoxious. Here’s a list of what annoys flight attendants most.


- Matt Rocheleau,  Contributor


4. Flight attendants are people,
too
Hey, you and your flight attendants are starting
a brief relationship. Why not get off on the right
foot and acknowledge their existence?


One peeve of flight attendants: “No eye contact
at the first point of contact. Not even hello,"
writes 20-year veteran flight attendant John
Safkow of Castro Valley, Calif., in an e-mail.
“Most are already tuned out on cell phones or
other electronics. Many hand over used food
containers they've been eating from the


terminal, instead of disposing of it properly before entering the jetway."


Remedy: “Just say 'hello.' Listen, this experience is no longer a walk in the park for us, either,”
writes Mr. Safkow, who blogs under the name Martha Stewardess.


“A smile, a little eye contact, and saying 'please' and 'thank you' always are appreciated,” writes
Bobbie Sullivan, an occupational health psychologist based in Hawaii, in an e-mail.
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Lesson from JetBlue attendant meltdown: overhead bins
are sacred


JetBlue attendant: Why judge may not be amused by
Steve Slater


Outburst of JetBlue flight attendant: Can flying ever be
made civil?


View all lists


Enlarge


Try as you might, you will not be able to pass off your child
as overhead luggage. It's unsafe, and arguing with flight
attendants about safety rules will get you nowhere. (Rich
Pedroncell/AP/file)


Top 4 ways to get a flight attendant to go
Steve Slater
After an altercation with a passenger, JetBlue flight attendant Steve Slater quit his job on the spot


and made a heroic (albeit possibly criminal) slide from an exit hatch. Yes, passengers can be


incredibly obnoxious. Here’s a list of what annoys flight attendants most.


- Matt Rocheleau,  Contributor


3. Safety rules aren't optional
Remember, most flight attendants aren't making
up the rules as they go along. Each rule has a
reason behind it. Moreover, flight attendants
didn't make the rules, they just enforce them.
So if a flight attendant asks you to put that
carry-on all the way under the seat, it's probably
not a secret conspiracy to make your flying
experience miserable.


“Passengers who won't comply with safety rules
– or who comply, but only after arguing with the
flight attendant” are an annoyance, writes Ms.
Sullivan, who has closely researched the lives of
flight attendants and writes about her studies on
www.AircrewHealth.com and
www.AircrewBuzz.com. “Passengers often seem
to view flight attendants as nit-picking and bossy
when they hear, 'Sir, I need you to put on your
seatbelt NOW,' or, 'Ma'am, if that bag does not
fit under the seat in front of you, you'll have to
put it in the overhead bin.' "


Remedy: Please do what the flight attendant
says. Generally, they're just trying to make sure


you – and everyone else – are safe.


Besides, if a safety violation is made, regardless of how minor and even if no damage is caused,
flight attendants can be held responsible through fines and termination.
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Lesson from JetBlue attendant meltdown: overhead bins
are sacred


JetBlue attendant: Why judge may not be amused by
Steve Slater


Outburst of JetBlue flight attendant: Can flying ever be
made civil?


View all lists


Enlarge


If you didn't pay for this seat (and the free prawn sandwiches
that go with it), you will not get this seat, even if it is empty.
Your flight attendant is not a booking agent. (Singapore
Airlines/PRNewsFoto)


Top 4 ways to get a flight attendant to go
Steve Slater
After an altercation with a passenger, JetBlue flight attendant Steve Slater quit his job on the spot


and made a heroic (albeit possibly criminal) slide from an exit hatch. Yes, passengers can be


incredibly obnoxious. Here’s a list of what annoys flight attendants most.


- Matt Rocheleau,  Contributor


2. Seat upgrade? Don't go there.
Just because there is an empty seat in business
class doesn't give flight attendants the supreme
authority to allow you to set up shop there. If
you cop an attitude about this, your flight
attendant will not be pleased.


“Flight attendants are not the ones who have
the authority to provide upgrades,” writes
Sullivan. “That usually is the job of the gate
agents or other customer service reps. If a flight
attendant will not let an economy passenger
move to an empty business class seat, it is
because she or he is not allowed to do so.”


Remedy: If you didn't book ahead online – where you can often choose your precise seat – and
if you don't have a serious reason why you need to change your seat (versus want to change your
seat), get over it. You’re pretty much stuck.


08.12.10 »
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Lesson from JetBlue attendant meltdown: overhead bins
are sacred


JetBlue attendant: Why judge may not be amused by
Steve Slater


Outburst of JetBlue flight attendant: Can flying ever be
made civil?


View all lists


Enlarge


The members of your onboard crew might not perform
martial  arts on you (as these Korean Air flight attendants did
in a 2001 drill). But if you stick your gum under the fold-up
tray, they'll want to. (Kim Jae-Hwan/Newscom/file)


Top 4 ways to get a flight attendant to go
Steve Slater
After an altercation with a passenger, JetBlue flight attendant Steve Slater quit his job on the spot


and made a heroic (albeit possibly criminal) slide from an exit hatch. Yes, passengers can be


incredibly obnoxious. Here’s a list of what annoys flight attendants most.


- Matt Rocheleau,  Contributor


1. Seat-back pockets are not trash
cans, folks
There is a reason that flight attendants go down
the aisle several times before landing. Those
trash bags they're carrying aren't Armani
accessories. Yes, trash can build up on long
flights, but stuffing refuse and gum into seat-
back pockets, fold-up trays, between seats, on
the floor, in overhead bins – basically anywhere
they fit – is sure to anger your onboard crew.


“A big gripe on longer flights is the amount of
trash and debris that seems to accumulate
around some passengers' seats,” writes


Sullivan. “ ‘Do they throw their cups and tissues and newspapers on the floor like that at home? I
think not!’ said one flight attendant I interviewed."


Remedy: Use the trash bags, people. Otherwise, if you’ve forgotten to throw something away,
bring it out with you when you deplane – or at least don’t hide it. The next passenger will surely
find it and complain to the flight attendant.


08.12.10 »
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Facebook Places: How it works, and how to
turn it off
Facebook Places lets users announce where they are and who they're hanging out
with – whether real or made-up.


By Matt Rocheleau /  August 19, 2010


An acquaintance of yours – someone you're only ‘friends’ with on Facebook – asks what you’re
doing this weekend. You’d rather not hang out with him, so you lie (to be avoid any hurt feelings).
You’ll be out of town, you explain. "Maybe next time."


All clear, right?


Before yesterday, only an awkward run-in or a blabbing
friend could give you away. Now, there's a new
potential snitch: Facebook Places.


The massively popular social network rolled out a new
feature this week that shares your location with
Facebook friends and alerts you if a buddy is nearby.


Prepare for all kinds of useful applications and
08.23.10 »
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Why Facebook enjoys explosive growth -
despite its many stumbles


Blog: Is Facebook Fan Check a virus?
Careful whom you ask


Blog: Facebook, the movie: the Facebook
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unforeseen consequences. A friend could tag your
whereabouts – true or untrue – ruining your white-lie
alibi. Facebook could warn you that the acquaintance
you're avoiding just arrived at the same party, better
think fast. Or, in theory, you could tell Facebook Places
that you've hit the beach this weekend, corroborating
your story.


Whether Facebook Places will take off has set to be
seen, but one thing has been clear through the first 48 hours of its launch: both using and turning
off the feature has been confusing users, reporters, and Facebook alike.


The feature does not fully opt you in to the program automatically, but it also takes a bit of work to
fully opt out. Contrary to what Facebook initially reported, you can fully opt of sharing any
information – including being tagged by friends – through Facebook Places.


How Facebook Places works


When you’d like to let your online buddies know your current location, you can "check in" and
select from a list of "places" nearby. Facebook also lets you add own "places" if none of its
suggestions adequately describe where you are. Your pals’ News Feeds are then filled in on your
location information and you can post a status update to describe more about what you’re up to.


You can also see if any Facebook users have checked in nearby – even if they are not a friend of
yours online.


Similar to tagging friends in photos, anyone who's checked in may "tag" friends that they are with.
If you enable the let-your-friends-check-you-in feature, when you’re tagged, you will appear as
checked in as if you had done so yourself. If you opt out of Facebook Places, your name will still
appear when you’re tagged, but you will not be checked in. Checking in is like a more involved
way of tagging. You may always remove identifying tags completely.


“If your friend tags you at a place, and you have clicked ‘Allow’ (or used Places yourself) then it’s
as if you yourself had checked in. You will show up in the Here Now and in the Friends Who Have
Visited,” says Facebook spokeswoman Meredith Chin in an e-mail. “If your friend tags you at a
place, and you have not used Places or click ‘Not Now,’ then it’s as if it’s just a status tag. So you
will be mentioned in the update, but you will not show up at the place.”


Friend-initiated tags and check-ins show you as being at the same place as your friend – the
feature does not allow friends to check you in somewhere else beside where they are checked in
and if a friend checks in or tags you, it does not show your location based on where your device
is.
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businesswoman as well as a wife and mother of three.
Her English-language memoir will be published soon.
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Horizons


Facebook Places: How it works, and how to
turn it off
Facebook Places lets users announce where they are and who they're hanging out
with – whether real or made-up.


(Page 2 of 2)


In other words, “If I tag my friend at a bar (before they get there) and say 'Come join me!,' the
story will show them at The Bar, not where they actually are,” explains Ms. Chin.


Facebook can share your check-in info with third-party
apps, but only if you agree to let the website do so.


For now, the service is exclusive to the US and only
accessible through the Facebook iPhone app or on the
mobile version of the site, touch.facebook.com. But
Facebook Places will start to expand soon. (To access
the mobile site, your browser must support HTML 5
and geolocation.)


How to turn it off


For some the new feature boasts an array of potential
uses. For others, however, Places may have too much
of a stalking-on-the-go feel.


So, for those who want to limit what they share, here’s
how:


1. Log-in to your Facebook account.
2. In the top right-hand corner it should say “Account.” Click on that drop-down menu and select
“Privacy Settings.”
3. In the middle of this “Choose Your Privacy Settings” page, there's a little pencil symbol next to
“Customize settings.” Click that link.
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4. Here, you'll find all the settings. The first is “Places I check in.” To the right of that, there is a
drop down menu with four choices on who may see your location updates. If you don’t want
anyone to be able to see where you check in, or if you’d like to specifically pick friends that can or
cannot see your check-ins, select “Customize.” A pop-up menu will appear allowing you to
customize the privacy settings. Included is an option for “Only Me,” which essentially shuts off the
check-in feature. (Note: Turning this off does not keep friends from tagging you using Facebook
Places. To do that, see step five.)
5. Below that setting is “Include me in ‘People Here Now’ after I check in.” Uncheck "Enable" to
turn off the feature. When this feature is enabled, you will be visible to friends and other Facebook
users who are checked in to the same place you are checked in to. Finally, you can "Disable" the
feature called “Friends can check me in to Places.” Note: Even if you remove the option for friends
to check you in, they can still tag you. (Note: Though it does not explicitly state that disabling this
turns off tagging, according to Chin, it does.)
6. Almost there. Once you’ve adjusted all the settings according to your preferences, click the gray
“Back to Privacy” button on the top left of the page.
7. Once you've returned to the “Choose Your Privacy Settings” page, look in the lower-left under
“Applications and Websites” for “Edit your settings.”
8. On this page, click the “Edit Settings” button next to “Info accessible through your friends.” This
setting allows users “to control which of your information is available to applications, games and
websites when your friends use them.” In the lower right, you can check the box next to “Places
I’ve Visited” to allow that information about you to be shared with third-party apps, games and
websites that your might friends use. If the box is left unchecked, that information will not be
shared.


[Editor's note: This article has been updated from its original form.]
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