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Offshore drilling: industry rates its own
equipment substandard

The technology used to extract oil from reservoirs in offshore drilling — particularly in
deep water - has fallen behind engineers' ability to find and drill for that oil, raising
safety concerns.
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Research on deep-water equipment lagging

Dramatic advances in seismic technology have allowed scientists to find remoter reserves more
easily, says Hans Juvkam-Wold, professor emeritus in petroleum engineering at Texas A&M
University.
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Because deep-water drilling is still a small fraction of overall drilling, the market for better
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equipment is small, says Iraj Ershaghi, director of the petroleum engineering program at the

Photos of the da ® 07.21.10»
University of Southern California in Los Angeles. Y

Additionally, the oil industry is generally conservative when it comes to adopting technologically
enhanced equipment, he said. Many in the industry feel new devices take away from the sense of
familiarity and comfort with the equipment they already work with, and thus increase risk.

But there is a realization that the lack of quality deep-water extraction equipment needs to be

addressed. While subsea equipment has improved in recent years, "it still may not be quite good
enough to get the job done safely," says EnergyPoint's Mr. Sheridan.

In Pictures
Others feel the equipment is adequate, for now, but that new research is needed for the future.

"Equipment-wise, we are OK now," says Dr. Ershaghi. But "it's getting tougher and tougher and
tougher [to extract subsea oil]. We need better technology."
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