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Elena Kagan: Would she turn Supreme
Court into We the People?

Elena Kagan, if confirmed as the next Supreme Court justice, would shift the balance

dramatically — with three women and a Jewish-Catholic bloc. So would the high court

look like We the People?
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But while NAPABA has taken no stand on whether diversity's value is aesthetic or experiential,

Billy Chan, the Asian-American Bar Association president, has sided with Sotomayor's now-

disavowed speech. "[Liu] brings more than his superior qualifications as a lawyer and a teacher.

He brings his perspective as a person of color raised and working in the United States," wrote Mr.

Chan in an April letter to the editor in the San Francisco Chronicle.

This article is the cover story of the June 28
issue of The Christian Science Monitor
weekly magazine.
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He chided conservatives for assuming "judges can
magically remove themselves from life experience and
make decisions purely on the facts and the law ...
[they] are affected by their background and life
experience as well as their intellectual analysis, and it

is unrealistic to pretend otherwise." 1.
But upon this sentiment, Dinh, Chan's fellow Asian- 2.
American, disagrees. "Justice O'Connor loved saying
that a wise old woman thinks the same as a wise old °
man," says Dinh, voicing the very sentiment Sotomayor 4.
contested in her 2001 speech. "l think it is a profound s
mistake to assume that a person will think a certain
way or approach the law from a certain perspective 6.
because of their backgrounds, be it race, gender, .
religion, or even political affiliation."
8
9
In the beginning, long before religion, race, and Roe v. 10.

Wade, there was geography. Starting with George
Washington's first batch of Supreme Court justices, "the
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